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=> 0 U are here preſented with an 
y M attempt to enrich the underſtand- 
ing with ſuch. eſſential truths, as 

ELM are required to improve the br 
uy into the ſtate of the real chriſtian. It has 
Hong been a melancholy conſideration, that 
N many well meaning cbriſtians are found to be 
ſhamefully ignorant of the grand principles 
and neceſſary duties of that religion, by the- 
FT Belief and practice whereof they hope to be 

ſaved: an ignorance frequently owing to a: 
efect in the means to make them inwardly” 
feel the truth of the peculiar doctrines of 
iriſtianiiy, and to acknowledge the neceſſity 
f their compliance with all the laws of 
HRT; to take them off from the dange- 
pous deluſion of meritorious works, which 
1 ay up the channels of grace, and to con- 
ince them, that there can be no forgiveneſs 
of fin, no reconciliation with the Father, nor 
N Hlvation for mankind, but thro' the merits 
f Jesus Carisr only. 
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27 


Many 


An Epiftle to the Chriſtian Reader. 
Many have been the endeavours of the 


learned and devout, to fupply this defect of 7 


education, by books and treatiſes, concern- 
ing the doctrine and worſhip, the fundamen- 
tals and modes of chriſtianity. But how often 
have theſe failed by attempting to unvail what 
Gop has thought proper to keep ſecret ; by 
ſtrife and contention about words, modes and 
ceremonies, and by zeal without knowledge, 
launching deep into hidden myſteries, to gra- 
tify vain curioſity; and by placing too much 
dependance on ſelf- righteouſneſs, have made 
their followers, like the converts of the Pha- 
riſees, twofold more the children of the 
devil. | | | 

- The treatiſe before you is compoſed with 
all poſſible care to avoid theſe blemiſhes in re- 
ligion, and to draw the FAlTH and Prac- 
TICE of a real chriſtian ſo ſtrictly together, 
with a Chain of goſpel principles, that he may 
be always ready to exemplify good works in. 
his life and converſation, and ſo grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of our Lord Jzsvs CRHRISTH, that his 
faith may be found acceptable in the day of 
the Lord ; and. having thereby conquered this 
world, he may receive the crown of life pro- 


miſed to thoſe, who ſhall be faithful unto- 


| death, 
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I. Of the End for which Man was created. 
If. Of true Religion. III. Of the Holy 
Scriptures. 5 


Sect. I. XN HE ultimate end of our crea- 
* T & tion is a ſubject, that has em 
os ployed the thoughts and pens 
ew of the moſt learned and the 
moſt virtuous. Even they, 
who had no more than the light of nature for their 
direction, in this great enquiry, could find that hu- 
man nature was created for a happine!s, not attain- 
able in this life : none of thoſe things pitched upon 
by the philoſophers are able to ſatisfy the deſires of 
the human ſoul.—-Not riches; for theſe are un- 
certain, changeable and vain; and often involve 
their poſſ or in more trouble and danger, than po- 
verty. Not honour ; for theſe are alto vain and in- 
conſtant, depending upon the humour and breath of 
others. Not bodily pleaſures; for beaſts enjoy. the 
ſame, and there are few of them, but leave behind. 
them a nauſeous diſreliſh,—Not even moral virtues, 
which is the higheſt pitch to which nature is capable 
of aſcending by its own ſtrength; for, theſe virtues- 
conſiſt in a perpetual conflict with our paſſions, 
which perpetually diſturb our reſt. So that, what- 
ever we fix upon here for the end of our creation, 
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it cannot ſtand the teſt, it yields no ſatisfaction in 


this life; and therefore, we are to ſeek it by other 


means than the light of nature, and to be content to 
wait for it in a life to come, | 

As man was not made by himſelf; ſo it is likel 
that he was not made merely for himſelf. It was 
the Lord that made us, and not we ourſelves: and 
as GoD made all things for himſelf, man, the moſt 


noble part of his works, muſt be included. Gop is 


our laſt end: he could not create us, but for him- 
ſelf. He expects that we ſhould be wholly his, who 
made us what we are, We muſt live unavoidably 
under the empire of his goodneſs, or under the em- 
pire of his ju, ice. He is a father to them, who 
give him honour; and a terrible Gop to ſuch as do 
not regard their latter end. How vain, how incon- 
fiderate, therefore, is it, to live as if we were ſent 
into the world purely for pleaſure and diverſion ? 
Man was created upright, in the image and likeneſs 
ef (50D. This ought to convince us, that the true 
deſign of our being placed in this world, is to ſerve 
God in Spirit and in Truth, and continually to pur- 
fue that happineſs, which he has prepared for thoſe 
that love him and keep his commandments. — This 
was the condition of our creation, that we Hall be to 
him a people, and the ſheep of his paſture: and this was 
the intention of our redemption, that being de/rvered 


cout of the hands of our ſpiritual enemies, we might ſerve 


him without fear, and walk before Gop in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all the days of our 15 

Whatever is contrary, or foreign, or not condu- 
eive to this end, can turn to no true profit. Happi- 
neſs is the end we are to promote, and all other 
creatures are given to ſerve our occaſions in order to 
that end. He that rightly conſiders this, will look 
upon all worldly things with indifference, and defire 


them only in proportion, as they ſhall be found uſe- 


ul for the attainment of that end. Riches, or po- 
| verty, 
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. erty, health or ſickneſs, honour or contempt, ought 
to be regarded by man in ſuch meaſure only, as they 
more or leſs may contribute to the honour of Go 
and our own eternal happineſs. Whoever ſeeks, 
covets, loves, or uſes any of the creatures, other- 
" wiſe than thus, ſets up a new end to himſelf, and 
forſakes that, which he was ſent into the world ta 
purſue. 
They that attend to the true buſineſs of the peo- 
ple of Gop : they who bend all their cares, thoughts, 
endeavours, and the whole ſtrain of their converſa- 
tion this way: if the degree of their concern for 
the <onveniencies of life, anſwer to that of their 
uſefulneſs to their main point: and if their time be 
FApent in the knowledge and love of Gop, and of 
His ſon Jesvs CHRIST, our Lord; and they labour 
to work out their ſalvation with fear and trembling 
ſuch men walk with God: their feet ſhall not lip ; 
their condition is bleſſed, and they cannot fail to 
a attain that happineſs, for which mankind were ori- 
Finally created. Gop might have choſen, whether 
2 would have created man, or no; but he could 
not have created him for any other end, than to be 
happy. 


Luhe apoſtle attributes the attainment of an in- 
Feorruptible crown to our keeping the goal conſtantly 
in view, making directly up to it, and running 
Within thoſe narrow limits, marked out by the maſ- 
ger of the race. Yet there are but few, in compa- 
"Biſon to the many, that are called to this ſtate of 
Alvation, who employ a little time in the ſervice of 
Bop, and the concerns of their ſoul. How infinite 
-are the numbers, that break their reſt and rack their 
brains about the profits and pleaſures ; the conve- 
Diencies and vanities of this life? And how few are 
here, who make any manner of proviſion for the 
ext? There are many who conſume their days in 
Fating and drinking; in chambering and wanton- 
B 2 neſs 3 
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neſs; in fleep, ſloth, pride and dreſs, and divert 
themſelves at the expence of innocence; but the 

way of the Lord they have not known: they run af- 

ter a lie, the idol of a carnal mind: their pride, 
riches and pomp, paſs away like a ſhadow, till they 

are conſumed in their own iniquity. Theſe are the men 

who are gone out of the' way, who. have ſpent , 
their ſtrength in the purſuit of vanity, who have loſt 7 
their time, their labour, and every opportunity to 
retrieve either; whoſe danger is unavoidable ; whoſe' * 
puniſhment will be infupportable, and whoſe cala- 
mity and grief inconſolable. | 

Loet us form to ourſelves a juſt idea of thoſe in- J 
ward terrors, which ſeize the greateſt monarchs, * 
conquerors and tyrants at their laſt hour: the gripes 4 
and ſtings of conſcience ; which tortured Alexander 
dying with poiſon: Julius Cæſar affatiinated in the 
ſenate ; or of Herod ſtruck by an angel, and eaten 
up with worms, or any other wicked and worldly 
princes, brought to a true ſenſe of their carnal life; 
mould warn us to provide for our happineſs, and to 
enter betimes into thoſe thoughts, and that judg- Wh 
ment of things, which operate ſo ſtrongly, and with 
ſo much diſtraction upon a death-bed ; awakened at 
a nearer proſpect of Gop's dreadful tribunal. If we 


let the day of mercy paſs away, and harden our 6 
hearts, we muſt yield to extreme juſtice, and ſhall 1 
never enter into reſt, | q 
Oh that men were wiſe, that they would under/tand 0 
this: that they would conſider their latter end: for he is 1 
the only wiſe man, that is wiſe for his own ſoul. If x 
happineſs and heaven be our end, what can induce 1 


us to be fo much in love with the earth and tranſi- 
tory joys? If Gop be our end, why do we fo gree- 
dily ſeek che favour of men? Tf the ſalvation of an 
immortal foul be our end; why do we fo eagerly 
labour for the things of this world? y ds we | 


ſpend cur mency far that which is not bread; and our | 
labaur | 
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luaboar for that, which ſatisfieth not? If we be heirs 

ha F of a kingdom, and joint-heirs with CHRISTH, why 
of; do we ſerve fin, and- enflave ourſelves to the crea- 
* tures? If it be our birthright to feed at our Father's 
ey table, why do we ſquander away our patrimony, and 
reduce ourſelves to the neceſſity of feeding on huſks 

* with ſwine ? | | 
* The bewitchings of naughtineſs may obſcure the things 
that are honeſt, juſt and good, and we may plead, 


* ! that the wanderings of concuprſcence may wndermime a 
la- 1 {imple mind, But the fatal power of this enchant- 
ment cannot excuſe us. Where the folly is of a 
120 b man's own creating, he who is ſeduced by it, thall 
hs, not only loſe his labour, but be puniſhed for his 
des loss. This people, ſays Iſaiah, is nat wiſe, therefore, he 
der that made them, 1 Il not have mercy on them, and he that 
fu * © formed them, Twill ſhew them 19 favour. | 
* Theſe are awakening calls to a ſoul, that muſt 


ly <1 give an account of its /crwwvard/ip. Should Gov 
find a foul given up to a reprobate ſenſe, or neglect- 


fe; FAY l 
to ful of its ſalvation, he has threatened to cut the un- 
1. faithful ſervant aſunder, and to appoint him his portion 


S 8 . 0 ; . ** NT" 0 
ch with bypocrites and unbelievers, where fhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, 


at 
we HT-tus, therefore, ſtate the account with our own 
ur conſcience; and repent, return, and redeem the time 


we have loſt by trifling and wandering from the paths 
of virtue and happineis. Let us not only reſolve to 
lead a new life; but do it immediately. Delays are 
always dangerous; and ſhould the door of mercy be 
ſhut before we are prepared to go into it, we thall 
be undone and excluded for ever from the joys of 


ce 1 
li- caven. 

IT ES PARAT EI. 

ly Luiohry and merciful Gon, of whoſe only 


gift it cometh that thy faithful people do unto 
thee true and laudable ſervice: grant, I beſeech 
B 3 Thee, 


vi INTRODUCTION. 


Thee, that I may ſo faithfully ſerve Thee in this 
life, that I fail not finally to attain thy heavenly - 


promiſes, through the merits of JESUS CHRIST. 
Amen. 


Srcr. II. Without holineſs no man can ſee the Lord. 
They that would be happy, muſt firſt be holy : they 
baker” honour and ſerve the Gop of their ſalvation. 


This is what is uſually comprehended under the 


word Religion. They that ſerve the Lord muſt be 
pious and obedient. They muſt reverence him as 


their parent, and obey him as their maſter. The ſon 


bonoureth his father, and the ſervant his maſter: If 1 
then be a Father, ſaith the Lord, where is mine honour ; 
and if I be a maſter, where is my fear. 
The acts of Religion are * and of different 
0 


kinds. Some are internal; as, 
votion and prayer: others are external; as, worſhip, 


ſacrifice and vows, and all thoſe acts, 'by which we 


teſtify and declare the religious acts of the mind. 


St. James, in his definition of religion, includes all 


ve and faith, de- 


virtues and charitable offices: Pure religion and unde- 


filed before Gop and the Father, ſays he, is this; to | 
viſit the widows and fatherleſs in their afflifiion, and to 


R one's ſelf unſpotted from the world. 


ry ſect and opinion, even amongſt the Infi- 
dels, = ſha always ſanctified the reverence and ho-. 


nour they paid to a divine Being by the name Reli- 


gion: and every one has ſeemed to be confident, 


that his Religion, or worſhip of GoD, was the right. 


It is not a place here to enter into an examination of 
their particular claims. It is ſufficient, and nomore 


is required than, to ſhew that the Zappineſs, we are 


to ſcek for, is only attainable ha the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. 


be ſought for in the dictates, writings and inſtitu- 


tions of men. It is not a creature of the ſchools, nor 
the 


This religion is not a heman invention, nor to © 
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the child of enthuſiaſm. It is the gift of Gon, and 
is to be found only in his divine word. Search the 
© Scriptures, ſays the bleſſed JesUs, for, in them ye 
© think ye have eternal life. In them the neceſſaries to 
ſalvation, which every one ought to know and be- 

© lieve, are laid plain and open to us all. As that, 
7 which is needful for the ſupport and comfort of the 
5 body, is to be had in common, and at a reaſonable 
price: ſo what is needful to conduct the foul in its 
way to heaven, and to preſerve it to life eternal, our 
gracious and merciful Gop has not hid it in the 
dark, nor placed it afar off; but has made it ſo 
plain, that he who runneth may read his duty, and 
every honeſt and humble enquirer may be led into 
the way of all truth. | 

It is not what this doctor, or that ſociety of men, 

be they ever ſo learned and religiouſly inclined, ſhall 
© ſay; but what the glorious God has ſaid, that we 
ought to believe and to obey. Many are very dili- 
gent, ſo as to travel over ſea and land, to gain con- 
* verts; and yet, neither underſtand what they be- 
lieve, nor what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm ; hav- 
ing deſerted and lighted the Holy Scriptures, they 
can never find a ſure footing in the traditions and 
- doctrines of men. Some place it in the underſtand- 


! 
| : ing, in orthodox opinions and notions; and all the 
account they can give of their religion is, that the 
> ; are of this or the other perſuaſion. Others place it 
in the outward man, in a conſtant courſe of external 
duties, and a model of performances: if they live 
>» peaceably with their neighbours, are temperate in 
their diet, obſerve the returns of worſhip, frequent- 
ing the church and the cloſet, and ſometimes relieve 
the poor, they imagine that they have ſufficiently ac- 
quitted themfelves. Again, others place all religion 
in the affections, in rapturous hearts and extatic de- 
votions: all that ſuch aim at is, to pray with paſſion, 
and to think of heaven with pleaſure; and to be af- 
B 4 feed 
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fected with thoſe luſcious and melting expreſſions, 


 wherewith they court their Saviour, till they per- 


ſuade themſelves, that they are mightily in love 
with him, and from hence aſſume an il|-grounded 
aſſurance of their ſalvation, Thus they frequently 
miſtake the appearance of piety, and the means of 
obtaining it, or the form of godlineſs and particular 
exerciſes of it, for the whole of religion. But, 
they who tread perpetually on that holy ground of 
divine reyclation, ſhall arrive ſafely at the manſions 
of blifs. True religion is an union of the ſoul with 
(0D, a real participation of the divine nature, the 
very image of Gop, drawn upon the foul, or ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle, it is Chrift formed within us, 
In a word, it is a divine life, For, his is life eternal 
to know thee the only true GOD, and JESUS CHRIST, 
whom thou haſt ſent. There is no ether name under hea- 
wen given to men, in Whom and through whom we may 
receive ſalvation, but only the name, of the ſame IE Sus 
CHRIST. Therefore whoſoever abideth not in the die- 
trine of CHRIST hath not Gop: but he that abideth in 
the doctrine of CHRIST hath both the Father and the 
Sen; and has been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Ixsus. 

Hence we diſcover the peculiar privilege of Chri- 
ſlians. The word of Gop is to them a fountain of 


truth; a light to their eyes; and a guide to their 


feet : a rule ſo ſufficient, that it is infallible, it can- 
not err; ſo plain and intelligible, that we cannot 
fail underſtanding it, in all points needful for us, if 
the fault be not our own. This is the teſtimony of 
the LorD, which giveth underſtanding and wiſdom 
unto the ſimple and illiterate. For, though it does 
not make them ſcholars, nor free them from all 
manner of errors, it will ſecure them from ſinning 
to their ruin, and make them wiſe to the ſaving of 
their ſouls, 
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85 1 I admit that there are many places in the ſerip- 
HT > tures hard to be underſtood. But, it is the opinion 
+2 of the beſt expoſitors, that our ſalvation does not 


depend upon the underſtanding of ſuch hard ſen- 
ly 2 tences; and that ſhould we never underſtand them, 
of we might not be culpable on that account in the 
ar & ſight of God. The ſecret of the Lord is with them that 


Its ear him; let them be learned or unlearned ; and he 
of j will ſhew them his covenant. 
ny = The difficulty is to know, whether we are in the 
th truth. Hear what St. John ſaith, /F any man dves 
= his will, he ſhall know of the deftrine, whether it l. of 
91 * God: he ſhall know it by its reſtraining the ide 
Fe of men, and glorifying the grace of Gob, ir. our 
al * ſalvation by JesUs CHRiIsT : by its tendency to 
„ ſuppreſs fin and wickedneſs, and to promote a holy 
* and virtuous life: by its drawing the heart awa 
„from carthly and temporal things, to things heavenly 
's 8 = and eternal: by its carrying us out of forms and 
«i ? carnal rites, to worſhip Gop in ſpirit and in truth: 
* and by its efficacy to ſettle the conſcience in ſuch a 
0 ſolid peace, that caſteth out all fear, and fills the 
ny 1 ſoul with divine love and joy in the Aly Ghz/?. 
| | 4 Thus the believer may be truly ſaid t have the wit- 
A = neſs in himſelf : for he feels the truth by the powerful 
f influence, which it hath in himſelf, to transform him 
r 1 into a ſuitableneſs to what he believes. 
ow 

| THE PRAYER. 
J ORD of all power and might, who art the 
J 72 4 author and giver of all good things, grait in 
3 BK 5 my heart the love of thy name; increaſe in me true 
| J religion, nouriſh me with all goodneſs, and of thy 

great mercy keep me in the fame, through JEsUs 


CHRIST, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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SECT. III. The Holy Scriptures are thoſe divine 
writings, commonly known by the name of The 
word of Gop, delivered to mankind by Maoſes and 
the Prephets, as the LoRD commanded them, and 
by JEsus CHRI1sT and his diſciples, who faithfully 
preached and publiſhed to all the world the laſt and 
full will of God the Father, which CHRISH made 
known unto them. 

This revelation by JesUs CHRIST fulfilled that, 
which had been delivered by Moſes and the Prophets, 
ſaying none other things, than they ſaid ſhould come 
to paſs; and denouncing a woe againſt as many as 
ſhould add to, or take away from it. 

The Books wrote by Miſes and the Prophets are 
Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Zoſhra, Judges, Ruth, two books of Samuel, two 
books of Kings, two books of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Eſther, Jab, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Song 
of Solemon, Jjaich, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hlaſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Flalabkut, Zefhaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
AMalachi ; which are all that the church of CHRIS 
receives of the Old Teſtament, for canomcal, wrote 
by divine infpiration. Though there are other books 
commonly added to the BIBLE, under the names of 
Efjdras, Teobit, Juditb, Hofter, WWiſdem, Eccleſiaſticus, 
Baruch, Seng of the Three Children, Suſanna, Bell and 
the Dragan, Prayer of Manaſſes, and the Maccabees, 
which St. FZerome ſaith are read for example of life 
and inſtruction of manners, but yet are not to be 
applied for the eſtabliſhment of any doctrine. 

The Books of the New Te/tament wrote by the 
Apoſiles and Evangeliſis are, the Goſpels by St. Mat- 
thew, ark, Luke, and Jahn; the As of the Apoſtles, 
the epiſtles of St. Paul to the Romans, two to the Co- 
rinthians, Galatinas, Epheſians, Fh:litpians, Coloſſians, 
two to the The//alonians, two to Timiily, to Titus, 
Phi lemen, 
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* Philemon, and the Hebrews : of St. James; two of 
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St. Peter; three of St. John; the epiſtle of St. Jude, 
and the Revelation of John the divine, 
They all were written for our learning, that we 


through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures might have 


hope : to be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path : 
and they are profitable for doctrine, for reproo, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the man of 
GoD may be made perfect. Therefore it is the re- 
ceived doctrine of the moſt ſound believers, ©* That 
c the Holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary 
ce to ſalvation: and that whatſoever is not read 
<« therein, and may not be proved thereby, is not 
« to be required of any man, that it ſhould be be- 
« lieved as an article of the faith, or ] thought re- 
ce quilite or neceſſary to ſalvation,” 

Iznorance of theſe ſacred books is 1 2 mother of 
error, not of found doctrine and devotion. Ye ao 
err, ſays CHRIST himſelf, not knaong the ſcripture, 
nor the power of GOD. The goſpel is Vid only to them 
that are lat. Therefore we are exhorted to give at- 
tention to reading, to ſearch the ſcriptures; to de- 
light and meditate in them day and night, and to 
take care that, when we have read and ſearched 
them, they may dwell richly in us in all knowledge 
and wiſdom. tn which the following principles may 
ſerve to illuſtrate ſuch paſſages, as require more 
ſtudy, than can be expected amongtt the generality 
of readers. 


THE PRATSH 
LESSED Lorp, who haſt cauſed all holy 


'criptures to be written for our learning, grant 
that I may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that by patience 

and 


9 


xi INTRODUCTION. 
and comfort of thy holy word, I may embrace and 
ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting. life, 5 


which thou haſt given me and all the world in our 
Saviour JEsUs CHRIST, Amen. 
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EE HE fort of all the commandments is 
= 7 FA ear, O Ifracl! the Lord our Gop is 


NT MF ONE Lord. In this ſcripture we find 


the ſum and ſubſtance of vital and 


\'® R. ov practical religion. It contains the 


true knowledge of Gop : and the firſt 


and chief point in our religious enquiries is to diſ- 


cover what Gop is. We muſt believe there is a 
Gop, and know his nature and perlonality, before 
we can ſerve and love him, We cannot love what 
we know nothing of, | 


In 
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In this enquiry, we are not at liberty to think 
what we plcaſe about his exiſtence, nature, and per- 
ſonality. We are under an obligation to attend to 
what Gop has revealed about them. And it was 
neceſlary he ſhould do this; becauſe there is no reli- 
gion without a Gop, and no true religion without 
the true GoD ; who being the proper object of our 
worſhip, we muſt know him, before we can learn 
what religious worſhip we are to perform. 

Our belief in this article is not grounded on the 
light of nature, or upon human learning ; but upon 
the holy ſcripture: and we ought to abide by what 
is revealed to us. There can be no ſalvation with- 
out a belief in Gon. He that cometh to Gop muſt 
belicve that he 1s : conſequently he cannot be ſaved, 
except he believes in the true (30D. | 

No man knomwath the Sin, but the Father; neither 
knoweih any one the Father, but the Son, and he to 
20m the Sor will reveal him therefore, no man, be 
he ever ſo wile and learned, can arrive at the know- 
ledge of God the Father, but by the revelation of 


his Sen. According to that of the Apoſtle to the 


Corinthians, The world by wiſdom knew nat GoD, or 
were not able to diſcover the true Gop. We can- 
not by ſearching find out Gop: we cannot find out 
the Almighty to perfection by the ſtrength of reaſon 
and light of nature. Such knowledge is as high as 
heaven, deeper than hell, longer than the earth, 
broader than the ſea, or intirely beyond the reach of 
human faculties. 

The heathen philoſophers could find out by their 
ſtudy, that there muſt be a ſupreme Being, which 
did obſerve all our actions, which did govern all the 
occurrences of life, and was the author of all the 
good, and of all the puniſhments, or evil, which did 
happen unto them. Upon this principle, they 
taught the people to love and to fear that Being, 


and to invoke and to worſhip him with adoration 
and 
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and ſacrifices, to turn away his wrath, and to ex- 
preſs their thanks and gratitude for the bleſſings re- 
ceived. All this was attainable without revelation ; 


for the inviſible things of him from the creaticn of the 


world are clearly ſeen, being under/lood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and godhead, But, for want 
of that knowledge, communicated to mankind by the 
holy ſcripture, they could not glorify him as God : 
they became vain in their imaginations ; fo vain as to ima- 
gine a plurality of Gods, and that they did dwell in 
certain beaſts, in brutes, in plants, and in images 
made of ſtone, wood, metal, or the like, multiply- 
ing their number, till they were almoſt as numerous 
as their worſhippers. 

Such is the fooliſhneſs of the human heart, when 
it is hardened with pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, Thus 
the philoſophers, profeſſmg themſclues to be wiſe, be- 
came fools, and fell into groſs idolatry along with 
the ignorant vulgar: for, they changed the glory of the 
incorrutiblèe Gop into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and to four-focted beaſts, and to creep- 
ing things. So great is the danger of truſting to hu- 
man learning, and to the light of nature, in the 
ſearch of what can be known to perfection by reve- 
lation only. 

Let us ſee what the ſcripture teacheth. In the 
Old Teſtament we are inſtructed, that there is but 
one GoD, who made the heavens and the world, 
and all that is therein; who has power to puniſh 


and to ſhew mercy; whom glone we are to ſerve, 


worſhip and adore in the beauty of holinefs, and who 
in power and glory ſhall judge the people righte- 
ouſly. But, this belief was not perfect. This was 
not knowing Gop to perfection. He was not per- 
fectly known till the Sn of Gop revcaled him under 
the amiable character of a FATHER, and that, in his 
divine eſſence, there are three diſtinct pirſons that 
theſe three diſtinct perſons are but oN GoD, cter- 

nal, 


F 
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nal, infinite, and moſt perfect in him: and that he 
has eſtabliſhed with mankind a covenant of grace; 
and promiſed eternal happineſs to all believers. ? 

Nevertheleſs, though we are to acquieſce in the 
account of the eſſence and nature of Gop given in 
his ſacred word, it is necellary for the conviction of 
others, ho may not readily ſubmit to ſcriptural proof 
only, to be armed with arguments to give a reaſon 

of our belief, that there is a GoD. 

By the /ight of nature it is agreed, that there has 
been a ſucceſſion of creatures for many ages. But 
thoſe creatures could not make themſelves: and 
they being made by ſome other being, their maker 
muſt be uncreate; and therefore, he, of whom, 
and through whom, and to whom are all things; in 
whom we live, move and have our being, is the firſl m 
cauſe of all things, neceſſarily exiſting, and not de- Fm 
pending on the will of another, and conſequently W. 
he is our Gop. 4 

From the works of GoD his being is alſo proved. | de 
The cauſe is known by its effects. Survey the uni- m. 
verſe. The uſes and harmony, the beauty and ſub- an 
ordination of the parts, direct us to the divine Au- 
thor. Without the light of the ſun, the earth 
would be no better than a cave or a dungeon, nor 
be able to yield her increaſe either of plants, trees, or 
creatures. The clouds give moiſture and make the 
land fruitful; and the air fans and refreſhes the 
earth, and is neceſſary for the growth of all things, 
and for the health and life of all living creatures. 
Yet, theſe parts do not act at our command: they 
are ſubject to the order and direction of the Gop, 
who in wiſdom hath made them all: who commands 
the ſun, and it caſteth forth its heat and light; and 
the clouds to pour down ram according to the vapour 
thereof; and the winds to warm and to cool, to re- 


Freſo and to freeze, at his own pleaſure. 
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1 Of the Being and Nature of Go 17 
No creature can produce the leaſt inſect, other- 
iſe than by the fixed laws of nature: none but 
Gor can give life. But he, who is able to give 
ſenſitive motion and action to a creature, muſt have 
that power in himſelf; and conſequently is Gon. 

The natural inſtinct of living creatures, every one 
acting according to its kind, and ſome of the ſmalleſt 
producing what no human art can imitate, plainly 
proves the being of Gop. It is this God who 
prompts the bird to make her neſt; the ſpider her 
web; the bee to form the honey-comb ; the beaver 
to build, and many others in the animal creation; 
# which acting in a wonderful way without the exer- 
ciſe of reaſon or deſign, prove the being of Gop. 

The dominion, which man enjoys from the com- 
miſſion of the Almighty over the greater, fiercer, and 
more formidable of living creatures, which inhabit 
woods and defarts far from man, and moſt of them 
= obey and are tamed by him, whom they could eaſily 
7 devour, is another proof of the Deity. How much 
more is this confirmed by the obſequiouſneſs of thoſe 
animals, whoſe ſtrength might put man to dehance, 
but are by their labour, ſervice and uſe, continually 


NY ö 
employed for the advantage and entertainment of 
the human race. 


3 From the /irufure of the human body, we may 
draw ſufficient proof for the being of Gop. No 
FX artiſt ever pretended to give life or vital motion to 

their moſt complete productions: nor can the wiſeſt 
ſpeculations into the human ſyſtem tell us in what 
manner, or by what means the human body is 
formed; how it is framed in the embryo, preſerved, 


24 and is brought to perfection in the womb 3 or how 
git is increaſed, nouriſhed and continued in health, 


ſtrength and vigour for many years. In all theſe we 
diſcover the power and wiſdom of Gop. 
If we conſider the nature of the human foul, we 


are much more confirmed in our opinion concerning 
the 
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the being of a Gop; who, formed the ſpirit of man 
within him. 

If the wiſdom and power of God is viſible in the 
ſtructure of our bodies, it is much more ſo in the 
formation of our ſouls. We cannot fully deſcribe 
them, and we know but little of them but by their 
effects. —Its powers and capacities are various and 
very extenſive. | 

The foul frames ideas of things above its own na- 


ture. It employs itſelf in contemplating and be- 


holding the order, beauty and connection of all the 
works in the creation. It recollects what is paſt 


with pleaſure or regret; and looks forward with 
Joy or uneaſineſs. It can chuſe what is good, and 


avoid the evil, It can conduct itſelf according to 
the principles of reaſon, and the rules of moral good, 
It is capable of religion; to know that there is a 
God, to glorify his name, and to be happy in the 
enjoyments of him : and it is immortal, and not to 
be deſtroyed by any creature. 


We might further prove the being of a God from 


the nature and office of conſcience ; whereby the 
ſoul takes a view of itſelf, and its own actions, whe- 
ther good or evil; and conſiders itfelf, as under a 
law to a ſuperior being, from whom it expects re- 
ward or puniſhment. From the vaſt and boundleſs 
deſires, which are implanted in the ſoul. From the 
conſent of all nations; and from the works of pro- 
vidence, whereby the world is preſerved, and all 
living are provided with the neceſſaries of life. But 
whoever will hearken to theſe arguments will rea- 
Cily believe ſuch proofs as have been brought from 
ſcripture. | 
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Let us conſider the excellency of his nature. Tt | 


will fill our fouls with admiration and love; raviſn 
our affections, as well as our wonder. 
This our God is a ſpirit. He is not far from 


every one of us. In him we live, we move, and 
have 
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have our being. We cannot open our eyes, but 
3 ſome footſteps of his glory preſent themſelves to our 
view: and we cannot turn our eyes towards him, 
but we ſhall find his intent upon us, waiting as it 
> wereto catch a look, and ready to entertain the moſt 
intimate fellowſhip and communion with us. 


Let us therefore endeavour to raiſe our minds to 
the cleareſt conceptions of the divine nature ; let us 
conſider all that his works do declare, or his word 
doth diſcover of him: and let us eſpecially contem- 
plate that viſible repreſentation of him, which was 
made in our own nature by his ſon, who was the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon, and who came into the world to diſcover at 
once, what Gop is, and what we ought to be. Let 
us repreſent him unto our minds as we find him de- 
ſcribed in the goſpel ; and there we ſhall behold the 
perfections of the divine nature, though covered 
with the vail of human infirmities : and when we 
have framed unto ourſelves the cleareſt notion that 
we can of a Being infinite in power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, the author and fountain of all perfecti- 
ons, let us fix the eyes of our foul upon it, that our 
eyes may affect our heart; and while we are muſing 
the fire will burn. 

It is every one's duty thus to ſeek after Gop; 
and it is alſo their happineſs, even life eternal to know 
him. But by ſearching to find out the Almighty 10 
perfection, is a knowledge too wonderful and too 
high for a creature to attain unto. His being with- 
out a beginning and end, and his preſence in every 
place, without limitation or bounds, is manifeſt ; 
but no body is able to deſcribe the manner of his 
eternal — Heal and of his univerſal preſence. 

What the LorD our Gob ſaid of himſelf to Moes, 
I am THAT I Au, is more than the tongue can 


expreſs, or the heart conceive: now we ſee him but 


in a glaſs darkly. It is not on this ſide heaven, 
| but 
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but within the veil, that we ſhall know him as 
he is. | 

Here reaſon mutt yield itſelf vanquiſhed, and give 
way to faith and lowly veneration. Such know- 


ledge is above our reach. We muſt ſtay till we are 


fitted and fortified for the open viſion of Gop, and 
wait in his light, to ſee the true light; to know 
even as alſo we are known. In the mean time, we 


ought to throw ourſelves at the feet of that moſt 


high and immenſe Deity, who dwells in the brightneſs, 
to which no man can approach: whom no man has ſeen, 
or can ſee: and to whom be honour and power cverlaſi- 
ing. | 


TRSsS PRAYER, 


Lok Gop almighty, though I am not able 
to know thee, as thou art, give me a ſtead- 
fait faith to believe all that thou hait revealed con- 
cerning thy power and godhead : that I may have a 
heart to admire, what I am not able to comprehend, 
and to adore what I admire. O gracious LokD, I 
beſcech thee, compaſſionate and relieve the infirmi- 
ties of my nature; and grant me ſo much light in 
my ſearch after thy divine perfections, that I may 
gain a more diſtinct” and true knowledge of thee; 
and give me ſuch juſt and right ideas of the glorious 
object of that worſhip, which thou requireſt from 
mankind, that I may fear thee, love thee, adoro 
thee, and ſerve thee, as the living Gop, and the 
Father of our Lord JESUS CHRISTH; in whom and 
through whom, I offer up all my prayers to thy 
throne, Amen. 
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| E HA f. 
gi Of the ATTRIBUTES of GoD. 


[ HE manner, in which Gop the Father hath 
manifeſted the knowledge of himſelf to man- 
Find, is by certain attributes : ſome of which are in- 
„ communicable, ſuch as cannot be given to any crea- 
ture: ſome again are communicable, or found under 

X faint reſemblances in his creatures. 

The mncommunicable are his omnipreſence, and his 
omniſcience, his all- ſufficiency, and omnipotence. 
Yet theſe attributes, though not communicable to 
man, are full of inſtruction, and teach us to be al- 
ways and in every place fearful how we oftend him, 
who is every where; and knoweth our thoughts, 
and words long before, and from whom no ſecrets 
are hid: to be humble, and to put our full truſt in 
him, and to place our whole dependance upon his 
providence: and to believe that there is none can 
deliver us from his juſtice, and that the Lord our 
God is able both to puniſh and to reward us accord- 
ing to his word, 

God is every where; he looks down from hea- 
ven and beholdsall the children of men. There is no 
place can hide us from the preſence of the LorD: 
he is about our path and our bed, and he ſpieth out 
all our ways. Neither heaven, nor hell, nor the ut- 
termoſt part of the fea can cover us from his ſight 
nor can the wings of the morning carry us out of 
his reach, Where-ever we attempt to flee from his 
preſence he will as certainly find us out, as he did 
Adam and Ave, when they hid themſelves in the 
thick of the grove, after their tranlgreſſion. 

ihe Chri/tzan, who ſincerely believes, that he is 
always in che preſence of the GoD, who made him 

to 
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to fulfil his will, and who hateth iniquity, cannot 
truſt in any means to conceal a wicked life. And 
he, that always ſets Gop before him, is in no dan- 
ger of falling. The terror of divine juſtice will de- 
ter him from evil: the Holy Ghoſt will give him 
power to reſiſt and eſcape temptations ; and an aſſu- 
rance of Gop's protection will enable us to bear 
with patience, and to ſurmount all the difficulties 
and-dangers of a troubleſome and wicked world. 

God ſearcheth us out in all our thoughts, words 
and deeds. He underſtandeth our thoughts long 
before: he trieth the reins and the heart: there is 
not a word in the tongue, but the LoRD knoweth 
it perfectly well; and he underſtandeth all our 
works. he darkneſs is no darkneſs with him, but 
the night is as clear as the day: the darkneſs and 
light to him are both alike. 

How little do they conſider this divine attribute, 
whole thoughts are continually or wilfully taken up 
in ſome device to rob Gop of his glory; to explain 
away the duties of religion, or to defraud and injure 
their neighbour in his goods and reputation |! 

How dreadful muſt it be for ſuch as ſpend their 
days in blaſpheming, curſing and ſwearing ; in ly- 
ing, ſlander, and backbiting, and in that fulſome 
practice of indecent and immodeſt diſcourſe ! 

How carefully ought we all to avoid the deceit- 
fulneſs of fin: to flee from bad companions: to 

uard againſt ſuperſtition and idolatry : to keep the 
Sabbath-da unto the LorD: to be dutiful in our 
reſpective . to be content with our own, not 
to covet what belongs to another; and to avoid for- 
nication, adultery, and all other deadly fin! 

When we acknowledge that God is all-ſufficient, 
or able to ſupply all our wants, and to do exceed- 
ingly above all that we aſk, deſire or think; it 
ſhould induce us to ſeek happineſs in him alone, and 


not to put our truſt in his creatures. It ſhould 
teach 
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teach us to be content with our preſent condition, 
and not to deſire more than Gop has aſſigned us; 
which was the original tranſgreſſion both in Lucifer 


and in our firſt parents. It ſhould deter us from 


ſceking bleſſings through human inventions, or b 
2X unlawful means, as Rebecca and Jacob did, when they 
2X contrived a lie to obtain the bleſſing. It ſhould en- 
gage us to truſt his providence, and to depend upon 
Gov's promiſes. 


This divine perfection may be ſaid to adminiſter 


A ſupport and encouragement to believers, under the 


greateſt ſtraits and difficulties, temptations and trials. 


When David was in the greateſt ſtrait he ever had 
met, when the Amalekites ſpoiled Ziklag, and all 


things ſeemed to threaten him with ruin and utter 


| deſtruction, he encouraged himſelf in the all-ſufficiency 


of the Lord his God. This was the hope of Mor- 


¶ Aicai; if Eſther dared not to interceed for the Jews, 


he was confident that therr enlargement and deliverance 
would come fome other way, even from Gop their Sa- 


viour. It was this divine attribute, which encou- 


raged Abraham to offer up his ſon Jſaac; k was 


that God was able to raiſe him from the dead. An 
ve have this ſure word of comfort, that let the 
aſſault of our ſpiritual enemies be ever ſo vigorous, 
ve ſhall come off victorious, if we believe; becauſe 
3 God's grace is ſufficient for thoſe that fight under the 
banner of the Lord IEsus. 


The almighty power of Gop, as it entirely de- 


| ſtroys all dependance upon human ſtrength, and 


man's device to deliver the creature from his venge- 
ance, and from the ſentence of his juſtice; ſo it is 
full of conſolation to ſuch as are furiouſly attacked 
by ſpiritual enemies. Theugh we wre/ilz againſt 
principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the 
darkneſs of this world, and againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places, the power of GoD is able to deliver us 
from them all. God is able to bruiſe ſatan under 
our 
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our feet; to make us more than conquerors, to cauſe Pi 
all grace to abound in us, and to work in the crea- 
ture what is pleaſing in the fight of the Creator, j 
A conſideration of this almighty power gives the 
greateſt reaſon to conclude, that whatever difficul- 2 
ties lie in the way of the accompliſhment of his pro- 
miſes, relating to our future happineſs, they ſhall be 
removed or ſurmounted: ſo that thoſe things, which 
ſeem impoſlible (if we look no further than the mi- 
niſtry of ſecond cauſes, or the little appearance there 
may be of their being brought about, at preſent) are 
not only poſſible, but very eaſy for the power of 
Goy to effect. 1 
A comfortable leſſon to the ſinner, ſinking into 
deſpair, under a ſenſe of the guilt or power of his 
fins; on which account he ſhall be ready to con- 
clude, that his burden is ſo heavy, that no finite 
ower can remove it: for here he will be convinced, 
if he thoroughly believes that God is almighty, that þ 
all things are poſſible to him. He can by the power 
of his word, and the influence of his ſpirit, raiſe 
the moſt dejected ſpirits, and turn the ſhadow of 
death into a bright morning of peace and joy. 1 4 
If we conſider the declining ftate of Chriſtianity: 
or if the queſtion be put, Can the deſpiſed, declin- 3 
ing, ſinking and dying intereſt of CHRIST be re- 1 4 
vived ? his ſaints are ſtill encouraged with the hope, 
that the power of God is able to ſupport his church, 
and to give it the victory over the gates of hell. # 
In this attribute of the power of God, we have} q 
the foundation of our belief in the reſurrection of 
the dead. This is a doctrine, that feems contrary 
to the courſe of nature: and to look no further than i 
the power of the creature, we might be inclined 0 
alk, How can this thing be? But what ſays che i 
Lord CHRIST, If ye doubt of the reſurrection, * 
do err, not Ruowing the ſcripiures, nor the power j 


G0. 
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, When we are engaged in holy duties, and are 
-a- ſenſible of our inability, by nature, to perform them 
in a right manner; and we have too much reaſon to 

he = complain of an unbecoming frame of ſpirit in thoſe 
ul- duties; of the hardneſs and impenitence of our 
ro- hearts; of the obſtinacy and perverſeneſs of our 
2 wills; of the earthlineſs and carnality of our affec- 
ich tions; and that the beſt of our endeavours to bring 
ni- F ourſelves into a better frame of mind, have not their 
ere IF deſired ſucceſs, let us encourage ourſelves with this 
are belief, that Gop can make us willing in the day of hig 
of power, and do exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk 

oer think, | 


nto Let us take heed that we do not abuſe, or practi- 
his cally deny, or caſt contempt on this divine perfec- 
on- tion, by preſuming that we can obtain ſpiritual 


nite bleſſings, without dependence on him for them ; or 
cd, by expecting divine influences, while we continue 
in the neglect of his inſtituted means of grace. 
Go is able to work without means; but he has 
not given us ground to expect that he will do ſo: 
and therefore, when we ſeek help or a bleſſing from 
him, it muſt be in his own way. 

Let us alſo take heed not to abuſe this divine per- 
fection by a diſtruſt in the LoxD our maker, or by a 


re- 


dependance on an arm of fleſh. For it is he that hath 
Pe tretched out the heavens, and laid the foundation of the 
rc, 3 earth: and there is none that can deliver us out of bis 


: { hands. 

lave Ft 
1 of i THE PRAYER 
rar; 
hai 
d to 1 

the B 
ly * | 
r 9 


GOD the Father, who art preſent with me 
where-ever I am, and knoweſt all things, and 


art all-ſufficient, and the almighty Lord of heaven 
and earth, Iam covered with ſhame and confuſion, 
and am terribly afraid, when I remember the ſin and 
eyil, which I have committed againſt thy laws; and 
þ the 


hes 
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the wrath and judgments, which I deſerve at thy 
hands. I ſhould verily ſink under the load of my 
offences, and deſpair of thy mercy, was I not fully 
perſuaded of the riches of thy grace, and of thy 

wer to deliver me from the bonds of ſatan, and 
all the powers of darkneſs. Let thy preſence be a 


_ continual guard to all my actions. Let thy infinite F: 
knowledge cleanſe my heart and my reins from all 
iniquity, and prepare my ſoul to receive the dictates Þ 
of thy holy ſpirit: and make me know and feel that 
thou art all- ſufficient, and that I am ſafe under the 


ſhadow of thy wings. Yet, as I can have no bold- 


neſs, nor acceſs with confidence, when I proſtrate 


myſelf before thee for pardon and forgiveneſs, but 
only through faith in thy ſon, who died to atone 
for my tranſgreſſion; to make my peace; to ſet me 
right with the offended majeſty of heaven ; and not 
-— to turn away thy diſpleaſure from me, but to 
Inc 


with confidence towards thee my Gop, and in thy 


preſence with joy and gladneſs, through Jesus BR 


CHRIST. Amen. 


SECT. II. Of Gop's ATTRIBUTES. 


The communicative attributes of Gop are wiſdom, 


holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and mercy. In all theſe | 


we are capable of imitating the ſupreme Being, 
though not to perfection; and we are called upon 
and obliged to do it. | 

In all the forms, by which the wiſdom of GoD is 
diſplayed, we ſhall always find that it was employed 
about nothing that was evil. In wiſdom he created 

the world and all things therein: and behold, when 
Ls they 


ine thy love towards me, and to make thy face 
to ſhine upon me; grant me good hope through 
grace; and let CHRIST in me be my hope of glory. 

Give me the ſpirit of adoption, that I may appear 


if 


.- 
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they came out of the hands of their creator, man 
was zpright, and all things were very good. In wiſ- 
dom Gop provides for all creatures, in ſo much 
that a ſparrow cannot eſcape his wiſe protection. In 
wiſdom mankind were redeemed and reconciled to 
the divine juſtice. In wiſdom the church of CHRIST 


1 is built up and defended againſt the violence and 


ſubtility of worldly and ſpiritual enemies. a 
How ſhould this exerciſe of the wiſdom of Gop 
affect our lives and converſation? It teacheth us 


\ J that we are not to employ this gift of GoDd to bad 


purpoſes. When wiſdom degenerates into cunning 


craft or deceit, it becomes a ſnare; for, thoſe are 
the wiſe, whom Gon taketh in their own craflineſs. 
Neither muſt we ſeek after more wiſdom than Gop 
has thought ſufficient for our nature. The pre- 
ſumption to attain to more wiſdom than Gop had 
given them, was the offence of our firſt parents; by 


which, they fell from that uprightneſs, in which they 
had been created, | 

Be not wiſe in our own conceits. We cannat 
underſtand the meaning of ſome particular giſpenſa- 
tions of providence. Thoſe ſecret things belong to 


op: we are to be content with what is revealed, 
and to admire the wiſdom of Gop, where his do- 


ings with us are above our underſtanding. So far 
we may venture in our ſpeculations into the divine, 


diſpenſations, as to compare all the parts of prov:- 
Lence together; by which, if it be Gop's will, we 
may arrive hereafter at the knowledge of thoſe things, 
which we at preſent cannot underſtand. While we 


ſubject cur underſtandings unto God, and entertain 
a due veneration for his word, in which his wiſdom 
is diſplayed, we ihall be made wiſe unto falvation ; 
and never reject or deſpiſe thoic mylterics, which are 
contained therein, becauſe we are not able to com- 
prehend them. 


G4 The 


23 Of the Attributes of Gop: 


The wiſdom which is from above, or according to the | 3 
pattern ot the divine attribute, is hit pure, then 1 4 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and | 
good fruits, without partiality and "without hypocriſy. 3 
And F any of us lack this wiſdom, let him aſk it 4 
Gon, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth nat, 
and it ſhall be given him. q 

Gop is moſt holy. Holineſs is his very nature 


and eſſence. There is none. holy as the LoRD: for, / 2 


Mere is none beſides him. In which we are taught that t. 
"God is infinitely oppoſite to all moral blemiſhes and F a 
imperfections ; to every thing that tends to reflect a 


diſhonour or reproach upon his divine perfections. 
The holineſs of Gop is not to be accounted fo 
much one ſingle perfection, as the harmony of all 
his perfections, as they ſtand in oppoſition to ſin. 
Hence it is ſtiled the beauty of the Lox D; and this 
beauty appears in all his works. He created angels 
and men with a perfect rectitude of nature, without 
the leaſt ſpot, or propenſity to ſin, and with a power 
to retain that holineſs. He alſo gave them a Jaw, 
which wes Hoh, as well as juſt and good, and warncd 
them of the dreadful conſequences that would fol- 
low the violation thereof, as it would render them 
unholy, deprive them of his image, and conſequently | 7 * 
ſeparate them from him, and render them the ob- 12 I 
ject of his abhorrence. + 
They that believe in the holineſs of God, muſt p! 
confeis that he can neither do, nor enjoin any thing, WF © 
but what ſets forth his infinite purity ; and conſe- | 4 al 


quently that he cannot be the author of ſin, tu 
Holineſs is the image of God in man. The pu- q de 
rity of the divine nature is not to be attained unto ol 
by any creature; but it muſt be copied by man. We , W 
4 be holy, as GoD 1s haly and without holineſs u M. 
man can fee the Lord. ; V 
Under the law GoD revealed himſelf i in theſe ex- OL 
all 


prel: words ; Jam the Lord your Gop, which her, 


MY 1 
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ſeparated you from other people, and ye hall be holy unto 
me; for, I the Lord am holy, and have jevered you from 
other people, that ye ſboul be mine. The people of 
GoDp are to reſign themſelves unto, and to endea- 
your, as much as poſhble, to reſemble the divine 
holineſs. | 

Under the goſpel we are inſtructed, that the only 
way for man to recover this reſemblance, is to be re- 
newed in holineſs and righteouſneſs; to take care 
that both our ſouls and bodies may be preſerved pure 
and unblameable; that we cleanſe ourſelves from 
ect all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and that we ftrive to 
perfect holineſs in the fear of Gop. It were better 


by 
* 


fo for ſ us not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, 
al! than after we have known it, to turn from the holy 
in. commandments delivered unto us. Impicty under 
his a religious mask is a mbckery of Gop, and ſeals it- 
els revocable ruin to thoſe that are in love with it. 

wut = The extent of our holineſs is very clearly iet forth 
ver by the apoſtle, where he ſays, it ought to be iz 4ʃl 
w, manner of converſation. 'T his condemns the blaſphe- 


ied mous, profane, obſcene, and all irregular flights of 
ol. = wanton wits and depraved wills: and enjoins us, 
whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, to do 

tly all to the glory of Gop. When we are employed 
b- in religious affairs, let it be with due reverence, 
+= and a holy awe towards GoD. In our ordinary em- 

uſt ployments, we muſt manage with prudence ; make 
our worldly affairs ſubſervient to more noble objects, 
and to conduct us to matters of a more ſublime na- 
ture, While we paſs through things temporal our 
converſation mult be in heaven. 
... Whilſt we are in the world, we muſt converſe 
with thoſe who live in it: but let us converſe with 
whom we will, we muſt not forget our chriſtianity. 
With the good we are to promote grace mutually in 
ourſelves and them. Our words and aCtions ſhould 
aim at the glory of Gop, the honour of our reli- 


C 3 gion, 
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gion, and the encouragement of one another to Ja- 
bour for an increaſe of piety and a ftrengthening of 
faith. If it be our lot to fall into company with the oj 
wicked, we muſt bear teſtimony againſt their er- g 
rors, and miſdemeanours, by ſeaſonable reproof ; by N p 
a rational detection of their obliquity, and by an ab- 
horrence of their impiety and ſinfulneſs. > K 
Holineſs calls upon us in the general courſe f d 
our lives to act inoffenſively towards all men, ſo as i 
not to give them any juſt occaſion to be diſpleaſed i 
with us. All the paſſages of our lives ſhould imi- 
tate an unwillingneſs to exaſperate or provoke any 
one, except our forbearance to fin be that which 
would incenſe him. 4 
Hence we learn, that though we are expected e 
be holy, as he who called us is holy, it is not meant, that 
we are able to attain an abſolute, eſſential, inde- 
pendent and infinite holineſs; but only that we 
ſhould aim at higher attainments in a derivative ho- 
lineſs ; that we ſhould be continually thriving in our 
ſpiritual ſtate, and add one grace to another, till we 
make our holineſs perfect in the fear of Gop, and 
arrive at the full ſtature of CHRIST. Bleſſed are they 
that do hunger and thirſt after righteouſne 457 , for, they 
Hall be filled. The pure in heart ſhall ſee 

The juſtice of Gop differs very lie from his ho- 
lineſs. Holineſs is a contrariety, or an oppoſition 
of his nature to fin : juſtice is an external and viſible 
diſplay thereof. However, when Gop is (aid to be 
juſt, he is particularly conſidered as the governor f 
the world: and when he appears in the glory of his 
juſtice, he bears the character of à judge, judging F. 
according to every man's work, and doing right 
without reſpect of perſons. 7 
According to the moſt common acceptation of this 
attribute, we are to EAT either his dip, 

or his 4; | hel aged juſtice. * 
e 
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The diſpoſing juſlice is a giving rewards to his 
creatures, ſuch as the heavenly glory, or that crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the LoRD has promiſed to 


give to his people, in that day, when he ſhall ap- 
p pear in the glory of his juſtice, to judge the world 


in righteouſneſs. Which, and ſuch like paſſages in 
the ſcripture, are not to be underſtood of a reward 


= due to their merit; but they import a neceſſary and 
*X inſeparable connection, that is between grace wrought 
in us and glory conferred upon us. It is a reward 


to encourage us to duty, without ſuppoſing that, 


what we do, has any thing meritorious in it. 


If we ourſelves te leſs than the leaſt of all Gop's 


© mercies, then our beſt actions muſt be ſo; for the 
action cannot have more honour aſcribed unto it 
than the agent: or, if when we have done all, we are 
# unprofitable ſervants, we muſt conclude that the crotun 
4 A righteouſneſs is a reward not of debt, but of grace, 
It 


is not a beſtowing a bleſſing purchaſed by us, but 


; 7 for us, CHRIST 1s the purchaſer, man is the re- 
ceiver. So it is ſtrictly and properly the reward of 
huis merit; but in its application the gift of his 


ace. 


Diftributive juſlice, or (as it is alſo termed) vin- 


| 1 dictive juſtice, is that act by which Gop puniſhes 


ſin, as an injury offered to his divine perfections, an 


atffront to his ſovereignty, à reflection on his holi- 


neſs, and a violation of his laws; for which he de- 
mands ſatisfaction, and inflicts puniſhment, propor- 
tioned to the nature of the crime, which he continues 
to do till ſatisfaction be given. 

This is called God's vi/tting iniquity, and his viſiting 
fer it : ſetting his face againſt a perſon, and cutting him 
off from amongſi his people. And when Gop does 
this, his wrath is compared to flames of fire; which 
is called the fire of his jealouſy. and they who are ob- 
jects of it are ſaid to fall into the hands of the living 


Gon, who is a conſuming fire. 
p os An. 
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An eminent inſtance of Gop's vindictive juſtice, 
and of his hatred to fin, is the inflicting that puniſh- 
ment, which was due to our fins, on the perſon of 
CHRIsT, who, though he new n fin, was made ſin 
for us; becoming ſurety for all mankind, and utterly 
making ſatisfaction for us all? 

Another inſtance of God's vindictive juſtice, is 
his puniſhment of ſin in the perſons of finally impe- 
nitent ſinners in hell; where a demand of ſatis fac- 
tion is perpetually made, but can never be given: 
therefore this puniſhment is called, everlaſting de- 
ſtruction from the preſence of the LozD, and from 
the glory of his power, * | 

Vindictive power is alſo taken in a leſs proper 
ſenſe, as, when believers, who are juſtified upon the 
account of the ſatis faction, which CHR1sT has given 
for their ſins, are ſaid to be puniſhed for them, as in 
Ezra ix. 13. and in Pſal. Ixxxix. 30—33. Micah vii. 
9. And as theſe evils are exceedingly afflictive, be- 
ing oftentimes attended with a ſad apprehenſion and 
fear of the wrath of God ; ſo they are called pu- 
niſhments, becauſe ſin is the cauſe of them; yet 
they differ from puniſhment in its moſt proper ſenſe : 
for, tho' juſtice inflicts evil on them for fin, yet it 
doth not herein demand ſatisfaction ; becauſe that is 
ſuppoſed to have been given, they being conſidered 
as juſtified : and it is not agrecable to the nature of” 

jullics, to demand ſatisfaction twice. Therefore 
Gop's deſign in thoſe afflictive diſpenſations is to 
humble themſelves greatly, and to ſhew them the 
demerit of fin. They may be properly called caſti- 
gatory puniſhments: for, ſuch perſons are friends 
and not enemies of -GoD: whom the Lord loveth he 
chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he recei veth. 
Hence we are inſtructed, that the crown of r12h- 
teouſneſs is not to be put upon the head of any one, 
but him that runs the Chri/tian race; and that we 
are not preſumpruouſly to aſcribe the reward to our 
| per- 
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rformances or works, which is wholly founded ol 

HRIST'S merit. What good we receive is through 
CHRIST, and therefore the glory thereof is to be 
aſcribed to him. 

Let us reflect upon the evil and heinous nature \ 
ſin, and take warning thereby, that we may not ex- 
pole ourſelves to the ſame or like judgments ; but 
flee from the wrath to come, and make a right im- 
provement of the price of redemption, which was 
given by CHRIST, to deliver his people from it. Fu 

The firſt diſplay of God's gooaneſs was in giving 
a being to all * And all the excellencies and 
advantages, which one creature is bleſſed with above 
another, are as ſo many ſtreams flowing from this 
fountain; he giveth to all life, breath and all things. 1p 
him we live, We move, and have our being. 

The earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord. From 
him the land becomes fruitful, and gives her increaſe 
in due time, Summer and 2 er vi time and 
harveſt, heat and cold, are ordained by him for our 
benefit, . He giveth food to all fleſh; and virtue to 
'hoſe medicines, which relieve our infirmities and 
cure our diſeaſes. It is owing to his goodnels, that 
we are not conſumed, and brought to a fearful end 
by ſtorms, winds, and tempeſts; and by the vio- 
lence and ſtratagems of wicked people. It is God's 
goodneſs that we are bleſſed with a true knowledge 
of his will, and with faculties to worſhip him in ſpi- 
rit and in truth, 

It is the goodneſs of GoD, that leadeth us to repent- 
auce, He wills not the death of a ſinner ; but ra- 
ther that we ſhould be converted and live. #e is 
a GoD ready to pardon, gracizus and merciful, flow to 
anger, and of great kindneſs, Ve will nat 2 us t be 
tempted above that we are able to bear. He is good to 
ſuch as are of a clean heart, delivereth them out of all 
their troubles, and turneth the curſe inta a bleſſing. 


C 5 This 
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This divine goodneſs extends even beyond the grave. 
The Pfalmift under the heavieſt load of trouble de- 
Clares, that he ſhould certainly have fainted, unleſs he 
had believed, or had been thoroughly perſuaded, that 
he ſhould ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
Hung. Our days are few, and full of miſery. So 


that, F in this liſe only we have hope in CHRIST, ue 


a4 


are of all men maſi miſerable. 
This attribute requires of us to uſe Gop's crea- 
tures ſo as not to abuſe them : to promote the happi- 
neſs of our fellow- creatures, and to do good unto 
all men. But above all, it points out that faith, 
which aſſures us, that there is an after-ſtate, wherein 
Gop will diſtinguiſh between ſuch as fear him, and 
ſerve him, and ſuch as fear him not, in another 
manner, than is done in this life. Here the wicked 
fouriſh, increaſe in riches, have more than heart 
can wiſh; whilſt the beſt men are often in the 
worſt condition, and that upon account of their be- 
ing ſo. But this is only a world of trial. It is in 
the next life that Gop is the rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. Though godlineſs be attended 
with many ſufferings, we are not left without re- 
lief, if ſo be we truſt in the goodneſs of God; be- 
come new creatures, and live by faith upon what 1s 
promiſed to them, who imitate the divine goodneſs. 
The mercy of Gop conſiders its object as miſe- 
rable, and is illuftrated by all thoſe diſtreſſing cir- 
cumſtances, which make ſinners the objects of 
compaſſion. We are by nature born in ſin, children 
of wrath, and ſlaves to the devil. It is Gop's mercy 
which ſets us free, and delivers them, who, through 
fear of death, were all their lifetime ſuliject to bondage. 
And we are by nature dead in fin, alienated from the 
liſe of Gop, and unable to do what is ſpiritrally 
good. Yet, was our condition fo miſerable, as to 
be without GoD in the world, and without hope, 
Gop's mercy would remember us in our bw ejtate, and 
lay 


« y 
* 


* — 1 
1 LET vp-2, 


x 

4 7 

4 4 
* 


o 
» + a» 
* - 
1 


ha i — "IF %” * 


Of the Attributes of Gov. 33 
fay unto us, Live: he that truſteth in the Lord,, mercy 


ſhall compaſs him about, | 


This mercy may be conſidered either in a com- 
mon, or in a ſpecial meaning. 

Common mercies are thoſe outward conveniencies 
of life, which are beſtowed without diſtinction. His 
tender mercies are over all his works. He cauſes his fun 
to riſe on the evil and on the good ; and he ſendeth rain on 
the juſt and on the unju/t. 

The ſpecial mercy of Gop is that, which he be- 
ſtows on, or has reſerved for, the heirs of ſalvation, 
communicated to us in a covenant-way, in and 
through a mediator, as the Father of our Lord JESUS 
CHRisT, the Father of mercies, and the GoD of all 
com fort. 

In this perfection of the almighty Father, we diſ- 
cover his free and ſovereign grace. For, he beſtows 
his favours in a diſcriminating way, giving to one 
the bleſſing he denies unto, or with-holds from ano- 
ther, purely becauſe it ſeemeth good in his fight ſo 
to deal with his creatures. 

This appears in the ſalvation which God wrought 
for men, rather than for the fallen angels. Ihe 


* ſon of GoD did not take upon him the nature of angelt, 


but the ſeed of Abraham, that all mankind ſhould be. 
ſaved through him, and the diſobedient angels he re- 
ſerved in chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day. 

Amongſt men this diſcriminating grace is alſo ma- 
nifeſt. Though Gop jo loved the world, that all that 
believe in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 
the number that partake of ſalvation through CHRIS 
is ſo ſmall, compared to the unworthy part of man- 
kind, that they are called a /iztle flock, and the gate, 
through which they enter into life eternal, is de- 
ſcribed to be ftrait, and the way fo narrow, that few 
are able to find it. Thus, we may obſerve, that a 
man renowned for the gifts of nature, and for the 
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good things of this world, that thrives under the 
verge of common providence, ' may be deſtitute of 
ſpecial grace; and that the poor and deſpiſed in the 
world make their calling and election ſure. See 
1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28. . 

Gop has not only called us to a ſtate of ſalvation, 
but he fits and diſpoſes men for it. Thus, in the 
work of converſion, he by his grace, infuſed into 
the ſoul, breaks through, and overcomes, the re- 
luctancy and oppoſition which corrupt nature makes 
againſt it ; ſubdues the enmity and rebellion that is 
in the heart of man, and works a powerful change 
in the will, whereby, contrary to the natural biaſs 
and inclination thereof, he ſubjects it to himſelf, 
This was the caſe of Paul, who was at one time a 
blaſphemer, perſecutor, mjurious, and the chief of ſm- 
ners: and of thoſe fornicators, idslaters, adulterers, e- 
minate, abuſers of themſelves with mankind ; thieves, cove- 
tous, drunkaras, revilers, extortiencrs, unjuſt, unmerciful, 
difobedient, &c. Who, by the grace of Gon, were 
waſhed, ſanetfied, juſtified, made light in the Lord, and 
brought into the way of truth and peace. 

Theſe are the people, whoſe hearts were once im- 
penitent, unrejenting, and inclined to fin, without 
remorſe, or ſelt- reflection: nothing could make an 
impreflion on them, as being paſt feeling, alienate 
from the life of Gop, blinded by the god of this 
world, and giving themſelves over to work all unclean- 
neſs with greedineſs. But now they are penitent, 
humble, relenting, and broken under the ſenſe of 
ſin; afraid of every. thing that may be an occaſion 
thereof; willing to be reproved for it, and deſirous 
to be ſet at a greater diſtance from it. Once they 
were deſtitute of hope, or ſolid peace of conſcience ; 
but now they have hope and joy in believing, and 
. are delivered from that bondage, to which they were 
diſpoſed before. A change, which Gop beſtows at 
ſuch ſeaſons, as fecms to his wiſdom and goodneſs 
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moſt ſuitable and adapted to our condition. Thus 
we may obſerve, that when ſtraits and difficulties are 
the greateſt, Gop's grace does moſt abound ; he 
ſends forth his relief, when ſinners have wearied 
themſelves in the greatneſs of their way, ſeeking reſt 
and happineſs in things below, without finding any 
ſatisfaction ; and when they are brought to the ut- 
moſt extremity, then he appears in their behalf. In 
like manner, when the believing heart is overwhelm- 
ed, and ready to faint at the proſpect of its ſins, at 
the number and power of its temptations, and with 
the fear of being forſaken of GoD, then he appears 
in the fulneſs of his grace, and leads them to the rock, 
hat is higher Than they, and brings them, that are de- 
ſolate and afflicted, out F all their difireſſes. 
If we look forward, and conſider what Gop has 
prepared for them, that die in his favour, we ſtill are 
e- led to a greater diſplay of his grace. The hope, 


l, that is laid up in heaven for believers, is greater than 
re can be expreſſed in words: of which the Pfalmiſt has 
d left us a noble idea in this note of admiration.—O 


= how great is the goodneſs, which thou haft laid up for them 
1- "T3 that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought for them, that 
7 7ru/t in thee, before the ſons of men! 


THE PRAYER 


Loxp Go, glorious in majeity and honour, 
righteous in all thy ways, holy in all thy 
works ; whoſe ſeat is prepared in heaven, and whoſe 
kingdom ruleth over all ; how can I preſume to ap- 
proach thee, who am a man of unclean lips: O touch 
my heart and my lips with a coal from off thy altar, 
and ſay unto me, thine iniquity is taken away from 
thee, and thy fin is purged; and then thou wilt 
ſtrengthen thy ſervant, and I will ſpeak unto thee. 
-Fhoudwelleſt in thy high and holy place, upon 
the thraneiof thy glory, between the cherubims, and 

"- art 
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art attended with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
bleſſed ſpirits, that ſtand before thee, and miniſter 
unto thee: how infinite is thy goodneſs, ſo to humble 
thyſelf, as to behold the things done upon the earth, 
and to direct and over-rule every thing by the hand 
of thy wiſe providence, as to diſtribute thy juſtice 
and mercy, according to men's works, requiting the 
wicked, and juſtifying the righteous. Oh, teach me 
the way to draw near to thee by profound humility, 
reſignation of my will, and ſelf-abaſement in thy 
ſight! For, it is, when I am thus low, in a due pro- 
ſtration of my ſoul, that thou wilt put forth thine 
hand, lift me up, and be my ſupport. I believe that 
thou, who dwelleſt in the high and holy place, will 
alſo come and take up thy abode in him, that is of 
an humble and contrite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of 
the humble, and to revive the ſpirit of contrite ones. 
Let, O Loxp, my heart, by thy grace, become 
quite empty of myſelf, that thou — fill it, and 1 
may become an habitation for thy ſpirit of holineſs 
and purity. Give me grace, O Gop, ſo to work 
out my ſalvation with fear and trembling, that walk- 
ing before thee, with care and caution, in this life, l 
may, with humble confidence and comfort, ſee thy 
face at the laſt day, through thy gracious acceptance 
of me in thy beloved Son, JesUs CHRIST . Amen, 


CHAP. III. 


Of the divine DECREES and PROMISES. 


LL events in time depend upon the counſel of 

Gop's own will: for, the divine record ex- 
preisiy witneſſeth, that he worketh all things after the 
ccunſel of his own will. Therefore, having ſearched 
into, and meditated upon the perfections of the Al- 


mighty, let us now enquire, what GoD has purpoſed 
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to do from all eternity, in regard to the intelligent 
part of the creation. 

In this enquiry, we are to know that Gop bein 
wonderful in counſel and excellent in working, all his. 
works are done adviſedly and with wiſdom; and that 
the object of his decrees is every thing that has, or 
ſhall come to paſs. 

By this we learn, that nothing comes to paſs by 
chance, with reſpect to Gop, but by the direction of 
his providence; and conſequently, that nothing is 
done without the divine influence or permiſſion, not 
excepting fin: for, if fin might be committed with- 
out divine permiſſion, it could not be reſtrained by 
Gop. Nevertheleſs Gop is not the author of fin, 
neither does he approve thereof ; becauſe, it is one 
thing to ſuffer, or not to hinder, and another thing 
to be the author of any thing. 

He that knoweth all things long before, never 
acts, or ſuffers any thing to be done, but he knows 
beforehand, what he will do, or ſuffer. There is not 
a word in our tongue, nor a thought in our heart, 
but he knoweth it altogether. How then can it be 
doubted, that he knoweth what he himſelf will do, 
or what ſhall be done in the world, by the interpoſi- 
tion of his providence, or what he will ſuffer to be 
done, before it is acted ? 

Whatever Gop does, and knows beforehand, that 
he will do it, we muſt believe that he had before de- 
termined to doit. Conſequently, Gop does deter- 
mine before, or foreordain whatever comes to paſs; 
and as he never began to determine, nor to exiſt, nor 
is without reſolution to execute his decrees, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that he foreordained, from eternity, 
whatever ſhould come to paſs, either in time or eter- 
nity, 

Thus he determined to create the world and all 


things therein, before he gave exiſtence to them. In 
i wi/dam 
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wiſdom he made them all : and he made them for wiſe 
and good ends, even for his own glory. 

- Gop cannot defign any thing in his eternal pur- 
poſe, as the higheſt end, but his own glory: yet he 
has purpoſed, not only that this ſhould be brought 
about, by means conducive thereunto, but that there 
ſhould be a ſubſerviency of one thing to another: all 
-which are likewiſe the objects of his decree, as well 
as his own glory, the higheſt end thereof. Hence 
his bleſſing attends the means uſed to promote health, 
and thoſe ordained to confer grace: however, the 
medicine does not always reſtore the patient, nor the 
ſacrament ſtrengthen and refreſh the ſoul. | Even fo 
God determined to create the world, and then crea» 
ted it very good: but, though he did not decree that 
it ſhould be wicked, he foreſaw that fin would enter 
into the world, and that many would depart from his 
commandments. 'He, in his foreknowledge, pro- 
vided for the ſalvation of men; he firſt determined 
to beſtow the means of grace upon them, and to 
render them effectual for the ſalvation of all, who 
ſhall be ſaved, and then does it accordingly. So, in 
reſpect to his judicial acting, he firſt determined, by 
a permifhve decree, not to prevent the commiſſion of 
fin, though infinitely oppoſite to his holineſs ; and, 
then knowing the conſequence of this permiſſive de- 
cree, or that men, through the mutability or cor- 
ruption of their nature, would rebel againit him, he 
determined to puniſh ſin after it ſhould be committed. 
In all which we learn, that Gop's will is the true 
cauſe of man's happineſs, and man's own will ths 
cauſe of his ruin: that all divine acts are decrees, are 


acts of God's own will, not being under any obli- 


gation, or reſtraint to beſtow favours on mankind: 
that all his purpoſes are moſt free, wiſe and holy; 
for, all his works are performed in w:/d5m; he is 
righteeus in all his ways, and holy in all his works, They 

| are 


[ 
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are alſo from all eternity, unchangeable, reſpect what- 
ever comes to paſs, reach perſons, as well as things, 
and extend to the means as well as the end. 

This naturally leads us to conſider the promiſes of 
Gop. A doctrine full of comfort and conſolation ; 
and in ſome manner, aſſiſteth in the explanation of 
certain points ariſing from the conſideration of the 
divine decrees, 

The firſt promiſe of God was to our firſt parents 
in paradiſe, He promiſed the continuance of his fa- 
vour and immortality, ſhould they keep the law or the 
commandment he gave them; and threatened them 
with the loſs of his favour, and with the firſt and ſe- 
cond death, ſhould they break the commandment. + 

Their tranſgreſſion made this promiſe null and 
void; and the ſovereign Lawgiver was obliged by his 
truth, juſtice and holineſs, to put the law in force, 
and to inflict the threatened penalties, 

However, in the midſt of juſtice, the Loxp re- 
membered mercy, and made a ſecond promiſe : he 
revealed to the tranſgreſſors his mind and will con- 
cerning the pardon of their ſin, and promiſed them a 
Saviour, who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and 
thereby deſtroy his power. The promiſed ſeed was 
to undertake this work: and for this purpoſe, was 


the ſon of Gop manifeſted in the fleſh, that he might 


deſtroy the works of the devil. 

Thus we are taught, that this and all the follow- 
ing promiſes of grace and mercy centre in JESUS 
CHRIST ; and every promiſe made in CHRIST is an 
act of Gop's free grace, which being made, his per- 
tections bind him to fulfill: and as he has engaged 
in the promiſe to give the grace and bleſſing therein 
mentioned, to thoſe who believe in JESUS CHRIST, 
lo the believer's happineſs conſiſts in living by faith 
upon the promiſes. 

Faith acknowledgeth and receives CHRIST, as 
held forth in the promiſe, and thereby gets poſſeſſion 

of 
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of the promiſed bleſſing. While faith is kept thus in 
act and exerciſe, the believer walks ſafely and com- 
fortably, having the promiſe of GoD to ſupport him 
in every ſtate and circumſtance of life, and to carry 
him through all trials and troubles ; which promiſe 
cannot fail. All the perfections of the Almighty 
ſand engaged to ſee it fulfilled ; and when faith calls 
upon Gop, and relies upon him for the fulfilling of 
his promiſe, he cannot deny himſelf, or break the 
word that is gone out of his mouth. Faith brings 
down his almighty power, to make a way for the 
fulfilling of the promiſe 3 and thus the believer re- 
ceives a ſupport under all dangers, ſafety againſt all 
enemies, and a cordial againſt all troubles. He ſtag- 
gers not at the promiſe of God through unbelief ; 
but is ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gop, who | 
grace to him, and confirms and ſtrengthens his faith, 

If we enquire into the nature of the divine pro- 
miſes, they are acts of Gop's free grace; whereby he 
ſtands engaged in his word to beſtow upon believers 
all the bleſſings, which were purchaſed by the obedi- 
ence and ſufferings of JESUS CHRIST. 

Man had broken the law, and was ſubject to all 
the pains and penalties threatened to tranſgreſſion: 
and if GoD had been extreme to execute judgment 
upon the tranſgreſſors, and left him without a pro- 
miſe of redemption, he muſt have dragged on a mi- 
ſerable life, under the terrors of a guilty conſeience, 
until ſummoned to appear before the juſtice- ſeat o 
an offended creator: where being tried and convict- 
ed, how could he eſcape the damnation of hell? But 
it pleaſed God in the midſt of judgment to make 2 
2 of mercy, and to provide for man's ſalvation 

y a covenant of grace: wherein he made a free pro- 
miſe of deliverance from all the miſeries of fin, as it 
is revealed and recorded in his word; and engaged 
that this promiſe ſhall be made good to believers for 
ever and ever. Ti 

"hus 
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Thus the merit of all that IE sus did and ſuffered 
is made ours by faith; that faith, which is one of the 
bleſſings purchaſed by him, amongſt the reſt of the 
benefits of his paſſion, beſtowed upon believers by 
the operation of his holy ſpirit, who works with, and 
animates, the incorruptible ſeed of the word, render- 
ing it the means of forming faith in their hearts. 


he almighty Father has not only vouchſafed, of 


his free grace, to promiſe this plenteous redemption ; 
but, knowing what power unbelief had over careleſs 
ſinners, and how hard it was to bring convinced ſin- 
ners to believe; and how believers would be tempted 
to entertain doubts and fears, he in condeſcenſion to 
human infirmities, has given us the moſt full and 
perfect ſecurity for fulfilling his promiſes, that the 
caſe could admit of. For, every promiſe is con- 
farmed by his revealed word; which word is truth it- 
ſelf. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but, my words, 
faith Gon, hall not paſs away. The mountains ſhalt 
depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kindneſs ſhall not 
apart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. Nei- 
ther can his mind alter or change; for, with GoD 
there is no variableneſs or ſhadnw of turning. My cove- 
nant, ſays he, will I not break, nor alter the thing that 
is gone. out of my mouth. Nor is God a man that he 
ſhould lie ; neither the ſon of man, that he ſhould repent : 
hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not ds it? Or, hath he ſpoken, 
and ſhall he not make it good? Here then is ſafe ground 
for faith to ſtand upon. 

Gop willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of 
promiſe the im mutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an 
cath ; that by two immutable things, in which it was im- 
poſſible for Go to lie, we might have a flronger conſola- 
tron, who have fied for refuge; to lay hold of the hope ſet 
before us. The LorD, therefore having ſworn that 
he will be reconciled to finners, and that he will 
pardon as many as ſeek it through CHRIST, we have 

no- 
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no room to fear that he will repent. Such is the ſe- 
curity a gracious GoD has given to the heirs of pro- 
miſe. It is given upon the moſt full and complete 
evidence that any promiſe can have. 

As it is impoſſible any of theſe ſecurities ſhould 
fail, how comes it, that unbelieving doubts ariſe in 
the mind and tempt any one to think they can fail! 
They that give way to ſuch doubts, will ſoon be de- 
prived of all peace and comfort of ſoul: for though 
we be heirs, and joint-heirs with CHRIST, to an in- 
heritance of infinite value, it is chiefly in reverſion: 
we have little in poſſeſſion, at preſent, but the pro- 
miſes. We are heirs of promiſe, and if we loſe our 
reliance on the promiſes, we loſe fight of the evi- 
dence of our eſtate, and the comfortable hope of our 
inheriting it. | as >; 

It would be moſt ungrateful to a gracious Gon, 
and injurious to our eternal intereſt, to doubt, when 
he has provided ſuch immutable things for faith and 
hope to reſt upon. So that, when even doubts and 
fears ariſe about the promiſes of Gop, ſay, O Lord 
keep thy ſervant from this great wickedneſs, and ſtrengthen 
my faith, that it 2 not. They that thus go to the 
throne of grace ſhall find help in time of need. 
Who then would not deſire to be an heir of pro- 
miſe? Gop offers us pardon: we are guilty, he of- 
fers us free juſtification. He promiſes his ſon to be 
our Saviour; his ſpirit to be our ſanctifier; his grace 
to be our ſtrength ; his glory to be our eternal inhe- 
ritance. He opens his treaſure, and invites us to 
come, and to receive freely of him unſearchable and 
ineſtimable riches. Let us then accept his gracious 
invitation, and hearken no longer to the lying and 
deceitful promiſes of ſin. 7 

Though our ſins be as red as ſcarlet, and as nu- 
merous as the fand cf the ſea-ſhore, we are they to 
whom the promiſes are made ; and by relying on 


them we make them ſure. The greatneſs of out 
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ſe- fins ſhould humble us, but not drive us to deſpair. 
ro- Though our heart be wholly ſet to do evil, and be 
ete deſperately wicked, there is no reaſon to doubt and 
to deſpair of God's promiſes ; for he will give a new 

uld WW heart, and put a new ſp:rit within every one, that prays 
in to him for a clean heart and a right ſpirit. And 


ul! W when we are cleanſed from the guilt of ſin, the Lox D 
de- has promiſed that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, 
igh and that fin ſhall have no more dominion over eus. 
in- For, our corruptions, be they ever ſo many, or ever 


on: ſoſtrong, ſhall be ſubdued by his almighty grace. 


our TSS RATS 


our A LI Hr x and everlaſting Gop, give unto me { 
the increaſe of faith, hope and charity, and 
ob,, that I may obtain that which thou doſt promiſe, 


nen © make me to love that which thou doſt command, 
— through JE Sus CHRIST our Lord. Amen, 
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the CHAP. 2 

Yo- | Of Goy's Works of Creation and Providence. 

of- | 

2 be JO D's decrees and promiſes lead us to an en- 

race quiry into their objects; which we ſhall find 

he- in his works of creation and providence. 

s to By the work of creation, we underſtand that a& of 


and the Almighty, by which he made the heavens, the 
ious | earth, the ſeas, and all living creatures that move 
and therein, after their different kinds, out of nothing. 
A work peculiar to Gop: and therefore it is a 

nu- glory, which he often appropriates to himſelf in 
to icripture, calling himſelf, by way of eminence, the 
on creator of the ends of the earth. For, he adds in ano- [ 
q 

F 


our ther place, I have made the earth by myſelf, and created 
{1113 man 
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man upon it I, even my hands, have flretched out the 
heavens, and all their hoſt have 1 commanded. 

This work was performed in the beginning of time, 
In the beginning GoD created the heaven and the earth, 
Therefore beware, leſt any man ſpoil you through philo- 
ſophy and vain deceit, who after the rudiments of this world 
and not after the knowledge we have by faith in 
CHRIST, teach a contrary doctrine, to perſuade you 
that the world is eternal. 

In this great work the creator performed every 
thing by the word of his power. By the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made; and all the ht of them by 
the breath of his mouth, He commanded and they were 
created. It was performed without any manner of 
difficulty. | 

The inducement or end for which God created the 
world was for himſelf, to manifeſt his eternal] power 
and godhead, and all thoſe divine perfections, which 
ſhine forth in this illuſtrious work. Not that we are 
to ſuppoſe Gop can receive any additional glory or 
happineſs, but that he might be admired and adored 
by a rational and grateful people ; or that his relative 
glory might be advanced by us, and thereby we 
might partake of his eternal happineſs. 

Every thing was made perfect in its kind; very 
good and without blemiſh. The imperfections, that 
are now in the creature, are the effects of that curſe, 
which ſin brought upon the work of an all-powertul, 
wiſe and good Gop. 

Man alone was diſtinguiſhed and favoured above 
all the works of the creation. He was made in the 
image and after the likeneſs of Gop. He was in- 
veſted with authority, power and dominion, over all 
the other parts of the ſublunary creation. All things 
and creatures were made for his uſe and convenience. 
He alone was endued with a ſoul capable of know- 


ing, and of adoring his maker with thankſgiving. 
What 
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What a noble field have we here to expatiate upon 
by ſerious meditation. O come hither, and behold the 
works of the Lord, how wonderful in his doing towards 
the children of men; they are more than I am able ts ex- 
preſs : yet, it is our duty 10 praiſe the Lord for his good- 
neſs, and 10 declare the wonders that he hath dene for the 
children of men. | 

How can we believe that this world and all it con- 
tains were made by the word of Gop, and not trem- 
ble at the breath of his diſpleaſure? How dare we 
offend him, at whoſe wrath the earth trembleth and 
quaketh, the very foundations alſo of the hills ſhake, and are 
removed : from whoſe preſence there geeth a ſmoke, and a 
conſuming fire out of his mouth : and at whoſe chiding the 
ſprings of the waters are ſeen, and the foundations 45 the 
round world are diſcovered? And how can we doubt 
of the truth contained in the ſcripture account of the 
creation, when the heavens declare the glory of GOD, 
and the firmament ſheweth his kandy-work : when. one d 
telleth another, and one night certtfieth anather : and when 
lo many concurring teſtimonies appear to convince 
us that the ſea is his, and he made it; that his hands pre- 
fared the dry land and all that therein ts: that the day is 
bis, and the night is his, and that he prepared the light 
and the fun : that he has ſet all the borders of the earth, 
and made ſummer and winter : that he hath made the north 
and the ſouth, and bringeth the winds out of his treaſures : 
that he hath /et bounds to the ſea, which they ſhall nat 
paſs, and ſendeth ſprings into the rivers. And, above 
all, when we conſider how fearfully and wonderfully 
man is made; how the thoughts of Gob ate to us 
ward, and how the end of the creation was intended 
to make us happy hereafter, we muſt confeſs that zhe 
word of the Lord is true, and all bis works are faithful; 
and acknowledge the great things, which the Loxn 
our maker has done for us. 

Our very exiſtence is a pure act of his divine will. 
Cop was not obliged to create us. He had done us 


no 
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no wrong had we flept for ever in our firſt no- 
thing. But, how are we much more indebted for 
that ſuperiority, in which man is placed, above the 
reſt of the creation. He was created a little lower 
than the angels, that he might be crowned with glory 
and worſhip: a creature capable of knowing his crea- 
tor, of loving and adoring him in this life, and of 
ſeeing and enjoying him for ever. Our body is ere& 
and pointing towards heaven ; not crawling on the 
earth, but of moſt wonderful conſtruction, and car- 
rying an awe in its preſence, that ſtrikes terror into 
che animal creation. Our foul is made capable of 
communion with Gop, and to receive the higheſt 
" Favours from him. It is, therefore, our duty ſo to 
paſs through things temporal, that we may make 
ſure of things eternal. The ſenſe of his majeſty and 
glory ſhould fo poſſeſs and fill our fouls, that we may 
tremble to offend him, and ſtand in awe of his word. 

Oh ! how thankful ought we to be for all thoſe 
privileges and bleſſings we enjoy above the brutes? 
How obedient to his word, who has done ſo well for 
us? How careful to employ thoſe noble faculties to 
his praiſe, by which he has enabled us to bring him 


lory! 

To acknowledge that Gon made every thing good, 
and to put them to a bad uſe; yea, even to abuſe our 
own bodies, which the Lok of heaven has ſtampt 
with his own image, is a paradox, which none but 
frail man could ever be guilty of; and calls upon us 
for a ſpeedy amendment, We are here taught to 
renounce the pomps and vanities of a wicked world, 
and not to proſtitute any of Gop's works to inflame 
the lufts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eyes, or the 
pride of life, | 

Neither are we to imagine, becauſe Gop made 
every thing good, and in wiſdom, and the world 1 
Full of his riches, that we are to look for happinels 
upon the earth. IT bis world is inſufficient to _ Us 
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happy. The happineſs, on account of which alone 
life is worth having, does not conſy# in the abundance of 
theſe things, which a man poſſeſſeth. The ſoul of the 
rich man, who boaſted of his poſſeſſions, and put his 
truſt in them, was required of him in the ſame night, 
after he had ſolaced himſelf in the much goods he 
had laid up for many years. 

A man ſhall want nothing this world can afford; 
yet may be very miſerable, in danger of that eternal 
miſery, wherein he was confined, who had received 
his good things in this world; and allo for want of 
what is commonly called felicity in this life. Riches 
cannot prevent diſeaſes nor unavoidable diſaſters, nor 
quiet the inordinate paſſions, diſcontents and tumults 
that rage within him. It is not what goeth into the 
mouth of a man, that defileth him, but what cometh 
out of his heart. So neither is it what a man has 
without, but what he is within, that can give him 
true comfort and ſatisfaction of life. As long as the 
mind is ſick, guilty and uneaſy, the whole man is 
upon a rack, let his enjoyments without appear ever 
ſo great. 

Worldly felicity is of this nice and ſlippery na- 
ture, that it may be overturned in a moment by the 
moſt unexpected and ſmalleſt accident. Was not 
Haman advanced above all the princes, and diſtin- 
guiſhed with as many favours, as the greateſt poten- 
tate upon the earth could heap upon him ; yet all this 
availed him nothing ſo long as he ſaw himſelf deſpiſed 
by Mordecai the poor Few, who at the king's gate, 
did not bot to him nor do him reverence ® Ahab had all 
the kingdom of 1ſrasl at his command; yet took his 
ded, and was ready to die with vexation, becauſe 
Naboth would not oblige him with his little vine- 
yard, : 

Thug many that have the largeſt poſſeſſions in this 


tumultuous world, have moſt of the diſturbances, 


and the leaſt ſhare of its comfortable enjoyments. 
D He 
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He that is greedy of gain, does but trouble his own houſe. 
To fill his houſe with the world's goods, he empties 
Himſelf of hearts-eaſe. To ſeek for riches by ſinful 
means, and to make a bad uſe of them, that have 


been acquired by the moſt lawful means, is equally 


to deprive them of that goodneſs, with which al! 
things were created. 

The voluptuous epicure does but help to ruin that 
very pleaſure, which is the only end he aims at, by 
his extravagant methods of pleaſing the fleſh. He 
by an intemperate uſe of good things breaks his reſt 
and eaſe, renders his life a clog to nature, and him- 
ſelf a ſcorn. He acquires nothing but diſappoint- 
ment and ſhame, remorſe and ſmart, and too late 
wiſhes, that he had been wiſer, and made a better uſe 
of Gop's good works. Such is the happineſs of 
thoſe whoſe affections are wholly fixed on this world; 
whole portion is in this life. 

This calls aloud to alarm our care, that what 
Gob has created for our uſe, prove not ſuch a dead 
weight, as to pull us from him, and to pin us down 
to the earth; nor ſuch a bar to our improvement in 
grace, as to ſhut us out of heaven. Let none think 
he has Gop's toleration to be leſs faithful and obe- 
dient to his precepts, becauſe he happens to enjoy 
more wealth, or more knowledge: but rather let 
him account himſelf obliged by thoſe extraordinary 
gifts of the LoRD, to be beforehand with others in 
his holy ſervice z to exalt his name, and to promote 
his religion. He ought to make himſelf as diſtin— 

iſhable for a godly life, as the LoRD has made him 
diſtinguiſhed for worldly wealth. It is not enough 
to be accounted a ſubſtantial, a wealthy and a juſt 
man in the eſteem of the world, if at the laſt he mal 
not be received by the LoRD with this welcome, 
ell. done thou good and faithful ſervant, enter now ixio 
tbe joy of thy Lord. 
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If we deſire to reliſh God's creatures in their pure 
natural goodneſs, we mult uſe them with tempe- 
rance, and receive them with thankſgiving. We 
muſt not gape and range after the gaities and plea- 
ſures of the world, as it they were the end for which 
we were born; but we ought to be ſhy and afraid of 
them, when the good things of the creation are em- 
ployed in pomps and vanities. We muſt fo uſe the 
creature, that its goodneſs may contribute towards 
the attainment of thoſe pleaſures, which are at the 
right hand of God for evermore; and of that king- 
dom, of which there is no end. 

By the wokks of PROVIDENCE, we are to under- 
ſtand the works of God in time; and therefore, pro- 
vidence may be defined the will of Go governing all 
things according to his own wiſdom and counſel : or, it is 
the power, wiſdom and counſel of Gop, preſerving, or- 
dering and governing all things and perſons to certain 
ends and purpoſes, according as it ſeems beſt unto him. 

His providence is proved from the very nature of 
Gop. Gop is infinite in wiſdom, which ſuppoſes 
that nothing can be hid from his tight: infinite in 


* goodneſs, which, being communicative of itſelf, can- 


not be ſuppoſed to look unconcerned and with indif- 
ference upon the works of his hands, eſpecially con- 
ſidering that there is infinite power always ready to 
execute what wiſdom ſhall contrive, and what infi- 
nite goodneſs ſhall chuſe. 

If we look into the world, every thing is full of 
divine providence. Every creature bears the name 
of its creator ; and the footſteps of his goodneſs are 
impreſſed on all orders of things, on all actions, and 
in all effects, from the higheſt to the loweſt part of 
the creation. 

Look upon the heavens, and the light of the ſtars 
is not more viſible, than the eye of providence is in 
that light, The day to work, and the night to reſt 
in: the viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, of ſecd-time and 
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harveſt; ſo that man is enabled to go forth unto his 
work and unto his labcur until the evening; and we are 
ſupplied with the neceſſaries of life by the cultivation 
of the earth; are bleſſings which we owe to the di- 
vine providence. 

The providence of Gop made the air thin and 
tranſparent, that it ſhould not any where obſtruct 
the light of the ſun deſcending upon us ; but in the 
— regions, to draw up vapours and cold in the 
middle regions, to thicken thoſe vapours into clouds, 
and thoſe clouds into rain, to water and to refreſh ; 
to enrich and to impregnate the land. L 

If we explore the ſeas, we ſhall diſcover an uni 
verſal treaſure and fountain of moiſture: a great ma- 
gazine of fiſh and other uſefu] things; and a com- 
munication by ſhipping with. the — diſtant parts of 
the earth. 

The earth or dry land is made firm to walk upon, 
and is productive of all things neceſſary and conve- 
nient both for man and beaſt. The mountains are 
the chambers of the ſprings, and the valleys drink 
the waters and grow fruitful by them. The quarries 
of ſtone and the trees of the foreſt ſupply materials 
for building houſes and ſhips. And the mines of 


gold, ſilver, and other metal, make us rich and ho- 


nourable, and are uſeful in many reſpects. 

There is not an herb in the field, nor a tree in the 
wood, nor a flower in the garden, nor a ſingle blade of 
graſs, but is uſeful for food, for medicine, or for both. 

If we turn our thoughts into the animal creation, 
we ſhall find much of Gop every where, The ſexes 
of animals, their generation, their birth, their ſhape, 
their life, their inſtincts, their ſympathies and anti- 
pathies, con'pire ſo effectually for their own good, 
and for the uſe of men, without their own wiſdom or 
contrivance, that it is evident and clear, there is a 
ſuperior providence, that teacheth the fowls of the 
air to build their neſts in high or hidden pron 

| ay 


Of Gop's Works of Providence. 33 


lay their eggs, to hatch their young, and to feed 
them when they are hatched :— That there is a ſu- 
perior providence, which formed every creature for its 
own ſafety; arming the lion with teeth and claws, 
the ox with horns, and the horſe with hoofs; which 
gave the birds wings to flee away, and ſwiftneſs to 
timorous creatures to make their eſcape: and, that 
this providence fits man to govern all things, who 
ſerves himſelf of every creature, and doth himſelf 
more eſpecially govern thoſe of his own nature, 

In all which we have manifeſted the truth of thoſe 
paſſages in holy writ, where it is written, whatſoever 
the Lord pleaſed, that did he in heaven and in earth, in 
the ſea, and in all deep places — He bringeth forth the 
clouds from the ends of the world, —ſendeth rain, and brings 
the winds out of his treaſures. — He ruleth the ſea :—At 
his word the flormy wind ariſeth, which lifteth up the 
waves thereof and he maketh the ſtorm to ceaſe, # that 
the waves thereof are ſtill. The waters ſtand in the hills, 
and drop dem to the valleys beneath, unto the place which 
the Lord has appointed for them. He has ſet them their 
bounds, which they ſhall not paſs ; neither turn again ts 
cover the earth. The earth 1s full of the riches of the 
Lord; it is filled with the fruit of his works. He brmgeth 
forth graſs for the cattle, and green herb for the ſervice of 
men. He brings food ont of the earth, and wine, that 
maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make him a 
chear ful countenance, and bread to ſtrengthen man's heart : 


The high hills he maketh a refuge for the wild goats, and 


fo are the ſtony racks for the comes. 

The voice of the Lord makath the hinds to bring forth 
young. He giveth fodder unto the cattle, and feedeth the 
young Favens, that call upon him and the lions roaring 
after their prey do ſeek their meat from GOD : the beaſts 
of the field, the wild aſſes and the fmwls of the air, do all 
wait upon him, who giveth foad to all fleſh, that he may 
give them meat in due — When the Lord giveth it 
them, they gather it; when he opens his hand, they are 
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filled with good: when he hides his face they are troubled, 

ren he taketh away their breath, they die, and are turned 
again io their earth. Not fo much as a ſparrow can fall 
to the ground without his permiſſion. 

As for man, there is not @ hair of his head, I ut they 
are all numbered. In Gob we live, we move, and have 
our being. He bringeth the counſel of the heathen tg 
nought, and maketh the devices of the people to be of none 
ect, and caſteth out the counſels of princes, O! that 
men would therefore praiſe the LokD for his good- 
neſs, for his mercy endureth for ever, and declare 
the wonders that he doth for the children of men; 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let us recollect ſome extraordinary acts of provi- 
dence, and they will ſerve to confirm this truth, that 

 doudileſs there :5 a GOD that governs the earth, Can any 
one believe that the Almighty did ſo many great 
things for his people in bringing the eros out of 
Egypt; in ſupporting them forty years in the wilder- 
neſs, and in their defence in their own land? He can- 
not put off the belief of a providence, unleſs he re- 
nounceth his reaſon alſo. For to ſay that the plagues 
of Egypt were by chance, or that the ſafe paſſage of 
the Jetus throught the Red-ſea, and the drowning of 
the Egyptian army was by chance; or that the raining 
of manna for bread, or quails for meat, or that water 
for drink was only by a touch of a.rod brought out of 
a hard rock by chance: or that the walls of Jericho 
fell down to make way for the people of Gop to en- 
ter, by chance, is as abfurd as to ſay chance is wiſ- 
dom, and wiſdom is chance; or to ſay every thing is 
nothing, and nothing is every thing. 

Let us alſo recollect the remarkable completion of 
the prophecies, and we ſhall find the providence of 
God very exactly proved. The ſojourning of Abra- 
bam and his deſcendants in Egypt by the providence 
of Gop, and their exit from thence on the ſelf- ſame 
day, that their deliverance was foretold : the laying 
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the foundation of Jericho in 4b:ram, and the ſetting 
up the gates thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, by 
Hiel the Bethelite, according to the word of the Lorb, 
which he ſpake by Fo/bua the ſon of Nun: the pro- 
phetic puniſhment of the houſe of Eli, when Aliathar 
was turned out of the prieſthood by Salomon; and of 
Jezebel, whoſe fleſh was eaten by dogs in the portion of 
Fezreel, according to the word of the LoRx D: the pol- 
lution of the altar at Bethel, by Jaſiab burning the bones 
of the prieſts thereon, according to the prophetic de- 

claration of king Jeſiab, long before he was born: 

the releaſe of the Jews by Cyrus from the ſeventy 
years captivity, according to the word of the Lozp, 
ſpoken by Jeremiah the prophet: and all the prophe- 

cies accompliſhed by the advent, birth, life, and ſut- 

fterings of the MHeſſiah, are ſo many evidences for a 
divine providence. ; 

Every breath we draw, every action we do, every 
thing we receive, ſhould convince us, that there is 2 
providence in the world. A providence, that has 
placed us in our reſpective ſtations, has given us an 
employment in the world ; and will enable us to do 
our duty in that {tation of life, ſo that we be diligent 
and careful what we do. 30D hunſelf, who needs 
not the world nor any thing in it, is continually at 
work amongſt men: how much more doth it concern 
us, who have much work upon our hands, to keep 
ourſelves well employed. If we expect providentiał 
aſſiſtance, we muſt let no day paſs in ſlothfulneſs 
and idleneſs; no moment find us uſeleſs. Gop does 
not give us the light of the world, and length of 
days, and the day of grace, for no purpoſe. Up then 
and be doing; for the LoRD is with us, Let us im- 
prove every talent of grace: let us uſe every moment 
of time, and let us ſerve every good end. | 

Behold the little ly! how many thouſand ways: 
does ſhe flutter with her wings? What infinite pains 
does ſhe take to fave her inſignificant life? Go to the 
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ant! what pains does this very little animal take fo 
preferve a little foul, and to lay up proviſion for a 
ſhort life? "Theſe diminutive parts of the animal 
creation inſtruct us not to rely ſo upon providence, as 
to neglect our duty; and that we are not to hope tor 
Gop's bleflings except we uſe our own endeavours, 
and the means he has preicribed for their attainment, 
Gop in a ſpecial manner provides for the ſafety 
and ſecurity of good men. Let us then never ſtep 
aſide from him in queſt of any other ſecurity ; nei- 
ther Jet us forſake the way of righteouſneſs to flee 
and avoid the courſe of danger. He that forſakes 
his Gop, to be ſafe, runs into danger for deliver- 
ance ; becauſe he flees from the Gop of his ſalva- 
tion. Divine providence purſues ſinners, therefore 
it is madneſs to do evil to avoid divine juſtice; and 
we ought never to do evil that good may come. 
There is no ſecurity againſt Gop. He hunts the 
moſt cautious ſinner in all his ſecret places: he tra- 
ceth out his moſt hidden ſteps, and finds out all his 
doublings. He diſcovers all our ſhifts; detects all 
our lies; confutes all our politicks; makes them 
fools who depend upon their own wiſdom ; taketh 
the crafty in their own imaginations, and turns our 
boaſted ſecurities into as many dangers. Let us 
therefore commit ourſelves unto the LokD in well- 
doing. Let us not fin ; no, not for a kingdom. And 
let us be content that God's providence can maintain 
us without other men's goods, can juſtify us without 
a lie, can defend us without injury to our neighbour, 
and can fave us without the help of fin. 


SS RAT ER. 


LL thy ways, O Lord! are juſt and true, and 

thy works are perfect, ſo that nothing can be 

added thereto, O let the ſenſe of thy great majeſty 
and glory fo poſſeſt and fill our fouls, that we may 
tremble 
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tremble to offend thee, and ſtand in awe of thee. 
Thou haſt made a plentiful proviſion for the wants 
and neceſſities of thy creatures. All live upon thy 
care, O LokD, my Gop, and are richly ſupported 
by thy providence. The bleſſings of heaven and earth 
are thy free and gracious gifts unto the children of 
men: for thou alone haſt made the heavens by thy 
great power, and thou guideſt the influence of them 
to the benefit of thy creatures here below : and thou 
haſt laid out the earth upon the waters, and thou 
makeſt all the works of thy hands unite for the ad- 
vantage and happineſs of thy ſervants. Thou pro- 
tecteſt them from the evils of nature, from the hurt 
and violence of their fellow-creatures : thou over- 
ruleſt the ſinfulneſs of men, and diſappointeſt their 
deſigns and counſels as thou pleaſeſt ; and thy pur- 
poſes alone are eſtabliſhed and ſtand faſt for ever. 
Great and marvellous, O LorD! are the works 


of thy power and of thy goodneſs | give us grace and 


wiſdom, we beſeech thee, to confider thy work, and 
the operation of thy hands; and fo ſhall we under- 
ſtand the loving kindneſs of the Loxp, which he 
ſhewed to mankind, for the ſake of his beloved fon, 
Jesus CuRIS TH. Amen. | 


. 
Of the Soul of Man: Its original R1GH- 


TEOUSNESS and HAPPINESS. In which 
is included the State of INNOCENCE and 
the COvENANT of WORKS. 


HEN it is ſaid, that man is created after the 
image of Gop, it is not to be underſtood, 
that we look like God in our outward appearance, 


as one man reſembles another, but that part of the 
D 5 75 human 
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human nature, which we know by the name of the 
ſoul of man. This is the ſpirit within us: it ſubſiſts by 
itſelf, is the living ſpring of all motion, and reſembles 
the bleſſed Gop, who is a pure ſpirit. 
Luhe foul is the conſtituent part of the body, which 
makes a perfect man, though it is diſtinct from the 
body. It performs actions independent on the fleſn; 
and contrives and effects many affairs, wherein the 
body is in nowiſe concerned: no, not ſo much as an 
inſtrument. We think and reaſon, and will, and 
reſolve by the inner man, without aſking the body 
leave, or being beholden to it, for its aſſiſtance. The 
ſoul may alſo be ſound, lively, vigorous and healthy, 
when the body ſhall be going to decay, rottenneſs 
and ruin. The body may be injured, maimed and 
Filled; but no violence nor power of man can kill or 
hurt the ſoul. 
Thus the reſemblance we bear to GoD our maker, 
is in the intellectual faculties and the reaſonable ſoul ; 
| that latent ſpring of action, which eſcapes the notice 
| of bodily eyes, though it penetrates and pervades the 
whole body: and that divine principle in us, from 
whence alone it is, that man is capable of thinking, 
conceiving and conſidering of divine. heavenly things 
above us. It is a beam of the eternal ſun, ſo highly 
detcended, as from the ancient of days, which in- 
clines us towards the Father of ſpirits, as to its bleſſed 
centre of reſt, 2 
Yet we ſee men daily employed in finding out the 
courſe of the ſtars, in diſcovering the nature of plants, 
the temper of human bodies, and the properties of all 
other living creatures, without taking the leaſt care 
to underſtand the ſoul, which gives us life. Ah! 
ſuch is the almoſt total neglect of this kind, that moſt 
men ſeem to live, as if they had nothing more than 
body. 
A not this be our misfortune : for whoever ne- 
glects his own {oul is no better than a brute, and has 
no 
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no intereſt with Gop. Look upon a corpſe. See 
how foul, how lothſome and full of horror, and with- 
out motion it lies; becauſe it is left by the ſoul, 
which gave it life. We can neither grow, nor move 
any part of the * without the help of the ſoul. 
Beſides, it is the ſoul that remembers things paſt, that 
forms conjectures of things to come, and that frames: 
diſcourſes, forms ideas, draws inferences, deduceth 
one thing from another, and gives us a propenſity to 
good, and an averſion to evil. It is alſo dignified 
with a liberty to chuſe the good and to avoid the 
evil ;*as may be particularly collected from the ac- 
count of the creation. 
The works of Gop had no ſooner received: their 
being from his omnipotent hand, but they alſo re- 
ceived the character of being made good. Gor: 
ſaw the light, that it was good. The ſame is repeated 


five times, at the formation of other creatures. But 


when man is made, Gop does not ſay, that he was 
cod. 
F What can be the reaſon of this omiſſion of God's 
approbation ? Is man leſs deſerving than the brute 
and inanimate parts of the creation ? Shall all other 
creatures be welcomed into exiſtence with a ble//mg,. 
and is there none for man, who contains the perfec- 
tions of them all? St. Ambroſe aſſigns this reaſon: be- 
cauſe they at their firſt ſtep into being were made per- 
felt and compleat, as to their ſubſtance, without any 
further dependence upon a free operation or choice ; of 
which they are not capable. Whereas, man, though 
he comes, like them, thus complete into the world, 
he cannot be ſaid to be perfect; becauſe, his perfec- 
tion and laſt accompliſhment having a dependence on. 
hrs own x he by the grace of Gop may be 
good; and by his own malice he may become evil. So 
that, notwithſtanding man was equally the work of 
GoDp with other creatures, and was created upright ; 
yet not having — his liberty in the choice of. 


go2ds. 
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good, the divine approbation was ſuſpended at the firft 
inſtant of man's creation, till it ſhould appear whe- 
ther he would make choice of good or evil. 

One of the principal duties of a Chriſtian, is to 
eſteem all things according to their worth and dig- 
nity, giving to each the place due to them, either as 
to love or hatred, Now, as you have read, Gop 
created the foul: he formed the body, and gave a be- 
ing to all other things for the ſervice of man; but in 


ſuch a manner, that all was to be ſubordinate to the 


ſoul. Therefore it is the duty of a Chri/tian, to fee 
that the ſoul hold the precedency on all occaſions ; 
that he has always a greater eſteem for it, than for 
the body, or any other tranſient and ſublunary thing, 
and that in time of danger he muſt ſecure his foul in 
preference to all other conſiderations. Life, honour, 
poſleſſions, friends and all muſt go, rather than to 
hazard the loſs of our ſoul by ſaving of theſe. For, 
what can it profit a man, to gain the whale worid, if be 
loſeth his own foul © 

The Yate of innocence or primitive integrity, in 
which man was created, is admirably defined in this 
apoſtrophe made by the wiſeſt of men, Lo! this only 
have I feund, that Gop hath made man upright, but they 
have ſought out many inventions, 

Here we are taught that man was made zprigbi 
(agreeable to the nature of GoD, whoſe work is per- 
fect) without any imperfection, corruption, or prin- 
ciple of corruption in his body or foul. He was 
made upright, or firaight with the will and law of 
Gop, without any irregularity in his ſoul, GoÞD 
made man thus: he did not firſt make him, and 
then made him righteous : but in the very making of 
him, he made him righteous. Righteouſneſs was not 
made ential to his nature, but it was created tage- 
ther with him: ſo that in the ſame moment Adam 
was a man, he was a righteous man, morally good: 
with the ſame breath that Gop breathed into him a 

living 
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living ſoul, he breathed into him alſo a righteous 
ſoul. 

Our firſt parents fell off from their reſt in Gon, 
and ſet about mending their condition by their own 
inventions; and preſently deformed and ruined them- 
ſelves by their own proper motion, inſtead of con- 
forming to the eternal, indiſpenſille law of righteouſ- 
neſs, to which man, as a rational creature, was ſub- 
jected in his creation, f 

Man was required to conform to this law hab:tu- 
ally with all the powers of his foul ; and with all his 
attions, which is called afual righteouſneſs : there- 
fore as GoD had made man habitually righteous, man 
was to make himſelf afually righteeus: the former 
was the talent committed to his care ; the latter is 
the improvement he ought to have made of it. 

Thus we collect that the r:ght-ouſneſs, wherein man 
was created, was a conformity of all the facultzes and 
pawers of the foul to the moral law. For man's un- 
derſtanding was a lamp of light. He had perfect 
knowledge of the law, and of his duty accordingly. He 
that was made after God's image could not want 
knowledge; which was neceſlary alſo to fit him for 
uni ver ſal obedience; becauſe no obedience can be ac- 
cording to the law, unleſs it proceed from a ſenſe of 
the commandment of Gop requiring it. Which law 
was written upon the mind, and impreſſed upon the 
tou] of the firſt man; ſo that the knowledge thereof 
was created together with him, — 

His will alto laid fraight with the will of Gon. 
There was no corruption in his will; no concupi- 
(cence or inclination to evil. The will of man in 
this ſtate of prigbineſs was directed, and naturally in- 
clined to Gop and to gvodneſs, vet it was mutably 
diſpoſed. It was diſpoſed, by its own oiiginal make, 
to follow the creator's will, as the ſnadow does the 
body, and was not left in an equal balance to good 
and evil: becauſe, if fo, man could not have been 

| | upright, 
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- upright, nor habitually conform to the law; which 
in no inſtance can allow the creature not to be in- 
clined towards GoD, as his chief end, more than it | 
can allow man to be a God to himſelf. . 

His affections were orderly, pure, and holy, in his 0 
primitive ſtate, His ſenſitive motions and inclinations I, 
were ſubordinate to his reaſon and will. He hadalſo  þ 
an executive power anſwerable to his will: a power 
to do the good, which he knew ſhould be done, and | {4 
which he inclined to do even to fulfil the whole law | h 
of Gop. If it had not been ſo, Gop would not have 1 ;, 
required of man a perfect obedience. 

We alſo collect from hence, that man's original  ,, 
righteouſneſs was univerſal and natura!, though mutable, 41 
Alt was umverſal, becauſe it was diffuſed through e 
the whole man. Man was holy in ſoul, body and 4 
ſpirit : while the foul remained untainted, its lodg- an 
ing was kept clean and undehled ; the members of TJ, 
the body were conſecrated veſſels and inſtruments of of 
righteouſneſs. —It was alſo aniverſal; becauſe there 
was nothing in the law, but what was agreeable to eg 
the reaſon and will of man, as he came out of the fell 
hands of his creator.—lIt was alſo natural to man, or mie 
rather connatural to him. He was created with or:g:-M( cov 
nal righteouſneſs. It was neceſlary to the perfection of perf 
man, as he came out of the hand of Gop, and ne- 


ceſſary to conſtitute him in a ſtate of integrity; but - 
it was not gſſential to man, as man; becauſe then he ever 
could not have loſt his righteouſneſs, without thq bed 
loſs of his very being. of kn 
Yet it was a righteouſneſs that might be loſt ; of man- 
mutable nature. The will of man was not create p. 
abſolutely indifferent to good and evil: for, Gop i ;; by 


it towards good only, but he did not fo fix and con hig 2 
firm its inclinations, that it could not alter, No: | of his 
was moveable to evil; and that only by man himſel¶ he ha 
Gop having given him a ſufficient power to keep H the L 
integrity, if he had pleaſed, *Th regioi 
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o Thus, man was made originally righteous, being 
4 created in Gop's own image, which, according to St. 
it Paul, conſiſts in the poſitive qualities of &nowledge, 
righteouſneſs and holineſs. All that God made was 
18 very good, according to their ſeveral natures. And 
ns man was morally good, being made after the image of 
ſo W him, who is good and wpright ( Pſal. xxv. 8.) 
er Happineſs is the conſequence of holineſs : therefore, 
nd the firſt ſtate of man, after his creation, and before 
aw he tranſgrefled the law, planted in his ſoul, was an 
we boppy flate. 
an muſt have been a «ws. glorious creature, 
nal while as yet there was no darkneſs of fin in him at 
ble. all. There was no impurity to be ſeen without, no 
ugh eyes diſtorted to ſquint after any unclean thing: the | 
tongue ſpoke nothing but the language of heaven; | 
dg MW and it might He ſaid of man, as we read in the Pſalms, 
S 0: W The king's SON was all glorious within, and his cloathing 
ts of of wrought gold. | 
here He was the only favourite of heaven; to be crown- 1 
le to ed with glory and worſhip, His communion and 
the fellowſhip was immediately with his maker, who ad- 
1» O'F mitted him to a confederacy with heaven, in the firſt 
ig covenant, called the covenant of works, which required 
on e perfect obedience under the promiſe of life, and the 
d ne- penalty of death. The law was that man ſhould ge- 
; but eve whatever Gop ſhould reveal; and to do what- 
en Nfl ever he ſhould command. And as a proof of man's 
it the obedience, Gop commanded him mot to eat of the tres 
of knowledge of good and evil, making this the rule of 
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of man's covenanted obedience. ; 
_ For man's obedience to this law Gop promiſed him 
OD e 


life; the continuance of natural life in the union of 
his ſoul and body, and of ſpiritual life in the favour | 
of his creator, and of eternal life alſo in heaven, after | 
he had paſſed the time of his trial upon earth, and 
the LoRD ſhould ſee proper to tranſport him into the 
regions of eternal bliis, 

The 
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The penalty was death, both temporal, ſpiritual 
and eternal death. Thus in the day that Adam did 
eat of the forbidden fruit, he was a dead man in law, 
though the execution was ſtopped, till another cove- 
nant ſhould be prepared, for the ſake of his poſterity 
then in his loins. That day, his body received its 
death wound, and became mortal. His ſoul alſo was 
ſeized by death, and loſt its original righteouſneſs, 
and forfeited the favour of Gop. And he became 
liable to eternal death; for, the wages of ſin is death, 
which would have followed the tranigreſſion imme- 
diately, had not God in his mercy provided a media- 
tor, who found man bound with the cords of death, 
as a malefactor ready to be led to execution. 

In all this proceeding the Almighty manifeſted his 
love to mankind. The firſt covenant was an act of 
grace and free favour, Man in his original ſtate was 
not at his own, but at God's diſpoſal. Gop was 
free to have diſpoied of man as he ſaw meet. Nei- 
ther had man any thing to work with but what he 
had received ſrom Gop. Before the covenant man 
was bound to pertect obedience, in virtue of his natu- 
ral dependence on Gop: and death was naturally 
the wages of fin; which the juſtice of God could 
and would have required, though there never had 
been any covenant betwixt GoD and man. But 
Gor, on his part, was free: man could never have 
required eternal lite, as the reward of his works, if 
there had not been ſuch a covenant. Though man 
had ftood in his integrity, as long as the world had 
been deſtined to ſtand, and there had been no cove- 
nant promiſing eternal life to him for his obedience, 
Gop might juſtly have withdrawn his ſupporting 
hand at laſt, and made him reſt in the womb of no- 
thing, from whence almighty power had drawn him 
out. But the covenant being graciouſly made, Gop 
becomes debtor to his own farthfulneſs : ſo that man 


became intitled to a reward of promiſe, on the faith 
of 
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of the covenant. Thus from the beginning man had 
no claim upon Gop, in his own right; but is in- 
debted to the divine grace and free favour for every 


bleſſing he receives. | 13 
Gop did not- only enter into covenant with his 


creature man; but he made him Lord of the ſublunary 
world, prince over the inferior parts of the creation, 
and univerſal lord of the whole earth; gave him domi- 
nion over the fiſh of the ſea, over the fowls of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth on the earth; to 
diſpoſe of, and to uſe them for wiſe and good purpoſes. 
All creatures came before him, received names from 
him, and acknowledged their ſubjection; and tamely 
and quietly payed homage to him, as their lord and ru- 
ler. The Lons kept nothing from him, but the tree 
ef knowledge; which was to be a teſt of man's obe- 
dence to Gop's ſovereign dominion: that while he 
aw himſelf lord of the creation, he might not forget, 
that he himſelf was Gop's ſubject. This tree was 
alſo a memento of his mutable ſtate, to guard him 
azainſt the inticements of fin ; and to teach him that 
his happineſs did not conſiſt in the enjoyment of the 
creatures, but that he was to look to GoD for hap- 
pineſs. 

In theſe circumſtances man enjoyed a perfect tran- 
quility within his own breaſt; ſo that he had a per- 
fect calm without. His heart had nothing to re- 
proach him with: conſcience had nothing to do, but 
to direct, approve and feaſt him; and without no- 
thing could annoy him. The happy pair lived in 
perfect love: their knowledge was extenſive, clear 
and true; yet they knew no ſhame, which entered in- 
to the world with fin. They were naked; yet were 
in no need of clothes to cover them from ſhame 
or the inclemency of the air. They were liable to 
no diſeaſes nor pains; and though they were not 
created to live in idleneſs, yet toil, wearineſs and 


lweat of the brows were not known in this ſtate. 
Man 
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Man in this ſtate of innocence did not only enjoy 
all the power, honour, bleſſings and pleaſures, which 
his nature was capable of, and the earth could afford 
in the garden of Eden, which produced every thing 
for neceſſity, convenience and delight; for therein 
was every tree that is pleaſant io the fight and fer food : 
but he was made immortal. He would never have 
died, had he not ſinned. Death is the conſequence 
of ſin, and not of a ſinleſs human nature. The te- 
ſtimony of the apoſtle is expreſs: By one man ſiu eu- 
tered into the world, and death by ſm. 

From the premiſes we collect, that Gop made 
man upright, and that man was the caule of his own 
ruin: that GoD may juftly require of man perfect 
obedience to his law ; a6 þ condemn them for not 
keeping it perfectly, becauſe he gave man ability to 
keep the whole law, and that ability is loſt by man's 
own fault; which fault could never take away Gov's 
right to exact perfect obedience, but expoſes man to 
puniſhment for his diſobedience : and that our help 
in this ſtate of fin is in JesUs CHr1sT, the ſecond 
Adam, who has bought us with the price of his own 
blood, and purchaſed for us a ſtate of ſalvation, with 
this additional ſecurity, that we ſhall never periſh, 
nor be plucked out of Gop's hand any more (Jahn x. 
28.) Thus free grace will ſave thoſe whom free will 
made miſerable. 

In this account, we have a reproof for thoſe, who 
hate religion in the power of it, and can take plea- 
ſure in nothing, but in the world, and their Juſts, 
Theſe are, as the apoſtle calls them, haters of GoD, 
for as much as they hate Ye, the image of Gon 
in man. Another reproof for ſuch as put religion to 
ſhame, and thoſe, who are med of religion before 
a wicked world: who ſecretly approve of religion, 
and will behave like Chriſtians in religious company; 
yet, when linked in with the fools, who ſay there is 


no Gop, or with men, who make a mock of * 
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and ridicule religion with an impious jeft, a profane 

ribe, or a broad laugh; will yield to the counſel of 
the ungodly, fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful, and walk 

in the way of ſinners; be aſhamed to own their re- 

igion» rather than ſeem to diſſent from their neigh- 

bours. They would do well to conſider this ſerip- 
ture ſeriouſly, where CHRISTH declares, that, whoſo- 

wer ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my words in this adul- 

trrous and ſinful generation ; of him alſo ſhall the f of 
nan be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels. And here is a reproof for thoſe, 

who are not content with ſuch knowledge as Gop 

has been pleaſed to beſtow upon them; but ſtrive to 

be wiſe above what is revealed, and wreſt the ſcrip- 

tures to their own deſtruction. 

Again,who can look back to the ſtate of innocence, 
and not bewail the ruins of that once ſtately building, 
man? Then there was no ſtain in our nature, no 
clouds in our minds, no pollution in our hearts, no 
rebellion in our will, no diſcord in our affections. 
But ah ! how are the mighty fallen? How is the faithful 
aty become an harlit ® The heart, which once was the 
temple of Gop is now become a den of thieves. The 
un is fallen from our heads : wo unto us that we have 


ſaned; for we are plunged into a gulph of miſery. 


Yet there is hope concerning this thing : for, thanks 


be to Gop, which giveth us the victory over fin by our 
Lord IEs us CHRIST ; if we quit the firſt Adam and 
his covenant, and place our truſt on JesUs CHRIS 
the mediator and ſurety of the new and a better cove- 
nant, we ſhall be renewed in holineſs, and enabled 
to recover that happineſs, for which we were created. 


THE PRAYER. 


() Almighty creator, who haſt given me a ſoul, of 


greater value than all the world, give me allo 


wiſdom and grace to eſteem and regard it, as I 
ought; that I may never neglect it, nor prefer my 


vile 


ſecond ſtate, and is as different from the firſt as death 
is from life; ſin from innocence, darkneſs from light, 
miſery from happineſs. | 

In the fall of man- we have three agents, namely 
. Gop, ſatan, and man. In this tragedy Gop acteth 


a part; but in a different manner from that we have 
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vile body before it: but that I may always act ae. - 
cording to the dictates of a good conſcience, taking c 
the greateſt care, and making the beſt proviſion for * 
my ſoul with the aſſiſtance of thy grace. And though 
I am conceived in iniquity and fin, and thou in juſtice | 
may impute unto me the guilt and rebellion of my — 
firſt parents, whoſe original corruption overſpreads MW ©: 
me, and ſhews its ſad effects in every part and faculty - 
of me, I am not without hope, that there is a door po 
open for me to recover thy favour, and that, O Gon * 
of all grace, thou wilt repair in me what I have lot . 
in Adam, 75 the righteouſneſs of thy beloved Son, allo 
my bleſſed Lord and Redeemer. Amen. it m 
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given to him in the creation of man: for the good 
{tate of man was properly, directly, immediately and 
wholly wrought by Gop: but he did only /ufer the 
evil ſtate to be brought to paſs by evil inſtruments, 
Vet, we are not to ſuppoſe Gop was an idle looker i 
on, as if he had caſt off the care of the world and 


his creatures, and left all to chance: for he had (0 
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his eternal counſel made an immutable decree of this 


tall of man, and the means thereof ; and that for the 


ſetting forth of his glory, which is the end of all his 
decrees and actions whatſoever. 

That Gop is greatly glorified by this means is 
manifeſt ; becauſe hereby it appeareth, that Gop 


only is conſtant, eternal, and the ſame for ever ; his 


moſt excellent creatures being ſo variable. Hence 


lays the apoſtle : Let Gop be true, and every man be a 
lar, as it is written, that thou mighteſt be juſtified in thy 


ayings, and mighteſt cvercome when thou art judged. —It 
alſo ſheweth that God is % in puniſhing ſin. And 
it made way for the ſtate of ſalvation, the greateſt 


proof of the mercy of Gop; the attribute whereby 


he is moſt of all glorified. Beſides, in this conduct 
of the deity, we have evident teſtimonies of the 
power, wiſdom, truth, patience, and of the whole 
glory of Gop. 

Satan and man were the inſtruments, whereb 
(Gor brought his eternal counſel to paſs. Gop had 
no hand or dealing in this matter of the fall; he only 
permitted them to do what they liſt. Gop neither 
commanded nor adviſed it; but he carefully fore- 
warned our firſt parents of the fall. Moreover, he 
neither put any evil motion in their minds, nor with- 
drew from them any natural grace, whereby they 
mould have been ſupported ; but left it to their free 
»ice, whether they would be clean and obey his 
law, or rebel againſt his command. And here let it 
be obſerved, that, as the fall of man came to paſs by 
s own free will, the creature was not compelled to 


in, through the neceſſity of God's decree ; and that 


his divine decree did not take away, but eſtabliſh 

an's free will. 
Man having by fin ſeparated himſelf from Gop, 
oſt that conjunction of perfect holineſs and happi- 
eſs, which he had with him, and was caſt out from 
ne preſence of God, and out of paradiſe. His body, 
which 


70 Of the Fall of Man into 


which before was beautiful and majeftic, becam: I in 
deformed and contemptible. Inſtead of continual th 
health, he became ſubject to infinite diſeaſes, infir- v 
mities, ſickneſſes and ſores. His happineſs was ex. w. 

poſed to as many dangers and accidents, as there 
were things in the world; for there is nothing, but bu 
may become mortal to him by ſome means or other. be 
And his immortality is ſuperceded by death. Fot he 
the babe often dies before he is born to live. Great to: 
numbers are cut off by death in the flower of their N at: 
age: and they that live many years are ſeldom free MW an 
from labour and ſorrow : their years are full of mi- ita 
ſery. 
f we view the ſtate of the ſoul, we ſhall find the int 
underſtanding, which was once as clear as the ſun in ¶ de! 
the meridian, overſhadowed and choaked up wit of 
palpable darkneſs, groſs errors, ſtupid ignorance, and be 
perplexed with an uneaſy conſcience. His will u mi 
become perverſe, abhorring whatever is good, and bu 
cleaving to that which is evil. His affections are WM tha 
raging, and degenerate into inordinate luſts: and th: 
there can be nothing found in the whole nature i tha 
man but horrible confuſion. wil 
Thus the whole man is fallen into a ſtate of perdi- g- 
tion. An angel is placed with a ſword to keep him clit 
out of paradiſe. He can no longer boaſt of his ab- the 
ſolute power over all creatures; many of them being pre 
ready to tear him in pieces. His affeQions are for of! 
the moſt part fixed on the produce of this world: ¶ yet 
and the miſeries of this -life are but the beginning of ¶ the 
thoſe unſpeakable miſeries, which have no end, but iro: 
continue for ever, For, all the ſorrows, pains, and 
miſeries of this life, and death itſelf, are but an en- 
trance to that eternal miſery, which is prepared for 
ſinners. The greatneſs of which miſery conſiſts in 
that intolerable grief for the loſs, or that happiness 
enjoyed by the faithful, and in ſuffering thoſe pains 
which the world undergoeth in utter darkneſs, and 
WJ 
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in the loweſt pit, where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is as unquenchable as the anger of Gop, 
which in the day of wrath ſhall be poured upon the 


wicked. 


All this may be eaſily conceived and underſtood: 
but it is with ſome difficulty preſumptuous man can 


be prevailed upon to acknowledge the loſs of that in- 


herent purity, which his nature was blefled with be- 
fore Adam's tranſgreſſion. A loſs that muſt not be 
attributed to GoD, whoſe gifts are without repent- 
ance, and whoſe nature is far from any ſuch incon- 
ſtancy; but to man, and to him only, who made a 
total apoſtacy from Gop, though not with a wilful 
intention to renounce God and all holineſs ; but un- 
der the influence of ſatan, and through the nature 
of fin ; which like leaven, ſoureth the whole lump, 
be it ever ſo big, where it once gets admiſſion, Adam 
might think that the eating the forbidden fruit was 
but a ſingle and ſmall offence, but the tempter knew 
that it would prove an univerſal apoſtacy from Gop;z 
that it would deprive both him and his poſterity of 
that light of mind, of the actual inclination of his 
will to do good only, and of whatſoever elſe was 
good in him; becauſe, that man, having once in- 
clined his will to diſobey his maker, and admitted 
the leaven of unbelief into his mind, he could not 
preſerve his affections and actions from the contagion 
of ſin. Thus while the ſweetneſs of the fruit was 
yet in the mouth of Adam, its venom pierced into 
the moſt inmoſt parts of his ſoul, leaving no part free 
from the corruption of fin. His mind being dark- 
ened by the deluſion of the devil, ſo that he thought 
evil to be good, and the way to extreme miſery to be 
the only way to the greateſt happineſs ; it could not 
be, but that his will, affections and actions, and all 
the faculties both of body and ſoul ſhould be cor- 
rupted ; becauſe a corrupt mind bringeth forth a per- 
verie will, and a ſinful will producetn inordinate af- 

fections. 
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fections. Hence the mind is darkened, and all the 
outward actions are defiled. 

Therefore Adam loſt the purity of his nature by 
continuing in the ſin into which he had fallen; and 
by adding one meaſure of ſinfulneſs to another, till 
he arrived at a conſtant habit and natural diſpoſition 
of ſinfulneſs. And, as he was himſelf ſinful, fo he 
left his ſinfulneſs to all his poſterity : ſo that every 
one deſcended from his Joins may ſay with great pro- e 
priety, 1 am faſhioned in ſm, and in iniquity did my mo- | 
ther conceive me. | 

This ORIGINAL sIN or corruption, is emphati- 
cally named the old man, which is corrupt according t1 
the deceitful luſis, Eph. iv. 22. where we learn, that 
it is the nature of this fin to influence and pollute the 
actions and faculties of the ſoul and body in ſuch a 
manner, that almoſt nothing at all is ſeen in a man 
thus corrupted, but fin ; his manly vigour and virtue 
being utterly indiſpoſed for a ſpiritual life and prac- 
tice, till it be reſcued and reſtored by the powerful 
grace of Gop. 

The apoſtle calls original ſin, a man; not as if it 
were à creature after GoD's own image and likeneſs ; 
but as he appeared after the corruption of mankind, | 

when the LoRD looking down from heaven upon the W ,;. 
children of men, to ſee, if there were any, that would ton 
underſtand and ſeek after Gop, declared that the 
Were all gone aſide, and were altogether become filthy : ſo nat 
that there Twas not one that doth gond, no not one. is 
Mankind being thus corrupted by original ſin and of 
the infection of Adam derived on all his unhappy po- wil 
ſterity, every man corrupts himſelf more and more I A. 
by actual ſin. The longer he lives, and the more he ¶ ung 
acts, the more he increaſeth that original ſtock of lin „ 7 
conveyed to him by the firſt tranſgreſſion. Where- nen 
ever ſuch a man moves, he acts in his own corrupt co! 
ſphere. Even in his very prayers, and other religious ¶ tive 
acts, which one might think ſhould raiſe him ab A fa. 


himſelf, 
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| 0A 
limſelf, and the common level of natural deprava- 
tion, he is not able to rife above his own cqrrupt 


centre. Though he ſeems to move out of it, it is 
but by fits and ſtarts; and in all ſuch ſpecious per- 


| formanoes, he is like a ſider, which indeed in mov- 


ing up and down ſpins a web, but out of its own 


| bowels; being, notwithſtanding its buſy and reſtleſs 


activity, faſtened by a continued thread to its own 
earthly principle. | 

Thus the natural man in the beſt of his actions, 
never leaves nor forſakes himſelf. He may kneel, 
proftrate himſelf, look up to heaven, knock his breaſt, 
ſigh, groan, and perform his prayers, and other de- 
votional acts with much affectation, ſtrictneſs and ſe- 
verity; yet all this may be no more than ſo many 
kypocritical, cuſtomary and counterfeit acts of wor- 
ſhip. He ſings and prays in the old man. His cha- 
rity may be the work of the old man; who in the 
midſt of lifeleſs formalities maintains his ground, and 
flatters the ſoul into a confident belief of her being in 
a good ſtate. - Thus men are taken captives at the 
deviPs twill, (2 Tim. ii. 26.) and which is worſe, they 
do not feel their captivity. 

O wretched man that I am, who ſpall deliver me from 
this bray of in! is an apoſtrophe, that becometh every 
tongue, which is made fenſible of the nature of ori- 
ginal fin. It is not human wit and reaſon, nar our 
natural parts and abilities, that can deliver us from, 
or guard us againſt the enſnaring power and artifices 
of in, For, the light a natural man pretends to, 
will never carry him to the rot of fin and corruption. 
All the corruptions of the heart lye undiſturbed and 
undiſcerned till the law comes: for when the com- 
mandment comes, fm revives. Which ſhews the emi- 
nent uſe of the diſpenſation of the law in the work of 
converſion, This alone diſcovers {in in its own na- 


tive corruption ; making thereby a beginning towards 
a laying change of the ſoul, and convincing us, at 
E che 
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the ſame time, how greatly gur diſcerning faculty is 
impaired in religious duties. So, though men are 
enſlaved by ſin, they do not diſcover it, till the law 
comes and revzves lin, 

They, who would conquer this fin, muſt put off the 
old man; they muſt put him off entirely, not only in 
the mortification of the deeds of the fleſh, groſs vices 
and notorious corruptions ; but alſo the more interior 
defilements of the heart, will, reaſon, thoughts and ima- 
Fane. , 0 

IThis is, or ought to be the daily and uninterrup- 
ted taſk of a Chriſtian. For, we cannot put off the 
old man at once. It is a work of time: becauſe we 
Mall daily diſcover him in his deceitful luſts, affecti- 
ons, and corruptions. How, many, then, deceive 
themſelves in their notion about putting off the old man. 
The ſober man may think he has put him off, when 
he has got quit of ſome gre/s ſin, and embraced ano- 
ther more refined: or broke himſelf of a notorious 
cuſtom-of drunkerineſs, &c. and contracted ſome in- 
ward defilements in thought and deſire. But ſobriety 
is not taught by nature, but by grace and therefore 
the ſober man can never put off the old man, except he 
deny.ungodlineſs and lothe worldly deeds and luſts. 

This fin is called an mawellng fin (Rom. vii. 17, 
20.) becauſe it never quits its uſual habitation, We 
may hate and mortify the deeds of the fleſh : but we 
are not able entirely to deſtroy the firſt cauſe, from 
whence they proceed. This is the ſin which doth /o 
eaſily beſet us, and is known by the name of the law of 

; becauſe it revives and ſtirs up all other fins, and 
influenceth them with its evil motions and com- 
mands. It is likewiſe called the body of fin ; becauſe 
it 1s branched out into abundance of earthly mem- 
bers, and cloged with a multitude of unfruitful works 
of darkneſs; ſupplying all the members with vicious 
inclinations, and keeping a plentiful ſtock within. 
It is called ty fleſh Iyting againſt the ſpirit, It is the 


fountain 
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ſuntain head conveying poiſon to all the ſtreams, that 
flue from it. It is the /2ed of corruption, which is 
found in every child of Adam. And it is a ſpiritual 
ktroſy handed down by an hereditgry infectious ge- 
neration in human nature. | 

It is called original ſin, becauſe it is the ſpring of 
l diſorders overflowing the world, and of the judg- 
ments of Gop ptoyoktd by them. Alas! ſuch is the 
miſerable ſtate of man: if an infinite reſtorer does 
not reſcue us from it, we muſt at laſt ſink, into the 
gulph of eternai” miſery, and loſe all the very leaſt: 
impreſſion of the divine life and goodneſs. - | 

This original corruption hath not only debauched 
all the faculties of the ſoul, but all the actions of all 
the faculties. What good can deſcend from fo viti- 
ated an original? s can bring a clean thing from an 
unclean ? A corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. Nei- 
ther can a err yup? tree bring forth good” fruit, Here Jr- 
us declares it to be an utter impoſſibility to do any 
thing really good; and all Human endeavours are 
flenced before the ſpiritual tribunal of this impartial 
judge. Becauſe thoſe endeavours are not moved, 
influenced and enlivened by that heavenly principle, 
rhich is neceſſary for a right performance of ſpiritual 
duties. Whatever man does well, it is a work of 
ace, and not of nature. 1 

Hence alſo we learn the neceſſity of regeneration; 
nat thereby a new bent and biaſs may be put into 
the ſoul, to overcome, at laſt, that*carthly bent 
herewith the ſoul is tied down to fin and corrup- 
jon. Which regeneration is not a handful of moral 
wilities; nor a ſet of fine ceremonies; nor the 
ſtrictneſs of the Phariſee ; nor the ſeverities of the 
eathen; nor the fair dealing of an honeſt man; nor 
ne obſervance of a form of religion ſet up by human 
authority; nor a zealous defence of ſome party-opi- 
ions; nor the learning and wiſdom of a great ſcho- 
ar ; nor yet a fit of devotion raiſed by reafoning on 
E 2 the 
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the terrors of the law, or by approaching judgments, 
Alas! all theſe things fall infinitely ſhort of that ve. 
generation, which is the new birth, enjoyed by the 
Loy to all thoſe, who will enter into the kingdom 
of Go. 0 | 
Hence we are taught the nature and neceſſity of 
regeneration. It is not a partial, but a total change, 
though imperfect in this life. Our Whole nature is 
corrupted : therefore the cure muſt go through every 
part. Regeneration makes not only a new head for 
knowledge, but a new heart and new affections for 
holineſs. All things become new. And this change is 
not to be. made by any human means; but by the tru 
mighty power of the ſpirit of Gop, A man muſt be and 
bern of the ſpirit, John iii. 5. For, as nature is cor- MW by 
rupt, none but the Gop of nature can change it. grat 
The neceſſity of regeneration alſo appears in this thy 
ſcripture ; Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the nel: 
kingdom of (30D, unleſs at a-diſtance, as the rich man ¶ for 
in the goſpel ſaw it from hell. No unclean thing and 
can enter heaven: but we are Wholly unclean ina 


L ke 
THE PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY GoD, and moſt merciful! Father! it 

is thy infinite mercy, that fills me with a deſife 

20 love thee. It is thy divine light, that opens a way 
for me to ſee my own darkneſs: and it is thy hea- 
venly call, which has awakened me into a ſenſe ot 
my corrupt ſtate and helpleſs condition. By thy 
light, I have diſcovered the depravity and perverſe- 
neſs of my will, the blindneſs of my underitanding, 
the rebellion of my paſſions, the defilement of my 
imagination, the pollution of my memory, the va- 
nity of my reaſon, the iniquity of my members, and 
the conformity of my whole body to the courſe of 


this world, Grant, therefore, gracious LoRD ! * 


Of the Weakneſs of human Nature. 77 


the work of my converſion, which is fo happily be- 
gun, may by thy grace be carried on to the ſalvation 
of my ſoul. | 4%, 

Alas ! how far hath original fin degraded me from 
that original integrity, which 1s required by thy law, 
and which was by the grace of creation conveyed to 


me. Thy law is holy and juſt; but my nature is 


unholy and carnal. Thy law is pure and right, but 
my nature is degenerate and crooked, Thy law is 
quick and lively, but my nature dead in treſpaſſes and 
fin, and become an abomination in thy ſight. Let, 
therefore, the miniſtration of the law work in me a 
true brokenneſs of heart by 9 knowledge of ſin: 
and then let the miniſtration of the goſpel revive me 
by the promiſe of, grace; that the ſtill- voice of thy 
grace, O Father] may reſtore unto me the joy of 
thy ſalvation, and make me a ſacrifice of righteouſ- 
nels on the altar of thy love, through the merits, and 
for the ſake of thy Ga Jesus CHRISH my Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the WE AKNess F human Nature, or 
Man's INAB1LITY to recover himſelf, and 
of the Neceſſity of a SAv1OUR. 


O the other miſeries entailed upon mankind by 

the fall, we.muſt add his utter inability to recover 
bimſelf. For, as there is no way for an unconverted 
man to help himſelf out of that ſtate, but either in 
the way of the Jaw or covenant of works, by doing 
all himſelf without CHRIST; or elſe in the way of 
the goſpel, or covenant of grace, by exerting his own 
ſtrength to lay hold upon, and to make uſe of the 
help offered him by a Saviour, he is not able to re- 
3 cover 
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cover himſelf by thoſe means from the abyſs of iig, 
wherein he is buried. Becauſe we were within 
lrength (Rom. v. 6.) till CHRIST died forethe ungod). 
and, though CHRIS is come and offereth help ty 
ſinners, we cannot partake of that help, or we canny 
come unto CHRIST, (i. e. believe in him) except the Fa. 
ther draw us by hearing and learning of the Fathi, 
John vi. 25, 35. FIT: 

The ſinner by working can never recover himſelf, 
Let us work *. do our beſt, we ſhall never be able 
to work ourſelves out of the ſtate of corruption and 
wrath, We muſt be in CHRIST and CHRIST in us, 
or we periſh everlaſtingly. ; 

He that pleads for he efficacy of works according 
to the law, would do well to conſider this ſcfipture: 
1f thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments, For, 
here is required perfect obedience ; which can nevu 
be found in a ſoul, that is unregenerate, becauſe the 
principle of action muſt be perfectly pure and alto- 
gether without ſin. Beſides, this obedience muſt be 
as extenſive as the whole law; he is denounced ac- 
curſed who continueth not in every thing written 11 
the law. A vain thought, or an idle word will ſhut 
one up under this _ This obedience alſo mtilt 
be perfect in degrees; as the obedience of Adam, dur- 
ing his ſtate of innocence, We muſt love Gon wi 
all our heart, with all our mind, and with all our ſirengil. 
The leaſt defect in any one degree of that love is 1 
breach of the law, and leaves us under the curſe; 
and we are entirely ruined unleſs we take hold ot 
CHrIsT, and renounce all our righteouſneſs as filthy 
Tags. Moreover, this obedience muſt be perpetua!, 
Curſed is he that CONTINUETH not in all things written 
in the law to do them. Hence, though Adam's obedi- 
ence was for a while abſolutely perfect; yet at length 
by eating the forbidden fruit, he fell under the curl: 
of the law. So that, notwithſtanding a man ſhouid 

live in perfect obedience to the law of Go, all the 
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days of his life, and only at the hour of death enter- 
tain a vain thought, or pronounce an- idle word, it 
would deprive him of ſalvation by the works of the 
law. No man cometh to the Father, but by the ſon: net- 
ther is there ſalvation in any other. He only can ſatisfy 
the divine juſtice ; and he is the propitiation for our 
fins. 

What then are we doing, while we preſumptuouſly 
ſtrive to help ourſelves, and to paythe debt contracted 
by ſin, without receiving and uniting with Jesvs 
Curtrs7? Aflaming [word of juſtice keeps us off from 
the tree of life. Ihe law denounceth a curſe on us for 
all we are doing. If we live and die out of CHRIST, 
without being actual! iy united to him, as the ſecond 
Adam, a life-giving ſpirit, and without coming under 
the covert of his atoning blood ; though we ſhould do 
the utmoſt any man on earth can do, in keeping the 
commandments of Gop, we can never ſee the face 
of Gop in peace. Thus it is certain, man is unable 
to recover himſeif by the way of works, or of the lato. 

Let us now ſee how far man is capable of improv- 
ing the help offered by CHRIST, and of recovering 
himſelf in the way of the goſpel. IFithout faith it 18 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. Salvation is offered to them 
that will believe in CHRISH: but how can we be- 
lieve, Saving faith is not attainable by our own 
ſtrength and power. It is the ſpecial gift of Gop, 
wrought in us by his ſpirit. Salvation is offered to 
them, that will come to CHrrsT : but 1 man can 
come unts him, except the Father draw him, It is of- 
fered to them that look towards him; but the natu- 
ral man is ſpiritually blind; ſo that he cannot ſee 
nor know the things of God, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned, ” How can one believe and re- 
pent, whoſe underſtanding is darkneſs ; whoſe heart is 
amy, inflexible, inſenſible; whoſe affections arc 
wholly diſordered and diſtempered; who is averſe to 
good and bent to evil: 

E 4 


Believing, 
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Believing, repenting, and the like, are the produce 
of the new nature: they can never be produced by the 
old corrupt nature: therefore man cannot work a 
change in himſelf, He muſt be regenerate, begotter 
again unto a lively hape? in which regeneration man is 
paſſive only. Nothing can open a heart that is ſhut 
againſt CHRIS, but the grace of Gop. None can 
quicken the man that is dead in ſin, and raiſe him 
out of the grave of corruption, but Gop himſelf. 
Moreover, before we can profit in the way of the 


goſpel, we mult be created in CHRIST JESUS wnts 


good works, Eph. ii. 10. which requires an omnipo- 
tent agent to perform, 

The man, that is under an utter inability to do any 
thing truly good, can never obey the goſpel, ſo long 
as he remains in that depraved ſtate, The corrup- 
tion of man's nature infallibly concludes his incapa- 
city to recover himſelf in any manner of way. He 
cannot command one good thought; we are not 105 
featent of ourſelves to THINK any thing, as of ourſelves : 
our ſufficiency is of GoD. He cannot be ſure of utter- 
ing a good word. Zow can ye, ſays CHRIST, being 
evil, SPEAK good things, Ina word, we can do nothing 
without CHRIST, John xv. 5. 

Leet us then admire the freedom and power of grace, 
which comes to us inourhelpleſs condition, makes our 


bonds of ſlavery to fall off, and brings us out of the ſtate 


of ſin and wrath. Let the natural man be ſenſible, that 
there is no help for him in his own ſtrength, and that 
there is no coming to CHRIST, till he be drawn: 
and let every mouth confeſs that there is an abſolute 
need of CHRISTH, and of his overcoming grace; for 
it is he that giveth us the victory over fin and death, 

Being thus ſatisfied, that human nature could ne- 
ver recover its loſt {tate by any endeavours of its 
own-: it follows, that, to fatisfy God's juſtice and 
to repair man's nature, without which there,could be 
no reconciliation with heaven, it was neceſſary to 


find 
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find out a middle and common perſon, who by having 
man's guilt and puniſhment tranſlated on him, might 
ſatisfy the juſtice of Gop; and by having a plenitude 
of Gop's ſpirit and holineſs in himſelf, might be able 
to ſanctify and repair the nature of man. Which 
perſon could be no other but the /n of GOD; who 
by his Father's appointment, his own voluntary of- 
fcring, and the Holy Ghoſt's ſanCtification, was fitted 
for the buſineſs. 

Thus a covenant beidg made between Gop and 
CHRIST, that all who ſhould belieye in CHRIST 
ſnould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, upon con- 
dition, that CHRIST ſhould in his own perſon pay 
the debt due from man to his maker, that he fhould 
take upon him the form of man, and his name; that 
he ſhould obey the Father in man's ſtead; do all for 
man that Gp ſhould require, and, by ſuffering in 
the fleſu the puniſhment, which man had deſerved, 
ſroutd ſatisfy the juſt judgment of Gop, under the 
penalty that lay upon man to have undergone ; ju- 
itice was ſatisſied and mercy was magnified. Gop 
of his free grace accepted of this payment and ſatiſ- 
faction. And the Lord JESUS CarisT entered into 
the ſame covenant of works, that Adam had broken, 
to reſtore his race to the favour of the almighty. 
Wherefore CHRIST, our Redeemer, is called the 


ſecond Adam and Lord from heaven; who has all the 


elect included in him, who are the fir/i-barnin God's 
favour, and have their names written in heaven ; even 
as all the ſons of men born into the world are included 
in Adam, the firſt earthy man. 

Thus the LoR willing to ſhew mercy to ſinful 
man, and yet to maintain the authority of his law, 
took ſuch a courſe as might beſt manifeſt his cle- 
mency and ſeverity. CHRIST entercd into covenant 
and became ſurety for man, and thereby became, an- 


ſwerable for man's engagements; without which 


there could have been no ſalvation, 
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THE PRAYER. 


LMiGHTY Gon, who knoweſt that J have no 

power of myſelf to help myſelf, keep me both 
outwardly in my body, and inwardly in my foul, that 
I may be defended from all adverſity which may hap- 
pen to my body, and from all evil thoughts, which 
may aſſault and hurt the ſoul. And becauſe the 
frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep me 
ever by thy help from all things hurtful, and lead 
me to-all things profitable to my ſalvation ; ſo that 
being regenerate, and made thy child by adoption and 
grace, I may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit, 
through our Lord Jzsvs CHRIST. Amen, 


ſ 


II. 


Of the Promiſe of Redemption by Jrsus 
CHRIST. And of Saluation by Faith 
alone, end net by the Works of the Lane. 


If AN, by his ſin, being become the child of 
wrath, and both in body and ſoul ſubject to 
the curſe and the vengeance of his almig gbty creator, 
was afraid, and fſcugkt to hide himſelf from: the fireſence of 
_ But Gop ſearched him out, called unto him, 
erroved him for his crime; and then mercifully pro- 
med to give his only begotten ſon to reftore man- 
kind to his favour, and to a ſtate of ſalvation ; in 
theſe words, faying unto the ſerpent, which had 
cauſed Eve to fin, T will put enmity between thee and the 
tooman, and between thy ſeed and her ſced. He (the 
ſeed of the w oman) foal! break thy bead, and thou ja! 

brute his heel, 
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This was the firſt goſpel, or good tidings of ſalva- 
tion. Gop called our Lord Jzsus CHRIST the ſeed 
of the woman, to ſignify that his ſon ſhould take 
upon him a real human body; and that, as the ſer- 
pent had wrought the deſtruction of man by ſeducin 
the woman, even ſo he would work ſalvation to 
mankind by the woman. For, of a woman ſhall a 
ſeed or child be born, which ſhall break the head, 
power and kingdom of ſatan, and conquer fin, dam- 
nation and death. All which confirms, that we are 
made whole and cleanſed from fin, and delivered 
from the curſe, the devil, and everlaſting damnation, 
only through the mercy and grace of Gop by JESUS 


ChRIST. . 


J he head of the ſerpent fignifes the power and do- 
minion of the devil, which he acquired by the fall of 
man. By the Hcel, we are to underſtand the fleſh of 
Custer, which the old ſerpent bruiſed and perſe- 
cuted by was” "oi the chief prieſts, and by Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, CHRIST ſuffered for us in the 
teth, having become partaker of cur fleſh and blood, 
that through death ke might d:/lroy him, that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them, au 
through fear of death, were all tleir life-time ſubje? t9 
bondage: for, he tak not upen him the nature of angels ; 
but he tot on him the ſeed of Abrabham—t make reconcilt- 
ation for the ſins of the people. | 

By this treading dein of the Loxp, Gop hath 
troden down the kingdom of /atan : or, by his death 
CHRIST has deitroyed death, and given life to a> 
many as believe in him. Wherefore, CHRIST ſaith, 
Now tis the judgment of this world : now ſhall the prince 
of this world be caft out : and I, if be lifted up from the 
earth, i. e. cruciſted, will draw all men unto me. | 

The enmity on this occaſion, put between the ſer- 
pent and the ſeed of the woman, is an expreſs com- 
mand for man, never to give place to the devil, but 
te renounce and to reſiſt =_ If we hope to 3 
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of the mercy of Gop in the redemption of mankind, 
we muſt hold no communication or commerce with 
the devil. All which is verified in the lives of thoſe, 
whom Gop hath drawn to Chriſt ; they tread down 
the devil under their feet: whereas they, who are 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, walking after their own un- 
godly Iufis, who being ſenſual, ſeparate themſelves from 
the love of GoD, having not the ſpirit, Jude 18, 19. 
Adam was ſo ſenſible of the mercy of Gop, and 
ſo thoroughly believed in the ringer” 4 that he and 
His poſterity, then the children of wrath, of the 
devil and of death, ſhould live through the bleſſed 
ſeed, that he changed the name of his mate from 


that of woman, (i. e. taken out of the man) to the. 


name of Eve, which fignifies 4%½ ; in remembrance 
'of this happy event, and for a memorial of his faith, 
For, he believed that his wife now living in the 
power of the bleſſed feed, ſhould bring forth perfect 
men, as touching the fleſh ; but children that ſhould 
hve unto Gop through JESUS CHRIST. And from 
a'l this it is evident, that Eve had the ſame faith 
ih her huſband, that neither they, nor any of their 


poiterity could be ſaved by any work or merit of 


their own, but only through and in the bleſſed ſeed, 

which is our Lord ſesus CHRIST. 
This is the faith. our firſt parents taught their im- 
mediate oifspring, that they might give them a true 
ſenſe of the promiſes of God, of his mercy, and cf 
his intention concerning the Meſſiah or Saviour, 
that was to come. A ſuppoſition warranted by the 
raith of their ſon Abel; of whom St. Paul makes this 
remark : By faith Abel offered unto GoD a more excel- 
dent ſacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witneſs that 
he was righteous, Gov tytifying of his gifts. But as 
there could be no righteouſneſs except through the 
bleſſtd feed, it followeth that Abel was made righte- 
ous through faith in JESUS CHRISH; in whoſe me— 
rits he truſted, and not in any outward ſacrifice, 
Which 
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which cannot purify the inward man, though it be 
acceptable to GoD, as a token and fruit of a heart 


| that is thankful unto, and feareth Gop; and alſo 
as a type of that ſacrifice, oblation and ſatisfaction 


once offered for all men by our Saviour CHRIST. 


And as ſuch, this ſacrifice by Abe/, as well as thoſe, 
which were offered by the faithful, until CHRIS 
was crucified for the ſins of the whole world, may 
be accounted ſacraments of things to come. : 

But before we purſue that ſabe, it behoves us 
to turn our thoughts towards the cauſe of the diffe- 
rent effects, which attended the offering of Abe! and 
that of his brother Cain; for herein we ſhall dif- 
cover an original draught of a carnal, and of a ſpi- 
ritual man; of one that depended upon his own 
works, and of one, that depended upon the pro- 
miſes and grace of Gop. 

In Abel is an example of Gop's feed; and of a 
regenerate true faithful chriſtian. In Cain is found 
the ſeed of the ſerpent, a child of the devil, which 
deſpiſeth the inſpiration of GoD, and hearkeneth to 
the deceitful ſerpent. In which compariſon we thall 
diſcover the meaning of that enmity, which Go 
placed between the ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed 
of the ſerpent. By which is ſignified, that there ſhall 
be two manner of people, one of whom ſhall cleave 
unto CHRIST the bleſſed feed ; the other ſhall cleave 
unto the devil; whoſe generations fhall always be at 
variance in faith and religion. As if Gop had ſaid, 
] will bleſs my ſeed, that they ihall cleave only un- 
to me; fear me, honour and worſhip me, and in- 
tercede for my favour through the bleſſed feed, living 
a virtuous, ſober and honeſt life. But the ſerpent 
will tempt their ſeed with all ſubtilty and deceit, to 
make their children not to love me, nor to ſerve 
me, as they ought to do; nor to ſeek me in the 
ways of my commandments; nor to truſt in __ 
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but to love the world and the fleſh, and to follow 
their luſts and temptations. . : 

Behold ! we find all this in the two firſt brethren 
we read of in ſacred hiſtory. In them we have the 
difference between true and falſe believers. Abel 
was ſimple, godly and firm in faith towards Gop; 
for by bringing the beſt of his ſubſtance to offer un- 
to the Lord, he expreſſed a moſt lively ſenſe of hi; 
love for, and dependance on him; and of his en- 
tire reſignation to the divine will. He alſo followed 
that which was good ; gave no way to temptations, 
and lived an innocent, virtuous and friendly life, 
Wherefore the LorD was pleaſed with his ſacrifice, 

On the contrary, in Cain we find the image of the 
unregenerate man. His heart was not towards his 
maker. He diſſembled with the almighty, and his 
own ſoul: he ſet his heart on the things of this 
world; grudged to give Gop his due; deſpiſed Gop's 
promiſe, and followed the imaginations and devices 
of his own carnal heart, which are evil continually : 
therefore his ſacrifice did not pleaſe Gop. 

Thus, in theſe two brethren is ſet forth the whole 
contention and ſtrife, which the world, the city of 
the devil; the children and citizens of the curled 
city, (wherein the ſerpent beareth rule,) ſhall make 
againſt the city and citizens, wherein, and over whom 
CHRIST is the head, and reigneth unto the end of 
the world. The freemen of the city of Gop and of 
CHRIST, cleave only unto Gop; ſerve him with all 
their heart, and build their hopes only upon CHRIST. 
The citizens of the ſerpent deſpiſe Gop, yet make 
an outward profeſſion of him: they call themſelves 
after his name; make ofterings unto him, pray un- 
to him, and worſhip him with their lips, and by the 
poſitive inſtitutions of religion ; but are far from him 


in their hearts: neither do they their acts of devoti- 


on, as they ought to do; and when they perceive that 
their 
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their faith is not right; that it wants the enlivening 


grace of Gop, and that God hath ſearched out their 


| iniquity, and is diſguſted at their hypocriſy and fin, 
then they break out into open defiance of their ma- 


ker, and work all iniquity with greedineſs. Thus 


| Cain, enraged at the acceptance which Abels ſacri- 


fice found before GoD, went out and flew his bro- 


ther; and when Gop would afterwards have re- 


claimed him, endeavoured to bring him to a juſt 
ſenſe of his ſin, and would have pardoned him: but 
he would not hearken to the voice of the LorD, but 
wrangled and turned away from his face and mercy, 
For which the Lox D was wroth, and curſed him. 

This ended in deſpair. For, being perſuaded by 
the ſeed of the ſerpent, which Jurked in his heart, 
that Gop had forſaken him, Cain grew more wicked, 
dealt altogether ungodly, fixed his mind on the 
means to make himſelf great upon earth, and endea- 
voured preſumptuoufly to defend himſelf from the 
puniſhment of the curſe of Gop, by building and 
tortifying himſelf in a City. 

Cain having thus forfeited his title to univerſal re- 
demption through the promiſed feed, and killed Abel 
his righteous brother, Adam was bleſſed with another 
child, whom he called Seth, or the Plant; becauſe he 
believed that GoD had ſet and planted him as a 
branch, out of which, in Abel's ſtead, the MAeſſiab or 
Saviour ſhouid be born. 

From Seth proceeded the generation ef the righ- 
teous, He taught, his children to put their belief 
and truſt in God ; to comfort themſelves in the bleſ- 
ſed ſeed, and to ſeek for ſalvation through the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah. For, in the days of his ſon Euss, 
men began t9 call on the name of the Lord. Thus from 
the righteous Seth ſprang the faithful ſervants of Gop 
until Noah, in whoſe days the curſed race of Cain 
and of the ungodly was deſtroyed and drowned by the 
flood, , 
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In the line of Seth we read of Enoch, who is tin. 
uiſhed for his faith in the promiſe, where it is ſaid 
he walked with Gop, or ordered his life and conver- 
ſation altogether after the will of God ; according to 
what had been revealed unto Adam: for which it is 
particularly recorded in ſcripture, that Gop took him; 
whereby Enoch became an example of the immorta- 
lity of the ſoul, and of the reſurrection of the body; 
and that all Gop's ſervants ſhall after this life enjoy 
eternal glory. 

However, the ungodly iſſue of the ſerpent's ſeed 
increaſed in number, more than the righteous, who 
took to themſelves wives and huſbands from among 
themſelves, and begat a generation of people with- 
cout faith, without the knowledge and fear of Gon; 
and who lived after their own Juſts, though the 
Lokp gave them a warning of one hundred and 
twenty years for their repentance. This drew upon 
them the wrath and juſtice of the Almighty upon the 
unbclieving world. They forgat Gop utterly ; and 
Gop deſtroyed them all by a flood ; that all poſterity 
unto the end of time might have a terrible example 
of his power to punith ſuch as deſpiſe his mercy, and 
provoke his wrath. | 

The generation of the ungodly and unrighteous 
being thus deſtroyed by the power of Gop, faithful 
Noe was ſaved in the ark through the grace and 
mercy of GoD; becauſe he believed in CHRIST. 
And with him the LorD renewed the covenant he 
had made with Adam, and gave unto him certain 
laws relating to marriage, and the education of chil- 
dren in the fear of Gop: to eating of blood, which 
is a figurative expreflion commanding that no man 
ſhall murder, oppreſs, extort, bear falſe witneſs, de- 
fraud, or deceive: and enjoining the love of GoD 
and of our neighbour, 

Noe believed the Loxp, and was ſaved by that 
belief in CHRIST, or the bleſſed ſeed, promiſed to 

brute 
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bruiſe the ſerpent's head. But he was unhappy in 


uf his children. From ſome of them idolatry, offering 
at to images, and to animals, to the hoſt of heaven, Cc. 
er: I human ſacrifices, and falſe religion overſpread the 


2 greateſt part of the earth. Even his ſon S hem, of 
whoſe ſtock was born Abraham, was corrupted in the 
"> Wl faith, by which Noe and his family had been ſaved ; 
"wi and yielded tothe iniquity of the times. 
N Here God's love towards mankind manifeſted it- 
50% cel in a moſt eminent degree; no leſs than in the 
promiſe to Adam, He called Abraham out from the 
idolatry, which had darkened the fincere faith in 
Chaldea, and renewed with him the covenant made 
with our firſt parents, or rather turned that promiſe 
into a covenant with Abraham and his ſeed. Get theeout 
fy country and from thy kindred, and frem thy father”s 
ſe, unto a land that I will ſhew thee, ſaid the LorD: 
and I will make of thee a great nation, and Iwill bleſs 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou fhalt be a blef- 
ng. And I will efiabliſh my covmant between me and 
thee, and thy ſeed after - thee, in their generations, for an 
everlaſting covenant ; to be a GOD unto thee, and to thy 


the earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt obeyed my voice. 
Which ſeed St. Paul declares to the Galatians, was 
CHRIST. So that the premiſe made to Adam, to 
Noe and to Abraham, was one promiſe, one Saviour, 
one CHRIST, one faith. Wherefore it is written, 
that Abraham believed alſo in JESUs CHRIST and was 
Javed, having through faith ſeen the day of CHRIST's 
manifeſtation to the world, and rejoiced ; becauſe 
CHRIST is the true joy of a troubled conſcience. 
Abraham is thence called the father of the faithful. 
And if we believe and do, as Abraham did, then are 
we Abraham's children, and ſhall reſt in his boſom, 
even with him in the kingdom of Gon. 77 ye be 
CHRIS T's, fays St. Paul, then are ye Abraham's ſeed, 
and heirs according to the promiſe. 
n 
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ſeed after thee. And in thy ſced ſhall all the generations of 
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In which vocation of Hrabam we are to obſerve, 
that the promiſe of Gop's hleſſing through CHRISI, 
was not conhned to any particular people or nation: 
but that, they, of every nation and language upon 
the face of the carth, who are of faith, or who in. 
herit his belief, {ſhould be Abraham's children, and 
Bleſſed with faithful Abraham. Which promiſe or co- 
'venant was the very voice itſelf of the goſpel, it be- 
ing a true teſtimony of JESUS CHRIST, as the ſame 
apoſtle witneſſeth in this remarkable paſſage. Ti 
ſeripture farefering, that GoD would juflify the heath ii 
threugh faith, preached before the geſpel unto Abraham, v 
Jorg in thy {ced fhail ALL nations of the earth be bleſſed, WW © 
Ibis being eſtabliſhes, there remains no difficulty (MW ti 
to aſcertain the faith of Abrabur's poſterity. Jactds { 
ladder was a ſingular type of CRRIST, where that a 
patriarch was convinced that CHRIS was the only d. 
way to lead him to heaven. And his memorable W Þ: 
prophecy, juſt before his death, concerning Shiloh ot m 
the Saviour, to be born of the ſtock of Judah, very is 
clearly pointed out the time of the birth of Jesvs IM hi 
CHRIST. 

After the death of the patriarchs, though the /, 
raclites leaned too much to the idolatrous worſhip of 
the Zzypiians, there remained many devout and faith- 
ful men amongſt them, who ferved the LoRD zc- 
cording to the covenant made with Abraham. For, 
the parents of Mſes, when he was born, hid him /y 
Faith three months; becauſe they ſaw he was a prefer 
child, to execute the grand conditions of the covc- 
nant made with Abraham. And dy faith Moſes, wh 
e was come to years (of diſcretion) refuſed to be calls 
the ſen of Pharaoh's daughter; chuſing rather to ſuf 
affietion with the people of GOD, (who had kept ti: 
faith in the midſt of an idolatrous generation) han! 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſen ; eflecming the re 
proach of CHRIST greater riches, than the treaſures i 


Egypt ; fer he had reſpett unto the recompence of the 165 
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ward, ¶ laſes alſo manifeſted his faith in CHRIS by 
his deſpiſing the threats of Pharaoh, and leading the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt; through this ſame faith, he kept 
the paſſrogr and the en of blood and by fanh he 
conducted them through the Red-ſea as by dry land. 
In all which the prophet ſaw CHRisT, though mut- 

/ible to the carnal eye of nature. | 

The law given by AZoſes was alſo a way unto 
CuRISsT. The 2 were become like the ſin- 
ners before the flood: they were corrupted by the 
iniquitous practices of the heathens, and their hearts 
were departed from thoſe duties, which Gop exact- 
ed for a confirmation of the faith in his people from 
the foundation of the, world. So that when Gop re- 
ſolved to deliver them from the houſe of bondage, he 
alſo determined to lay before them in writing thoſe 
duties, which before were only committed to the re- 
politory of their hearts; that his commandments 
might remain always before their eyes, and take 
from them all manner of excuſe for duſobedience to 
his law. 8 | 

Gop knowing the hardneſs of their hearts, and 
the difficulty of drawing ſinners immerged in fin, irre- 
ligion and idolatry from their evil courſes to a new lite, 
without convincing them firft of his almighty power 
to deſtroy them, firſt magnified his omnipotence in 
the mighty works he performed to bring them out of 
Egypt, and to deliver them from the army that pur- 
ſued them through the Red ſcag and then command- 
ed them to purify or cleanſe themſelves for the re- 
ception of his law and ordinance, in which he would 
in a moſt ſolemn manner renew the ancient cove- 
nants with them, and receive them as his own peo- 
ple, notwithſtanding they had forſaken him, and 
provoked him by their temporizing with the idola- 
trous heathens, to give them up for ſo many years 


paſt to the ſcourge of their Egyptian taſkmaſters. | 
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That theſe laws ſhould be more deeply impreſſed 
upon the 1/rae/ites, Gop ſpake them with his own 
mouth; and wrote them with his own fingers upon 

two tables of ſtone. But theſe laws and ofdinancesy 
were no new device. For, compare. them to the 
duties practiſed by the holy patriarchs and fathers of 
old, who had no written law to walk by, and we 
ſhall find that they are the very dictates of Gop, 
which they had engraven upon their hearts ; and only 
now committed to ſtone, when the people had got- 
ten ſtony hearts. 

I am not ignorant that ſome men will ſay, that 
this is a law of works, and that by its promulgation, 
the promiſe of ſalvation by faith is made of none ef- 
fect. This way of reaſoning hath deceived many 
into a wrong opinion and faith of the grace of Gop, 
But hear the apoſtle. What ſaith he to the Galat:- 
ans : << Brethren, I ſpeak after the manner of men: 
though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man diſannulleth, or addeth thereto, 
Now to Abraham and his ſeed, were the promiſes 
made. He faith not, and to /eeds, as of many; but 
as one, And to thy ſeed, which is CHRIST.“ Where 
we learn, that as the teſtaments or works of men are 
held fo ſacred and inviolable, that no body dare add 
unto or take ought from them ; but they muſt con- 
tinue as they are of themſelves: there is much more 
reaſon why God's teſtament or bequeſt ſhould re- 
main unalterable, without addition or diminution. 
"Therefore as Gop made a teſtament or bequeſt with 
Abraham, and therein promiſed to give him a ſeed, in 
whom he and his children ſhould be faved : and he 
did appoint the ſame ſalvation expreſly in one, and 
not in many ſeeds; we muſt add nothing unto Gop s 
bequeſt, becauſe he has promiſed ſalvation in 
CHRIST only, and not in many; neither in any 
creature, nor in our own power and works of the 
law): neither may we imagine that the law was 2i- 

terwarus 
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terwards added to the intent, as though CHRIST 
were not able to ſave us; or we might obtain ſalva- 
tion by doing the works of the law. And, thus it 
followeth in the ſame epiſtle. “ This I ſay, that 
the covenant that was confirmed before of God in 
| CHRIST, the /aw,.' which was four hundred and 
| thirty years after, cannot diſannul, that it ſhould 
make the promiſe of none effect. For, if the inheri- 
| tance cometh by the laws then it is not given by | 
promiſe, But Gop gave it freely unto Abraham by 1 
promiſe.” In which ſcripture we are clearly taught, it 
| that ſalvation is given only of the grace of Gon. 
through the promiſe, and not through any works or 
merit in man; and that the law of the promiſe, which 
is the covenant confirmed before of GoDp in CHRIST, 
remaineth ſacred, and unalterable, and giveth us ſal- 
vation freely. | | | | 
« Wherefore then ſerveth the law? It was add- 
ed, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, till the.jeed ſhould come 4 
that was promiſed.“ The law was given, not to 1 
make the promiſes of Gop of none effect, and to- 
teach inen to ſeek their ſalvation through works; 
but it was given becauſe. of franſgreſſion, or the apo- 
ſtacy of the people of God in £zypt, who had tranſ- b 
greſled the way and truth of their holy progenitors ; 
and were fo beſotted* with the cuſtoms and ways of 
the Egyprians, that they had no knowledge of what 
was fin, right or wrong. Therefore Gop ordained 
them a law, out of which they might learn his di- 
vine will, be informed what fin, right and wrong is; 
and he brought them to a knowledge of themſelves, 
and how to walk with God : at the ſame time be- 
ing inſtructed by this proceeding of the Almighty, 
that the mere natural man is not able to do the d 1 
works which Gop requires; and that we ſtand in 
need of a mediator. Hence it is evident, that the 
law was given to fulfil the promiſe by leading us unto 
CHRIST, : 
AH © [ 


94 Of the legal Infitutions. 


All which is illuſtrated by the following palage; | 


It was ordained or given by angels in the hand of 
a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of 
one; but Gop is one. Is the law then againſt the 
promiſes of God? Gop forbid. - For, if there had 
been a law given, which could have given life, ve- 
nly righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law. But 
the ſcripture hath- concluded all under fin, that the 
promiſe by faith of JESUS CHRISIHH might be given 
to them that believe. Before faith (or CHRTSTH) 
came, we were kept under the law, and ſhut up un- 
to the faith, that ſhould afterwards be revealed. 
Thus was the law our ſchoolmaſter to bring us to 
CHRIST, that we might be made righteous, or be 
juſtified by faith.“ Gal. iii. | 

Nothing can be more evident upon this authority, 
which 1s indiſputable amongſt Chriſtians, that the 
lay was given to hold up our duty continually be- 
fore our eyes; that it is not contrary unto, nor ſub- 
ſtituted in the ſtead of the covenant of promiſe ; and 


that it ſerveth to wean us from fleſhly luſts and the 


love of the world, and to bring us in the way of 
godlineſs unto JESUS CHñRITSHTH; informing us what 
we ought to do, and what we ought to leave un- 
done; yet without fruit, where there is no faith to 
make it perfect. 

Under the law were many institutions; ſome of 
which were merely ceremonial, and others were j1ua:- 
cral, In theſe, it has been thought, there may be 
found ſome ground for meritorious works. But 
they who rightly conſider thoſe inſtitutions will be 
better inſtructed ; and convinced that the ceremonies 
of the Zews neither ſerved nor pleaſed Gop, when 
they were not accompanied with faith and a ſpiritual 
mind. They were ſigns and tokens of heavenly 
things not ſeen; but were not the things themſelves. 
They were confined to one altar and to one place 


for the offering up of ſacrifices for fin, Which ww 
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the ſign or type of the altar of the croſs, and that ſa- 
Lrifce of CHRIST himſelf once offered thereupon 
for the fins of the whole world. The entering of 
the bigh-prigft: once a year into the inward taber- 
nacle With blood, ſignied that our Lord IEsus 
C:R1sT ſhould ſhed his blood once for all to cleanſs 
and to forgive us our fins, and then to aſcend into, 
heaven: and all the offerings and ſhedding of blood” 
in the ſacrifices of the ancient fathers, were fo many 
vpes of the death of CHRIST, atoning for our fins. 
Noching was cleanſed amongſt them without blood, 
70 ſhew that our uncleanneſs muſt be purged by the 
blood of CHRIST. And the prieſthood ordained to. 
each, to pray, to make interceſſion for the people, 

nd to offer their gifts, and to ſacrifice, repreſented 
the prieſthy office of the Lord JEsus, who came into 
this world to teach us truth and righteouſneſs ; then 
o offer himſelf to his father for our fins, and tb be 
ur mediator and eternal. advocate im the preſence. of | 
10D. | 
Hence, it is eaſy to underſtand that theſe rites and 
eremonies were given to the people of Gop, not for 


1tward, viſible and corporal things, as their whole 
ty; but to enable them to lift up their minds to 
piritual things, to fix upon GoD, as their real good, 
ind to behold CHRIST with the eyes of faith. Thus 
hen the beaſt was ſlain in the facrifices, the Jews 
night reaſon with themfelves; Wie that are ſin- 
ers, and debtors unto GoD, and might have been 
ed and condemned by him for ever, are here mo- 
uments of his mercy, and wait the coming of the 
romiſed ſeed, which ſhall die upon the croſs, cleanſe 
5 with his blood, and by his death reſtore us unt. 
te; as ſurely as this beaſt is ſlain and offered before 
Pur eyes.” In like manner, when the blood was 
prinkled over the people for the bodily purification, 

| ; they 


nem to ſerve the-LorD with the letter, and with © 
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they applied it ſpiritually, “ fo let the blood cf 
CHRIST be ſprinkled to the purifying of our ſouls,” 
From hence grew repentance and godly ſorrow for 
treſpaſſes and fins; and a joy, comfort, praiſe and 
thankfulneſs unto.GoD for all his mercies beſtowed 
upon ſinful man. | 
The judicial laws, are only an enforcement of the 
duties contained in the fixth commandment, and 
more particularly in thoſe words of the goſpel, © Love 


thy neighbour as thyſelf;” and “ what you would, 


that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto 
them.” And as ſuch, theſe laws are no other, but 


thoſe written in the hearts of all the faithful before 


the days here mentioned. 

That this was the belief of all the virtuous kings 
and Iraelites after the publication of the law, to the 
manifeſtation of CHRIST in the fleſh, appears plainly 
from concurrent teſtimonies in the holy ſcriptures; 
that they truſted, in CHRISH, and not in the law cf 
Moſes. £9 hy 

Jaſbua the immediate ſucceſſor of Moſes was a typ: 
of CHRIST. As, 7e/bua brought the {ſraclites into the 
land of promiſe, even ſo are we brought into eternal 
reſt, not by the works of the law, nor through our 
own merit, but by grace through JESUS CHRIS. 
And this faith, through which Jana was enabled 
to do great things, continued with little variation till 
the reign of David, a man fo excellent in faith, that 
he obtained the teſtimony of being according to 
Gop's own heart. Whoſe faith in the promiſed 
ſced is ſo largely exemplified in the Pſalms, that there 
is no need to dwell longer upon its certainty and ap- 
plication to the bleſſed Jesus, of whoſe kingdom, 
e affirms, there ſhall be no end. 
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S APRAYER of Thankſgiving to Gop for our 
| Knowledge of the Means of Salvation. 


O him that is of power to eſtabliſh us, accord. 

| ing to the goſpel, and the preaching of IE- 
sus CHRIST, according to the revelation of the my- 

| ftery, which was kept ſecret ſince the world began; 
but now is made manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlaſting GoD, made known to all nations, for the 
| obedience of faith; to Gop only wiſe, be glory, 


| through Jesus CHRIST for ever. Amen, 


[ 
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BOOK Txs SECOND. | 


O F 


CHAT. I 


Of the Time and Covenant of Grace; and 
of the State and Day of Grace. | 


KWYLIFHKAVING treated of the time of the pro- 
H miſes, in which Gop through the pro- 
miſed ſeed, JesUs CHRi1sT, comforted, 
M. 2 of cleanſed, and preſerved his elect from the 
beginning; and, having ſhewn that the 
faith in CHRIST is the ſame, as was promiſed for 
our redemption; and that there was no other way 
for reconciliation with the Almighty, but through be- 
lief in that promiſe, in all the generations from 
Adam; let us now add a ſhort inſtruction concerning 
the Time of Grace, and the performing of all the pro- 
mifes. 

Here we find GoD raiſing up another prophet like N be 
unto Moſes, with a particular charge for all men to Wnatio; 
hearken unto him, under no leſs a penalty than eter- 
nal perdition, to thoſe that ſhall be deaf to his call. 
Yet, the Loxp keeps ſtedfaſt to his promiſes ; intro- 

| ducing Worgiy 
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& ducing none other religion, faith, nor ſalvation, but 
the ſame as he had required of the ancient fathers. 
le gave a covenant by JEsus CHRIST; yet it 
was not given to deſtroy, but to fulfil the Jaw and 
& the promiſe. By this covenant the vail was taken 
away, all types, figures, ceremonies and ſacrifices 
did ceaſe; and all were made complete or perfect to 
be underſtood and practiſed. The text is the law 
and the prophets: the expoſition is found in the 
New Teſtament. 

The goſpel records the birth of the promiſed ſeed, 
Jesus CHRIST ; uſhered into the world, under the 
form of a man, by an heavenly hoſt, who ſang glory 
to Gop on high, and on earth peace; unto men 
good-will: and to take away all doubting, which 
might ariſe, concerning his dignity, from a bare in- 
and ſpection of his poverty, another angel was diſpatched 
with this meſſage to the ſhepherds, “Fear not, be- 
bold! I bring you tidings of great joy; this day is 
born unto you in the city of David, the Saviour, even 
ECHRIST the LorD, the promiſed ſeed, which ſhould 
ſave all the world from the power of the devil, cleanſe 

them from fin, and deliver them from damnation. 

the A matter of great joy, not to them only, wha 
the ¶ were immediately concerned about his nativity ; but 
| for ¶ to the faithful, who were dead in the faith of CyrisT 
* Who were paſt, who were then alive, and remained 
1 be- 


rue to the promiſed ſeed, and to all generations that 


* 


pro- 
pro- 
ted, 


rom ¶ were to come into the world, and to partake of the 
ning Funiverſal redemption of mankind through his merits 


pro- {and interceſſion. Therefore the angel adds, „ which 
hall happen unto ALL people;” according as it had 
like been promiſed to Abraham, © In thy ſeed thall ALI. 

n to ¶ nations of the earth be bleſſed.” 
eter- WY This is the goſpel of the new covenant, of which 
call. I Gop ſpake, when he promiſed, © I will be their 
itro- WMzoD, and they ſhall be my people.” And, © I will 
ie Worgive their iniquity, = I will remember their ſin 
2 no 
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no more.” See 7, 31, Sc. But this ful 
and perfect forgiveneſs is not called the New 79%. 
ment, as if there had been no remiſſion of ſins to the 
faithful children of the promiſe; but becauſe the pro- 
miſe made long before unto the fathers was now con- 
firmed, renewed, ſulfilled, and the old figures, by 
which it was repreſented, were done away, and abro- 
ated. | | 

Thus the Lord Jesvs alone is given by his father 
and our father, his God and our — for a propi- 
tiation of our fins: and is ſet forth for the only ſal. 
vation of the whole world. So that not only ve, 
that are now alive and believe, are ſaved; but al! 
they, who either before, or after his incarnation and 
manifeſtation to the Gentiles, believed on him, were 
ſaved, G 

However, this ſalvation, though it be offered unto 
us freely by the grace of Gop, is not to be obtained 
without we“ fulfill the law with a love from a pure 
heart, out of a good conſcience, and of an unfeigned 
or undiſſembled faith.” 

When the time came for IEsus to preach, and to 
ſhew himſelf unto the world, the word of the Long 
came unto hn Bapti/t, who, having himſelf preach- 
ed unto the people of /ſ/rae/ repentance and forgive- 
neſs of {ins through JESUS CHRIST, bear record that 
the ſame JEsUs was the fulfilling of the law and the 
prophets, both Gop and man, and our only ant 
everlaſting Saviour, who with the ſacrifice of his ow! 
body ſhould cleanſe the world from fin. “ Behold, 
ſaid he, this is the Lamb of Gop, that taketh awa! 
the fins of the world.” Furthermore, John hung all 
ſalvation ſo perfectly and wholly on JESUS CHR15), 
that he plainly declared, Out of his fulneſs w: 
have all received grace; for grace and truth came by 
Jesus CaurisT.” Therefore, being in priſon. be 
ſent all his diſciples to JEsUs, with command to fol- 


low him, and he himſelf, to the laſt, continued n 
preac 
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ful | preach CHRIST purely and clearly, without either 
* ceremonies or oblations, as neceſſary means of ſalva- 
the tion. 
Pro- But what was this record of ahn; compared to that 
con. made by Gop himſelf? When Jxsus had received 
» by WM baptiſm from the Baptiſi, the heaven opened, the ſpirit 
bro- N of Gop appeared over him in the ſhape of a dove, 
and a voice came from heaven ſaying, * This is my 
ather beloved fon, in whom I am well pleaſed.” 
rOpt- Jesus having entered upon his miniſtry, to preach 
fal- Galvation, he began with theſe emphatical words, al- 
We, luding to the promiſe of the bleſſed ſeed, The time 
at al ¶ hid he, is come, the kingdom of Gop is at hand; 
anc WW repent, and believe the goſpel.” To confirm his 
were ¶ commiſſion, he healed all diſeaſes, caſt out devils, 
and raiſed the dead unto life again : which are deeds 
unto BE out of the power of any, but the Gop of our falvation. 
ined WF And in return for thoſe mighty cures and benefits, 
pure ¶ Jesus requires nothing but a ſtedfaſt faith and con- 
gned WM dence in him; and lays no greater penalty upon us 
for our fins, than ** Go thy way and fin no more: 
nd to ¶ take heed that a worſe thing come not upon thee.” 
080 Thus we learn the ſubſtance of true religion. It 
eaCi- ¶ lieth in a right faith, and in an innocent life; that in 
81V- Wour converſation we keep ourſelves from all filthineſs. 
1 tha And at the ſame time, to diſcourage human inventions 
d tht Win Gop's worſhip, he rejected long prayers, vain- glo- 
and Mrious faſting, and giving of alms to be ſeen of men: 
OV" Wand he expreſſed his diſlike to traditions and com- 
hold, Wmandments of men, to diverſities of ſets, to gar- 
_ ments made for diſtinction, and to all outward ſhew 
of religion, But he diligently preached, and poſi- 
s tively required that man ſhall ſeek for remiſſion of 
15 wens, true righteouſneſs and everlaſting life, through 
meh Whim only, and through his croſs and paſſion, and by 
on be Hno other means. e declared, that Gop is not 
o fol- pleaſed with outward ceremony, ſacrifices or pomp; 
__ but in ſpirit and in truth; with ſuch works as 
reac 
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proceed of love and mercy. And alſo he taught, that 
the children of Gop are bound to keep themſelves 
from the works of darkneſs, and that they ſhould 
live in the light, and walk in holineſs all the days of 
their lives. D 

Jesvs not only preached the goſpel, but he offered 
himſelf for our ſins. He died, that we might live.“ 
His death was accompanied with many things to con- 
vince us of the benefits of CHrIsT's paſſion to man- 
.kind.—Thevall of the temple was rent from the top to 
the bottom, toſhew, that all ceremonies and figurative 
things were aboliſhed and brought to an end by his 
death: that the way to eternal ſalvation was open- 
ed: that all the types in the tabernacle, in the ſacri- 
fices, in the rites and ordinances, were now fulfilled 
and abrogated: that the croſs of CHRIST was the 
only object for the faithful to look unto: that the 
heel of the virgin's ſeed was well troden upon, in 
CHRIST's ſufferings and death; but that he, at the 
ſame time, had ſo broken the ſerpent's head, that he 
triumphed over death and the grave. 

The earth quaked, the ftony rocks were ſplit 
aſunder; ſo the preaching of the death of the ſon of 
God hath altered the face of all the world. It has 
made great and mighty men to tremble: and many 
ſtony hearts have been thereby moved to faith, re- 
pentance and obedience to GoD's commands. 

Out of his precious ſide, pierced with a ſpear, 
there iſſued forth water and bled, to ſhew us that by 
the death of CHRIST we are purified from all evil, 
and made heirs to eternal life: for, water cleanſeth, 
and in the blood is the life of man. 

By his reſurrection CHRIST teacheth us, “ That 
as in Adam all died, even ſo in CHRISTH we ſhall all 
be made alive, to follow him up to heaven, there to 
live with bim for evermore.” 

Thus Jesvs CHxrsT became the ſalvation of the 
faithful, even the Lamb of God, which hath been 
ſacrificed 
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ſacrificed from the beginning of the world. This is 
he whoſe power and deliverance cleanſed all them, 
that put their truſt in Gop, through the bleſſed ſeed. | 
This is the right and true ſalvation, that CHRIST 
Jesus came into the world to fave ſinners: and this 
is the ſum of true religion. Wholo perverteth this, 
Gop will turn away himſelf from him. Who ſhall 
add any thing unto this doctrine, Gon will add unto 
him the power of his wrath : and whoever ſhall take 
_ therefrom, God will take ſo much from his 
ife. | 

This is the faith, which CHrisT committed to 
his 2poſtles to preach to all nations: for which end 
he ſent the Holy Ghoſt, after his aſcenſion, to bring 
to their mind all that he had taught and commanded, 
and to give them the gift of tongues, that they might 
ſpeak to every nation in their native tongue. 

Their preaching was of the ſalvation, which was 
purchaſed only by CHR1sT, and to be attained unto 
only by faith, They preached repentance and for- 
_ of fin through JesUs CHRIS T T. They 

ewed by the power of Gop, that the whole race of 
mankind being dead in fin, and laid under the domi- 
nion of ſatan, curſed and damned; God in his mercy 
to us all, had ſent his ſon into this world to die for 
vs, and with his death to reſtore us unto life, and 
to waſh us with his blood, to the end, that all that 


believe in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 


life. ge it known unto you, men and brethren, 
ſays the apoſtle, that through I Rss is preached un- 
to you the forgiveneſs of fins, and that by him, as 
many, as believe, are juſtified from all things, from 
the which ye could not be juſtified by the law of 


* g 
In this covenant we find Gop almighty covenant- 
ing on the part of heaven, according to the promiſe 


by Jeremiab. I will be their God.” Where we 


are to conſider him N upon the children of men 
4 in 
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in a ſtate of ſin and corruption; “ all are gone aſide, 
become filthy, none doing good, no not one. And 
therefore, this is a covenant of reconciliation, and 
of peace, for thoſe, who are tranſgreſſors of the law, 
and are at enmity with heaven. Here alſo we diſ- 
cover God's eternal decree to manifeſt the glory of 
his free grace, love and mercy, in the ſalvation of 
loſt man, according to that of the apoſtle ; we are 
faid to be ſaved © according to his own purpoſe and 
grace given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world be- 
gan.” For without ſuch a purpoſe of grace, there 
could never have been a covenant of grace, But 
juſtice was to be ſatisfied. Sin was to be atoned, 
and his law was to be magnified and made honour- 
able. Mercy could not be ſhewn, but upon terms 
agreeable to law and juſtice. -Which required more 
on the part of man, than nature 1s able to, perform: 
wherefore it became neceſlary to ſeek for and obtain 
a mediator, who ſhould be able to ſatisfy divine 
juſtice. 

This was JESsus CHRISTH, the fon of Gor. He 
is the contracting-party in the covenant of grace for 
man. There is but one mediator between Gov 
and man, the man CHRIS JEsUs ;” who gave him- 
ſelf a ranſom, and became the mediator of the new 
covenant, and thereby the federal head, and repre- 
ſentative of the ſpiritual ſeed. 

The neceſſity of ſuch a repreſentative, ſurety and 
mediator, appears from the inſufficiency of mankind 
to perform the conditions required by a juſt and holy 
Gop for giving life unto us. Our goods were no- 
thing unto him, no ſacrifices nor offerings could 
atone for the ſin of the ſoul. Gop, therefore, to 
manifeſt his grace, provided a Mediator and Re- 
deemer for us ; that we ſhould have nothing to boaſt 
of under the covenant of grace, he made this cove- 
nant with CHR1:T, and not with ſinners: CHRIST 


only performs the conditions. Sinneis partake thereof 
by 
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by faith. For, «© it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace, not of works, leaſt any man ſhould boaſt.” 
The reaſon for this proceeding appears, that the 
communication of righteouſneſs and life might be 
made in as ſhort a way, as the communication of ſin 
and death. © As by one man's diſobedience many 
were made ſinners: fo by the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous.” As all the human race 
were loſt by the fin of their natural repreſentative : 
ſo all they that believe ſhall be ſaved through JESUS 
CHRIST their repreſentative, and the quickning head 
of the new covenant. Therefore it is written, 
« God ſendeth his own ſon in the likeneſs of finful 
feſh, and for fin condemned ſin in the fleſh, that the 
righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us.” 
Hence we are taught, that believers are juſtified 
immediately by the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, with- 
out any righteouſneſs of their own intervening : 
even as all men are condemned upon Adam's lin, 
before they have done good or evil in their own 
perſons:“ or, as by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all 
men to juſtification of life.” | | 
The way to enter perſonally into the covenant of 
grace, ſo as to partake of its benefits unto falvationz 
is to unite ſincerely with CHRIS, the head of the 
covenant, by faith. And being thus grafted into 
him, we ſhall partake of all that happineſs, which is 
ſecured to CHRIST by the everlaſting covenant,which 
he has made with his father for us. | 
It is a neceſſary caution, to beware of that practi- 
cal corrupting of the covenant of grace, by making 
covenants of our own upon certain conditions to ob- 
tain ſalvation. This was the miſtake of the carnal 
Jews, who miſinterpreting the, intention or ſpirit of 
the law corrupted the covenant of grace; looking 
for life and ſalvation, not through the promiſed ſeed 
E £ aloue, 
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alone, as they ought to have done, but for their 
obedience to the moral and ceremonial laws. Thus 
many Chriſtians do err, not knowing the ſcripture 
nor the power of Gop; for, thinking that ſalvation 
is propoſed to them in the word, upon the condition 
of faith, repentance, and ſincere obedience to Gop'; 
law, are content to ſeek for ſalvation by a conſcienci- 
ous performance of theſe duties only, as all required 
on their part of the covenant of grace. But ſuch 2 
practice quite overturns the nature of the covenant 
of grace: for, “to him that worketh, the reward is 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt. If it be of 
works, then it is no, more grace.” 

The ſinfulneſs of this practice is great: it is no 
Jeſs than an overlooking of CH RIS＋H our mediator by 
the Father's appointment, and ſubſtituting ourſelves 
in his place and ſtead, to do and to work for ourſelves 
in the atonement of divine juſtice : a preſumption 
to lay a foundation to bear the weight of their ſalva- 
tion, which divine wiſdom ſaw they were quite un- 
able to bear. The conſequence whereof muſt be, 
that they who thus preſume upon their own ſtrength 
and works to obtain eternal life, will reap ſorrow 
and diſappointment. ©* CHRIST is become of none 
effect unto you, whoſoever of you are juſtified by the 
hw; ye are fallen from grace.” Our part, then, is 
only to take hold of Gop's covenant offered and ſe- 
cured to us in the goſpel. And this hold is taken by 
taith in CHRIST; believing that he is held forth to 
us, who conhde and truſt in him, as our Saviour; for 
our ſalvation from fin and divine juſtice, upon the 
ground of God's faithfulneſs in the premite, that 
« whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life:“ for, he is given for a cavenant 
to us; and * to receive him, is to believe in his 
name.” 

Why then is it written, that rightecuſneſs is a con- 
dition of this eavenand? This is a condition; but 
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not exacted of man, but of CRRISH, who faith te 
the Baptiſt, It becometh us to fulfil all righteouſ- 
neſs.” This was the condition propoſed unto the 
ſon of GoD by his Father, on which his ſeed ſhould 
be ſaved, and upon which the promiſe of eternal life 
was made to them, and not for any work or deed of 
their own performance. Thus it is written by 1ſazah,. 
When thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin, 


he ſhall fee his ſeed. He ſhall ſee of the travail of his 

ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied: by his knowledge ſhall 
| my righteous ſervant juſtify many: for he ſhall bear 
| their iniquities.” Wherefore, being about to ſuffer, 


CHRIST declares, ** This cup is the new teſtament 
or covenant in my bload, which is ſhed for you.” | 
By this alone a ſinner is intitled to eternal life. 


& There is none other name under heaven given to 


man, in whom and through whom we may have 


health and ſalvation, but only in the name of Ixsus 


CHRIST: in whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the riches 
of his grace : not having our own righreouſneſs, but 
the righteouſneſs, which is of Gop by faith.“ 

By this, and this alone, the ſalvation of ſinners be- 
comes a debt: therefore this alone is the condition of 
the covenant. For, the reward is of debt to him, 
and to him only, who fulfils the condition of a co- 
venant. © To him that worketh, »:t to him that 
doth not work, but believeth :” therefore it is of debt 
to CHRIST alone, not to ſinners. Conſequently, it 
was CHRIST, that fulfilled the condition of the cove- 
nant; we can fulfil no part of it. Faith and obedi- 
ence are benefits promiſed in the covenant, upon the 
condition of it; and in virtue of the promiſes of the 
covenant, they are produced in the regenerate: but 
they cannot be conditions of the covenant ; for then. 
iniants, who depart this world before they are ca- 
pable of believing and obeying, could not be ſaved. 
judgment too ſevere to be paſſed upon them that 
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never offended perſonally ! Therefore it is manifeſt 
that they are ſaved by the obedience performed by 
CHRIST in their ſtead, which is the righteouſneſs 
fulfilled by him, and the only proper condition of the 
covenant, “not by works of righteouſneſs, which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he hath 
ſaved us.” 

However, we have not ſo learned CHRIST, as to 
reject faith and obedience out of the covenant of 
grace. Whoever does ſo in principle or practice, 
will be rejected out of the kingdom of heaven: who- 
ſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt commandments, 
and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall be called the leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven, qr accounted unworthy 
to inherit eternal life. Faith 1s neceſſary to gain an 
intereſt in CHRI1sT, the head of the covenant: none 
can attain eternal happineſs without actual believ- 
ing; nor can any attain it without the ſpirit of faith 
be dwelling in them. Obedience is allo neceſſary, 
being the means to manifeſt God's glory, which is 
the chief ſubordinate end of the covenant : and with- 
out obedience begun here, we cannot hope to enter 
into glory hereafter. —But faith and obedience are 
not to be miſapplied ; they muſt keep the place and 
ſtation aligned them in the covenant by the Father 
and the Son.—By faith we are made capable to ei- 
brace the covenant, to conſent unto, and to reſt in 


the condition of the covenant, fulfilled in CHRIS; 


and thus we are juſtified and brought into a ſtate of 
falvation : I am the door, by me, if any man en- 
ter, he ſhall be ſaved.” By evangelical repent- 
ance and goſpel obedience, we teſtify our thankful- 
neſs to Gop, and evidence the*truth of our faith, 
and of our being within the covenant. “ Ye area 
choſen generation, ſays the apoſtle, a royal prief.- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 

ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who hath called 


you out oſ darkneſs into his marvelous light; which 
| in 
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in time paſt were not a people, but now are the peo- 
ple of GoD : which had not obtained mercy, but 
now have obtained mercy.“ | 

Hear alſo what the prophet faith, * He hath ſhew- 
ed thee, O man! what is good: and what doth the 
LokD require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Gop.” Again, 
concerning the means of a ſinner's repentance before 
the Lok o, he puts this queſtion, Wherewith ſhall 
I come before the LoRD? And after giving ſeveral 
expedients, for that purpoſe, propoſed by the ſinner, 
even to the << giving of the fruit of his body for the 
fin of his ſoul,” the prophet anſwereth, He hath 
ſhewed thee, O man!] what is good, valuable, and 
acceptable in the ſight of God, even the ſacrifice of 
Jesus CrxisT, the 47:fia>, for a ſinner's obtaining 
pardon and acceptance with Gop:“ thereby tacit] 
upbraiding them ſor ſuch ſtupidity in an affair of the 
utmoſt conſequence to their eternal life, as to ima- 
gine it was to be acquired by any human means or 
inventions. _ | 

This..was. the general voice of all the prophets, 
and the point referred unto by the whole ceremonial 
law : that they might by faith look thereunto and 
be ſaved.” | TY 

From the premiſes, we conclude that our life and 
ſalvation entirely depend upon our ſpecial intereſt in 
CHRIST's righteouſneſs, If we be poſſeſſed of it, 
our ſalvation is ſecure: if not, ſalvation is far from 
us. Our righteouſneſs, works, doings and ſuffer- 
ings, in this caſe, are no better than filthy rags : 
they can give us no right nor title to eternal life: 


and, though we can ſec nothing of our own in our- 


ſelves, which we can lean to, before the Lord ; yet 
if the righteouſneſs of CHR1ST is in our poſſeſſion by 
faith, we are alive unto ſalvation, and ſure of accept- 
ance with GOD. 

| The 
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The Loxp giveth a diſtinguiſhing character for 
us to know when we are in poſſeſſion of CHrIsT's 
righteouſneſs, ©** Hearken unto me, faith the Logo, 
by the prophet //azah, ye that know righteouſneſs, 
the people in whoſe heart is my law.” Ye that ac- 
knowledge the righteouſneſs of CHR1sT, as their on] 
righteouſneſs in the fight of Gop, and renouncing al 
their own righteouſneſs, look to CHRITISH alone for 
life and ſalvation. For by his knowledge (or the 
acknowledgment of him by faith) ſhall my righte- 
ous ſervant, JesUs CHRIST, juſtify many. 

Again, they*that are righteous by faith are a holy 

ople, having the law of Gop in their hearts, 
They make conſcience of internal obedience: for, 
the holy law rules within them, there, where no eye 
but of Gop and conſcience can reach. — Thus they 
are diſtinguiſhed from hypocrites, who are compared 
to whited ſepulchres, beautiful outward, but within 
full of all uncleanneſs and filthineſs. And the law 
of Gop ruling in the heart enlightens the whole 
body, and rules a good man's life and converſation, 
For, where the heart is reconciled to the purity of 
the holy law, we delight alſo in it after the inward 
man, and long to obtain a full conformity unto it, 
ſaying from the heart, O that my ways were di- 
rected to keep thy ſtatutes !” 

„Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter 
into the holieſt by the blood of IEsus, Let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith,” 
that they, „who receive abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life, by one, 
Jxsus CHRIST.“ | 

Thus you have received a deſcription of the cove- 
nant and time of grace. But, though © many are 
called few are choſen.” We are not only to have 2 
title to grace, but we are to live in grace, or we 
ſhall never attain the benefits of CHRIST's merito- 
rious death, 

Beſides 
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Beſides the Time of Grace, there is a State of Grace, 
in which every one muſt walk, if he expects to be 
choſen. Therefore there is nothing of ſo much con- 
cern, as to know in what ſtate the foul is towards 
Gop. How well ſoever we ſhall be accompliſhed in 
the arts, ſciences, and perfections of this world, we 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, and be 
ſaved, except we be regenerate and converted. 

But when once we are brought into a ſtate of 
grace, we are then got paſt the danger of hell, and 
thall come to reign in the ſtate of glory. Though 
ſome may be in a ſafe ſtate, that are not ſure of it, 

et does our holy rule, ſays a devout writer, repreſent 
it feaſible, to know the things freely given us of 
Gop ; to know that we are paſſed from death unto 


life, and that JesUs CHRIST is in us. Moreover, we 


are upbraided with the want of that knowledge, and 
commanded to niake our calling and election ſure.” 


Every one that is godly will“ * to the Lord . 


in a time when he may be found.” For, there is a 
time when men ſhall call, and he will not anſwer : 
yea ſeek him early and ſhall not find him. The day 


of grace, like other days, will have an end; and the 


ſpace to repent will be over, The bridegroom will 
be gone in, and the door ſhut : and the Lorp, that 
with much long ſuffering endured the veſſels of 
wrath, will at laſt come to viſit them in judgment. 
Then the calls, the prayers and the cries, which 
might have done much with him before, ſhall avail 
nothing at all. 

However, do not miſtake this day of grace for 
ſome fatal period, or critical moment of life, which 
when once ſlipt, man is left without hope. For, 
though it be true, that the time of viſitation may be 
expired, and we may be deprived of the ordinary 


public means cf ſalvation ; yet, there is no pronouns» 


cing the day of grace paſt to any perſon, who con- 
tinues under the call of the goſpel, and has any de- 
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ſire to come at that call, as they, who came to work 
in the vineyard at the eleventh hour. Even, though 
a man has refuſed thoſe gracious invitations, the like 
to which he may never have again; yet, if by any 
means, upon any occaſion of his life, he ſhall be 
brought again (by age, ſickneſs, ſad accidents, Sc.) 
to a hearty willingneſs to come unto CHRIST, and 
receive him on his terms, and follow him in his 
| ways; that is the accepted time then, and the day 
of ſalvation with him: none of his former delays and 
neglects ſhall be imputed unto him, ſo as to de- 
prive him of Gop's favour and mercy. 
But ſhould any man's caſe become ſo deſperate, 
that there could be found no place of repentance for 
him, nor any Hope of recovery for him, which we 
have no authority from ſcripture to determine upon 
any man living; yet then it ſhould be ſuppoſgd, that 
ſuch a reprobation would leave the man under ſuch 
an obduracy in his fins, as would take away all con- 
Cern for his wretched ſtate, | 
Tnerefore, he who trembles with fear that Gop's 
patience is worn out by his fins: he, who bewails 
his fins, and his Joſs of time, and prays for time to 
\ repent and correct his former errors, may reſt aſſured 
that his day of grace is not paſt. For, when it is 
faid, ** Now is the accepted time,” it is not to be 
limited to any hour, day or year, that is upon me; 
but it 1s to be underſtood of the goſpel-time, and 
the whole life of man: for ſo long as he lives under 
the means of grace, that is to him, the day of grace, 
How vile ſoever he has been, how long ſoever he has 
ſtood out, how much ſoever he has offended; yet 
the calls of God are after him, and the terms of life 
and ſalvation through CHRIST are offered to him: 
and the coor of mercy is ready open to receive him. 
„God wills not the death of a ſinner, but rather that 
he be converted and live.“ 
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TEP 


Har HERof all mercies, and Gop of all com- 

f fort, I am truly ſenſible of thy goodneſs in ; 
ſending thy ſon to redeem mankind, and of my wo, | | 
to ſeek for remiſſion of ſin through his merits : 
then confirm this faith, and fill my heart with thy 
love and praiſe, and with ſuch grace, as ſhall en- 
able me to live as becomes thy redeemed, and 
called, and adopted in JEsUs CHRIS. Amen. 


CHAP. II. | 


| Of the NaTuRE ond OFFICES of 
: JEsus CHRIST. 


| HE. nature of IESsus CHRIST is diſtinctly ex- 
*7. T preſſed by the Niean fathers in theſe words. 
„The right faith is, that we believe and confeſs, 
that our Lord JESUS CHRIST, the fon of Gop, is 
Go and MAN: Gop of the ſubſtance of the Fa- 
ther, begotten before the worlds: and MAN, of the, 


be | ſubſtance of his mother, born in the world. Perfect 
2 { God and perfect MAN: of a reaſonable foul, and 
11 


human fleſh ſubſiſting: equal to the Father as touch- 

ing his GoD HEAD, and inferior to the Father, as ö 
touching his MAN HOOD. Who, although he be | 
| Gop and man; yet he is not two, but one CHR1sT : 
one, not by converſion of the godhead into fleſh ; | 


* but by taking the manhood into Gop: one altoge- 
jc ther; not by confulion of ſubſtance, but by unity of 


perſon. - For, as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh is one 

man: ſo Gob and man is one CHRIST.“ 
In this confeſſion of faith are ſet forth the ſeveral 
pallages of holy writ, which expreſly affirm that 
JEsus 
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Jesus CnrisT is the true Gop, by whom the world 


was made, GoD bleſſed for ever. Was he leſs than 


Gop, our worſhip of him would be idolatry, and 
our dependence on him, for redemption, would be 
vain. Our worſhip is confined to Gop alone, by 
an expreſs command, and under the moſt ſevere pe- 
nalties, of being caſt out of the favour of heaven and 
conſigned to eternal miſery: and our natural ſtate 
before Gob is of that kind, as to make us children 
of wrath, uncapable of ourſelves to ſatisfy divine ju- 
ſtice for our fins. It coſt more to redeem our ſouls, 
than can be paid or done by any creature. No leſs 


than an almighty power could deliver mankind from 


the infinite juſtice of an offended creator. 

But, it was CHRIsT that redeemed us, and that 
with an eternal redemption ; and not we ourſelves: 
therefore he muſt be that LoRPD of all iuri's, “ in 
whom alone 1/aiah propheſied, all the ſeed of Yai 
ſhould be juſtified, and ſhould glory ;” ar d who: 
name ſhould be © wonderful, the mighty Gop, and 
Gop with us. This is CHRIS our Saviour, © in 
whom dwells all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily :” 
not only ſome qualities of the divine nature commu- 
nicated to him, but the whole divine eſſence reſiding 
in him really and ſubſtantially, and ſo vitally united 
with his manhood, as to make up one glorieus per- 
ſon to mediate between Gop and man. 

Let us then join in that holy ſong, * My foul 
doth magnify the LozD, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced 
in GoD my Saviour.” We ought to rejoice that we 
have ſuch a Saviour, who is God mighty to fave, 
even to the uttermoſt : and we may with great ſafety 
and comfort repeat with Thomas, and ſay unto 
CurisT, „ my Loxb, and my Gop.” 

This belief in the divinity of IExsus CHRIST, that 
he is Gop, increaſeth 1 diſſipates our fears 
concerning our ſpiritual ſtate. It gives us conli- 


dence in him, and lays the ground of hope, that * 
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who is very Gop, became the ſurety to take the 
matter upon himſelf: and not only to interceed, but 
to purchaſe the higheſt favour and ſalvation for ſin- 
ners: that our mediator is GoD, as well as man, to 

rſonate both, and to ſecure the intereſts of both; 


to give ſatisfaction to the holy juſt Gop, by fulfill- 


ing all righteouſneſs; and alſo to give the moſt com- 
fortable relief to miſerable ſinners, by ſuch a worth 

and ſufficient atonement, in their name and ſtead; 
wherein GoD has declared himſelf well pleaſed : and 
that, the offended majeſty having out of his own 


| treaſures been pleaſed to ſatisfy himſelf, and out of 


his own goodneſs to interceed, and to forgive us, 
when juſtice called for puniſhment, there remains no 
manner of doubt concerning the price of our re- 
demption, or of the free grace, with which it was 
paid for mankind, BOY 

Thus we are taught to look upon JEsUs CHRIS 
to be Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, “ and 
greater than the temple ;” becauſe he had the god- 
head not only refiding in him for a while, as in the 
temple, which was a type of his body; but perſonally 
united to his human nature. 

Therefore, we muſt admire, adore and bleſs IE- 
sus CHRIST, as Gop, taking our nature upon him 
to ſave us from ruin, and to make us eternally hap- 

In him we have the pardon of all our ſins, the 
whole juſtification of our own perſons, and the eter- 
nal ſalvation of our ſouls. So that we muſt look to 
him, depend upon him alone, and believe in him, to 
the ſaving of our ſouls. 

“Great is the myſtery, Gor manifeſted in the 
fleſh.” What can be more ſurpriſing, or unaccount- 
able in the world, had we no other light, than mere 
nature, to direct the enquiry, than to find out how 
the ſon of God could become the ſon of man; that 
he by whom the world was made, ſhould himſelf be 


made of a woman: that a mere woman could re- 
receive 
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ceive the perſon in her womb, whom the heaven of 


heavens cannot contain; and bring him forth, as a 
new born babe, who was from everlaſting : that the 
creator ſhould be humbled into a creature : that he, 
who was before Abraham, ſhould come into the world 
two thouſand years after Abraham: and that he 
ſhould be brought lower than the angels, who is 
Gon over all, bleſſed for ever. 

This is a myſtery for us to wonder at, but not to 
be ſeen through by frail nature. Our Redeemer's 
name, is therefore wonderful: for, „Who, ſays the 
prophet, ſhall declare his generation?“ It is a bleſ- 
{ing that Gop, in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being, is not far from every ene of us: but 
in CHRISH JESUS “ dwells all the fulneſs of the god- 
head,” in ſuch a manner, as never in any other 
creature: for, he that has taken part of our fleſh and 
blood, and was in all things made like unto his 
brethren, “thought it no robbery to be equal with 
Gop.” „ The word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
amongſt us,” taking frail duſt and aſhes into an in- 
ſeparable unity with the everlaſting deity. Thus, 
what is moſt wonderful in itſelf, proves moſt com- 
fortable to us; ſeeing CHRIST the ſon of GoD is 
gone as far to cleanſe us, as Adam did to defile the 
human race. He was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to provide a remedy for the pollution of our finful 
conception. | | 
In this act, it may be ſaid < that mercy and truth 
are met together; righteouſneſs and peace have 
kiſſed each other.” For, the Father is ſatisfied in 
his ſon, and for his fake reconciled to mankind. 
And thus truth ſpringing out of the earth, righteoul- 
neſs has looked down trom heaven. CHRIST, the 
true vine, planted by the Holy Ghoſt, and growing 
out of a virgin's womb, produced fruit, that maketh 
glad the heart of man. © To us a child was born; 


a ſon was given,” who in the body that was given 
a 3 


ſ 
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to him, wrought the wonders of redemption for us 


ſinners. 
Behold ! the ſon of GoDſhut up in the confinement 


ofa virgin's womb, to deliver us from the priſon of ut- 
ter darkneſs and eternal puniſhment. Content with the 


light of this world, that he might bring us into the 
glory of the next: made lower than the angels, to 


cxalt the nature of man above thoſe celeſtial beings: 
not aſhamed to call us brethren, that he might make 


us children of Gop, and joint-heirs with him in the 
glory of Gop the Father. | 
In this myſtery, we ſee the King of Kings and 


| the Lord of Lords bowing the heavens and coming 


down to us, not in the might of his power and ju- 
ſtice, but in mercy, with pardon t. the condemned, 
and with ſal vation to them that were ready to periſh. 
Look upon me, ſays CHRIST, and be ſaved all 
the ends of the earth: come to me, and believe in 
me, that ye may never periſh, but have everlaſting 
life.” 

What then may we not expect from ſuch a media- 
ter, with whom we partake in nature; and who 
would take part of our fleſh and blood, that he might 
be in a capacity to offer himſelf a ſacrifice and atone- 
ment for our ſins, and be inclined to ſhew the 
greater kindneſs to our ſouls? Thus, we are taught 
alſo that it is no offence to Gop, when we invoke 
the man CHRIST Jesus, and fall down at his feet 
and worthip him, who did not loſe his godhead by 
taking upon him our nature, or by taking the man- 
hood into GoD : upon whom we may with great 
propriety call in the words of the blind man, IE“ 
zus thou ſon of David have mercy on me.” 

Let us guard againſt the temptation of thoſe who 
doubted of the power and offices of JEsUs, when 
they beheld the meanneſs of his birth and circum- 
ſtances in life ; and were from thence induced to 
queſtion, whether ſuch a one was likely to be the 

Redeemer 
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Redeemer of 1jrazl, Let us not degrade him in our 
thoughts, who became poor to make us rich; who 
humbled himſelf even to the death upon the croſs for 
our ſakes. For, the man CHRIST IESsus is alſo 
LonRp of all, and over all, Gop bleſſed for ever: 
the ſon and heir of heaven, above all angels, princi- 
palities and powers: LoRD both of the living and 
dead: inveſted with all power in heaven and in 
earth: with a power, that extends over hearts and 
thoughts, ſouls and conſciences; yea, over death 
and hell: a power to give life unto, and to kill the 
foul; to bind and to looſe the conſcience; to remit 
and to retain fins; to throw down the ſtrong 
holds of wickedneſs in high places; to ſtrike terror 
into hypocrites; to ſlay the ungodly; and to give 
peace and confidence, the ſpirit of a ſound mind, and 
the bleſſing of a ſure defence and ſtrong conſolation, 
and eternal redemption to a ſin-fick ſoul, which comes 
unto him through faith, and ſeeks for remiſhon of 
fins through his merits only. N 

This is our Redeemer. When we were ſhut up 
under fin and death, and lay expoſed to the juſtice 
of heaven, our Lord Redeemer came in mercy to ſet 
us at large, by paying our ranſom and the price of 
our redemption. And becauſe death was the wages 
of ſin, he, that undertook for our ſalvation, died in 
our ſtead ſuch a death, as was equivalent to the mi- 
ſery mankind had deſerved to lie under for all eter- 
nity. A work not to be done by any one leſs than 
the eternal and moſt excellent Son of Gop ; becauſe 
there was no creature able to ſatisfy the divine juſtice, 

This is © the advocate with the Father, Jusus 
CHanisT the righteous ; and he is the propitiation for 
our fins.” All intercourſe between Gop and man is 
now carried on through this mediator. By#him, and 
only by him, will the majeſty of heaven, againſt 
whom we have ſinned, make any approaches in a 


2 . 
way of peace to us. For, there is none other name 
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under heaven given to man, in whom, and through 
whom we may be ſaved, but only the name of our 


Saviour, JEsUs CHRIST. Our world is peculiarly 


under his government, and the whole creation ſub- 


jected unto him, for the ends of redemption, to carry 


up many ſons from hence to glory. 
But the ſaving benefits, which CHRIST hath pur- 


chaſed, are only to be ours, as united to him. They 


are to be in him, who, according to the goſpel, can 
be ſaved by him. If we are not his members, it can 
avail us nothing: it can ſtand us in no ſtead, to ſay 
we have heard of CHRIST, or that we have openly 
Our own choice is 
abſolutely neceſſary to a ſpecial relation to him. He 
will be a Saviour to none, that will not take him for 
ſuch, and are deſirous to be his ſaved ones. He did 
not ſtay for our conſent before he undertook our re- 
demption, and in purſuit of that undertaking, he 
aſſumed our nature; died on the croſs a propitiation 
for ſin; roſe again for our juſtification; aſcended to 
heaven, and there fits at the right hand of Gop, as 
« a prieſt upon his throne, made perfect through 
ſuffering, to be the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
them that obey him.” Thus, in point of atonement 
and merit, or preparation for both, CHRIST hath 
hniſhed his work, without ſtanding to enquire whe- 
ther we were willing, or not: and now in the goſ- 
pel, the fruits of all, together with himſelf, are ſent 
and freely tendered to us. But as to actual intereſt 
in his perſon and purchaſe, this no one at years, and 
of the uſe of reaſon, is capable of, without his own 
acceptance. 

We muſt diſown all other lords and affections, 
that would rival CHRIST. The world, the fleſh, 
and the allurements of ſatan diſtinctly cry, * give 
me thy heart.” Therefore we muſt renounce theſe : 
and whatever poſſeſſes the place of CHRIST - the 

| eart, 
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heart, to the keeping him out, is to be plucked from 


thence with a holy indignation. © 
We muſt cloſe in with the deſign, in which hen 
engaged, as the Redeemer and Saviour of loft ſin- tc 
ners: we muſt aſſent to the report made of him; h: 
embrace the offers made by him, in the method ſet- . 
tled, and upon the terms laid down: we muſt ap- w 
prove the whole contrivance of laying our help upon h: 
him, as moſt worthy of Gop, and of all acceptation A 


amongſt men: we muſt look upon him with a plea. 
ſant eye, under the character and offices he bears; u- 
and we muſt bid him welcome in the errand, and to 
all the work, which, as the ſent of Gop, he comes 
to do. In fine, when CHRIST calls unto us, * Be- 
hold I ſtand at the door and knock, if any man hea 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in, and 
ſup with him, and he with me;” we ought with a 
hearty conſent anſwer, Come in thou bleſſed of Mt fai 
the Loxp, why ſtandeſt thou without.“ de 
Let therefore our faith be well- grounded, and in 
firm in this great truth, that CHRIST I Esus is our {in 
Redeemer and our advocate with the Father. Since N wo 
the Gop of peace hath brought again from the dead the 
our Lord JESUS CHRIS, and is in him reconciling of 
the world to himſelf, not imputing treſpaſſes to them ! 
who will flee for refuge to the atonement made, our nts 
caſe is hopeful ; let our afflictions be ever ſo many ¶ ope 
and great, and we may be happy for ever. | 
The troubles and diſtreſſes, to which we may be his 
expoſed, and by which we may be exerciſed upon WW his 
earth, are not to be looked upon as neceſſary fore- I ot 11 
runners to eternal miſery. In JesUs CHRIST we IM our 
have a Redeemer able and willing to ſupport the ¶ ſnoy 
oreateſt ſufferings of the preſent life ; to put an end er's 
to them; to do us good by them, and, at laſt, to Wuwho 
deliver us from the wrath to come, and to give us dom 


ſalvation with eternal glory. 


Our Cu: 
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Our mediator is eminently diſtinguiſhed in the 


New Teſtament, by the names IEsus and CHRIST. 


Jesus ſignifies a Saviour, and is the name given 


to the ſon of Gop incarnate by a meſſenger from 


heaven, before his birth. He is alſo ſtiled or ſalva- 


© tim. Behold thy ſalvation cometh, ſays the prophet, 


who foretold his incarnation : and when old Simeon 


5 held him in his arms, he bleſſed Gop, 2nd ſaid 
Aine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 


He is our Saviour, as he brings about ſalvation for 


us; and we attain it by him: and he may be {tiled 
tum ſalvation, becauſe our eternal happineſs conſiſts 
in the enjoyment of him. Salvation conveys to us 


an idea, that we are preſerved and delivered from all 


evil, and a conferring on us the greateſt good. In 
ſaving us from evil, IEsus is ſometimes ſaid to deliver 
u from this preſent evil world; and we are elſewhere 
@ ſaid to be ſaved from wrath through him and as all the 
$ deliverance we experience, and hope for, js included 
in the word ſalvation; fo are all the ſpiritual bleſ- 
E lings wherewith we are bleſſed in this, or in the next 
world. Therefore he is eminently diſtinguiſhed by 


the name of IEsus, who is the purchaſer and author 


L of our ſalvation. 


Hence we are inſtructed, that CHRIS JESUS cams 


into the world to ſave ſinners. This is the fountain 


opened for polluted ſinners to waſh in, and be clean. 


It is the record that GoD hath given of his ſon, that 
his blood cleanſeth from all fin, and that through 


his blood there is redemption, even the forgiveneſs. 
of fins. In him we have full aſſurance, that though 
our fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be made white as 
ſnow, when waſhed in the fountain of the Redeem- 


er's blood. All the ſinners from Adam to CHRIST, 


who have been admitted into the preſence and king- 
dom of Gun, were cleanſed from every ſpot and 
Rain of fin in this fountain: and all the finners from 
CH2IST to the end of the world muſt waſh their 

robs 
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robes in the ſame fountain, if they hope to appear in 


ſpotleſs purity before Goh. 
As believers have redemption and remiſſion of fins 


through the moſt precious blood of CHRIS＋¶; Hand 
have they alſo free zu/i1fication : * while we were yet Rus 
enemies CHR1sT died for us, much more then bein bar 
now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved fron ton 
wrath through him.” And being juſtified freely by Did 
grace, through faith in his blood, we enjoy another Ni e 
privilege greater than the world can give, and ſuch 
as the world cannot take from us, even feace with (Voce 
Gop: « being now in CERrIsT JEsus, we, eus, 
who were ſometimes far off, are made nigh by the mad 
blood of IEsus; for, he is our peace,” that Prince of Peac 
peace appointed and eſtabliſhed by the covenant to 
reconcile Gop and man. Being thus blefled with 
the peace of Gop ruling in the heart, we become Nas 1 


ſanctifed, delivered from the dominion, as well as em 
from the guilt of ſin by the merit of the blood of Hut 
JEsus, who ſanctiſies the people with his own woul 
blood: “ for he gave himſelf for them, that he might but f 
redeem them from all iniquity, and purify unto him- delien 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works :” that * 

INNIS 


he might redeem them from the power of iniquity, 
as well as from the guilt and puniſhment of it, 
(1 Col. i. 21, 22.) And when believers are thus, 
through obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of ]:- 
sus, renewed day by day in the ſpirit of their minds, 
then they have another exceeding great and gracious 
' privilege ; namely, liberty to approach Gop, and to 
be called the ſons of Gop, and acceſs with cont- 
dence unto him, as their reconciled Father. 

Theſe are ſome of the privileges we receive from 
the moſt precious blood-theddins of our Saviour: 
privileges ſufficient to demonſtrate the infinite clean- 
" ting virtue of the fountain of his blood. Did tn 
bring mankind into bondage ? We are delivercd from 
the bondage of fin, and ſatan, and from death 2nd 
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hell, and all our ſpiritual enemies, by the blood of 


9 Jesus. Did fin bring guilt into the conſcience? 
fins The ſprinkling of the blood of IEsus ſpeaks pardon 
hand forgiveneſs, and waſhes it clean. Did ſin make 
vet us unrighteous before Gop, and condemn us at the 
ie bar of divine juſtice? Now there is no condemna- 
om ton to them, who are juſtified by the blood of Jzsus. 
by [Did fin provoke the holy Gop, and arm his juſtice 


ther to execute the pains and penalties of the broken law 
upon the tranſgreſſors? Behold ! © we have an ad- 


uch 
ith Wvocate with the Father, IE sus CHRIST the righte- 
we, Nous,“ and he is the propitiation for our fins; he has 


the nade peace by his blood on the croſs, and gives us 
peace of conſcience, when we are juſtified by faith. 
We are by nature fold under fin, and are born un- 
vith er its power and dominion : but the blood of Jesus 
has merit and efficacy in it to purge our conſciences 
from dead works to ſerve the living God. Sin did 
| of ut the door of mercy againſt us; ſo that Gop 
would not hear our prayers, nor accept our ſervices : 
but fince JesUs has opened a new and living way, 


with their petitions : for whatever we aſk the Father 
in his ſon's name he will give it us. 

Thus the blood of JEsus, our Saviour, delivers 
us from all iniquity ; having obtained eternal redemption 
er us, and perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſied. 
And it is the property of this blood, that it never 
oleth its cleanſing virtue, though thouſands and 


us 
17 millions of ſinners ſhould daily waſh in it. Still it is 
t- mighty to do away fin: and whoever ſhall be waſh- 
4d therein, is made clean and pure to all eternity. 
em et, this precious blood cannot cleanſe, unlels it 
\ur: Ne applied. Our Saviour by the ſacrifice of himſelf 
an- Nice offered, obtained merit to cleanſe ſinners by 


5 blood; but the efficacy of it, in cleanſing, comes 
om Nom the application; as might be exemplified in the 
and Nerifices, purifications and healings under the law; 
cl, G 2 particu- 


belieyers may with boldneſs enter into the holieſt 
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particularly in the caſe of the leper, who was not MW wh 
pronounced clean until the blood of the ſacrifice was ne 
iprinkled upon him. Which ſhews that the ſhed- WW blo 
ding of the blood did not cleanſe, without the appli- cor 
Cation. | | ſo ö 
Theſe figures of the law are applied to CHRIST tha 
in the New Teſtament. The apoſtle Paul mentions MW the 
the ſprinkling of the heart from an evil conſcience; ore 
and the apoſtle Peter tells us, that it is the ſprinklins WM tor 
of the blood of JESUS CHRIST, whereby the heart ¶ mit 
is to be cleanſed from an evil conſcience, and purged 1 
from dead works to ſerve the living Gop. deſi 
This inward and ſpiritual waſhing and cleanſing, I his 
is the work of the Holy Ghoſt. As CnrisT eove- i hop 
nanted to ſhed his blood; ſo the Holy Spirit cove- will 
nanted to apply the merits of it, and to render it cf.: witt 
fectual to the finner's heart. The Holy Ghoſt ap- 1 
plies, and faith receives the benefit of that blood, MM upo! 
which cleanſeth from all fin. * Goh hath ſet fortn I with 
CHRIST to be a propitiation through faith in bis char 
blood,” The ſhedding of his blood had merit to Fatt 
cleanſe; but faith apprehends it, and receives its IM king 
cleanſing virtue. That faith, which is the gift of thor 
the Holy Spirit, and is wrought in the heart by his 
operation, relies upon the blood of CHRIST, and the 
uts its whole truſt and confidence in its power to prop 
cleanſe, and then finds the heart ſprinkled with it: ment 
from an evil conſcience, guilt being taken out, and the p 
eace brought in, with joy and love, and all ti: 


graces of the ſpirit of Goh. Ain, 
Hence we learn, that the blood of Jesvs is ſu I fce: 
cient to the ſaving of all mankind, that come unto Lig. 
God by him: but that he is not a Saviour to ſuc! I file, 
as continue in their fins, in an unconverted ſtate, c the of 
vainly hope to be ſaved by him, without faith in, er ppiritt 
obcdience to him. hon 
This ſalvation is offered to all the members ot read 
With 7 


CHRIST 's body, which is the viſible church, that 
| when 
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when any of them are convinced of their unclean- 
neſs, they may make uſe of the fountain of CHRIST 's 
blood, and have their hearts cleanſed from an evil 
conſcience. Though our ſins be ever ſo many, and 
ſo great; ſo great is the ſalvation by JEsUs CHRIST, 
that his blood will cleanſe from all fin: and take out 
the ſpot, and guilt of the ſcarJet-crimſon fins, the 
greateſt that can poſſibly be. We have Gop's word 
for it: and we are in duty bound to rely on his pro- 
miles. ; 

Therefore let this name of JEsus excite in us 2 
deſire to be cleanſed from ſin, and a grateful ſenſe of 
his love for us; and let us encourage ourſelves to. 
hope, that having begun the good work in us, he 
will finiſh it, when he ſhall appear, a ſecond time, 
without fin unto falvation. 

The other appellation, CHR1sT, by which we call 


upon the fon of GoD made man, is ſynonymous - 


with the title Meſſiab, or the Anointed, Under which 
character we look upon him appointed by Gop the 
Father to execute the offices of prophet, prieſt and 
king. Therefore he is called the holy child IEsus, 
whom GoD had anointed, Acts iv. 27. 
The ſcriptures, which confirm theſe offices in; 
the perſon of CHRIST, are Luke iv. 18. where his 
prophetical office to preach the goſpel to the poor, is 
mentioned: Dan. ix. 24. where Daniel ſpeaking of 
the promiſed Meſſiab, deſcribes him as finiſting tranſ- 
eln, making an end of fin, and bringing in an ever = 
ting righteouſneſs, which evinceth his prieſtly of- 
ice: and P/al. ii. 2. where he is expreſly named a 
ing, Yet this anointing was not external, nor vi- 
lible, with earthly oil ; but of a ſpiritual nature: and 
the offices he was appointed to execute, were more 
ſpiritual, extenſive and advantageous than theirs, 
who were types of him and of his offices. This we- 
read in the Pſalms, Gop thy GoD hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladneſs, above thy fellows, 
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Jesus CHRIsT was deſigned and ſet apart to exe. 
cute theſe offices before the foundation of the world, a8 fal 
the apoſtle Peter writes in his firſt epiſtle. And when P“ 
he came into the world, or was born of the virgin 
MAary, he was declared to be the perſon, upon whom 
God had conferred this honour, as may be collected 
from that paſſage to the Hebrews. Vl hen he bringe “ 
in the firfl legotten into the world, he faith, ard let al 
the angels of GoD worſhip him: but more openly in 
thoſe divine meſſages, that proclaimed his birth, and 
are recorded in Luke ii. 10, 11. And in that hez- and 
venly proclamation, when he entered upon his public 


miniſtry ; for then the heavens were opened unto him, oe 
and he jaw the ſpirit of GoD deſcending like a dove, and Pat 
lighting upon him: and lo], a voice from heaven ſaying, CHE 
This is my beloved ſon, in whem I am well pleaſed. lacri 
We may argue for the neceſſity of theſe offices be. N ert 

ing united in CHRIST our Saviour, from the condi— deal. 
tion of fallen man, and from the way in which Go 
deſigned to bring him to ſalvation. For, as the n. me 
tural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of GoD; WHIC 

- for they are fooliſhneſs unto him : neither can he know them, 11 | 


_ they are ſhiritually diſcerned: fo it is necellary 

for CHR1sT to execute the office of a prophet, to He, 
| lead us into all truth, and to give us this ſpiritual 
| diſcerning thereof. We are all guilty before Go; 
neither can we by any means make atonement, ſi- 
tisfy his juſtice, or procure a pardon: nor can we 
plead any thing done by us as a ground thereof. 80 
it is neceſſary for CHRIST our Redeemer to be a 
prieſt, that he may make atonement for us, and in- 
tercede for us. And as we are by nature obſtinate 
and rebellious, expoſed to many dangers and ene- 
mies, who are too powerful for fleſh and blood to 
overcome, it was neceſſary for CHRIST to be in- 
veſted with the power of a king, to ſubdue our cor- 


ruptions, and to reſtrain and conquer our ſpiritual * 
' a 


As 


enemies. 
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exo. As to the way in which Gon brings about our 
J MI vation, it requires alſo that CHRIST ſhould be a 
* prieſt to purchaſe it ; a prophet to proclaim it; and 
ien king to apply it. Accordingly, he is ſaid to be 
hom WY 1224 of Gop unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſantification 
de ud redemption: and is emphatically ſtiled, te way, 
oil the truth, and the life. 


Beſides, in the adminiſtration of theſe offices, and 


t ol — | 
"= bringing us thereby to ſalvation, he deals with Goo 


* more eſpecially as a prleſt, in ſatisfying his juſtice, 
bes. and procuring his favour. For, as the high: prieſt 


üble under the law, who was a type of CH RIST's prieſtly 
once, was ordained for men in things pertaining to GOD, 
that he may offer bath gifts and ſacrifices for ſims : ſo 
Jing CHRIST our great High-prieſt, by offering himſelf a 

"WE acrifice, performed that part of his miniſtry which 
- he. MW pxrtained to Gop in the behalf of men. He alſo 
nd. MW als with Gop, by appearing in his preſence, con- 
Joo inually making interceſſion for them: at the ſame 
time dealing with men fo, as to bring them to Gop; 


him, 
and 


4. which he does more eſpecially, as a prophet and a 
hem Ing. : : 8 f 
fary The ſcriptures deſcribe CHRIST in his prophetic 
to ce, under theſe titles, a teacher come from Gon: 
cual ne maſter or Lord of our faith: a lawgiver able to 
pz and to defiroy : the angel or meſſengerof the cavenanty 
- reveal the covenant of grace to us, and to bring 
1 we glad tidings, that GoD is in him, reconciling the 


Sof vorld to himſelf: the apo: and High-prieft of our 
be a ,n, to publiſh peace between Gop and men: a 
n- WM ®tne/s to the people, and their leader and commander: 
% t which ſhineth in darkneſs : the bright morning- 
ar: the glory of the Lok, and the ſun of righte- 

vuſneſs, riſing with healing in his wings. 
in- The deſcription of his prigſily office includes two 
cor- branches, namely, his offering himſelf a ſacrifice, 
ual "2d making interceſſion for mankind. He is ſaid by 
Paul, to have offered himſelf withaut ſpot to GoD 3 
G 4 and 
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and now to appear in the preſence of Gop fer use having 
an wnchangeabie prieſthood, and leing able to fave them tz 
the utmeſt, that come unto Gop Ly him, 

His #:ngly office is found in all theſe paſſages of holy 
writ, where he threatneth ſinners, Except ye repent, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh: bis enemics, that would nit, 
that he fhould reign over them, fhall be brought forth, 
and ſlain before him. Where he promiſes protection 
and acceptance, Him that comah to me, I will in u, 
Wiſe caſt out. Where he ſhews our obligation to obey 
and ſubmit to him, who in right of his ſovereignty, 
claims divine worſhip from us. Where he promiſes 
that we ſhall be made &ings and priz/ts to Gop, and jit 
with him in his throve., Where he preſents to their 
view all the promiſes of the covenant of grace, which 
are in his hand, to accompliſh, and gives them 
ground to expect all the bleſſings he has purchatcd: 
aſſures them, that he will admit them to the moſt 
delightful and intimate communion with himſelf in 
this world; that he will keep them from falling, and in 
the next world preſent them faultleſs before the prejence 
of his glery with exceeding joy; and tells them that he 
will paſs over all their follies, ingratitude and rebel- 
lion againſt him, and not lay them to their charge, who 
repent them truly, and turn to him with all their 
heart. But CHRISTH never appeared more in bis fe- 
gal ſtate than at the time he ſpoiled principalities aud 
powers, and made a ſbetu of them openty, triumphiny cv 
them in his croſs: whereon through death, he difiroyes 
him that had the pawer of death, overcame the world, tit 
Fieſh and the devil. | | 

If we thus believe in CHRIsT, we ought to prac» 
tiſe his doctrine and to obey his commands, Ve 
muſt not be flothſul, but followers of them, whe, through 
faith and patience, inherit the promiſes : we muſt be fer 
dent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord. We muſt be zealous 
for his honour, and prefer his intereſt before an) 


worldly advantages ; and our zeal muſt be texperet 
| wi! 
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with moderation and meekneſs. Our obedience muſt 
be univerſal, with all the heart, all the ſou], and all 
the ſtrength; reſolved never to fly from a duty: for, 
CHRIST expects that all his ſubjects ſhould not only 
obey him, but that they ſhould do this with unfaint- 
ing perſeverance, as not being of them who draw back 
unto perdition ; but of them that believe to the ſaving of 
the ſoul : he holds forth the croſs, which they mutt 
take up ; and follow him : and they muſt arm themſelves. 
againſt all men, of whom they Twill be hated fir his 
name's fate, | 

If then we are willing to be obedient to CHRIST 
we are firſt to caſt ourſelves at his feet with humility 
and reverence, out of a true ſenſe of our own vile- 
neſs and ingratitude, and of his clemency and grace ;, 
who, notwithſtanding our hte invites us 
to come unto him, that he may refreſh us. We 
muſt alſo entirely depend upon him for grace to enable 
us to behave conformable to the obligations of his 
covenapt ; that we may not turn aſide from him, 
nor deal treacheroufly with him: and likewiſe de- 
pend upon him for the accompliſhment of thoſe pro- 
miſes, which afford us matter of relief and encou- 
Fgement : and this to be accompanied with a fixt 
purpoſe or reſolution to wait on him, in all his ordi-- 
nances, as means appointed by him, in which we 
hope to obtain thoſe bleſſings we ſtand in necd of. 


THE PRAYER. 


Almighty Father, who haſt given thy only be- 
gotten Son, who was one with thee from all: 
eternity, to take upon him the nature of man; and: 
didſt appoint him to do the great work of ſalvation 
for the human race: give me grace to believe in: 
him, whom thou haſt ſent to be a ſaviour, to be the 
only begotten fon of Gop, and to be equal with the 
Father: and that being very Gop, as well as the 
G 5 ſon 
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ſon of David, he is able to the uttermoſt to ſave all 
that come unto him: and that I may never be per- 
ſuaded to ſeek for thy love and mercy, in and through 
any other name, and means, than in and through 
the name and mediation of the ſame thy ſon Jxsvz 
CHRIST, my only mediator and redeemer. Amen, 


CHAP. II. 


Of CnrisT's Humiliation. Under obich 

e view the Son of Gop made Man: His 

Obedience to the Law ; his Sufferings ; his 
Death and Burial. 


HE divine perſon, who, in the foregoing chap- 
ter, is deſcribed with ſuch infinite power and 
perfections, preſents himſelf now in a ſtate of the 
pane humiliation. He emptied himſelf of his glory; 
e took upen him the form of a ſervant : when the fuln' 
of time came, Gop ſent forth his fon, made of a woman, 
made under the law ; who thought it no robbery to le 
equal with GoD ; yet tock upon him the ſhape of a ſer- 
vant, and was made in likeneſs of men; and being found 
in faſbian, as a man, he humbled himſelf and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs. So that, 
fer as much as the children are partaters of firſh and 
blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, thit 
through death he might deſircy him that had the power if 
death, that is the devil, And both he ape r and 
they that are ſanctiffed are all of one, for which cauſe he is 
not aſhamed to call them brethren : and he took not on lin 
the nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham ; becaule 
in all things it behaved him to be made like unto his bri- 
thren ; like unto us all, fin only excepted. 
The truth of theſe ſcriptures appears firſt in the 
birth of JEsUs CHRIST. In this the ſon of Gon 
| ſubmitted 


all 


per- 


ugh 
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ſubmitted to a ſtate, in which human nature itſelf is 
under a natural incapacity of enjoying or converſing 
with the LokD our maker; and of being uſeful to 
men. For, what is the infancy of the moſt noble, 
moſt wiſe and the moſt powerful? It is an inactive 
ſtate : not capable of reflection, and deſtitute of the 
regular exerciſe of thought; expoſed to various' 
evils; ſenſible of much pain and uneafineſs, without 
knowing the cauſe, or how to ſeek relief. They 
that aſſert the contrary in the babe JI Es us, would 
do well to recollect and conſider how St. Luke in- 
forms us, that Ixsus increaſed in wiſdom, as well as 


Hature; and they muſt believe, that CRHRIST's humi- 


lation began in thoſe natural infirmities, which are 
inſeparable from a ftate of infancy. 

If we look to the way of grace, we may be ſoon 
convinced of the neceſſity of this great humiliation. 
Without this act of God's love the curſe muſt have 
been born: juſtice could not be ſatisfied. The na- 
ture that tranſgreſſed muſt die. The party offend- 
ing mult give ſatisfaction in his own perſon, or by 
a ſufficient ſurety, 

By our Loxp's becoming man he gained a right, 


in the fleſh, to redeem ſinners: by this the Jaw had 


a right to exact the debt of him, for which he be- 
came their ſurety: and, by this, man hath acceſs, 
through grace, unto the mercy of Gop. 

This is alſo a chief ſupport of our faith. If 
CHRIST were not man our faith would be vain. 
Without this he could not be the Meſſiab. And by 
this we fee the only way he could be liable to our 
debt, and how his ſatisfaction is communicable to 
us. Neither can there be a greater attractive to 
draw us to CHRIST, than to find him to be a man, 
our brother, born of a woman, made under the law. 

Jesus CHRIST was not only ſubject to theſe na- 
tural infirmities; but he was born of a woman, who 


was far from being honourable in the eye of the 
1 world; 
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world; and was treated with that uncommon de- 
gree of neglect, that ſhe could get no admiſſion into 
ſuch lodgings, as other travellers had, in an inn, 
though her condition might have demanded more 
compaſſion ; but ſhe was puſhed into a ſtable, and 
obliged to bring forth her ſon JEs us there, and to 
lay him in a manger, 
Again, her huſband F/eph, the reputed father of 
JEsus, was no better than a carpenter, who got his 
bread by the ſweat of his brow. A circumſtance, 
which, during the miniſtry of JEsUs, furniſhed his 
enemies with ſeveral inſinuations to leſſen him in the 
eſteem of the people. | 
His life was a continued ſtate of humiliation, 
JkEsus ſubmitted to the law, under which he was 
made man. He obeyed not only the moral precepts; 
but he ſubmitted to yield obedience unto ſeveral poſi- 
tive laws. It became him to fulfil righteouſneſs, as he 
ſaid to /n Baptiſt: and therefore he elſewhere 
ſpeaks of himſelf, as coming into the world to fu 
he law. He humbled himſelf to be circumciſed ; to 
be preſented in the temple on the day of purifica- 
tion; to keep the paſſover, &c. Beſides he was ſub- 
ject to the curſe of the Jaw, that is due to mankind 
for fin. For, as he obeyed what the law enjoined; 
ſo he ſuffered the puniſhment it threatened upon ſin- 
mers. | 's 
JESUS was no ſooner born, but he experienced the 
indignitics of the world, King Herod fought to put 
him to death. He was obliged, by a warning from 
heaven to his parents, to flee his native place into 2 
jtrange country; and to take vp his abode in a city, 
during the greateſt part of his appearance upon 
earth; of which the Jets harboured a molt detpi- 
cable opinion. Here at M gareih he lived in obſcu- 
- rity, for almoſt thirty years, dependent on, ſubject 
unto, and, probably labouring hard to aftift his pa- 
rents. Which became a continual objection to the 
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efficacy of his miniſtry ; when, he afterwards ap- 
peared in the character of the Meſſiah. 

Though the world was made by him, the world knew 
him nat in ſo long a ſtate of humiliation. When en- 
tered upon his miniſterial office, the princes of this 
world treated him with the utmoſt contempt and in- 
diznity : and though he confirmed his doctrine with 
many inconteſtable miracles, wrought in his Father's 
name, they queſtioned his miſſion, denied him to be 
the CHRIST, and reproached him, as one working 
miracles by the power of hell. They traduced his 
moral character, and repreſented him to be a vile 
fnner; becauſe he converſed with ſuch, to bring 
them to repentance, and to draw them unto Gop. 
They called him a deceiver, though the evidence 
of truth appeared as bright as the ſun, in every 
thing that he ſaid or did. The Gadarenes unani- 
mouſly beſought him to depart out of their coats ; 
becauſe he had caſt the devils out of a man into a 
herd of ſwine. 
and refuſed him that common help, relief and civi- 
lity, they paid to common travellers; which drew 
from him this obſervation, Foxes have holes, and birds 
if the air have neſts ; but the ſon of man hath nat where ta 
lay his head. And the Fews ſeveral times before his 
crucifixion attempted to take away his life, At one 
time they to up tones to ſlane him, becauſe he aſ- 
lerted his divine glory. Even his fellow-citizens, 
among whom he had been brought up, and to whom 
be uſually read and expounded the ſcriptures on the 
/bath-day, not only thruſt him out of the city, but 
would have caſt him headlong from the brow of a 
hal, had he not exerted his divine power, and im- 
berceptibly withdrawn himſelf out of their hands, 


tradition of ſinners againſt himſelf ; but the moſt 
Nurious and ungrateful treatment from thoſe, to 
whom he had been ſo great a friend. So that in 

every 


Others ſhut their doors againſt him, * 


Thus JzsUs CHRIST endured, not only the con- 
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every thing, as the prophet foretold, we behold him 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief. 

Why then do any of the members of CHRIST 
repine at their mean, ſuffering and hard lot; ſeeing 
that it comes very ſhort of the contempt, reproackes, 
ſorrows, afflictions and griefs that accompanied their 
Lord and Head.—It is a ſhame that our hearts and 
minds ſhould be ſet ſo much on thoſe things, that 
he, who is our LoRD and Maſter, and heir of all 
things, poſſeſſed fo little of, when he was in the MW 
world : or, that we ſhould place our happineſs in 
their enjoyment, or our miſery in the want of the f. 
pomps and vanities, or even of the neceſſaries of in 
life. More patience under the croſs, under want, M 
wvearineſs, reproaches, &c. would become us much M 
better. by 

Another point of humiliation is particularly found th. 
in the conflict of our Saviour with the temptations of Ml ter 
fatan. He was, in all points, tempted, like as we are; ¶ th. 
yet without fin. In which ſcripture we are taught, the 
that the temptations with which he was tempted, M 1 
did not ariſe in the foul of J=sus, as in the ſoul of M ſen 
ſinful man, from the corruption of nature, accord- 


ing to that of the apoſtle ſaying, that every man is * 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his mon luſts, ai fror 
enticed; but from that inveterate hatred, which the poit 
devil hath towards mankind ; prompting him to try 1 
every means to deceive, to entice, and to draw the ther 
human race into rebellion againſt Gop, and to pte · ¶ duo 
vent their redemption. and 


The devil attacks JEsUs at the firſt entrance upon 
his public miniſtry, in a moſt extraordinary and for- com 
cible manner, immediately after his baptiſm ; when the! 
a voice from heaven had juſt before given this giori- falliy 
ous teſtimony to the world, This is my beloved ſu, "M obſe 
whom TI am well pleaſed. _ . W whic 

Then was he led, ſays the evangeliſt, into the wii with 
derneſs, or immediately the ſpirit driveth him into ay 0 gc 

| wilderii)! 
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wilderneſs, to be tempted of the devil, Where we learn 
that the faithful have reaſon to prepare themſelves to 
meet with great temptations, when they, at any 
time, obtain extraordinary manifeſtations of divine 
love: theſe being the means whereby Gop pre- 
vents man from being exalted above meaſure. Here 
alſo we fee the malice and envy of ſatan againſt the 
people of Gop; that he is always endeavouring to 
bring them down to hell, whom he thinks the nea- 
reſt to heaven, 

Again, the incident of this temptation, juſt be- 
fore JESUs entered upon his public miniſtry, is an 
inſtruction, that when God deſigns that his people 
ſhould engage in any great, uſeful and difficult 
work, they are like to meet with great temptations, 
by his divine permiſſion, in order to put them upon 
the watch, and to fortify them againſt many other 
temptations, which they, in the common courſe of 
things, may expect to meet with, in the diſcharge 
thereof. Thus we read that ſatan tempted MHoſes, 
when called to go into Egypt, and Jeremiah, when 
ſent to a people, whoſe faces he was afraid ,; ſuggeſt- 
ing, to theſe prophets and meſſengers of the LORD, 
ſeveral unwarrantable excuſes, to diſcourage them 
from undertaking the work, to which they were ap- 
pointed, . 

If we conſider this temptation in all its parts, 
there will be matter of meditation upon the ſtupen— 
duous folly of the old ſerpent, preſuming to entice 
and to draw away the Son of Gop incarnate from do- 
ing the will of his Father: it being impotible to over- 
come him, who from his conception was filled with 
the HoLy Ghost, and was effectually ſecured from 
falling, by his divine unction. Here alſo we are to 
obſerve the devil's boldneſs and undaunted courage, 
which lets no human creature pals through this life, 
without being tempted, be he ever ſo great, or ever 


lo good. 
From 
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From ChRISF's temptation we likewiſe infer the 
greatneſs of his ſufferings. He could not, in his 
human nature, but be grieved thus to be attacked, 
inſulted and tempted by the worſt of his enemies, to 
turn him aſide from his allegiance to Gop: though 
the iſſue thereof was glorious to himſelf, and ſhame- 
ful to the devil. An event that affords the greateſt 
encouragement to believers under their manifold 
temptations. For, why ſhould they think it ſtrange 
that they are tempted, when they hear that T=sus 
CHRIST the Captain of their ſalvation, w: Ifo 
tempted. They learn alfo, that it is not a ſi be 
tempted; but that it becomes ſinful only when we 
comply with the temptation to do evil. And here 
likewiſe we are filled with hope, that we may not 
only be made partakers of CHRIST's victory; but 
receive help and ſuccour from him, when we are 
tempted : foraſmuch as he who /uffered, being tempt- 
ed, is able to ſuccour them, who are templed. 

CHRIsT was not only tempted of ſatan ; but he 
was humbled by his great ſympathy and compaſhon, 
which he bore towards objects of pity and diſtreſs, 
Many of the afflictions which he endured, took their 
riſe from the fin and miſery of others. Thus he is 
ſaid to be offlicted in all the afflictions of his pecpl.. 
He was gricved for the degeneracy and apoſtaſy of 
the Jeruiſh nation; that they would not receive his 
doctrine, but caſt the goſpel from them. He look- 
ing upon Jeruſalem as a ſelf-ruined city, he wept over 
it. And being ſometimes grieved for the remains of 
corruption, and the breakings out thereof in thoſe, 
whom he loved, in a diſtinguiſhing manner, we find 
him afflicted in ſpirit, by reaſon of the hardneſs of 
their hearts, and the unbelief of his diſciples. 

To theſe may be added thoſe afflictions, which 
ariſe from hunger, thirſt, fatigue, poverty and tlie 
want of the common neceſſaries of life, to which 


he, who ſupplies all things living with plenteou!- 
| nesz 
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neſs, ſubmitted; it being agreeable to the ſtate of 
humiliation, in which he was during his abode in 


the fleſh. 


But CHRIST's humiliation is more viſible in his 
death and paſſion. Let us follow him into the gar- 
den of Gethſemane, where his ſoul was ſorrowful, 


eren unto death. . 
The firſt ſtation we meet him at, is at his pray- 


ers; which he uttered with ſuch agony at the ap- 


proach of his ignominious death, that he ſweat 
drops of blood, and with a filial petition to the Fa- 


ther, begged, that if it were poſſible, the bitter cup 


might be removed, or that he might be delivered 
from it. 

The ſecond ſtation preſents him in the hands of 
Judas the traitor, and bound by the whole multi- 
tude of the Jews. Here we ſee that Gop permitted 
one of his diſciples, and even an apoſtle, to betray 
his maſter JIEsus CHRISTH; as an inſtance that hy- 
pocrites ſometimes mix themſelves with his faithful 
lervants. | 

But this was not ſo grievous to JEsUs, as the af- 
diction he felt, when he ſaw that all his diſciples for- 
fork him and fied ; and that he was diſowned and de- 
nied by Peter, who had promiſed to die with him. 

Having apprehended IEsus, they bound him like 
a common malefactor. No doubt but he, to whom 
the winds, the ſea and the grave had paid obedi- 
ence, could have broken the bands or cords in pieces, 
as threads of linnen cloth, more eaſily than Sampſon ; 
but it was the love he bore to mankind, and his ſub- 
miſhon to his Father's will, that made him ſubmit 
to be tied and held with cords: and thereby left us 
an example, that we muſt ſubmit to be bound with 
the bands of charity, with the tye of obedience and 
humility, and with the obligation of ſuch duties, as 
appertain to the ſtate and condition we live in. 


For, they only can be ſaid to be wiſe unto ſalvation, 
| who 
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who thruft their feet into her fetters, and their necks ini 
her chains, and are not weary of the bands of true wiſy, 

His third Ration is in the houſe of Annas the high. 
prieſt, to which he was hurried, from the garden, 
with ſhoutings, reproaches and ignominy, through 
the ſtreets, and a blaſpheming mob, in a city, where 
a few days before he had made his public entry a- 


midſt the acclammations of the people ſaluting him 


with hoſannas, and welcoming him with a Bl/ed is 
he that cometh in the name of the LORD. 

Behold ! that divine perſon, by whom the hea- 
vens were made, and had confirmed his doctrine b 
miracles, hauled as a criminal to the tribunal of a 
judge, whoſe. province was to judge of doctrines. 


The creator is placed with indignity before his crea- 


ture: and the eternal wiſdom of Gz0D is brought to 
the bar, to render an account of his doctrine to an 


arrogant ſmatterer in the law: ſurrounded by doc- 


tors puffed up with their human learning, and 721: 
ing, as conquerars rejoice, after a prey is taken, while they 
examine him concerning his doctrine and diſciples. 

CHRIsT heard their reproaches with filence, nei- 


ther did he anſwer any thing concerning his dilci- 


ples: becauſe we are not to be too forward to reſent 
private or perſonal injuries; nor to give our opinion 
of perſons, whom we have not found firm and ſteady 
in the principles of virtue. Their taunts and invec- 
tives centered in himſelf; they did no further da- 
mage. The diſciples by their forſaking of him, 
ſhewed that they were wavering in the faith; and 
therefore as he could not ſpeak in their favour, JE- 
sus would ſay nothing to their diſrepute. But he 
anſwered reſolutely to the point of doctrine : becauſe 
thereon depended the effect of his miniſtry and the 
ſalvation of mankind. See John xvili. 20, 21. 
This anſwer ſubjected the bleſſed JE sus to further 
indignities. One of the officers flanding by ſtruck hum 
with the palm of his band, (which in the eaſtern coun- 
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tries is accounted a mark of the greateſt reproach) 
ſaying, anſwereſt thou the high-prieft ſo? Should we 
conſider this act of humiliation in all its circumſtan- 
ces ; that it was done by a furious enraged officer 
(or perhaps ſoldier) in an aſſembly or court of ju- 
Rice, to a perſon whoſe ſanctity of life, and mi- 
racles had gained him the reſpe& and admirati- 
on of all, that had heard him, and upon fo un- 
juſt an account, for ſo juſt and prudent an anſwer ; 
it muſt heighten our ideas of our Saviour's humilia- 
tion, who without ſhewing any emotion of reſent- 
ment and revenge, modeſtly juſtified himſelf, that 
he might not ſeem to have behaved diſreſpectfully to 
the high-prieſt ; whom he honoured on account of 
his place and authority. JF I have ſpoken evil, ſaid 
Jesus, bear witneſs of the evil: but if well, why ſmiteſt 
thou ne? | 

Annas ſent him bound to Caiaphas. A journey 
both painful and ignominious. JESUS was hauled 
and dragged again through the ſtreets at midnight, 
with all the bad uſage, that could be thrown upon 
the moſt notorious malefactor: and he who knew 
no ſin was put into the power of a court, which 
ſuborned falſe witneſſes to ſwear his life away: but 
even this method, under the colour of juſtice, di. 
not ſerve the purpoſe of his wicked judges and ac- 
euſers. Their witneſſes did not agree. The judge 
himſelf, the infamous high-prieſt Caiaphas, was * 
liged to put ſuch a conſtruction upon the words of 
Jesus, acknowledging himſelf to be the CHRIST, 
a to find him guilty of death for ſpeaking the truth. 

This ſentence expoſed JIEsus to the utmoſt re- 
proach, and contempt of the mob. They ſpit in his 
face, blindfolded him ; flruck him with the palms of their 
hands, ſaying, Prophecy unto us, &c. And this ill- 
treatment may be ſuppoſed to continue till morn- 
ng: all which time his ſacred perſon was Jeft to the 
licretion of an illiterate, deceived and outrageous 

multitude 
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multitude of ſoldiers and the populace. For, it wa 
not till the morning that the chief prieſts and elder 
having conſulted together againſt IEsus to put him 
to death, delivered him over to the ſecular power to 
be executed, 

Then all the multitude took him, and led him to 
Pilate, as one juſtly convicted of ſedition, treaſon 
and blaſphemy, and worthy of death. Pilate ſoon 
diſcovered the hatred of his accuſers, and finding no 
fault that could be proved againſt him, endeavoured 
to get clear of a cauſe, which would otherwiſe make 
himſelf acceſſory to the ſhedding of innocent blood, 
For this end, he ordered the guard and the accuſes 
to carry JEsUs to Herod's judgment-ſeat. Which 
added to the miſeries of this day's humiliation, not 
only from the nature of ſuch a commitment, but 
from the contempt and outrage with which JESU 
was treated by Herod, who ſet him in the moſt con- 
temptuous light, by ordering him to be arrayed in a 
gorgeous robe, and to be reconducted in that drels 
with ignominious taunts, to Pate's juriſdiction. 

Pilate ſeeing that for envy the Fews perſecuted Iꝝ- 

SUS unto death, uſed ſeveral means to perſuade 
them from ſuch an unjuſt proceeding. He propoſed 

a commutation, to — JEsus, and to order Ba- 
rabbas, a notorious murderer, for execution. But 
the Jews would not conſent. He then tried to 
aſſuage their rage, by ordering IEsus to be whipped 
publickly and unmercifully ; hoping thereby to ſet 
him at liberty. EY 

In this ſtate of humiliation we behold the Saviour 

of the world ſtripped naked, tied to a pillar like 2 
common ſlave condemned for a notorious crime, and 
cruelly ſcourged, though by the judge's own con- 
feſſion there was no fault to be found in him. No 
ſlave was ever ſo cruelly handled. Here was fulfill- 
ed the prophecy, which faith, He is deſpiſed and ve. 
tected of men, a man of ſorrows and acquaintea 199 

grief — 
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grief. He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
bruiſed for our intquittes : the chaſtiſement of our peace, 
was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed. I gave 
my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that pluckt 
off the hair. I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting. 

The foldiers, when JEsus was taken from the pil- 
lar, platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head; 
and they put on him a purple robe, and a reed in his right 
hand, and they bowwved the knee before him, and mocked 
him ſaying, Hail King of the eus] In this condition 
JzsUs was preſented, with much ſcorn and derition, 
by Pilate to the Fews, who ſought his life. 

Let us figure unto ourſelves the contemptible 
ſight, which JE sus made on this occaſion 3 and we 
by the eye of the ſoul ſhall ſee him under this form, 
our GoD and our LoRD, the Meffias, our Saviour, 
our Teacher, and good Shepherd: who for the love 
of mankind humbled himſelf to the condition of 4 
lave; and ſuffered himſelf to be contemned and 
ſcoffed, that he might lower our pride; to be ſtrip- 
ped naked, that he might correct our covetouſneſs; 
to be harraſſed with exceſſive torments, that he 
might teach us patience in tribulation, and to mo- 
erate our anger and paſhon. 

When Pilate could not prevail with the Jeu to 
releaſe JIEsus, he paſſed ſentence of death upon him, 
and delivered him to be crucified. They, who were 
appointed to put this ſentence into execution, load- 
ed Jesvs with a heavy croſs, and hurried him with 
t upon his ſhoulders, through the ſtreets, to mount 
Latvary, All which ignominy and diſtreſs JEsus 
bore patiently for our ſins, and thereby, in his own 
perſon giveth us a lively example of evangelical po- 
verty. 

AL the place of execution, his hands and his feet 
were nailed to the croſs. The prieſts, the ſoldiers, 
and others, blaſphemouſly upbraided him with his 
waut of power, He ſaved others, himſelf be cannot m_ 
wit 
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with - arrogance for taking upon him the title c 
King, I be be the King of Iſrael, let him come down: 
with preſumptuouſly calling himſelf the ſon of Gos, 
and relying upon him, He truſted in GoD, let hin 
„ ape. if he will have him : for he ſaid, Ian 
the fon of GOD : if thou be the ſon of GOD come diu 
om the croſs. | 
What did IJEsus do and ſay? He ſubmitted ty 
theſe indignities for our fins : He was wounded for tur 
tranſgreſſions : he was bruiſed for our ſins. He reviled 
not, but prayed for his enemies and perſecutors, 
Father forgive them, for they know not what they d. Wicya 
He that before had rebuked his diſciples for detiring ray 
him to call for fire from heaven; and taught them H Hine 
pray far them that perſecute and * them, did not call , 
for fire as Elias did upon his perſecutors, neither did Hou! 
he curſe them, as Eliſba did the children that affront- ook 
ed him: but he interceded with his Father for par- Ne pe 
don for his enemies. 
It heightened the puniſhment of IEsus to cruciſ Let 
him between two notorious malefactors. He was Wy 1; 
born between two beaſts, and he ſubmitted to die Myon | 
between two thieves, to give us an example of hu- ul-p 
mility. | | or, t 
About the ninth hour JEsUs cried with a loud vice, Mitah] 
ſaying, My Gor, my Gop, why haſt thou forfaken me! 
A loud cry and voice are tokens of exceſſive griei: 
for here JesUs was left alone in his human nature 
to ſuffer exceeding great torments ; deſtitute of a 
manner of comfort, which might ariſe from the 
foul ; forſaken of his own people, even his diſciples: 
and foreſeeing the ingratitude of the moſt part of the 
world, which would reject his counſels, and detpitc 
his examples; for whoſe ſake he was then undergo- 
ing ſuch bitter torments. ; 
Jesus CHRISH could eaſily have delivered himleli 
from that dereliction and anguiſh of mind by giving 


way to the joys of the beatifical viſion ; but er 
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yould endure all things, that he might be the more 
like unto us, and withal to inſtruct us, how to be- 
haye in time of dereliction, dryneſs in devotion, and 
rouble of mind; from which no body, not the moſt 
irtuous and perfect of us all, can be exempt. If Gon 
he Father left his beloved ſon in this manner; no 
vonder that he ſeems to leave us to ourſelves for ſome 
me without all comfort. Therefore, whenever this 
appens we muſt not deſpair : we may complain with 
filial ſubmiſſion to a father's correction, my God, 
3 Gop ! why haſt thou forſaken me. But we muſt not 
epart from him. We muſt draw nigh to Gop by 
rayer, and hold faſt on his divine promiſes, by pa- 
jence; becauſe our deliverance wil ſurely come, it 


ul nat tarry, Habb. ii. 3. Though our ſufferings 


hould be many and exceflive tormenting, we muſt 
ook upon them, as temptations to try us, and, if 
ve perſevere in Gop's ſervice, he will ſend us a way 

eſcape, and will not forſake us wholly, 
Let us obſerve how JtsUs ſubjoined, Father, not 
y will, but thine be done, By which we are called 
pon to guard againſt miſtakes about that inward 
pul-pinching, expreſſed in the * words. 
or, they ſnew us that there was no ſinful or un- 
table confuſion or perturbation of mind in CHRIST, 
pon the crois; no fretting or anxiety, nor any diſ- 
ontentedneſs at the engagement; nor any jealouſy 
the Father's love; nor any diſtruſt, as to the 
ent: for I have power (ſaid he) to lay down my 
fe, and I have power to take it up again; and I 
ll riſe again the third day: he knew that the co- 
nant of redemption betwixt the Father and him 
od firm and ſure. But it was the conſideration of 
ob's then coming, as the party, to exact the elect's 
bt of him, and his ſtanding at the bar to anſwer 
r it, which put him into that agony. And though 
nſidering CHRIST, as man perionally united to the 
head (whereby he was kept from finking) he had 
no 
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144 Of CRRIST's Humiliation. 
no diſtruſt to be carried through; yet conſidering 
him as a man ſuffering, and that, (if I may ſo ex. 
preſs myſelf) there was an eclipſe of that ſenſible joy 
that proceeded from the two natures together, it N 
not poſſible to conceive otherwiſe, but that wrath 
and anger muſt have been ſome way dreadful to hin 
in that condition. 
Tzsvus ſpake once more upon the croſs and ſaid, i 
is finiſhed. By ſubmitting to death, even the deathif 
the croſs, he had performed the will of his heaven|y 
Father: and by his doctrine, works and ſufferings, ¶ ane 
he had fulfilled the Jaw and the prophets. Well MW mi 
therefore might he ſay to his eternal Father, Ih er 
fiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to de, &c. and If upc 
come to thee. And again, with a loud voice, as vin 
ſign of victory over death, fin, the devil, and the ut- tau; 
moſt hatred and malice of his enemies, Father int: pra- 
thy hands I commend my ſpirit. Which is a moſt excci- fou! 
lent leſſon how- to recommend ourſelves unto God ſtig 
at the hour of death, and what we ought to be chic ſtor 
careful of at that time, when the world and the de- was 
vi] are moſt diligent to draw us from the care of our tilts, 
foul. hi, 
Having thus finiſhed the work, JesUs Curr with 
bowed his head and yielded up the ght. Behold the who 
fun of glory eclipſed ! the temple of the living Goo vas 
diſſolved! the author of life yielding to the ſtroke of the / 
death! All this to convince us that we are boultl Lt 


with a price, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Let us therefore gu Cusn 
CoD beth in our lady and in our ſpirit : leaſt we thevF whic 
ourſelves more unſenſible of this act of humiliation /oul 4 
than the inanimate creation, which at the time t- 7%/: 
SUS gave up the ghoſt, proclaimed his death in ai not h 
moſt fingular manner: The ſun was darkened : the cm bre. 
did quake + the rocks were rent: the graves were open: did en 
and the vail of the temple was rent in the midſt. tree, 
Thus, heaven's gates were opened for the huma T} 
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CarIST : and we, who before were under the ty- 
ranny of ſatan ; caſt off from the face of Gop by the 
heinouſneſs of our fins; and not being able to atone 
for our tranſgreſſions, were expoſed to eternal dam- 
nation, when behold the ſon of GoD ſent redemption 
unto his people, Pſal. cxi. 9. offering himſelf a ſacri- 
fice for our ſins, that all that believe in him ſhauld nit 
periſh but have eternal life. | 
Look now unto IEsus the author and finiſher of 
our faith! Imagine yourſelf at the foot of his croſs, 
and that you hear him call out in the, words of Jere- 
miah, Behold, and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto my 
farrow, which is done unto me. Meditate attentively 
upon every circumſtance, and we ſhall be ſoon con- 
vinced of the humiliation of CHRISH JEsUs, and 
taught _ a good leflon for Chriſtian faith and 
practice. He was hanged as a thief; condemned at 
four ſeveral tribunals; hurried along the ſtreets, and 
ſtigmatized with the name of a blaſphemer, impo- 
ſtor, ſeducer, glutton, fool and madman. His head 
was pierced with thorns : his face buffetted with 
hits, and defiled with ſpittle: his ſhoulders cut with 
whips and ſtripes: his hands and feet bored through 
with nails: his ſide pierced with a launce, and his 
whole body embrued in his own blood ; ſo that there 
was no ſound place found in our crucified Saviour, from 
the ſole of the foot to the crown of his head, | 
Let us now conſider the . procuring cauſe of 
CHRIST's death and ſufferings, It was the ſame, by 
which death firſt entered into the world. For, his 
ſul was made an offering for ſm. He was wounded and 
bruiſed for tranſgreſſions and iniquities, which were 
not his own, but ours. He bore the ſin of many. He 
ire our griefs, and carried our ſorrows. Though he 
did no fin, yet he bore ours in his own body on the 
tee, that we might be healed through his ſtripes. 
Thus we ſee, that CHR1sT's own love to put him- 
ſelf in the finner's ſtead brought this humiliation upon 
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him; and that he deſigned to work and purchaſe the 
ſinner's ſalvation by his ſatisfaction. For, he tas deliver 
up for our offences : he came to give his life a ranſom fr er 
many he was ſlain to redeem us to God by his blocd? H ve 
las made our peace through the blood of the craſs + he bn ing 
32 away fin by the K of himſelf : and the bl if jult 
Esus CHRIST, the Son of Gop, cleanſes us from al r 

5 = * 
In theſe gracious terms runs the whole ſtream of cell 
the Goſpel ; holding up to the eye of faith this great actr 
and precious truth, that the intention of Cnr; bea, 
' crucifixion was for ſatisfaction; that the juſtice of Gat 
GovD might be ſatisfied ; and that his people, Hand 
in danger thereof, might be acquitted. And ute! 
here we fee the juftice of heaven to terrify us, ere 
fin painted in tits bloody colours to humble us, to willi 
break our heart for it, and to turn our heart againſt citat! 
it: ſo in our expiring Redeemer we perceive a lde h 
ſtronger than death; becauſe the moſt ignominiou Dt 
and cruel death could not quench, or cool it; bu N 
he has expreſſed the vreatef of all love, in laying s in 
down his life, and that not for his friends, but ſof a1 
his enemies. For, when we were enemies, we Wert vlator 
reconciled to Gon by the death of his Sen. nults. 
Fere alſo we meet with a reviving cordial, whe kind? 


as, 
for 


we droop under the ſenſe of our fins and the dread WI 
of Gop's wrath. For there are no ſpiritual mal: ren 
dies that cannot be cured b the all-healing bloc Mat r 
of Jesvs : nor any fins fo deadly, that his me imſe] 
. ritorious death cannot diſcharge us from. Ha" 
is the Lamb of Gop that taketh away the fins 0 id no! 
the world. He is our Redeemer from the curſe n; 
the law, himſelf being made a curſe for us : Gal. il oming 
13. We are all conceived in fin, and we are 2 atisfac 
tranſgreſſors from the womb ; ſo that if the Lo! But, 
ſhould be extreme to mark what is done amil _ 
ade 


heavy matters might be laid to our charge. Bu 


Ixsvs has taten away the hand-writing, that was agua" 
js 


ere C 


ator; who knew no 
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vs, nailing it to his croſs, Here then we are to (cek 
for ſhelter from all danger, under the ſhadow of a 
crucified Saviour : being ſprinkled with his blood, 
we ſhall be protected from the power of the deſtroy- 
ing angel : and through faith in that blood we are 
juſtified and reconciled unto Gon. * 

Theſe acts of humiliation in the perſon of the 
Son of GoD made man are to be applied to ex- 
cellent uſes. Here believers may wonder at the ex- 
actneſs and infinity of Gop's grace, and at the 
heart affecting, and ſoul-raviſhing love of their me- 
diator: a grace, that ſpared the inſolvent debtor, 
and exacted payment from the ſurety, who was 
the Son of his — they may exerciſe their 
love on the Mediator, who paid ſo much, and fo 
willingly and chearfully for them, without the ſoli- 
citation or interpoſition of any creature.—Can they 
behold IEsus in the preſence of Plate in their ſtead, 
not anfwering, when he was accuſed unjuſtly, and 
Pilate marvelling at his filence, and convinced of 
tis innocency ; and ſhall they remain without feel- 
ng an affection for ſo gracious and patient a me- 

fn, and ſuffered all for the 
fults, miſcarriages, and tranſgreſſions of man- 
kind ? 

What may not the believer expect from Gon, 
then he did not ſpare his own Son for him? And 
hat may he expect from CHRIST, who ſpared not 
bimſelf for his ſake ? The good Shepherd, who laid 
yn his life for his ſheep, held his tongue and 
id not rebuke, nor find fault with, thoſe that ſmote 
um; will not reject nor upbraid the poor ſinner 
oming to him, and pleading for the benefit of his 
tisfaction, He will rejoice at his converſion. 


But, as if his crucifixion had not been ſufficient 
exemplify the humiliation of the Son of Gon 
ade man, JEsUs would alſo deſcend into the grave. 


ere CHRIST'S human nature continued, like other 
22 


mortals, 


\ 
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mortals, departed this life, under the dominion ; 
_ geath for three days: which ſtate of CHRIST's body 
muſt be reckoned a part of his humiliation ; be. 
cauſe, though his ſoul paſſed immediately ihto pz 
yet then 
was ſome degree of perfect bleſſedneſs, which th: 
man CHrisT JEsUs could not be poſſeſſed of, til 
Again: fo long 
as he continued under the power of death, our Re- 
deemer was not fully diſcharged by the juſtice d 
Gop : neither could the work of ſatisfaction 
complete, till JssUs was declared to be the 8. 
of God with power, and to have fully conquered. 
death and hell by his reſurrection from the dead, 
Therefore this muſt be accounted a part of CHRIST 


radiſe, as he promiſed the good thief; 


his body and ſoul were reunited. 


humiliation. 684234 ; 

During the depoſit of CHRIST's body in the grave 
his foul, which he had commended ſo earneſtly int: 
the hands of his heavenly father, at the time it de- 
parted from his body on the croſs, was in heayen 
and not ſent to preach the goſpel to thoſe, who 
by reaſon of the darkneſs of the Old "Teſtament Cl 
penſation, were detained in priſon, as being unf 
for the heavenly ſtate : for the Scripture (1 Pet. ii 
19.) upon which that ſuppoſition is founded, mear 
no more, but that Neah had been ſent to preac 
to the old world, who were di ſobedient; and for th 
were ſent into the priſon of hell, after the lay 
ſuffering of Gop had waited on them, while the a 
was building. Neither is that interpretation bettc 
grounded, which makes CHRI1sT deſcend into he 
to triumph over the devils and ſpirits confined in 4 
abyſs of miſery. ChRIST, indeed is recorded /þ 
ing principalities and powers, and making a ſhew of 1" 
openly, triumphing over them : but it was on his cr0!s 
not in hell : nor was it by going down into that plac 


of torment that CHRIST is ſaid to 4% ray = ! 
Ui 
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119% r, that had the power of death; but that deſtrue- 
s boch on was wrought by his death on the croſs, which 

= be as the ſeat of his triumph over death, fin, and the 
Op-. | 

t then Before we conclude this ſubject of CHRIST's hu- 

ch te iliation, let us, with a Chri/tian ſpirit, and a ſoul- 

of, til king defire of improvement, meditate upon the 


0 7 ords of the Prophet, who, in the evangelical ſtile, 
ur Re. 
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us viclence, neither was any deceit in his mouth : yet it 
leaſed the Lord to bruiſe him; he hath put him to grief - 
when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for Jin, he ſhall 
e his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure 
of the Lord fhall proſper in his hand. | 
In this ſcripture we find the reaſons for CHRIST's 
ſufferings. Here we are inſtructed, that Gop's 
good pleaſure ordered ig ſo: it pleaſed the Lord to 
braaſe him, and to put Hm to grief. This reaſon is 
taken from the fountain, where his ſufferings pro- 
ceeded. Another reaſon is taken from the nature 
or end of his ſufferings, and teacheth that his ſoul 
ee made an offering for ſm. Though he ſuffered 
et. Un the eye of the world, as an offender or ſinner; 
meu yet before Gop he was made only an offering for 
ele in, to ſatisfy for, and to remove the puniſhment 
or tu due to, the fins of his elect people, and to make 
e way for their freedom. x 
Ye 4 herefore it is productive of the following no- 
vett WW able and noble effects: namely, (1) to ſee his ſecd; 
oY: numerous offspring to be ſaved through him. 
n ) To prolong his days; by his reſurrection, aſcen- 
Vis tion and interceſſion, for his people, at the right 
band of Gop, for ever. And (3) to fulfill the plea- 
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* ſure of the Lord; by giving eternal life to as many as 
P 1 ſhould believe on him; by delivering many captives 
. from the devil, and ſetting many priſoners free from 


lin, death and the grave; and by gathering the 
H 3 ſons 


oretold that the Meſſiab made his grave with the wick= 
, and with the rich in his death; becauſe he had done 
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150 Of CurisT's Humiliation, 
ſons of Gop together into his fold, that they may 
feed on his word, drink of the waters of ſalvation, 
and inherit everlaſting glory. 
This ſcripture is alluded to by the apoſtle, who 
writing to the Hebrews puts them in mind, that 
CHRrisT JEsvs is the Heſſiab, who by bis once of- 
fering up of himſelf, perfetts for ever thoſe who are 
ſancti ted. So that there is no ther name under heaven, 
whereby ſinners can be ſaved, ſaith another apoſtle, 
but the name of JESUS. 
Here we allo gather the neceſſity we are under to 
make uſe of this one oftcring of CHRIS . For, if 
we believe him to be the one offering to take away 
fin, and that no other offering will be accepted by 
God the Father; we mult ſeck for ſalvation, even 
for the remiſion of our fins, through his merits, 
Again: if we be under fin: if fin and death, he 
wares of fm, be inſeparably knit together; and if 
thore can be no reconciliation with Gop, till we 
are race tree from fin and wrath ; then there is 2 
neceſſity that ſinners endeavour to obtain a title 
to, and an intereſt in, this one offering and ſacriſice 
of CHRIST thus dying for us. 
This is evinced by the following reaſons. If men 

were not born in fm and children of wrath ; and 
if there were any other ſin- offering, or any other 
way or means to_eſcape the curſe and wrath of 
Gop due for fin, we ſhould not lie under ſuch an 
obligation to rely on CHRIST's ſacrifice or offering: 
but ſeeing that all men are under ſin, and obnoxious 
to Gop's curſe and wrath, becauſe of it; and ſeeing 
there is no other thing that can take away ſin; then 
there is an abſolute neceſſity ſeriouſly to make ule 
of this means of ſalvation, and to obtain an intereſt 
in this ſin-offering. | | 

If we deſire to make a proper uſe of this doctrine, 
let us take care to avoid the practice of thole 
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viction, that they are ſinners, and that CHRIST is 
the only ſin-offering to take away fin ; but are fo 
blind, ſo deaf, ſo neglectful of their duty and in- 
terelt, as never to make uſe of CHRIsT, and of 
his ſacrifice to take away their fins, to have wrath 
removed, and to make their peace with Gon. 

There were many Jews, who were taught by 
their daily ſacrihces, which were types of this one 
offering of CHRISTH's body on the croſs, that there 
was no other way to gain pardon and peace with 
Gop, but by their truſting to it; yet the molt of 
ther, while they were thus employed, ſlighted this 
one lacrifice, according to that of the apoſtle, wha 
tells the Romans that being ignerant of Gop's righte- 
euſneſs, they wwent about to fiabliſh their own righieauſ- 
nfs, and did at ſubmit themſelves uus the righteouſn:/s 
of God. | 

It is no leſs certain that many, who hear this 
Goſpel, and profeſs CHRisT to be the only ſin- 
offering will be diſowned by him, on this ſame 
account of negleCting this only means of ſalvation. 
For, though they attend upon the adminiſtration of 
tis word read and preached; and partake of the ſa- 
caments inftituted by CHRIST himſelf, he will pro- 
nounce this dreadful ſentence upon them, depart 


fran me, I never knew you, ye workers of iniquity ; be- 


cauſe, whatever they profeſs, they do nut make 
peace with GoD, through and by his Son Jesvs 
CHRIST, , | 


The cauſe of this may be thus accounted for. It 


5 dificult to convince ſuch men of their error, or 
tiat they deſpiſe CHRIST's ſacrifice. They readily 
acknowledge the ſinfulneſs of any breach of Gon's 
commandments, whereof their conſciences accuſe 
them, and ſhall lament their crime, and condemn 
their own ingratitude towards their maker; but they 
Hall be ſo far from TOY of their guilt 
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truth of the goſpel ; that are ever under the con- 
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152 Of CanisT's Humiliation, 


of the ſin of wnbelief; that, being puffed up with: 
good opinion of their own merit, they laugh at ſuch 


an accuſation, Hence it is, that ſo few depend upon 


CHRIST'S righteouſneſs and ſacrifice of himſelf; 
becauſe they cannot be brought to a true ſenſe of 
their unbelief.— Therefore when the Spirit comes, 
faith CHRIST, he fhall canummnce the world of fin, not 
only of actual fin, but particularly of the ſin of 
unbelief ; becauſe they believed not in CHRIST.—— A 
deluſion in which too many otherwiſe devout peo- 
ple die: as may be gathered from that dreadful ten- 
tence, depurt from me, I never knew you, which {hall 
be pronounced againſt them at the laſt day.—There- 
fore, as this is an affair ſo difficult to be inculcated 
with ſucceſs, and of ſo great importance to our ſal. 
vation, we cannot be too ſolicitous in its purſuit, 
nor too careful to avoid thoſe temptations, which 
deceive and diſappoint well-diſpoſed chriſttans in 
the application of the faciihce of the death of 
CHRIST, 

Let us conſider how great the diſappointment 
will be to ſinners in the day of the Lord, when they 
are brought to acknowledge that they knew that 
there was no other name given unto men, whereby 
ſinners could be ſaved, but the name of IE sus; and 
yet that they ſlighted and rejected him, to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs. If we have not begun to 
account and reckon with our maker, let us think 
on this immediately. Repent and believe that the 
paſſing of the ſentence will be on this ground, 
Whether we have fled to CHRIsT, and made uſe 
of his ſacrifice, or not? It would be an irreparable 
diſappointment to meet with a Depart from me, 
on this ground; becauſe there was ſome conviction, 
that this was the only ſacrifice and fin-offering, that 
takes away fin, and yet, it was not .made uſe ot, 
nor made the ground of our peace with Gop. 
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71's Influence. and Effects. 13 
What is it then to make uſe of this offering? we 
cannot explain it better than from the typical ſacri- 
fices under the law. bes 
It implies a thorough conviction of man's liable- 


neſs to the juſtice of Gop for ſin, and an utter in- 
ability in ourſelves, and an utter emptineſs and im- 
potency in all other means to ſatisfy for ſin; thus 
they, that brought the ſacrifice to the prieſt, laid 
their hand on the head of the beaſt, by way of 
acknowledgement, that death was their due: fo then 
to have a lively ſenſe of the due deſert of fin, that is, 
to have the ſentence of death carried about in our 
boſom ; to have a thorough conviction of the emp- 
tineſs of all other means of relief, is requiſite to the 
right improvement of CHRIST's offering. 

It implies that we have reſpect to the inſtitution 
and ordinance of Gop, appointing this ſacrifice to 
be the means of our redemption. Thus in the 
ſacrifices, that were offered for fin, under the old 
law, there was reſpect had to God's covenant ; 
wherein were not only promiſes relating to external 
purifications, and admiſſion to church- privileges, but 
promiſes alſo relating to inward cleanſing, and to 
the pardon of ſins, which was the great end of thoſe 
ſacrifices : and the looking unto the inſtitution of 
this ſacrifice, is the ground that leads us to know the 
end of CHRIST's ſufferings, and is a warrant for our 
faith in the improvement thereof; being the only 
ſacrifice that expiates ſin, and holds off wrath : and 
if theſe two things be not carried with us in the uſe 
of this ſacrifice; viz. the conviction of fin, and the 
liableneſs to wrath, and God's inſtitution and ap- 
pointment of this ſacrifice to take away fin, and to 
avert wrath ; our uſing of it will be vain, our hopes 
vain, and our faith vain alſo; for ſuch a uſe is no 
better than will-worſhip ; and ſetting up our own 
righteouſneſs inſtead of the righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
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154 Of CnrisT's Humiliation, 
It implies alſo, That when a ſinner is walking un- 
der the ſenſe of his ſin, and the emptineſs and im- 
potency of all other things to remove fin and wrath; 
there muſt be a looking unto the worth of CHrsT's 
ſufferings and ſacrifice appointed to take away lin, 
and to preſerve from wrath ; and the ſoul's actual 
applying of his offering to itſelf; as we may ſee in 
the teveral ſacrifices appointed, under the law, for 
the cleanſing away ſeveral fins; particularly in that 
of the Scape-goat, on whoſe head the prieſt, for the 
people, laid his hands. In which was implied, not 
only their acknowledgement of ſin, and of their de- 
ſerving death, and of Gop's appointment of that to 
be a * offering for the typical taking away 
of ſin; but theſe two things were further implied, 
(I.) That they did take the burthen of their ſins, 
which neither they themſelves, nor any other could 
bear, and laid it on CHRIST their ſurety, who ſtands 
in our room and ſtead to ſatisfy for our debts to 
Gop. So that we have no other anſwer to any ac- 
cuſation for ſin but this: the ſurety we have betaken 
ourſelves to, and placed in our ſtead, will pay this 

debt and anſwer for it. | 
When we have thus betaken ourſelves to CHRIS 
and to his ſacrifice, we muſt ſhew our faith by ac- 
quicſcing in, and reſting upon it, alone for obtaining 
of our pardon. Which was alſo implied in the people's 
laying their hands, by the prieſt, on the head of the 
facrifice ; for, as this act was an open confeſſion 
that they were not able of themſelves to pleaſe and 
to ſatisfy GoD, nor by any other ways or means; 
fo it was a declaration, that, according to Gop's co- 
venant, they expected abſolution from their tranl- 
greſſions through that ſacrifice; and that though 
they could not ſatisfy by themſelves, yet they had 
faith in God's covenant, that the ſacrifice they of- 
fered would typically ſatisfy him.—Thus the be- 
liever draws the concluſion from CHRIsT's ſacriſice, 
. | according 
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according to the terms of the covenant, that he 


hath abſolution, reſts upon and acquieſces in it; 


which act of faith is called truſting and confiding in 
CHRIST, who hath promiſe to put none away that 
come unto him. 

If it be ſo difficult and yet ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
to make uſe of CHRIST, and eſpecially in his offer- 
ing up of himſelf for the fins of his people, ſee that 
we walk tenderly in this matter, that this ſacrifice 
be not deſpiſed nor neglected; otherwiſe fin will lie 
{ill at our door. And here I addreſs myſelf to three 
forts of people: 

(I.) To thoſe who imagine they can make their 
peace with Gop without the mediation of a Re- 
deemer. Of this ſort ſome are utterly careleſs how 
their peace be made, or whether it be made or not: 
they hope for it, and doubt not of attaining it; but 


can give no account whether they ſhall come at it 


or not, and are very indifferent how to find the way. 
Others preſume that Gop loves them, becauſe they 
are in love with themſelves: they don't deny their 
lin; but preſume that GoD will not be extreme to 
mark what is done amiſs. They are ſure that Gon 


loves them; but they can alledge no ground for it. 


Others think Gop is merciful, and thence infer that 
they ſhall be pardoned ; not reflecting that the Deity 
cannot ſhew mercy to the prejudice of his juſtice, 
which muſt be ſatisfied; but ignorantly ſuppoſing that 
Gop would have extended his mercy to ſinful man, 
had CHRIST never died for us ſinners. 

(2) To thoſe who take the legal way to reconcile 
themſelves to GoD. They readily confeſs their own 


ſinful ſtate, and that no unclean thing can enter into 


the kingdom of heaven: but they truſt in ſome excuſe 


or atonement of their own invention. Sometimes 


they truſt that their lives are not ſo culpable as other 
people's ; and then conclude, that, if they ſhould be 
adjudged to hell, they think that few will go to hea- 
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156 Of: ChRIisr's Humiliation, 
ven. They extol the rectitude of their own actions 
and general deportment: they appeal to heaven in 
the words of the Phariſee, Lord, I thank thee I am 
not as other inen are, nor like this publican, Becauſe 
they abſtain from drunkenneſs and oppreſſion ; be- 
cauſe they neither curſe nor ſwear; and becauſe they 
are not as prophane as ſome others, they are puffed 
up with ſelf- conceit: or, they will do many duties, 
upon which they reſt, and whereof they are ready to 
boaſt with that ſame Phariſee who proclaimed his 
own merit; 1 faft, ſaid he, twice @ week, I give tythes 
of all I poſſeſs. If any duty be performed, or any 
be done by them, they are ready to truſt to 
3t—But eſpecially, if there be an inward work, a 
liberty or motion of the affection in prayer; ſome 
convictions ſharper at one time than another at 
hearing the word; or any fort of repenting and ſad- 
neſs for fin, &c. they ſtop here, thinking theſe will 
do their work. This is a ſtumbling block on which 
many profeſſors daſh and periſh ; becauſe they reſt 
on external duties. 

(3) To thoſe, who though they do not altogether 
neglect and deſpiſe CHRIST himſelf, deſpiſe and 
neglect his offering, as if they were minded to 
make uſe of himſelf, but not of his ſacrifice ; 
like him who came to CHRIsT and aſked him, 
what he ſhould do to inherit eternal life and yet 
wanted to get to heaven by his own righteoul- 
neſs.—This is exceeding deceitful; and therefore 
it requires the greater caution not to be deceived by 
it: for a man may come to CHRIST, as Gop, for 
pardon of ſin, and may intercede for pardon from 
him ; but not for his ſake, or on his account : for 
there is a great difference between making CHRIST 
the object of our worſhip, and making uſe of him 
as our mediator. Thus there are many who pray 


to CHRIST as Gop, and ſeek pardon of fin from 
him, who never pray to obtain pardon by virtue of 


his offering or ſacrifice, People may alſo deſire help 
| from 
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from CHRIS, to enable them to do duties, whereby 
to work out their own ſalvation, and to make peace 
with GoD, without endeavouring to make their 
peace with Gop by applying the offering and righ- 
teouſnefs of CHRIST : without which no prayers or 
offerings ean find admiſſion to the throne of divine 
grace; becauſe their expectations are founded upon 
will-worſhip and the works of the Law, and not 
upon the means of ſalvation eſtabliſhed by the Death 
of the Son of Gop made man. 

As it mult be ſatisfactory to know how to praCtiſe 
this great and neceſſary duty, we will examine into 
the evidences, which may give us ſome clear ideas, 
when we are making uſe of CHRIsST's righteouſneſs 
in a right way. 

Obſerve: They that truly make ufe of CHRISTr's of- 
fering hath not only been brought to ſee their neceflity 
to uſe it, but to diſcover their natural proneſs and 
readineſs to miſtake it, and to reſt upon other things, 
beſides CHR1sST's ſacrifice for the remiſſion of fins : 
whereas they who do not rightly make uſe of it, 
though they may ſee their fin, and ſo their need of 
it; yet they ſee not, neither will they acknowledge 
the tendency, proneneſs, and inclination of their hearts 
to reſt upon ſome other thing beſide it. —St. Paul, be- 
fore his converſion, ſtudied, as he thought, all the 
nighteouſneſs of the law, and, no doubt, offered 
ſacrifices, which implied an acknowledgement of fin; 
and was fo well fatished of having done all that was 
required of him, that he ſays, Touching the righteouſ- 
neſs of the law, I was blameleſs ; imagining that the 
more ſacrifices he offered, the more righteous he was, 
and that he had nothing more to do for the purchaſe 
of his peace with GoD ; tho” at the ſame time he 
ras ſeeing for the fountain in himſelf. Therefore, 
deing converted, he counts all theſe to be l; no 
longer leaning on his own works, or making them 
any ground of his peace with Gop, or of his juſtifica- 
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tion before him; and betakes himſelf, as all Chriſti. 
ans ought to do, only to CHRIsT's righteouſneſs. 
They that aim to make uſe of CHRIST's offering 
and righteouſneſs ; not only their fins will be an 
exerciſe to them, how to get over them to CHRISIA; 
but it will be their exerciſe alſo, how to get over 
their graces and duties to him. For, it is no fmall 
difficulty to perſuade nature, that has been buſy in 
well-doing ail day, that ſhe muſt account all thoſe 
doings but loſs in the evening: and that ſhe muſt 
renounce all boaſting of it, and of its merit toward; 
obtaining the peace of Gop. | | 
Such as are ſincere in the uſe of CHRIST's ſacti- oth 
fice will be exerciſed and diſquieted, when the duty 
is done, till there be, for acceptance, a ſtaying and 
reſting on the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. Then ane 


minds never reſt upon duties, they puſh forward to the 
perfection, till they ſhall be found in CHRIST, truſt- © 
ing not in their own, but in his righteouſneſs, the 
hey, that are ſincere in applying of CRRIST, 1 “. 
and his ſacrifice, are afraid of miſtaking this offer- 1 
ing of CHRIST ; and that ſome other thing be put CH 
in its ſtead, and that CHRIST ſhould be miſunder- cult 
ſtood or neglected. They will not only fear, leaſt fore 
they fin, and come ſhort in the ſuitable performance et 
of ſuch a duty, and leaſt they fall under wrath : but . 
there will be alſo fear and jealouſy, leaſt by unbe- latis 
lief and ſelfiſhneſs they ſhould go wrong in the apply- *. 
ing of CHRIST and of his ſacrifice. Such a one oi 
was the poor man, who pray'd to CHRIST, Lord, 1 2 
believe; help thou mine unbelief. eaſt] 
Another mark of fincerity in the application of bas, 
Cnxris'T's offering of himſelf is not only to ſee out- righ 
ſelves ſinners ; but to carry along with us the diſco- _ 
very of the depravity of every thing, that is beſt in e 
us. It is nothing to diſcover fin in ſome outward dee 
actions, and in that, which is directly contrary to 2 
Gop's law; but it is extraordinary difficult to find ee 


ou! 


it's Influence and Effects. 159 


out ſin in our very beſt things; ſuch as faith in 
God; love of him, and in our ends in holy duties. 
A legal man may readily confeſs, that he fins in 
| every thing: but he covers all with this, that his 
heart is right towards Gop, or that he is acting for 
a a good end. On the contrary, a true believer ſees 
all his good ſo faulty, that it is taſteleſs to him: he 
never has any thing to reſt on, or that he can truſt 
| to carry his burthen, till he lays hold on the ſacri- 


| fice of CHRIST. 


A farther evidence of the right uſe of CHRIST's. 


| offering and ſacrifice appears by the eſteem we have 
| for it: which makes us venture heaven and our 


eternal falvation upon it. CHRIST's ſtepping in 


and engaging to do that for ſinners, which neither 
| they themſelves, nor any other perſon, or thing 


could do, gives them freſh comfort and hopes; that 
they ſhall live by the faith of the ſon of GoD, who 
lrued them, and gave himſelf for them. 

Laſtly, To apply the ſacrifice and offering of 
CHRIST rightly, is a matter of the greateſt difh- 
culty, and requires much wreſtling in the ſpirit, be- 
fore we can truſt it aright. Many breath after it; and 
yet dont attain to that, which they would be at in 
it, They know not well how to apply it to their 
ſatisfaction, or how to fix and exercile their faith on 
it: and when it comes to actual believing, and to 
the acting of their faith, they find it to be like a 
ſmooth and ſlippery ſtone, on which they cannot 
ealily ſtand, The believer ſecs that there is ſuch 
nazard to go wrong, and that it is ſo difficult to be 
right, even to make the heart ſubmit to the way of 
taith, and to abide by it only, that he is content to 
tuffer the loſs of all things, if he may be right 
there; to count all things but dung, that he may win 
CHRIST, and that he may be found in him, Philip. iii. 
But the man that reſts on his own righteouſneſs, let 


what will be a difficulty to him, faith is no difficulty 
. to 
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to him. He may ſometimes doubt of his ſalvation; 
but he thinks that he is always increaſing his faith. 
Thus we may ſee and underſtand the neceſſity of 
making uſe of the ſacrifice of CHRIS for fin; and 
how warily and cautiouſly it ſhould be done, that 
we may ſteer a {trait courſe between groſs pro- 
phaneſs and preſumption, either of which will ruin 


and deſtroy the ſoul. 


AEN 


Lorp, Lamb of Gop, who didſt humble thy- 

ſelf in thy birth, in thy obedience to the law, 
in thy ſufferings, which thou felt in the infirmities 
of the fleſh, from the indignities of the world, the 
temptations of the devil, and the inward operations 
of the mind; and didft, at Jaſt, humble thyſelf to 
death, even the death of the croſs, to take away 
the fins of the world, triumphing over fin, ſatan, 
death, and the grave: I arraign and condemn my- 
ſelf as guilty of thy blood, and acceſſary to thy cruel 
death, by having ſo large a ſhare in that fin, which 
required ſo great an atonement as the ſacrifice of 
thy precious body and blood. But I believe that I 
ſhall, by the ſacrifice of thy life, be made whole 
and cleanſed from all fin and impurity, let it be 
ever ſo great. Grant, therefore, gracious Lord! that 
I may be numbered with thine elect, and triumph 
with thee over all temptations, and receive the be- 
nefit of thy ſufferings. And may that death of the 
Son of GoD, which reconciles enemies to their ma- 
ker, redeem me from the curſe, and make my peace, 
and revive my drooping foul, and warm my heart 
with love for my dying Lord, through whoſe me- 
diation and righteouineſs alone I have hope and aſ- 
ſurance of my mercy, pardon, and ſalvation from 
God the Father, Amen, 


C HAP- 
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th. C H A P. IV. 

y of 

and W Of the Deſigns and bleſſed Ex DS of CurisT's 
that Humiliation. 

ro- | > 

um r Tis not conceivable that CHRIST, who was 


the only begotten Son of Gon, would fo ſtu- 


pendouſly abaſe himſelf, by ſtooping from the boſom 
of his father, to the ſtate of the dead, if there had 
not been ſome excellent and glorious thing in his 
eye; the attainment whereof might give him a content 
and ſatisfaction equivalent to all. the ſorrows and 
abaſements he endured for it. Thus it was ex- 
preſſed by the prophet //atah, Fe fhall fee the travail 
ef his foul, and be ſatisfied : ſignifying that CHRIST 
would not ſhed his blood in vain, upon a hazard ; 
that his deſign ſhould not miſcarry; but that he 
ſhould — ſee the ends accompliſhed, for which 


he ſuffered, 
Let us therefore enquire into the-principal deſigns 


p facrihces under the old covenant, was done for ſome 
« conſiderable uſes or ends; ſo the precious blood of 
r the teſtator and ſurety of the new teſtament is ſhed 
1 for four weighty uſes or ends alſo. 

1 # 

(1) The typical blood was ſhed and applied to 
F deliver from danger ; for thus it is written, The blood 


” [ſprinkled upon the door-poſts of the Hebrews ] 
£ ſhall be to you for a teten upon the houſes where you are © 
4 and when ¶ ſee the blood, I will paſs over you + and the 
8 plague ſhall not be upon you to deſiroy you, when the 

n Lord Gop] ſmite the land of Egypt. 
2 The ſhedding of the blood of CHRIST was the 
a completion of this type: for it was ſhed to deli- 
ver his people from danger, even ſrom that —_— 

WIUC 


f and ends of CERIST's humiliation : and we ſhall 
# find that as the ſprinkling of blood in the legal 


> 
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which burns down to the pit of hell, as it is written 
by the apoſtle to the Tyheſſalonians, FESUs who delivered 
us from the wrath to come, 1 Epiſt. i. 10. A wrath, 
that ſhall certainly and inevitably come upon ſinners, 
As ſure as the night follows the day, as ſure as 
the winter follows the ſummer, ſo ſhall wrath fol- 
low fin, and the pleaſures thereof : a wrath that has 
no end, but ſhall ſtil} be coming when millions of 
ages and years ſhall be paſt, and gone. 

Such is the wrath to came, from which JEsus has 
delivered us by his death. For that was the price 
laid down for our redemption from the wrath of 
the terrible Gop. Much more then being juſtified by lis 
blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through bim; not 
through any neceſſity or force, but freely, fully, 
diſtinguiſhingly and wonderfully. 8 

Freely by his own voluntary interpoſition between 


the juſtice and wrath of God and ſinful man, and. 


by tis yoluntary taking upon himſelf the media- 
torial office, moved thereto by his own bowels of 
compaſſion which yearned over his elect in their mi- 
ſery, as a pious writer expreſſes it. Man had oftended 
and was ſubject to the eternal loſs of heaven, with- 
out being able to make an atonement for his ſin. 
CHRIST offers himſelf to redeem both loſt man and 
his inheritance : man to be his own inheritance, and 
heaven to be man's inheritance, See Eph. i. 10. 
compared with 1 Pet. j. 4. And this was done, 
when none made ſupplication to him.—No fighing 
of the priſoners came before him. He deſigned it 
for us before we had a being; and when the pur- 
poſes of his grace were come to their maturity, then 
did he freely lay out the infinite treaſures of his blood 
to purchaſe our deliverance from wrath. 

This deliverance was full, not a reprieve, but 
a ſalvation to as many as obey him, Heb. v. 9. Not 4 
mitigation. or abatement of the rigour or ſeverity 


of the ſentence paſſed upon man at his fall; 225 
reſcue 
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reſcue of his people fully from all degrees of wrath · 
So that there is no condemnation 10 them that are in 
CHRIST, Rom. viii. 1. All the wrath of Gop to 
the laſt drop was ſqueezed out into that bitter cup, 
which CHRIST drank upon the croſs. 
It was allo a ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing deliverance, 
not common to all, but peculiar to ſome. For, as 
St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, Ye ſee your calling, 
brethren, haw that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
nas Wl not many mighty, not many noble are called, &c. 1 Epiſt. 
icc Wi i. 20. 
of This ſalvation is likewiſe ſo wonderful, that it 
/is is not to be deſcribed in its full extent. Who can 
100 Wl fathom the wonder or myſtery of ſuch a project of 
ly, WW grace being contrived by an offended deity, who 
had power to puniſh the whole race of mankind 
en ¶ cverlaſtingly? How wonderfully does it appear that 
ne mis ſalvation was deſigned for man, and not for 
la- angels, who are by creation more excellent than 
of WW us! And what ſurpaſſeth all conception, is, that 
uche Son of God ſhould in his own. perſon, undertake 
ed this great and glorious deſign ; that he ſhould effect 
h- it in ſuch a way, by taking our nature, and ſuffer- 
n. ing the penalty of the law, and that then our ſal- 
nd vation ſhould be wrought, out, and our deliverance 
1d I finiſhed, when the Redeemer and his deſign appeared 
0, both to be loſt and periſhed. 


05 Therefore, if CHRIST by his death delivered us 
1g from the wrath to come, it muſt be moſt ungrateful 
it and diſingenuous for thoſe, who have obtained fo 
r- great and free a deliverance, to repine and grudge 
N at thoſe light afflicłions they ſuffer, for a moment, 
d on CHRIsST's account, in this world. Theſe ſuf- 

ferings are far ſhort of thoſe our Redeemer ſuffered 
ut lor our deliverance ; neither is there any thing we 
can ſuffer for CHRIST, in this world, comparable 
Ly to the wrath to came, which we could not have eſ- 


4 caped 
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caped had he not reſcued us from it by the price of 
his moſt precious blood. 

Compare the wrath of man to the wrath of that 
(on, who 7s a conſuming fire. Compare the ſuffer. 
ings of the body and mind here, to the tortures of a 
toul and body in hell; whoſe worm dieth not, and 
where the fire 1s not quenched. Compare time with 
eternity ; the troubles of a few years, to that wrath, 
which hath no end, and allows not a moment's in- 
termiffion, eaſe, or mitigation. And we ſhall ſoon 
underſtand that ſcripture, and take the advice of John 
the Baptiſt, who ſaid to the Phariſees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptiſm, O generation of vipers, whz 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come: Bring 
ferth, therefore, fruits meet for repentance. 

This awakens us with a deſire to know how far 
we can be aſſured of our own deliverance from the 
wrath to come. A doubt of this kind will imbitter 
any enjoyment in this world, There can be no 
ſatisfaction of mind poſſeſſed with ſuch a thought 
as this, What if I am reſerved for the wrath to come! 
This would be as the hand-writing upon the wal! 
in the midſt of Belteſbazzar's feaſt. Therefore 

Let us examine ourſelves : and if we find that 
Jesvs has delivered us from ſin, the cauſe of wrath, 
we may ſafely conclude that he has delivered us 
from the wrath of Gop, which is the effect and 
fruit of fin. The name of JEsus was impoſed on 
him, becauſe he was to ſave his people from their ns. 
A man is expoſed to wrath to come, ſo long as he 
lies under the dominion of ſin z and when he is 
delivered from the guilt and power. of fin, he is cer- 
tainly delivered from the danger of the wrath to 
come. Where fin is not imputed, wrath is not 
threatned, 

A ſoul, which ſets an ineſtimable value on JE- 
sus C4RIsT, and becomes endeared to him upon 


account of that inexpreſſible grace manifeſted in the 
re- 
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redemption, he has wrought for man, may hope 
# that ſhe hath a good ſhare in it, and is not far from 
the kingdom of God. | 
But to theſe tokens we muſt add this, namely, 
a diſpoſition and readineſs of mind to do, or to 
8 endure any thing for CHRIST's fake, upon the ac- 
count of this deliverance from the wrath to come: 
| we muff walk worthy of the Lord to all well-pleaſing, being 
| fruitful in every good work : and be ſtrengthened with 
| all night, according to his glorious power, unto all pa- 
| tience and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. | 

| (2) The typical blood was thed to make an 
* atonement between Gop and the people, as we 
read in Leviticus iv. 20. He ſhall do with the bullick, 
as he did with the bullock for a ſm-offering ; fo ſhall he 
db with this; and the prieft ſhall make an atonement for 
| them, and it ſhall be forgiven them. Where we learn 
that by the blood of the bullock, all whoſe efficacy 


= | ſtood in its relation near to the blood of CHRIST, 
"he ſignified and ſhadowed by it, the people, for whom 


it was ſhed, ſhould be reconciled to God, by the 
expiation and remiffion of their fins. And what 
| was thus figuratively performed was really deſigned 
and accompliſhed by JESUS CHRIST's ſacrifice of 
his own blood, as it is written, when we were enemes 


b, we Were reconciled to Gop by the death of his Son, who 
us f RO 
is thereby become the propitiation for our ſins, and 
nd . ; 
5 made a complete ſatis faction to Gop, for the wrong 
4 man had done to him. 
- Here we are taught that CHR1sST reconciles Gop 
i and man by his death; making ſatisfaction to the 
juſtice of 3 for our ſins. The chaſtiſement of our 
- 5 : 
x peace ; he being chaſtiſed to procure our fins by 
5 removal of our fins; we by his ſtripes are healed. 
And reparation being thus made, the enmity between 
1 Gop and man cealeth. 
1 This reconciliation is made firſt, by the oblation 


of CHRIST ; the free offering of himſelf, which was 
; the 
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the price, that procured it; and ſo we were virtuallyor 
meritoriouſly reconciled : ſecondly, by the applicatin 
of CHRIST and his benefits to us through faith: 
by which we are actually reconciled. Thirdly, 
by the virtual continuation of the ſacrifice of CHRIST 
in heaven, by his powerful and eternal interceſſun : 
and thus our ſtate of reconciliation is confirmed, 
and all future breaches prevented, wherefore al 
depends upon the death of CHRIST. For had not 
CHRIST died, his death could never be applied to 
us, nor pleaded for us in heaven. 

If we enquire why this reconciliation was made 
by the death of CHRIST, rather than any other 


way; it is anſwered, becauſe there was no other th: 
way for it to be done: and if Gop could have * 
reconciled us, as much, by any other way; yet he the 
could not have obliged us ſo much by doing it in WM a 
any other way, as he hath by doing it in this way. ing 
It is certain, that none but he, who was Gor ma- of 
nifeſt in our fleſh could offer a ſacrifice of ſufficient one 
value to make Go amends for the wrong done him pur 


by one fin, much Jeſs for the ſins of the whole his 
world. Nor can it be conceived how Gon, who ſou! 
had peremptorily threatened death for fin, could re- ¶ hav 
admit us into favour without full ſatisfaction. Had and 
he inclined to mercy, his juſtice would have kept ¶ gos 
him from it. Otherwiſe his juſtice muſt have been all 1 
eclipſed, whilſt his mercy ſhined. But allow that ] 
infinite wiſdom might have found out another sus 
means of reconciling us; yet that means could not WF firm 
be ſo obligatory, as this way of reconciliation by IM 1 


the death of his own Son. be x 

This reconciliation, however will not be eftec- whic 
tual for the good ends propoſed, unleſs we compiy WM EA, 
with certain articles and conditions; upon the per- Peace 
formance whereof, and not before, it actually becomes ¶ and 
ours, and without which, the breach between dd once 


and 
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and Gop continues: notwithſtanding all that CHRIS 
hath done and ſuffered, | Og 

Theſe articles and conditions are Repentance and 
Faith, In the firſt we lay down arms againſt Gop 
before. he admits us into a ſtate of peace and fa- 
vour; in the other we accept CHRIST and pardon 
through him, with a thankful heart, yielding ourſelves 
up to his government. Let the wicked forſake his 
way, and the untighteous mam his thoughts ; and let him 
turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him; and 15 
our Gon for he will abundantly pardom. For, being 
juſtified by faith we have peace with Go). 

It ill becomes the ideas we have of God to think 
that he, the holy one, that inhabiteth eternity, 
could ever acknowledge, as a favourite and friend, 
the man that goes on perverſly and impenitently in the 
way of fin; not ſo much as owning, or once bewail- 
ing the wrong he hath done him, with full purpoſe 
of amendment ; or that he could receive into amity 
one that flights and rejects the Lord Jesus, who 
purchaſed pardon and peace for ſinners by ſhedding 
his own precious blood. —But if there be any poor 
ſoul that ſaith in his heart, It repents me that TI 
have ſinned, and done evil in the fight of Gap ; 
and is ſincerely willing to come to CHRIST upon 
goſpel-terms, he ſhall have that peace, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding. 

This peace is the reconciliation procured by Je- 
5s CHRIST for broken-hearted believers. It is 
firm and not to be moved : mountains may depart, and 
hills be removed, but the covenant of this peace cannot 
be removed. Iſai. liv. 10. It is the fountain out of 
which all our comforts low; according to that of 
Elphaz to Job, Aequaint thyſelf with him, and be at 
peace, thereby good ſhall come unto thee. All ſpiritual 
and temporal mercies flow into our boſoms, when 
once we are reconciled to GoD. 4 

C 
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| 'We may collect ſeyeral uſeful improvements fron 
this doctrine. The extraordinary means of recon. 
ciliation ſhould give us a true ſenſe of the horrible 
evil of fin, and of the dreadful breach made between 

man and his maker, which re uired the death of 
Gop the Son to make it up. It ſhould alſo con. 
vince us of the ſad Rate of thoſe, who are not com. N e, 
prized in the articles of peace with GoD. For if WW N. 
Gop be a man's enemy, it will avail him nothing lat 
to be ſupported by all the world. See Deut. xxxi, un 
40, 41, 42. He cannot be eſcaped; P/. cxxxix. che 
10. and he lives for ever to avenge himſelf upon his it! 
enemies. * 
Therefore, if we believe that Cn died to re. Cx 
coneile ys to Gop, let us be diligent to clear y ba. 
in our own ſouls our intereſt in this reconciliation 
If Cuxisr thought it worth his blood to purchaſ: W ng 
it; it is worth our care and pains to clear it upto Ml bot. 
our ſouls; to be cautious not to make new breaches, Ml wat 
and to ſay unto Gop, ſeeing thou haſt given ſuch Ml $11 


a deliverance as this, we will keep thy commani-WF F 
ments. He that makes not peace with Gop is , poll 
enemy to his own ſoul. no « 


'{3) The blood of the ſacrifices under the //a: WM here 
diſpenſation, was intended to purify perſons fronM of. 
ceremonial pollutions; as we learn from Leuit. xiv. WW wg 
6, 7. where it is directed, that he hall dip the cit WM Got 
wood, and fearlet, and Vp, with the living bird, i ¶ bloo 
the blood of the bird that was killed over the running-wat:r, ¶ {ide 


and he'ſhall ſprinkle upon him, that is to be cleanſed fri (4 
the leproſy, ſeven times; and ſhall pronounce him lea the | 
and ſhall let the living bird looſe in the open field. prin 
Here we learn that the blood of CHRISTH was ſh 3447 
for the ſanclification of his people. As the typica uu, « 
blood was ſhed to purify them that were unclea, , 
ſo was the blood of CHRIST ſhed to purge away the died 
fins of his people: CHRIST gave himſelf for the church be, ; 
I. e. 


0 


that be might ſan&ify and cleanſe it. Which doctrine 
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of the Apoſtle to the Epheſians is conformable to what 
Car1sT himſelf had told us, For their fakes I ſanctisi 
myſelf [conſecrate or devote myſelf to death] that 
they alſo might be ſan#ified through the truth. John xvii. 
19. But here it is proper to obſerve for the better 
underſtanding of this text, that there is a two-fold 
evil in fin, the guilt of it, and the pollution of it. 
Now juſtification cures the former, ſanctification the 
latter; yet both juſtification and ſanctification flow 
unto ſinners out of the death of CHRIST. For, 
though it is proper to ſay, the Spirit ſanctifies; yet 
it is certain, it was the blood of CHRISr, that pro- 
cured for us the ſpirit of ſanctification. Had not 
CHRIST died and aſcended into heaven, there would 

have been no Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify us. 
Therefore the Spirit is ſaid. to come in his name, 
and to tahe of his, and fhew it unto us. And he came 
both by blood and water, 1 John v. 6. By blood, to 
waſh away the guilt: by water to purify from the 
alth of fn. pad '2 | 
From the premiſes we may collect the enormous 
pollution of ſin; which could be cleanſed away by 
no other means, than the blood of CURIST. And 
here alſo we are aſtoniſned with the unbounded love 
of our Saviour, who ſo loved his people, that he 
waſhed them from fin in his own blood, the blood of 
Gop; not with a little quantity, but with all his 
blood, even to the laſt drop, that was let out of his 
ide by a ſpear. | ; 
(4) With blood alſo the covenant of Gon, with 
the people was ratified, MosEs took the blood and 
ſprinkled it on the people, and ſaid, Behold the 
bled of the covenant, which the Lord hath made with 
Jou, concerning all theſe words, Exod. xxiv. 8. Even 
lo CHRIST died to ſanctify his people: he alſo 
died to confirm the new covenant. This, ſays 
he, is the new teſtament in my blood, Matt. xxvi. 28. 
le, ratified and confirmed by my blood. 0? 
I Where 
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| Where a teſtament is, there muſt alſo of neceſſity 
)o that 


be the death of the teſtator, Heb. ix. 16. 
now all the benefits and bleſſings, bequeathed to 
believers in the laſt will and teſtament of CHRIST, 
are ſufficiently and effectually confirmed and ſecured 
to them by his death, freely and voluntarily ſuf- 
fered by him for our ſakes. 
Buy this he giveth us all temporal good things 
(Matt.»vi. 33.) their comfort and blefling, though 
not the poſſeſſion of much. See 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
By this he giveth all ſpiritual good things; as Ke. 
miſſion of ſins and acceptation with Gop, which 
are contained in juſtification; Rem. iii. 24, &c, 
Santtification of nature, 1 Cir. i. 30. Adoption into 
the family of Gop, Gal. iii. 26. The miniſtry of 
Angels, eb. i. 14. and intereſt in all the promiſes, 
2 Pet. 1. 4. | | 

All eternal good things, ſuch as heaven, glory, 
and life eternal. See Rom. viii. 10, 11. Such are 
the real bleſſings and benefits bequeathed, con- 
veyed, ratified, and confirmed to believers by the 
death of CHRIST. | 

Then remember that CHRIST died not only 
principally to confirm the teſtament by his blood, 
as witneſs to the truth of thoſe things ; but his 
death ratified it, as the death of a teſtator, which 
makes the New Teflament in his blood irrevocable. 
Remember alſo, that the executorſhip of this will 
and teſtament is not committed to the truſt and 
performance of any perſon ; but as CHRIST died 
to put it in force, ſo he lives again to be the ex- 
ecutor of his own will; and therefore we are in— 
formed in Rev. i. 18. that all power to fulfill his 
will is in his own hands. 

If we believe that ChRISTH died to confirm the 
new teſtament, in which ſuch bleſſings and benefits 
bequeathed to believers, we are certainly concerned 


to prove the will of our crucified Jegus, ſo fat 
as 


25 to clear our title to the mercies contained in this 


| blefſed teſtament, by examining, Whether we are 


eſpouſed to CHRIST ? whether we have forſaken 
all for him ? whether we are ready to take up his 
croſs and follow him in meekneſs, patience, and 


| long-ſuffering ? whether we are faithful to him, as 


our king, and obedient to him as our head and 
huſband ? If we can anſwer in the affirmative to 
theſe particulars, then we may be confident that we 
are intereſted, as covenant-relations, in the bene- 


fits and bleſſings of CHRIST's laſt will and teſta- 


ment.—Again : are we his ſpiritual ſeed, or his 
children by regeneration, and born of the ſpirit ? 
Do we endeavour to. imitate CHRIST in holineſs ? 
Do we find a reverential fear of CHRISTH carrying 
us to obey him in all things? are we led by the 
ſpirit of CHRIST ? then we are the ſous of Gon, 
Rom. viii. 14. And have we the ſpirit of Adopticn 
enabling us to cry Abba, Father? i. e. helping us 
in a gracious manner, with reverence mixed with 
filial confidence, to open our hearts ſpiritually to 
our Father on all occaſions ? if ſo, we are children; 
and if children, we are heirs to thoſe rich legacies 
dequeathed in his laſt will and teſtament. 

Here the love of CHRIS demands our greateſt 
admiration. A love] which has entailed upon be- 
lievers ſuch an inheritance, that no man can take 
from us, and will make us happy both in this 
world and in the next. Theſe are the mercies, with 
which his love has been pregnant from all eternity, 
and were brought forth by his death and paſſion. 
Before this love let all the ſaints fall down aftoniſhed, 
humbly profefling that they owe themſelves and all 
they enjoy, or ſhall be worth, to this eternal love 
of our Saviour. And let us take care that we de- 
part not from the truth ; but walk as becomes per- 
lons, for whom CHRrIsT has vouchſafed to do ſuch 
great things; comforting ourſelves with our ſpiri- 
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tual privileges, under affliction and adverſity, and 
rejoicing that we are found worthy to ſuffer with 
him, whilſt the children of this world are given 
up to the luſts of the fleſh, to the luſt of the eyes, 


and to the pride of life. | 


THE PRAYER. 


| Lmighty and everlaſting Gop, who of thy 

tender mercy towards mankind haſt ſent thy 
Son JtsUs CHRIST to take upon him the nature of 
men, and to ſuffer death upon the croſs, that 4 
mankind ſhould follow the example of his great 
humility : mercifully grant that I may follow the 
example of his patience, and that as“ I am bap- 
tized into his death; ſo by continually mortifying 
my corrupt affections, I may be buried with him, 
and through the grave and gate of death I may 
paſs to a joyful reſurrection, for his merits who 
died and was buried, and roſe again for me and 
all mankind, the ſame thy Son JESus CHRIST 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


CHAP. V. 


Of CrRIsT's Exaltation. I. Of his Re- 
ſurrection. II. Of his Aſcenſion. III. Of 
his Seat in Heaven. IV. Of his coming 
to Judgment. 


Hough it was neceſſary for our ſalvation that 

| CHRIsT ſhould thus be humbled; yet that 
great work could not be complete without his Ex- 
altation, For, as it was not enough for the ſa- 


crifice to be ſlain withaut, and his blood left there; 
but, 


ith 


en 
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but, after it was ſhed without, it muſt be carried 
within the veil, into the holy of holies, before the 
Lord: fo it was not ſufficient for CHRIsT to ſhed 


| his blood on earth, except he ſhould carry it into 


heaven before the Lord, and there, as our complete 
and per fact prieſt, perform his interceſſion for us. 
This exa/tation was alſo required for the glory 


of God the Father; as it is written— CHRIST JE- 


sus being in the form of GoD thought it no robbery to 
be egual with GOD : but made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made 
in likeneſs of men : and being found in faſbion as a man, 
he humbled himſelf and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs. Wherefore GoD hath alfa 
highly exalted him and given him a name, which is above 
every name : that at the name of JESUs every knee ſhould 
bew, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth, and that every tongue ſhould 1 
that JIEsus CHRIST ig the Lord, to the glory of Gon 
the Father, Philip. ii. 5, &c. | 

As the divine nature of JEsUs CHRIST could 
not receive any advancement; for the Son of Gop 
never ceaſed to be the moſt High. So this ſingular 
exaltation reſpects only his human nature; and was 
done to him, as a common perſon, and as the head, 
and repreſentative, of all believers in this, as well 
as in all his other works: Gop therein ſhewing, 
what, in due time, he intends to do with the per- 
ſons of his elect, after they have travelled with 
CHRIST through the croſſes of this world. | 

Whatever the almighty Father intended to do ix 
vs, and for us, he hath done it 1 the perſon of 
Jesus CHRIST our repreſentative, all which may 
be clearly ſeen in the ſcriptures, where the re/urrec- 
tion, aſcenſion, ſefſim of CHRIST at the right hand 
of Gop the Father, and his returning to judge the 
world, are particularly revealed. 
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He aroſe from the dead as a common perſon; 
that we ſhould have communion and fellowſhip 
with him in his Reſurrection. Calaſ. iii. 1. 

Ne aſcended into heaven, as a common perſon; 
Eph. ii. 6, And fits at the right hand of Gop the 
Father as a common perſon, ibid. but as our re- 
preſentative. When he ſhall come again to judge 
the world, the ſaints alſo ſhall come with him, Zech. 
Ki. 6. 

SECTION I. 


FinsT, then, we will treat of CHRIST 's Re- 
ſurrection. The firſt intelligence of this part of the 
work of our redemption was publiſhed by the angel, 
who ſo frightened the ſoldiers, that they became as 
dead men ; rolled away the ſtone, which cloſed the 
fepulchre of IEsus crucified, and was the heavenly 
herald that proclaimed his reſurrection to the wo- 
men, whoſe love of CHRisT had drawn them to 
viſit the place of his burial. The angel perceiving 
the deſpondency of the pious women encouraged 
them immediately with this declaration, Fe is net 
here; for he is riſen, as he ſaid: come ſee the plac 
where the Lord lay. 

In which ſcripture we are taught That the Lord 
% JESUS CHRISTH, by the almighty power of his 
©« own Godhead, revived and roſe from the dead, 
« to the terror and confufion of his enemies, and 
« to the unſpeakable conſolation and joy of be- 
. 

The fact is proved by many infallible evidences, 
As i. 3. You have read the teſtimony of the angel 
from heaven, who told the two Maries that he i 
riſen ; and we canrot doubt of the veracity of ſuch 

an evidence. And as for the teſtimonies of men, 
wie have many; of ſome who were eye-witnellc 
of this truth, to whom J=sus ſhewed himſelf alive, 
for the ſpace of forty days, after his reſurrection, 


by nine ſolemn apparitions to them, Sometimes five 
hundred 
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hundred brethren ſaw him at once, 1 Cor. xv. 6- 
And theſe were men eſteemed for their veracity 
and holineſs; who durſt not deceive, and who con- 
firmed their teſtimony with their own blood, 

If it were not fo, then fhould chriſtians, of all 
men, be moſt miſerable ; the goſpel would be vain 
our hopes of a bleſſed immortality would be vain 
alſo: for on this truth hangs the whole weight of 
our faith, hope, and ſalvation. If this were not ſo the 
holy and divine inſpired writers would be found falſe 
witneſſes, and we all had remained zz our ſins, and 
muſt have periſhed everlaſtingly. See 1 Cor. xv. 
14—17. For as the price of our redemption was not 
completely and fully paid till CHRISH had roſe from 
the dead ; ſo our juſtification is truly aſcribed to 
his reſurrection, Kam. iv. 25. Therefore had 
Car1sT continued always in the ſtate of the dead, 
he could not have completely ſatisfiæd; and all the 
types and predictions of his reſurrection would have 
deen inſignificant and ſuſpected. 

Beſides, had not CHRIST riſen from the dead, 
he could not have poſſeſſed that glory, which was 
promiſed him before the world was, on account of 
his death and ſufferings, and which he now en- 
joys. Fer to this end CHRIST died and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and living, 
(Rom. xiv. 19.) to apply moſt effectually the be- 
nefits and virtues of his blood to us; which could 
not have been done, but in this ſtate of dominion 
and glorious advancement. 

Having, therefore, no doubt of the truth of this 
divine myflery, let us improve this ſaith by en- 
quiring into the nature and manner af CHRIsT's 
reſurrection. 

He roſe with awful majeſty : Beheld, at the time 
CHRIST quitted the grave, there was a great earth- 
quake ; for the angel of the Lord deſcended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the ſione from the dior, and ſat 


won it. His countenance was life lightening, and his 
I 4 aiment 
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raiment as White as ſnow : and for fear of him the key. 
ers did ſhake, and became as dead men. Thus JE:vs, 
who had been uſed with ſo much ſcorn, contempt 
and ignominy by his enemies triumphed over death 
and the grave, and marched out with a pomp and 
majeity becoming ſo great a conqueror. 

This triumph was alſo decorated with the reſur— 
rection of many ſaints; of whom the ſcripture ſpeaks 
in theſe words, The graves were opened, and many bo- 
dies of the ſaints, which ſlept, aroſe, and came out of the 
graves, after his reſurreclion, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many, Mat. xxvil. 52, 53. In 
which act of Gop's power we ſee not only the 
ornaments of CHRIST's triumph in his reſurrection 
from the dead ; but we have a ſample of our own 
reſurrection at the laſt day. 

We muſt likewiſe obſerve, that it was by the 
power of his own Godhead, that CHR1sT quickened 
and raiſed himſelf; and that it was by virtue of 
his reſurrection, that they, who accompanied him 
trom their reſpeCtive graves, were raiſed up. 

The angel did only proclaim this ſtupendous 
action by rolling away the ſtone, &c. CHRIST re- 
fumed his own life, according as he had foretold. 
J lay dnun my life, that I may take it again, John x. 
18, So where we read, that he was put to death in 
the fleſh and quickened by the ſpirit, we are to 
underſtand this {pirit to be his godhead or divine na- 
ture, by Which, and not the third perſon in the 
Trinity, he alfo offered himſelf up to Gop, when 
he died, Hel. ix. 14. compared with 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
otherwiſe it could not be ſaid to be his own act. 

Cuxlsr thus became the fir/t-born from the dead, 
ColoT. i. 18. It is true, that Lazarus and others 
had been raiſed from the dead. But they were all 
. raiſed not by their own power, but by CHRIST, 
who is the reſurrection and the life. Beſides, all 


thoſe teſtimonies of ChRISTT's power died again _ 
the 
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the courſe of nature; but CHRIST dieth no more, 


| lath hath no more dominion over him. He was the 


firſt, who by his own power opened the womb of 


| the earth; the firſt-born from the dead, that in all 


things he might have the pre-eminence, 

He alſo roſe as a common perſon, became the 
firſt fruits of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. repre- 
ſenting and comprehending all the ele& or children 
of the reſurrection, Eph. ii. 6. where we are ſaid to 
be riſen with, or in him. As in Adam, our com- 
mon father, all die, as the branches die in the death 
of the root, ſo in CHRIST, our common Saviour, 
we ſhall all be made alive, or raiſed from death; be- 
cauſe he is the head, root and repreſentative of all 
his elect feed. | 

Hence we learn that this reſurrection of CHRIS 
had theſe happy influences upon the reſurrection of 
the ſaints. 1 

It is the meritorious cauſe of the ſaint's reſurrec- 
tion, becauſe it completes his ſatisfaction and finiſhes 
his payment. So that our juftification is properly 
aſſigned to it. By this reſurrection the bond 
was cancelled and an acquittance received, And 
had this not been done we had ſtill been in 
our fins, and our guilt had been till a bar to our 
happy reſurrection. Whereas, the price being paid 
in CHyRisT's death, which payment was finiſhed 
when he roſe again ; and the diſcharge then re- 
ceived for us, there is nothing lies in bar againſt 
our reſurrection to eternal life, when he ſhall come 
to judge the quick and the dead, 

I is likewiſe the efficzent cauſe of our reſurrection. 
When the time ſhall come for the general reſurrec- 
tion of the dead, the ſaints ſhall be raiſed out of the 
duſt by CHRIST their head, becauſe our /ife is hid 
with CHRISTH in GoD, Colaſſ. iii. 3.—- Again ; IF 
CHRIST be in you, ſaith the apoſtle to the Romans, 
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the body indeed is dead becauſe of fm ; but the ſpirit is 
life, becauſe of righteouſneſs: i. e. Though we are 
really united to CHRIST by the "ſpirit, yet our bo- 
dies muſt die, as well as other mens; but our fouls, 
that depart in the faith, ſhall be preſently, upon 
our diſſolution, ſwallowed up in life. But if the 
ſpirit of him, that raiſed up IE ss from the dead, dwell in 
ve; be that raiſed up CHRIST Hum the dead, ſhall 
alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his ſpirit that dwelltth 
in you : or though our bodies muſt die, according 
to the lav of nature, yet they ſhall live again in 
the reſurrection, by virtue of the ſpirit of CHRIST, 
which dwelleth in believers, and is the bond of our 
myſtical union with him our head. For the ſaints 
are not to be raiſed, as others are, by a mere word 
of power, but by the ſpirit of life dwelling in 
CHRIST their head. 

Here alſo we find a ſample of our reſurrection. 
The reſurrection of CHRIST requires imitation and 
conformity. He fhall change our vile body, that it may 
be faſhioned lite unto his glorious body. For, as CHR1sT's 
body was raiſed ſubſtantially and numerically the 
ſame, ſo will ours. His body was raiſed firſt, fo 
will ours, that die in the Lord, be raiſed before the 
reſt of the dead. His human body was wonderfully 
improved and exalted by the reſurrection, ſo will 
ours. His body was raiſed to be glorified, fo will 
ours. This corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 
this mortal muſt put on immortality ; and the dead in 
CHRIS foal! riſe frſt. The bodies, which have 
been ſown in weakneſs and diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in 
ferength and glory; and thoſe, which have been ſown 
natural bodies, ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual bodies; i. e. with- 
out ſpot, blemiſh, and any natural neceſſities. 

The members that are now deformed or defec- 
tive will, in that day, be reſtored to their perfect 
being and beauty. And what will be the greateſt 

per- 
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perfection of all, they, from thenceforth ſhall be 


free from the law of mortality; they can die no more. 


| See Luke xx. 35, 36. 


In fine, as CHRIST's body was raiſed from the 
dead to be glorified and crowned with honour, ſo- 
ſhall the bodies of the ſaints be raiſed to partake 
of his glory, and to reign with him in eternal joy 
and gladneſs of heart. For in the morning of that 
day it will be ſaid to them, Ariſe, and ſing, ye that 
dwell in the duſt, Iſai. xxvi. 19. 

The reunion of the ſoul and body will be attended 
with extreme joy, if we may judge from that af- 
ſection there is now between them in their earthly 
ſtate. The ſympathy of the foul with the body, its 
care of it, and unwillingneſs to be ſeparate from 
it, give us ſenſible ideas of the pleaſure they will 
feel at their reunion, and perſuade us that the 
foul cannot account itſelf completely happy, till its 
old dear companion and partner be reſtored to it. 
Therefore when this ſhall be effected, it will be a 
moſt comfortable meeting ; eſpecially if we con- 
der that they meet each other in a more perfect 
temper and ſtate, than it was poſſible for them to 
enjoy upon earth. For the body is become ſpiritual, 
improved with the moſt amiable and deſirable en- 
dowments, clear of all earthy faculties and bur- 
thens. "The foul, on its part comes down immedi- 
ately from GoD out of heaven, ſhining in its ho- 
lineſs and glory, to enable the body to meet the Lord 
in the clouds, and even to be with the Lord, to re- 
ceive a full reward according to its deeds in the 
fleth, in the ſervice it has performed to Gon in 
this world, 

In ſuch a view of our Saviour's reſurrection, we 
learn, That death is fairly overcome, and ſwal- 


lowed up in victory. Had not CHRIST triumphed: 


thus over death, he could not have eſcaped out of 
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the priſon of the grave. — Death defies all the race 
of Adam; in Adam we all die: in CHRIsT we arc 
all made alive. None but CHRIsT could combate 
this king of terrors, and conquer. He by the gate 
of death entered in the very den of this dragon, 
fought with it and conquered it in the grave, its 
own territories and dominions ; and performing this 
for us, and in our names riſing as our repreſenta- 
tive, every Chriſtian may now triumph over death 
and the grave, as a vanquiſhed enemy; as appears 
in that beautiful and ſoul-comforting apoſtrophe, 
O death! where is thy ſfing ? O grave / where is ily 
victory? thanks be to GOD, who hath given us the vic- 
tory through our Lord JESUs CHRIST, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 
A victory, which is made certain by the reſurrec- 
tion of CHRIST, virtually for us as our head; 
though not fully complete and general till it be ut- 
terly vanquiſhed and deſtroyed at the reſurrection 
of believers. —So that, till then, it will exerciſe 
ſome little power over, or keep the bodies of the 
ſaints, as well as of unbelievers, in the grave and 
in a ſtate of ſeparation from their ſouls ; in which 
reſpe& death is called e laſt enemy, that is to be d- 
fireyed, 1 Cor. xv. 26. But in that day of reunion 
of the ſoul and body, wi! be brought to paſs the ſaying 
that is written, death is fuwallowed up in victory. 

Therefore our faith teacheth that hen, and not 
till then, that conqueſt will be fully completed in 
our perſons for ever; though it be already com- 
pleted in CHRIST's. 

Here we diſcover the duty and wiſdom of the 
people of Gop to keep their bodies in ſubjection; 
to adorn them with good works; to preſerve them 
ſpotleſs from the world, and to train them up in the 
ſervice of (30D. 

We are taught to paſſeſ aur bodies in ſandtification and 


honour, and not ta let thoſe eyes to be now defiled with fin, 


by which we ſhall fee GOD ; nor our ears to be inlets 
| (0 
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to vanity, with which we ſhall hear the halelujahs 


of the heavenly choir. In a word, we mult pre- 


{ ſerve our bodies from thoſe fins, which delle it, 
| (1 Cor. vi. 18.) if we hope to pleaſe Gop, for our 
| bodies are intended to be the temples of Gcp; 


and the apoſtle aſſures us, that F any man defile the 
temple of GoD, him will GoD deſtroy, 1 Cor. iii. 17. 
Therefore, beware that no affection for the body 


| draw the foul into temptation, and bring it under 


the power of ſin. Yet, how many precious fouls 
perith eternally for yielding to the momentary gra- 
tification of their bodies. Let us rather imitate the 
holy reſolution of thoſe worthies, who accepted not de- 
Iverance, that they might obtain a better reſurrection, 
Heb. xi. 35. They held faſt by faith, and choſe 
death, reproach, poverty, and pain for the ſake of 
God; rather than life, honour, riches, and pleaſure, 
which would bring them under the dominion of 1in. 
—They would not expoſe their fouls, to ſecure and 
gratify their bodies. | 

Again; if CHRIST be riſen from the dead, in 
the character of a repreſentative of all, that truly 
come unto him, we are all concerned to ſecure to 
ourſelves an intereſt in CHRIST, and conſequently 
in this bleſſed reſurrection. —Take away the hope 
of this reſurrection and we can find no conſolation 
in our travels through the temptations and ſufferings 
of this life. It is this certain hope that enables us 
to bear the burthens of life, and which ſupports us 
in the agonies of death. 

To be ſure of this great concern, we muſt be 
regenerate, brought forth in a new nature to Gop ; 
for it is written, and we mult believe, that we are 
begotten again to a lively hope by the reſurrection of JESUS 
CHRIsT from the dead. CHRIST's reſurrection is the 
ground work of our hope; and the new birth is our 
title or evidence of our intereſt in it. So that till 
our ſouls become partakers of the ſpiritual reſurrec- 

; tion 
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tion from the death of ſin, we can entertain no af- 
ſurance that our bodics ſhall be partakers of that 
lefled reſurrection to life. Bleſſed and holy, ſaith 
the Spirit, is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrefim, 
on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power, Rev. xx. 6. 
—Unregenerate ſouls cannot expect a comfortable 
reunion with their bodies. They ſhall riſe at the 
ſound of the angelic trumpet ; but not to the ſame 
end, nor by the principle, as the ſaints ſhall riſe. 
They to whom the ſpirit is now a principle of ſane- 
tification, to them he will be a principle of a joyful 
reſurrection. 

For, thus it is alſo written, F we have been planted 
together in the hkeneſs of CBRIST's death, we ſhall bs 
alſo planted together in the likeneſs of his reſurrection. 
If we be dead with CHRIsT, we ſhall live again 
by the life of CHRIST: which is as much as to ſay, 
If the power or mortifying influence of CHrrsT's 
death hath been upon our hearts, killing their luſts, 
deſtroying their affections, and ſuppreſſing their pal- 
fions and appetites to the creature, then the power 
of his life or reſurrection ſhall come, (like animat- 
ing dew) upon our dead withered bodies, to revive 
and raiſe them up to live with him in glory. 

If our hearts and affections be now with CHRIST 
in heaven, our bodies, in due time, ſhall be there 
alſo, and conformed to his glorious body. Vor ow 
converſation, ſaith the apoſtle, is in heaven, from whence 
we hook for the Saviour, the Lord IEsus CHRIST, who 
ſhall change cur vile body, that it may be faſhioned lile 
unto his glorious body. | 

And we have this promiſe, that our labour ſhall 
not be in vain, if we /rive by any means to attain the 
reſurrection of the dead, Philip. iii. 11. If we have 
Ame good in the world, we have this hope and ex- 

ectation, that we ſhall come forth of the grave 
unto the reſurrection of life, John v. 29. Therefore 


attend to the apoſtolic exhortation, my- beloved bret% 
; Tells 
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ren, be ye [es aft, unmoveable, always abounding in the 


dat WF work of the Lord, foraſmuch, as you know that your la- 
ith WF bour is not in vain in the Lord. 

on, 

by THE PRAYER. 

he Lmighty Go, who through thine only begot- 
ne ten Son JtsUs CHRIST haſt overcome death 
le. and opened unto man the gate of everlaſting life; 
UG ] moſt humbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial 
ful grace preventing me, thou doſt put into my mind 


| good defires ; ſo by thy continual help I may bring 
tel W the ſame to good effect, through JESUS CHRTSTH, 
be who with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reign- 


an. eth ever one Gop, world without end, Amen. 

un 

wy 

0 SECTION . 

ts, 

l Of the Aſcenſion of CHRIS r. 

er 

14 HIS is the ſecond ſtep of his exaltation. 

ve He aſcended into heaven, that there, at the right 
hand of Gop the Father, he might diſpatch all, 

51 that remained to be done for the completing of 

re the ſalvation of his people. 

1 This part of CarisT's exaltation is fully and 

nct faithfully related by the evangeliſts : and the apoſtle 

bo to the Epheſians informs us particularly, as an un- 

ke doubted truth, and a fundamental article of our 


faith, that he who deſcended is the fame alſo that aſ- 


all cended far above all heavens. 


the In which ſcripture we learn that the perſon, who 
ve thus aſcended into heaven, is CHRIST, who, by tak- 
X- ing the manhood into Gop, carried his humanity 
ve up to the Father, from whom his divine nature 
re came forth into the world, for the work of our re- 


> IU {cmption. (See John xvi. 28.) For, as Gop, he 
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is ſpiritually with us, even to the end of the world: 
but as man, the heavens muſt contain him till the reſ- 
titution of all things, Acts lll. 21. 


This aſcenſion, CHRIST had called it a leaving of 


the world, John xvi. 28. and, to preſerve the unity 
in all his actions for our redemption, it took place 
from the mount Olivet near to Feruſalem. From the 
very ſpot, where he began his laſt ſorrowful tragedy, 
he aſcended above ail heavens, as the apoſtle words it, 
above the firmament and the heavens, which we 
ſee, and are made for the uſe of the ſublunary world, 
into the moſt holy place, win the veil, into his 
father's houſe, John xiv. 2. to the very place Where 
he'was before, John vi. 62. even to the place of hap- 
pineſs and the throne of Gop, which is the boſom 
of the father, from whence he had deſcended to take 
vpon him the work of our redemption. 

CHRIST had it in his power to aſcend up into 
heaven, as ſoon as he was riſen from the dead; 
but he, who roſe again for our juſtification, choſe 
to continue upon earth for the ſpace of for days, 
that he might effectually confirm the reality of his 
reſurrection, and ſpeak of the things that pertain t9 the 
kingdom of GO p, or to ſettle all things for the 
good of his church. In this time he gave charge 
to the apoitles concerning the diſcipline and order 
of his houſe or kingdom: becauſe he intended that 
their acts ſhould be rules to future churches, 

The time for his aſcending being come, this 
ſame JzsUs CHRIST aſcended, not purely to re- 
aſſume his own primitive glory, but alſo as a pub- 
lic perſon, as a fore-runner, in our names, and 
upon our account, See Heb. vi. 20. For he went 
upon our buſineſs to GoD, as he had faid, 1 z 
before to prepare a place for you, (John xiv. 2.) or to 
take poſſeſſion of heaven in our names; all that 
ever entered heaven before him, having attained 


that happy place in his name and through the vir 
tue 
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tue of his merits; he was the firſt that entered hea- 
yen directly, immediately, in his own name and 
upon his own account. a 


He alſo aſcended in a triumphant manner, as Da- 
xc] had thus foretold. Behvld one like the San of Man 


ty ee 1th the clouds of heaven, and came to the ancient 
acc WW: days, and they brought him near before him. And there 
the a given him deminicn and glory, and a kingdom, that 
dy, all people, nations, and languages ſhould ſerve him. Thus 
it; the author of the 4s of the Ape/iles informs us that 
we 


he was taken up; a cloud received him out of the 
19, ſieht of his diſciples, and angels certified that he 
his was thus taken up into heaven, and ſhall come again 
"re Win the like triumphant manner, as he was ſeen go 
iP- into heaven, As i. 9, 10, 11. 
om Had not CHRIsT aſcended, he could not have been 
Ke our prieſt for ever to make interceſſiun for us, without 
which office we could have no hope of reconciliation 
i'0 With Gop under our frequent relapſes. We have 
d; vo means to ſuccour ourſelves with, under the daily 
ole ſurprizes of fin, but this, that , any man ſin, we have 
a advocate with the Father, IEsus CHRIST the righ- 
his e, who is the propitiation for our ſins. —He could 
the Wot have convinced the world of his righteouſneſs, 
ine and that he had made full ſatisfaction to GoD upon 
ge che croſs: but CHRIS T's going to the Father and 
der returning hither no more ſheweth, that Gop is fully 
nat content and ſatisfied both with his perſon and with 
| his work. 
bis Again; had not CHRIST aſcended, the Comforter, 
fe- {Who was ordained to give us the great bleſſings of 
üb- we ſpirit and ordinances had not come, John xvi. 7. 
und ne begins where CHRIST finiſhed ; he takes of his, 
ent ind ſhews it to us, ver. 14. Therefore it is written 
% WW" John vii. 39. The holy ghoſt was not given, becauſe 
| }ESUs was not yet gloesfied. 
This faith in CHRIST's aſcenſim calls upon us ſo 
ned Wt conduct our lives that ur converſation may be al- 
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Ways in heaven, from whence we look for a Saviour. 
To lay afide every weight, and the fin that doth fo wah 
beſet us; and to run with patience the race ſet befere u, 
hooking unto J Es Us. | 

If the captain of our ſalvation is entered within 
the gates of the new Jeruſalem, and calls to us out 
of heaven to haſten unto him, with a promiſe of the 
greateſt reward, (ſee Rev. iii. 2.) let us ſuffer no de. 
lay in our heavenly journey ; let us not linger in 
the purſuit of glory; let us not grovel amongit 
earthy things, but flee as an eagle towards heaven, 

On earth, beware that you do not abuſe tho: 
mercies, which CHRIST ſhed forth ſo munihcent!y 
upon his people; even thoſe great bleſſings of the 
ſpirit and ordinances, which are his precious aſcenſion- 
— Let them, who abuſe the ordinances and of- 

cers of CHRIST, remember what is written, 
He that defpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpi/ith 
me, deſpiſeih him that ſent me. How much more 
ſhall they be brought into condemnation, who abuſe 
the ſpirit, whom CHRIST ſent from heaven, at his 
aſcenſion, to ſupply his bodily abſence from us, and 
is the great pledge of his care for, and love of, his 
people? How ſhall they eſcape the anger of CHRIST 
and the juſtice of Gop ? 

The ſpirit is that firſt and principal bleſſing, which 
CHRIST at his firſt entrance into heaven prayed for 
to the Father, that it ſhould be ſent immediate) 
to comfort and to abide with us for ever, There— 
fore it deſerves the firſt place in our hearts and cl- 


_ teem. 


The ſpirit comes not in his own name z but he 
comes to us in the name and in the love both of tt 
Father and of the Lon. See John xiv. 26—xv. 26. 
Where we are taught that the Hor! GHOST | 
the meſſenger, that comes from both the Father and 
the Son, with the comfortable intelligence, that 


God's juſtice is ſatisfied, the fountain of his mercy 
| 15 


Of CnrisT's Seſſion at the, &c. 187 


is open ; the redeemer of mankind is glorified ; heaven 
is opened, and that CHR1sT interceeds for as many, 
as believe in him and ſeek ſalvation through his merits. 
Therefore it is our intereſt, as well as our duty, to be 
obedient to this Holy Spirit: for, all offences againſt 
him will offend both the Father and the Son. 

In fine, by the virtue of CHRIST's aſcenſion the 
door of ſalvation is opened to all believers, and we 
ſhall aſcend after him into the ſame heaven. For, 
there he has prepared for us a city, Heb. xi. 16. and 
an everlaſting abode, ohn xiv. 2. if we don't for- 
ſeit our intereſt therein by unbelief and fin. 


THE PRAYER 


RANT), O almighty Father, that like as I 
2 do believe thy only begotten Son, my Lord 
and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, to have aſcended into 
the heavens, ſo I may alſo in heart and mind thither 
aſcend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, one 
God world without end. Amen. 


SECTION II. 


Of Cunri1s T's Seſſion at the Right Hand 
of G O D. 


W HEN CnrisT had by mg 6 purged our 
ins, he ſat down on the right hand of the ma- 
jeh on high which imports, that the Son of Gop, 
having finiſhed his whole work upon earth, was 
clothed with the greateſt power and higheſt honour, 
that heaven could give: for, ſuch is the interpreta- 
8 of that figurative expreſſion of Gop's right 
"and, 

In 
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In this at of God's favour towards IE sus CHRIII 
we have a perſpicuous proof of his divinity. It i; 
an honour, to which neither men nor angels could 
preſume to aſpire. Human nature is below the an- 
gelic creation; and it was never ſaid to an angel, 
fit thou on my right hand, Heb. i. 13. Beſides, in this 
advancement of CHRIST's human nature, which 
properly is the only ſubject of God's favour, we are 
to look upon the man CHRIS JESUS to become the 
object of worſhip and adoration, not fimply as fleſh 
and blood, but as his human nature is perſonally 
united to the ſecond perſon, and enthroned in the 
ſupreme glory of heaven. For the Father has con- 
nutted all judgment to the Sen, that all men ſhould har 
the Son, even as they hanour the Father. And their bo- 
nour is ſo united, that it follows, He that honouret 
not the Son, hanoureth not the Father, which hath ſent hin, 
John v. 22, 23. Therefore, the divine penmen in 
all their ſalutations beg for mercy, peace and grace 
from Gop the Father, and our Lord JESUS CHRIST 
and at their leaving a church, they commit them to 
the grace of our Lord JEsUs CHRIST. 

Here alſo we find CHRIST inveſted with the ſove- 
reignty and ſupremacy over all things in heaven and 
in earth. For he who crowned him with glory and 
honour, did alſo fet him over the work of his hands, au 
put all things in ſubjection under his feet, that he might 
reign till he ſhould conquer all his enemies, Heb. i. 
7, 8. compared with 1 Czr. xv. 25. Matt, xxviil. 
I8, 19, 20. P/al. cx. 2. : 

This fitting of CHRIST in his human nature at 
God's right hand, implies the advancement of be- 
levers, who have followed him in the regeneration, to the 
higheſt honour, even to /i on thrones judging the twelv? 
tribes of Iſrael, Mat. xix. 28. Luke xxii. 30. Fos, 
this ſeſſion of CHRIST reſpects them, and there he 
ſits, as our repreſentative, 


Hence 
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Hence we learn to underſtand the ſcripture, where 

157 MCursT's prayer was heard, That we may be with 
't is hn, to behold the glory that GoD hath given him, John 
xvii. 24. They, that ſanctify CHRIST in their hearts, 
{hall be made like him in the manſions of bliſs, be- 
cauſe they hall ſee him as he 1s. Jf we ſuffer with 
him, tue ſhall alſo reign with him: and to him that 
wercemeth, I will grant (ſaith the Son of God) 10 jet 
with me in my throne, even as J alſo ouercame, and am 
i down with my Father in bis throne, Rev. iii. 21. 
2 Tim, ii. 12. reſerving always the preeminence to 
Jesus CHRIST. W N 
While we are bleſſed with ſuch a powerful friend 
in heaven, nothing, no not the gates of hell, can 
prevail againſt us upon earth. CHRIST fits in hea- 
ren on purpoſe that he may manage all to the ad- 


ſuffer afflictions for a ſeaſon ; but no enemy can 
be ſo powerful, as to reſiſt the force of him, who fits 
on the right hand of power. Let the temptations 
of the enemy be ever ſo deluſive, and deep in ſub- 
ilty and contrivance, he that fits. upon the throne 
overlooks all, beholds all things upon earth, deſpiſes 
»ve- ill their attempts to deceive his elect, and, in the end, 
and vill give them, that perſevere in his faith, a way to 
and Neſcape. ; 
aul WM Therefore, when we meditate upon this point of our 
ght WWE faith, that CHRIST did not fit down to reſt in heaven, 
. , ill he had finiſhed his work on earth, we are taught 
viii, chat it will be in vain for us to think of reſt, till we 
alſo have finiſhed that work, which we were ſent into 
e at Ne world to do. There muſt be no thoughts of 
be- est with CHRIST, till we have done working, ac- 
the N ording to the pattern ſent down from heaven, and 
ele Lone ſinning. Our life and labours muſt end toge- 
For, ber. There can be no reſt upon earth. Man is 
be born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward ; and they 
only are eaſed of their labours, who die in the Lord. 
| This 
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This life is the vale of miſery. Heaven is the place 
of reſt and peace. We are no more than pilgrim- 
upon earth, We muſt be diſſolved and live with inte 
CHRIST, before we can arrive at eternal happiness 
at the right hand of Gop, where there are pleaſure; ther 
for evermore. | | * 
But theſe are not all the benefits of CHRIST's af. "9 
cenſion: He, who is placed at the right hand of Gon, Nhe! 
doth alſo make interceſſion for us, Rom. viii. 34. * 
This was neceflary, becauſe it accompliſhed the M,,c, 
prophecies, by which the 4:/:ah was repreſented mak- but 
ing interceſſion for tranſgreſſors, Iſa. liii. 12. And where MW, m 
God the Father is repreſented ſaying to him, 4k;\ MW y 
me, and T ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, My. | 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion, Pſal. M,,; | 
ji. 8. Here is a prediction intimating, that the glo- ¶ dom 
rious ſucceſs of the goſpel, when preached to the Noce 
world, ſhould not only be the purchaſe of his death, MWjzm; 
but the conſequence of his interceflion. Beſides, this Ngeſid 
interceſſion was typified by the high prieſt's entering ehe 
every year into the Holy of Holies, with blood and in- io m 
cenſeto appear before the Lord in behalf of the people, Mnent 
making interceſſion for them. A type expreſsly ap- Where 
plied to our Saviour entering into heaven, now to apps ceſor 
in the preſence of God for us, Heb. ix 7, 9, compari 
with ver. II, 12, 24. 
This neceſſity appeareth alſo from the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of fallen man, who, being guilty, is un- 
worthy to come into the preſence of Gop, and 1s 
actually excluded therefrom, according tothe Pſalmiſt, 
Thou art not a GoD that haſt pleaſure in wickedneſs, nei- 
ther ſhall evil qwell with thee. e fooliſh ſhall nit ſlaud 
in thy fight : thou hateſt all workers of iniquity. Ibis 
puniſhment is the immediate conſequence of guilt : 
whereby the ſinner is expoſed to the curſe of GoD, 
whoſe holineſs obliges him to order ſuch to depart 
out of his ſight. —Beſides, as Gop is a conſuming fi”, 


ank human nature labours under a dread, which 1. 
cher 


lace 
1ms 
vith 
neſs 
ures 


land 
This 
llt: 
00, 


par 4 
fire 
ra- 
cher 


the Right Hand of G o p. 191 
ther perſuades us to flee from, than to draw nigh 
unto the almighty, we have the utmoſt need of an 
interceſſor or an advocate with the Father to obtain 
our admiſſion, and to bring us to God. Again; as 
there are many things brought againſt fallen man by 
the accuſer, who is continually ſeeking means to pre- 
vent the bleſſed effects of CnRisT's ſatisfaction for 
the ſins of man, in hopes to exclude him from the 
divine favour, he muſt be anſwered by a proper ad- 
yocate to plead his cauſe. An affair which none 
but CHRIST our great mediator and advocate is fit 
to manage. a 

We cannot plead our own cauſe; for if we ſay 
we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves ; guilt ftops 
our mouths, and renders us unworthy of any bleſſing 
from GoD.—No mere creature can do this good 
office for us; we are all under the ſentence of con- 
demnation, born in fin, and children of wrath. 
belides, none can plead for a bleſſing on us, but he 
who is able to make an atonement for our fins, which 
no mere creature is able to do. Such is the atone- 
ment, which CHRIST has made by his blood, and 
therefore he alone is fit to be an advocate or inter- 
ceſſor for his people. 

Accordingly we have the happineſs to know that 
CHRIST is our interceſſor, or advocate, as well as 
our redeemer. It is he, of whom the apoſtle to the 
tebrews writes, ever liveth to make interceſſun for us, 
Heb. vii. 25. And the evangeliſt thus declares, we 
ave an advocate with the Father JESUs CHRIST the 
17hteeus, 1 John ii. 1. An advocate that will inter- 
cede for his people for ever, as he ſhall always con- 
inue in this exalted ſtate, Heb. vii. 25, 
| CyrIsT maketh interceſſion for us by appearing 
1 our nature continually before the father in heaven, 
a the merit of his obedience and ſacrifice upon earth. 
CHRIST appears in the preſence of GoD for us. For 


F= 0D cannot conſiſtently with the glory of his 


divine 
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divine perfections fave any of the fallen race « 
mankind upon any other condition, than that fi. 
tisfaction ſhould be given to his juſtice, and ſuch 75 
a price of redemption paid, as tended to ſerve th: 5 


glory of his holineſs, and other perfections; ſo h: * 
has, in the eternal covenant with his ſon, promiſe * 


that if he would perform this work, then he would + 
bring his people to glory. CHRIST, on the other 4 
hand, undertook the work of man's redemption cl 
with this encouragement, that when he had per. wy 
fected it, he ſhould be received into glory, as 1 
public teſtimony that divine juſtice was fully ſatisfied: 1% 
therefore CHRIST's being ſeated at the right hand of 7 
Gop in heavenly places, as the conſequence there. «#y 
of, is a convincing evidence to angels and men, th If 
his work is brought to perfection; and that he haz 
the right and power to intercede for thoſe whom he 
has redeemed. | 

By this interceſſion CHRIST procures for his peo- 
ple quiet f conſcience : for, as there is not a juſt nin 
upon earth, that doth good and ſinneth not; the in-dwel- 
lings of fin and corruption create a continual doubt- 
fulneſs and ſometimes deſpair, which could never be 
gotten over without the aſſiſtance of JesUs CHR1s! 
interceeding for us. | 
By this we are delivered from that dread, which 
keeps ſinners at a diſtance from Gon. Guilt es- 
poſes us to fear, and a dread of coming before the 
throne of God, as a being of infinite holineſs and 
juſtice ; but when he is repreſented, as ſitting upon: 
throne of grace, as the conſequence of CHR15T: 
death and interceſſion, that ſervile fear is removed, 
and we are encouraged to come boldly unto the thron: gf 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to le. 
in time of need. 

By this we find acceptance both of our perſons 
and of our ſervice, The acceptance of our perſon 


is a branch of our juſtification, which is foundes 
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on CyRIsT's ſacrifice and interceſſion, for we are 
made accepted in the beloved, Eph. i. 6. And the ac- 
ceptance of our ſervices, which are performed by 
Faith, ſuppoſes the removal of the guilt, that attends 
them, by reaſon of our ſinful infirmities; wher?- 
fore God's People are ſtiled an H priz/thood to offer 
up ſpiritual ſacrifices. acceptable to Gon by Jezvs 
CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 

This Faith in CHRIST's interceſſion is a power- 
ful remedy againſt deſpair and deſponding thought, - 
to which we are ſometimes liable, by reaſon of the 
guilt of ſin; when charged on our conſciences. 
On which occaſion we may now take up the words 
of the pſalmiſt, why art thou caſt down, O my foul! / 
and why art thou diſguieted within me? when we are 
ured that CHRIS interceeds on our behalf, for 
the forgiveneſs of our fins, and we ourſelves turn 
unto the Lord by faith and repentance. 


e 


LORD Gov, who haſt exalted thy fon, the 
man CHR1sT JEsUs, to the right hand of thy 
glory in heaven, and haſt promiſed to hear thoſe 
prayers which are offered unto thee in his name, 
raile me up to more and more perfection of holineſs, 
and enable me to trample upon fin, ſatan, the world, 
and upon every thing that diſpleaſeth thee. Make 
ne always watchful and upon my guard, to fiy daily 
to thy throne for help and ſuccour ; ſince he cannot 
but conquer, who fights in thy ſtrength, nor fail of 
deing crowned, who overcomes thro' thee. Let the 
comfort of thy preſence, and the certainty and near- 
nels of my reward, make me act according to ſuch 
ghty helps and glorious expectations: make me 
trery day get ſome maſtery over my ſinful heart and 
atan's temptations, and narrowly watch where J 
im moſt likely to be aſſaulted. Pardon my offences 
K through 
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through the merits and interceſſion of IEsus Cnrtsy, 
Cloath me with thy whole armour, and teach me 
to uſe it valiantly and effectually, that theſe ſhort 
conflicts and trials of my obedience being ended, 
I may aſcend up to thoſe bleſfed manſions, which 
CHRIST has prepared for believers, in thy kingdom 


of glory, and there reign with thee and the fame 
thy ſon JesUs CHRIST, and all his elect; through 5 
Jxsus CHRIST my redeemer and only advocate. th 
Amen. te 
| | Fi 
TECETTON I. te 

Of Car 1sT's Coming to Judgment. - 

HE laſt ſtep of CHRIST's exaltation is, that ” 

he ſhall come again at the end of the world, on 
to judge both the quick and the dead. G, 
Though JESUS CHRIsT is now ſolemnly inveſt- * 

ed with a power to exerciſe judgment, and is con- "us 
tinually diſtributing rewards and puniſhments in the hs 


courſe of his divine providence; yet the full mani- 
feſtation of his glory, as judge of quick and dead, and 
that in a viſible manner and in his human nature, os 
is deferred till the la? day, when time or the duration | 
of the world will be ended. Though he be now 
known by the judgments, which he ſends forth, and 
are oftentimes attended with wonderful diſplays 
of his divine glory; and though the eternal {tate 
of all men be Pxed by him at the time of their de- 
parture out of this life; at which moment a patti- 
cular judgment is paſſed by him, on every ſoul de- 
parted ; for, it is appointed unto men once 10 die, ani 
= this the judgment immediately follows, which 

xes the unchangeable decree of their happineſs, or 
miſery ; yet, this is executed without thoſe external 
and viſible marks of glory in his human nature 


with which he ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, 
at 
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at the end of the World, Matt. xxvi. 64. which 
glorious appearing is ſet in op poſition to that part 
of CHRisT's humiliation, in which he was un- 
juſtly judged and condemned by wicked men; in 
order to aggravate the crime of their unbelief, at 
whoſe tribunal he ſtood : and wii! be a ſevere re- 
proach to ſuch, who now contamn his name, reject 
his intereſt, and are deaf to his goſpel ; becauſe 
their unbelief is an approbation of that unjuſt ſen- 
tence, which was executed upon him by the jews, 
From all which CHRISH ſhall be for ever vindica- 
ted, when his glory ſhines forth in a moſt illuſtri- 
ous manner, as calling the whole world to appear 
at his tribunal, and rewarding every one according 
to their deeds. | 

However no man knoweth the preciſe time of his 
coming to judgment. This is a ſecret, which 
Gop has reſerved to himſelf 3 that man may not 
indulge himſelf, the leaſt, in a carnal ſecurity ; 
but that we may be always prepared and ready for 
his coming. | X 

As for the manner in which CHRISIH ſhall come; 
it is ſaid, that he ſhall come in the full manifeſta- 
tion of his own glory, and of his Father's, with 
all his holy angels, and -with other awful and tre- 
mendous circumſtances. For, i | 

The glory of his divine nature ſhall then ſhine 
forth in a more illuſtrious manner than before. In his 
ſtateof humiliation, his glory was vailed by his human 
nature. In this exalted ſtate, he will be plainly 
ſeen to be Gow incarnate, inveſted with infinite 
power, wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth, to 
determine the * ſtate both of men and angels. 

Here the ſame perſon that was ignominiouſly hung 


on a croſs, will appear in glorious apparel, diſtin- 


guiſhed by this title on his veſture, and on his thigh, 
king of kings, and lord of lords, 


K 2 His 
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His glory will be diſplayed before the whole 
world; before the inhabitants of heaven, earth, and 
hell; angels ſurrounding him to do his will: men 
and devils appearing to receive their final doom. 
He will be glorihed in his ſaints, admired in all 
them that believe, and acknowledged to be ſupreme 
Jord and king by thoſe that tremble, as well as thoſe 
that rejoice before him. For every eye, even the 
eye of Pilate and Herod, of Annas and Caiphas, ſhall 

fee him, and they alſa that pierced him, Rev. i. 7. 
The glory of his Father ſhall alſo ſurround him. 
For, as every work, he was engaged in, or glory, 
which he receives, as mediator, takes its riſe from 
the father, who ſanctified and ſent him into the 
world, to do his will, and furniſhed him with an 
Human nature; united to his divine perſon, to per- 
form the great work of our redemption : as he gave 
him a commiſſion to lay down his life, and to take 
it up again; as it is the father, who hath appoint- 
ed the day, in which the world ſhall be judged; 
and CHRIST ſhall come to perform that glorious 
work, purſuant to that decree or appointment: as 
every thing, which CHRIst does as mediator, is 
referred to the glory of the father ; "agg: viii. 40. 
and this work, which will complete the wonderful 
fabric of our ſalvation, will ſerve eminently to di- 
play the father's glory; and as he always received 
the approbation of the Father for the works he per- 
formed in the fleſh for his honour ; (for when he was 
here upon earth the apoſtle teſtifies, he received frau 
the Father honour and glory; when there came ſuch a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, ſaying, this is ny 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed,. 2 Pet. i. 17.) 
therefore we may juſtly infer, that fince his coming 
to judgment will be the molt illuſtrious part of his 
mediatorial work, he will receive the moſt glo- 
rious teſtimony from the Father: and the ſentence, 
come ye bleſed of my Father, and inherit the kingdom of 


Header, 


- 


2 
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hole heaven, prepared for you from the beginning of the world, 
„and Matt. xxv. 34. will be a ſtanding memorial of the 
men Father's Approbation of JESUS CHRIST, and of his 
om being well pleaſed with every thing, he has done in 


all order thereunto: conſequently he may be properly 
eme ſaid to come in the glory of his father. 
hole In this proceſs the fon of man ſhall be attended 


the WF with all the holy angels; to acknowledge his au- 
foal thority ; to ſignify their obedience ; and, as miniſ- 
tring ſpirits, to be ready to execute all his com- 
mands, in ſubſerytency to the proceedings of that 
great day. | 
The Lord himſelf, faith the apoſtle, ſpall deſcend from 
benden with a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of GoD, 1 Thefl. iv. 16. to ſum- 
mon both the living and the dead before his tribu- 
nal : not only the graves ſhall give up their dead 
bodies, but they, who are found alive, ſhall be caught 
up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, 
ſeated on the throne of his glory, (Matt. xxv. 31, 32.). 
to ſeperate the righteous from the wicked, by the 
| miniſtry of angels, ſee Matt. xxiv. gr and xix. 28. 
1 Thus we ſee thoſe ſcriptures verified, where it is 
Ah written, GoD hath appointed a day, in the which he 
ful WW will judge the world in righteouſneſs by the MAN, whom 
„„ bath ordained; whereof he hath given aſſurance, &c. 
aas xvii. 37. The father judging no nan, but commits 
ug all judgment unto the fon, IESus CHRIST, John vs 
* 22. comp. with Rom. ii. 16. OW 
ul Oh! how great mult be the comfort, when we 
mere thus affured of an intereſt in our judge in that 
day of the Lord. The ſame perſon, who redeemed 


. us with his own blood, is to paſs ſentence upon us. 
8 He died to ſave as many as believe in him: if we 
lis die in his faith, he will not condemn us. There is 
„ coridemnation to them, that are in CHRIST, Rom. 


Vit. 1. Though he try us, as fire; we knew we ſball 
9 ceme forth, as gold. CHR1sST does not come to con- 
þ- K 3 demn, 
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demn, but to abſolve and to pronounce his ſervants 
pardoned and juſtified. See Adds iii. 19. Matt. xii. 32. 
On the contrary, how mournful will be the caſe 
of ſuch, who die without the knowledge of IESsUs 
CHRIST? Of all creatures they are. moſt miſerable ; 
being rejected of God, and without hope in CurisT; 
accuſed by /atan, and a guilty conſcience : accuſed 
by their companions in fin ; by their teachers and 
relations, whoſe good doctrine and advice they have 
deſpiſed, by every one; whom they have tempted to 
fin, abuſed, defrauded, defamed, injured in body 
or goods; and by the holy ſpirit for reſiſting his 
motions, and ſtifling. thouſands of his convictions ; 
without the leaſt appearance of excuſe or de- 
fence : whoſe fate is related in the following pal- 
fages of holy writ; IN Hat is the bope 4 the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained, when Gop taketh away his ſoul f 
Hill Gop hear his. cry, when trouble cometh upon him? 
No: for, many will ſay unto me, in that day, Lord, 
Lerd, have I not ' propheſied in thy name, and in thy 
name caſt out devils, and in thy name done many won- 
derful works ? and then will I profeſs unto them, I 
never knew you : depart from me ye that work ini- 
pet <3 ri os NE 
b Therefore let us ſecure an intereſt with Jesvs 
CarisT by the work of regeneration. . This is the 
moſt ſolemn, neceſſary and important work of 2 
chriſtian, in; whatever ſtation he is placed in this 
world. Let us examine the ſtate of our own ſouls: 
look into the ſcriptures, by which we are to be 
Judged ;- then into our hearts, and then to heaven, 
faying, Lord, increaſe my faith, give me under- 
ſanding in all things towards the attainment of eter- 
nal Life, and grant me thy falvation. And let not 
the trifles of time wipe away the impreſſions of death, 
judgment and eternity from our hearts ; leaſt they 
come upon us, as a thief in the night. 


"Th 


7 
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THE PRAYER. 
Lmighty Gop, give me grace that J may caſt 


| away the works of darkneſs, and put upon 
me the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life, in which thy ſon JtsUs ChRISH came 
to viſit mankind in great humility ; that in the laſt 
day when he ſhall come again in his glorious ma- 
iefly, to judge both the quick and dead, I may riſe | 
to the life immortal, through him who liveth and 
_— with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, both now 
and ever. Amen, | | 


F 
Of Satisfaction and Redemption. 


H E intention of all that Js us CHRIST ſuf- 
fered was to redeem thoſe that believe in him, 
i- and to make ſatisſaction for them. For, thus it is 
written But of him are ye in CHRIST IESsus, who 


Js sf Gap is made unto us wiſdom, and righteoufneſs, and 
le andtiffcation, and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. and wrll 
2 bave all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge 
5 of the truth. For, there is one Gob, and one media- 


|: tor between GoD and man, the man CHRIST" JE$Us ; 
c who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. 
It has already been ſhewn, that man did in his 

original ſtate En to Gon, was created upright 
by the almighty, and was at peace with him : that he 
did forſake Gd. and by his fall, did incur the wrath 
and curſe of his lord and maker: that man, thus la- 
den with fin, and ſubject to the juſtice of an offend- 
ed Gor, could not be reſtored to his favour, and to 


that happineſs, for which he had been created, and 
K 4 | which 
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which he had forfeited and loſt by his own tranf: 
greſſion and diſobedience to the divine command- 
ment, without a ſufficient atonement ; that there 
could be found no atonement or ranſom, ſufficient 
to fatisfy divine juſtice, but the ſon of Gop made 
man: that the ſon of Gop, in the perſon of JESU 
CHRIST, did offer himſelf a facrifice upon the cro{, 
to ſatisfy the juſtice of GoD : and that this redemy- 
tion and catisfaQion by CHRIST, was purpoſely in- 
tended for ſuch only as believe in him : for there is 
no accels to the P__ but through his ſon Cukler 
IJksus. 

By ſin we forfeited heaven, and all its bleſſings: 
CHRisT and he only hath purchaſed it for us: and 
if we hope to have a title to it, or admiſſion there, 
it muſt be upon the account of the atoning merito- 
rious ſacrifice, which he hath offered, and of the ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, which he hath brought in. 
Such a way for our redemption, is the contrivance 
of that wiſdom, which angels adore, in which we 
have reaſon, with the higheſt wonder and grati- 
tude to join with them; that as by one man's di ſole- 
dience many were made ſinners ; ſe by the obedience of one, 
many ſhould be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. GoD 
wax 45 his ſon to be fin for us, who knew no ſin, that 
w e might be made the righteouſneſs of Gop in him, 
2 Cor. v. 21. 

But how ſufficient ſoever CHRIST is in himſelf, 
to make this atonement for believers, we are to ſeek 
its benefits in the way of effectual application: 
for, it was never known, that a poor, deceived, 
polluted, miſerable {inner was actually delivered out 
of that {tate of perdition until of Gop, CHRIST 
was made unto him wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption ; to counterpoiſe that 
- Ignorance, guilt, pollution, and the whole train of 
miſerable conſequences and effects let in upon hu- 


man nature by fin. For, 
Man 
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ranſ. Man in his fallen ſtate is not only in deep miſery, 
and. but he is groſly ignorant both of his own corrup- 
here tion and danger, and of the means to recover him- 
ſelf from it. Sin being entered, choakes up his ra- 


dient 
11de tional faculties, and obſtructs the entrance of ſpiri- 
251; tual knowledge, wherefore CHRIST is made to him 
roſe, idem, not only by improvement of thoſe treaſures 
mp. Nef wiſdom that are in himſelf, for the benefit of ſuch 
in. souls, as are united to him, as an head, conſulting 
e is the good of his own members; but alſo by impart- 
157 ing his wiſdom to them by the ſpirit of illumination, 


whereby they come to diſcern both their fin and 
danger, and the true way of their recovery, through 


gs 

and the application of CHRIST to their ſouls by faith. 
re, But, as ſimple illumination would ſerve only to 
to- encreaſe our burden, and to exaſperate our miſery, 


er- ſo long as fin, in the guilt of it, is either imputed 
in, to our perſons unto condemnation, or reflected by 
ice our conſciences in a way of accufation; CHRIST 
we is allo made unto us complete and perfect righteor/- 
ti- MW, with defign to remedy and to heal this dread- 
je. fal evil, to diflolve our obligation to puniſhment, 
ze, and firmly to eſtabliſh a ſolid foundation for a well 
D {MW ttled peace of conſcience, 
at This is that righteouſneſs, which the apoſtle rates 
n, at fo high a value, and is fo earneſt for us to ſecure ; 
, denbileſs, faith he, and I count all things but dung, 
f, t may uin CurisT, and be found in him, nat 
k ing mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law ; but 
: et, which is through the faith of CarIST, the rigb- 
1, W-/nefs, which is of GOD Ly faith, Phil. iii. 8, 9. 


it his is that, to which we are to truſt, and in which 
T we triumph, according as foretold, ſurely, ſhall ene ſay, 
d the Lord have I righteoſneſs and flrength, even to bim 


t Vall men come: in the Lord hall all the feed of Iſrael 
f ' j1tified, and gli, Iſa. xlv. 24. By this we are 
- IF ixiecned from all that we have to fear, and intitled 

to all that we can want. And this hides every ſpot 
1 K 5 . of 
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of deformity, and renders thoſe, who are found in 
it, amiable and lovely in the ſight of Gop. 
Although the removing of guilt is an ineſtima. 
ble mercy; yet this doth not make us completely 
happy; becauſe he would be liable ſtill to be daily 
defiled by fin, though he might not be damned for 
it. Therefore, to complete the happineſs of the 
redeemed, CHRIST is made unto us ſanctipcation allo 
to relieve us under the dominion and pollutions ci 
our natural cerruptions. He purges and makes u 
clean, as well as pardons us: for this is he, who come; 
Loth by water and by blood ; not by bload only, but by 
water alſo, John v. 6. | | 
There remains ſomething more to make our hap- 
pineſs perfect and entire, wanting nothing; and this 
is the removal of thoſe wretched effects and conſe- 
quences of fin, which (notwithſtanding all the fore- 
mentioned privileges and mercies, ſtill lie upon the 
ſouls and bodies of illuminated, juſtified, and fan- 
Ctified perſons. For, even with the beſt and holicl 
of men, ſwarms of vanity, loads of deadneſs, and 
fits of unbelief daily appear in, and oppreſs their 
ſouls; ſo as to embitter all the comforts of their 
life : and their bodies, like thoſe of other men, who 
never received ſuch privileges from CHRIST, as they 
do, are oppreſſed and moulder away by pains, de- 
formities, and difeaſes, till they are brought to the 
grave by death. Sanctification does not exempt u- 
from mortality; for, the body is dead becauſe of J 
Rom. viii. 10. | 
Therefore, the ſum of mercies is ſealed up by 
redemption, which CHRIST is made unto us, te- 
deeming us from the fruits and conſequences of fin; 
and he ſo completes the happineſs of believers, that 
it leaves nothing to deſire to make a ſoul truly and 
perfectly bleſſed. 
The benefits and bleſſings are applied unto us by 
God, and not by any human means. Y 0D 
| ;HR1ST 
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CHRIST is made unto us, &c. The ſame hand that pre- 
pared this work, muſt alſo apply it, or elſe we pe- 
riſh, notwithſtanding all that the father hath done in 
contriving and appointing, and all that the ſon 
hath done in executing and accompliſhing the work 
of our redemption, thus far. And this actual ap- 
plication is the work of the ſpirit by a ſingular ap- 
propriation. For, 9 

There is a primary application, which is the act 
of God the father, applying to CHRIST our ſure- 
ty, and virtually to us in him: and there is a ſe- 
condary application, which is the act of the holy ſþi- 
rit perſonally and actually applying it to us in the 
work of converſion. — What was done upon the 
perſon of CHRIST was not only virtually done up- 
on us, conſidering him as a common public repre- 
ſentative, in which ſenſe we are faid to die with 
him, and to live with him, to be crucified with him, 
and to be buried with him ; but it was alſo intend- 
ed to give us an idea of what is to be done by the 
ſpirit actually upon our fouls and bodies, in our 
lingle perſons. As he died for fin; fo the ſpirit ap- 
plying his death to us in the work of mortification, 
makes us to die to fin, by the virtue of CRHRIST's 
death : and as he was quickened by the ſpirit, and 
raiſed unto life; ſo the ſpirit applying unto us the 
life of CHRISTH, makes us to live by ſpiritual vivife- 
cation. 

Hence we infer, that the actual application of re- 
demption to us by the ſpirit in his ſanctifying work, 
comprehends not only our juſtification, but all thoſe 
works of the ſpirit known by the names of vocation, 
ſanctification, converſion, and regeneration. For, 
when the efficacy of CHRIST's death, and the vir- 
tue of his reſurrection come to take place upon the 
heart of man, he cannot but turn from fin to Gop, 
and become a new creature, living and acting by 


new principles and rules. Thus when the apoſtle 
K 6 ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of the effect of this work of the ſpirit upon 
the Theſſalonians, he ſaith, our goſpe! came not to you in 
word only, but in power, and in the holy ghoſt, 1 Epiſt. 
1. 5. where is diſcovered the effectual application of 
CHRIST to them. And you became followers of us, 
and of the Lord, ver. 6. which was their effectual 
call. And ye returned from dumb idols to ſerve the 
living and true Gop, ver. 9. in which words we 
have their converſion : ſo that ye were enfamples to all 
them that believe, ver. 7. which ſignifies their life of 
ſanctification or dedication to GoD. 

This application of CHRIST to the fouls of men, 
is not to be accompliſhed by any means, but thoſe 
which are ordained and appointed by JEsUs CHRIST, 
as we gather from this paſſage of holy writ. Ve gav? 
fore apcftles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſis, and 
nie paſtors and teachers ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and the knowledge of the ſon of GoD ; to a perfect 


man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 


CHR1sT, Eph. iv. 1x, 12. and by the miniſtry of 
the Spirit. Nothing can actually ſave a foul without 
the /pirit's application of it, For where there are divers 
fectal or joint cauſes neceſſary to produce one effect, 
there the effect cannot be produced until the laſt 
cauſe hath performed its work. So that Cop the 
father may elect, and the ſon may redeem ; but we 
cannot be ſaved till the ſpirit, who is the laſt caule, 
hath performed his part of the work: he coming 
with the authority, and in the name of both the fa- 
ther and the fon, to put the laſt hand ro the work 
of our ſalvation, by bringing all the fruits of elec- 
tion home to our fouls, in this work of effectual 
vocation. So that the apoſtle thus ſtates the order 
of the cauſes in their operatipns, for the bringing 
about our ſalvation :— led? according to the fore-Anato- 
Lage of Gow the father, through the ſauctiſication of 

the ſpirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of 


JEsus CHRIST, 1 Pet. i. 2. In which ſhort pal- 
lage 
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ſage we find Gop's election and CHR1sT's blood, 
the two great cauſes of our ſalvation; yet neither 
of thoſe alone, nor both together can ſave us; there 
muſt be the ſanctification of the SPIRIT, by which 
Gop's decree is executed, and the ſprinkling (which 
is the perſonal application) of CHRIST's blood, as 
neceſſary as the ſhedding of it; before we can have 
the ſaving benefit of either of the former cauſes. 

As for the extent and /atitude of this application, it 
depends entirely on the election of God the father, 
and on the intention of the ſon's death: for, the 
apoſtle declares expreſly, whom he did predeſtinate them 
be alfo called, Rom. viii. 13. who hath ſaved and called 
us with an hey calling, not according to our works ; but 
according to his own purpoſe and grace, which was given 
us in CHRIST JESUS, before the foundation of the 
world, 2 Tim. 1. 9. and therefore it is written, that 
as many as were ordained to eternal life, believed, Acts 
xu. 48. 

Thus, we may obſerve, that there is a perfect 
harmony in the operations of the three divine per- 
ſons for the ſalvation of mankind. "Thoſe, whom 
the father, before all time, did chuſe; they, and 
they only are the perſons, whom the ſon, in the 


fulneſs of time, for the execution of that decree, 


died for; as we read in n xvii. 6. I have mani- 


feſled thy name unts the men, which then gaveſt me out of 


the world : thine they were, and thou gaveſ/t them me : 
and for their jahes I fantify | conſecrate, devote, or 
ofter for a ſacrifice] my/e!f, ver. 19. wherefore the 
benefits of CHRIST's blood is applied by the ſpirit 
to thoſe perſons only, and effectually, for whom 
CHRIST died. The fpirit comes in the name of the 
father, and of the ſon: but, they that are nat of 
CHRIST's ſheep, believe nit : the- world cannot receive 
bun, for it neither ſees nor knows him, John x. 26.— 
Aly. 17. 5 


But 
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But this is not ſo to be underſtood, that CaHRisT's 
ſheep are not born under the dominion of fin : nor h 
ſubject to divers temptations : nor frequently carried 
away by their own Juſts and paſſions : for, by the 
ſame authority, we are informed, that the elec 


themſelves are by nature the children of wrath, as wel MM © 
as others, Eph. ii. 3. compared with 1 Cor. vi. 11, 4 
where, after the apoſtle has recited a liſt of moſt : 
profligate, lewd, wicked men, whoſe crimes would; 
make ſober nature bluſh, he tells the Corinthian con- z 
verts, and ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, f 


Janttified and juſtified in the name of the Lord Jesvs, N 
and by the ſpirit of our Gon. 

Here then we are to ſeek for a tine, when our 7 
flate and temper ſhall be changed; when, and how the 2 | 
firſt internal difference and diſtinction is made a- | 


mongſt men: and we find it is made, when CHRIST a 
is applied to our fouls, by the regenerating work of th 
the ſpirit: which makes not only one man differ i 
viſibly from another, but the ſame man alſo from 2 
himſelf in his ſpiritual life. For, this work of the _. 
ſpirit maketh us new creatures in quality and tem- 21 
per; we are the ſame perſons, but don't act in the 5. 
ſame manner: if any man be in CHRIST, he ig ane n, 


creature, Old things are paſt away, behold all thing be 
are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. 


Neither let any chriſtian deceive himſelf with: mM 
ſuppoſition, that this change is wrought in him * 
inſtantaneouſly, or completely in an inſtant, as to 10 
admit of no degrees. The application of CHRIST 
to us for wiſdom and ſanctification, is not perfected 0 
in one ſingle act, like juſtification; but it riſes by = 
many and ſlow degrees to its full perfection. __ 

Neither are theſe ſeveral privileges and benefits fro 


communicated to, believers in one and the ſame wa 
and manner ; but difterently, and diverſly, accord 
ing to the diſpoſition of their reſpective natures 


CHRIST'S righteouſneſs is made ours by imputa 
tion 
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tion: his wiſdom and ſanctification by renovation: 
his redemption by our glorification. 

When we ſay that the righteouſneſs of CHRIST S 
is made ours by imputation; it is not ſo made ac- 
cording to its univerſal value; but according to our 
particular neceſſity. It is not to make others righ- 
teous, but to make ourſelves ſo. It does not teach that 
we have the formal intrinſic righteouſneſs of CHRIS 
in us, as it is in him; but a relative righteouſneſs, which 
makes us righteous, even as he is righteous; not as 
to the quantity or extent, but as to the truth of it. 
Nor is it imputed to us, as if CHRIST intended to 
make us the cauſes of ſalvation to others (as the 
aint-mediators are in the church of Rome;) but the 
ſubjects of ſalvation to ourſelves ; it being mhefruely 
in CHRIST, and can become ours only communi- 
catively, By imputation Adam's ſin became ours; 
the righteouſneſs of the Jecond Adam becomes ours 
by imputation alſo; Rom. v. 17. By this way the 
redeemer became ſin for us: and by this way we 
are made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 
21. Abraham, the father of the faithful, was juſti- 
hed by this way : conſequently this is the way & all 
the faithful, who are the children of Abraham, to 
be juſtified ; Ram. iv. 22, 23. Thus CRHRIST's righ- 
teouſneſs is imputed to us and made ours. 

Wiſdom and ſanctification are conveyed and com- 
municated to us by another method. This opera- 
tion is not done by imputation : but theſe graces 
are really imparted to us by the illuminating and 
regenerating work of the ſpirit. "Thoſe graces are 
really inherent in us. Our righteouſneſs comes 
from CHRIST, as a ſurety; but our holineſs comes 
from him, as a quickening head, ſending vital in- 
fluence into all its members. But as theſe gracious 
habits are ſeated in the ſouls of imperfect creatures, 
whoſe corruptions abide and work in the very ſame 
faculties, where grace has its reſidence ; our ſanc- 

tification 
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tification cannot be ſo perfect and complete, as our 
juſtification, which inheres in ChRIST only. See 
Gal. v. 17. EE | 

As for redemption, or an abſolute and plenary de- 
liverance from all the ſad remains, effects and con- 
ſequences of fin, both upon foul and body; this is 
made ours by glorificatian; then and not before, we 
have put off thoſe miſerable effects with the body, 
Thus as ju/{ifica!ion cures the guilt of fin, and ſancli— 

cation deſtroys the dominion and power of fin: ſo 
lerification removes, together with its exz/ence and 
being, all thoſe 2z/eries, which fin let in upon our 
whole man, Eph. v. 26, 27. 

Hence we are inſtructed to diſcover what a naked, 
deſtitute and empty thing man is in his natural and 
unregenerate ſtate. He naturally and inherently 
| hath neither wiſdom, nor righteouſneſs, nor ſancti- 
fcation, nor redemption. All theſe muſt come 
from CHRIST, or he muſt certainly periſh, We 
therefore have no merit: when we have done all in 
our power, we mult acknowledge free grace to be 
the ſole author of all our doings, Thus the apoſtle 
viewing the principles of divine life in himlſel!, 
hath in theſe words, now I tvs, yet nat I; but CHRIST 
liveth in me, taught us to renounce ourſelves, and to 
deny the leaſt part of the praiſe and glory, as be- 
longing to ourſelves :- and again, when in a juſt and 
neceſlary defeyce he was conſtrained to mention the 
beſt duties he had ever performed for G&op, he 
checks himſelf with a, yet mt J; but the grace of 
Gon, Which was with me, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 

This doctrine will alſo ſhew us, that zmputcd 
righteouſneſs is not to be found, but in thiſe only, uli 
live in the potuer of inherent holineſs. This is a faith- 


ful ſaying : and thoſe things I will that you affirm con- 
: flanthy ; that they, which have believed in GoD, mg"! 
| be careful to meintain goed works, Tit. iii. 8. Therefore 


beware of thoſe libertines, who would perſuade, to 
the 
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the reproach of CHRIS H and his goſpel, that a man 
can be juſtified, who is not ſanctified. Where there 
is found righteouſneſs, there muſt be holineſs alſo. 
They cannot exiſt ſeperately in man. It is certain, 
our ſanctification cannot juſtify us before Gop: but 
it is neceflary to evidence our juſtification before 
men. Therefore where it is written; But unto Hin 
that worketh not, but belteveth in him that juſtificth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 
5. it is not intended to characterize and deſcribe the 


juſtified perſon, as lazy, ſlothful, and unwilling to 


work, or rebellious and refractory, refuſing obedi- 
ence to the commands of Gop; but to repreſent 
him as an humbled ſinner, who, being convinced 
of his natural inability to work out his own righ- 
teouſneſs by the law, and ſeeing all his endeavours 
to obey the law fall ſhort of righteoufneſs, is ſaid, 
in a law-ſenſe, not to work; becauſe he doth not 
work ſo as to anſwer the purpoſe and end of the 
law, which accepts of nothing leſs than perfect 
obedience, And, as Pareus rightly interprets this 
paſſage, when the ungodly are ſaid to be juſtified, 
that character deſcribes not the temper and frame 
of their hearts and lives after their juſtification ; but 
= it was before : not as it leaves, but as it found 
mem. 

What then can be the hope of the unbeliever ? 
who by nature is blind and ignorant, and yet re- 
fules CHRIST, who comes to open his underſtand- 
Ing with heavenly light and wiſdom, who is con- 
demned by the terrible ſentence of the law to eter- 
tal wrath, and yet rejets CHRIST, who renders 
to him complete and perfect righteouſneſs, who is 
wiolly polluted and plunged into original and ac- 
tual pollutions of nature and practice; yet will 
hare none of CHRIST, who would become ſancti- 
ncation to him. Who is oppreſſed in ſoul and 


body, with the deplorable effects and miſeries fin 
hath 
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hath brought upon him; yet is ſo in love with his WW cer: 
bondage, that he will neither accept CHRIST, nor beli 
the redemption he has wrought for ſinners. gras 
It is to theſe CHrIsT applies himſelf ſaying : ju WM id 
will not come unto me, that you may have life, John v. ii. 
40. according as it had been foretold, Al they thit I 
Hate me, love death, Prov. viii. 36. Sinners are ſo in- M wit! 
fatuated, that, though they are to burn, and {in WM frm 
kindles everlaſting flames, they will fin. And WM lutic 
though they cannot think of damnation without WW pen 
horror, and are loth to periſh everlaſtingly, yet they Never 
careſs fin with pleaſure, and flee from CHRIST, who WM and 
only can, and would, deliver them from eternal can 
miſery, | V 
On the contrary, if CarisT, with all his bene- r 
fits, be made ours by Gop's ſpecial application, WM dau 
happy ſhall we be in the day of our converſion. r be 
That is the day, in which falvation comes to our 
houſe, when we take CHRIST into our hearts, and 
troops of his graces enter with him, the leaſt of 
which is greater than all the world can afford. 
After all, ſhould this doctrine awaken a fin-lick 
foul, and prevail with him to aſk ſeriouſly, what me- 
thod he is to take to ſecure that redemption and fal- 


vation, which CHRIsT hath procured for his peo- 
ple? He muft know that it is to be ſought in the © pre 
way of repentance towards GoD, and of faith in or © ov; 
Lord JE sus CHRIST. A doctrine, which the“ ho! 
apoſtles preached, and which no man dare to change; to 
but at the peri! of his own ſoul, and of theirs that“ his 
truſt in him.  W*© 
It is not enough to be convinced of our own gui © hol 
and condemnation, and of our own inability toe“ the 
cover ourſelves, we muſt feel that conviction jc“ hea 


more deeply, and impreſs it with greater weig © wh 
upon our Bus. We muſt acknowledge that V 


have undome ins army by actual ſin, and that in ,, and 
ſelves is not our help found. We muſt ſolemnly, 8 purt 


cere: 
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cerely and expreſly give up all /elf-dependance, and 
believe that we owe our ſalvation entirely 1 the free 
grace of GOD, and that, as ſinners, we are wretched, 
; jou Wil and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, Rev. 
NV. m. 17. 
that In IJ abject ſtate we muſt apply to CHRIS 
) in- WM with a deep abhorrence of our former ſins, and a 
| fin frm reſolution of forſaking them; forming that reſo- 
And lution in the ſtrength of his grace, and fixing our de- 
nout WM pendance on him for our acceptance with Gop, 
they even while we are purpoſing to do our very beſt, 
who Wl and when we have actually done the beft we ever 
ral Wi can do, in conſequence of that holy reſolution. 
When we thus apply to CHRIST, let us not ſay in 
ene- Wl ar heart, who fhall aſcend into heaven to bring him 
ion, Wi dun to us? or, who ſhall raiſe us up thither to preſent 
ion. Wi us before him? For, the bleſſed JzsUs by whom all 
our Wi things conſiſt, Col. i. 17. is not far from every one of us, 
and Acts xvii. 27. And he has made a ſpecial promiſe, - 
t of WM which cannot fail, that he will be preſent wherever 
* tus or three are met together in his name, Matt. xviii. 
e 20. 
me- © Would you therefore, O finner ! deſire to be 
{al-W © ſaved ? fays a pious writer: go to the Saviour. 
vc0- “ Would you defire to be delivered? look to that 
the Wl great deliverer: and though you would be ſo 
0 ll © overwhelmed with guilt and ſhame, and fear and 
th{ Bi © horror, that you ſhould be incapable of ſpeaking 
12 to him, fall down in this ſpeechleſs confuſion at 
that“ his feet, and behald him as the lamb of Gob, that 
© taketh away the ſins of the world, John 1. 29. Be- 
* hold him with an attentive eye, and ſay, whether 
* the fight does not touch and even melt thy very 
* heart ! Doſt thou not feel, what a fooliſh and 
„hat a wretched creature thou haſt been; that 
for the ſake of ſuch low and ſordid gratifications. 
"and intereſts, as thoſe, which thou haſt been 
* purſuing, thou ſhouldſt thus kill the prince of —_— 
ö 2 GG oma e- 
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*© —Behold the deep wounds, which he bore fe 
„ thee, look on him, whom thou haſt pierced, and ſure 
thou muſt mourn; unleſs thy heart be hardene 
into ſtone." Which of thy paſt fins can'ſt thay 
reflect upon, and ſay, for this it was worth ny 
while, thus to have injured my Saviour, and 9 
© have expoſed the Son of Gop to ſuch ſuffering? 
And what future temptations can ariſe ſo confide- 
rable, that thou ſhould'ſt ſay, for the ſake of this 
« / will cruciſy ny Lord again, Heb. vi. 5.” 

The ſinner muſt repent of every fin, and mu 
forſake it effectually, at the foot of the croſs. He 
muſt ſacrifice every luſt, even his moſt darling ſin; 
though it ſhould be as dear to him, as his right 
hand or his right eye. Therefore, in our enquii 
after ſalvation, we are led to that altar, -on which 
CHRIST ' himſelf was ſacrificed for us. He muſt 200 
yield up himſelf to GoD, as one alive from the dead: 
becauſe we were not redeemed with corruptible- things, 
as ſikver and gold; but with the precious bload of tht 
Sen of Gor, that lamb without blemiſh, and without 
bot, 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. 

He muſt not only purpoſe, but he muſt do, 2 
one thoroughly convinced of the evil of fin, aud 
of the neceſſity and excellence of holineſs. Fe: 
this end, he mult believe in him, whom Gop hath ſer! 
This is the firſt great work of GOD. He muſt com- 
mit his ſou! into the hands of CHRIST, to be fave 
by him in his appointed method of ſalvation. And 
this is the great a? of ſaving faith. He muſt not 
apply himſelf immediately to Gop, as abſolute! 
or in himſelf confidered, in the neglect of a medi- 
tor. To pay no regard to the Son, whom the Fs. 
ther hath appointed to bring ſinners unto him, is 1! 
acceptable to Gop, nor ſafe for ſinful man. 5 
man can tame unto the Father but by the Son ISC 
. CunasT, John xiv. 6. 
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We, therefore, muſt apply immediately to our 


lorious redeemer, juſt as we are, with all our fins 


bout us. It is in vain to tarry, till we are made 
ghteous and holy; far that cannot poſſibly be done 
ithout him; no more than we can hope to reco- 
xr health, by deferring our application to a phy- 


Clan. 


Go to him, juſt as thou art, O ſinner ! and ſay 


nto him, ** Blefſed IEsus, though I acknowledge 


* myſelf one of the moſt ſinful creatures that ever 
fell proſtrate before thee, I am come according 
to thy invitation and promiſe, came unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, J am come, becauſe thou haſt declared moſt 
* 5raciouſly, him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wiſe caft out, O Lord! help me, and ſave me, 
or I ſhall be ruined for ever through my own fault, 
For, I have broken the law of my Gop. I have 
deſerved condemnation and wrath; and I am, 
'even at this moment, under ſentence of everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction: a deſtruction, which will be ag- 
gravated by all the contempt, which I have caſt 
upon thee, O thou bleeding /amb of Gop. For 
| confeſs, that I have moſt baſely and ungrate- 
fully wronged thee, under the character of a ſa- 
viour, as well as of a Lord. I have been fooliſh 
enough to attempt to be my own ſaviour; but 
it will not do. I am convinced that there is no 
(alvation but through thy righteouſneſs. There- 
fore I renounce all help but in thee my redeemer. 
look unto thee, bleſſed JesUs, and on thee, 
who art ſure and ſtedfaſt, do I defire to fix my 
anchor. On thee, as the only foundation I will 
duild my eternal hopes. To thy doctrine I ſub- 
mit: to thy atonement, obedience and interceſ- 
lion I truſt: and to thy dominion I yield and pay 
a willing, delightful ſubjection. In token of re- 
'verence and love 1 ifs ie San. I kiſs his feet 

and 


— 


— 


* 


214 Of Satis faction and Redemption. 


and his hands ſtretched upon the croſs. I adn; 
„ thee, my Saviour, and welcome thee with unut. 
< terable joy, to the throne in my heart. Aſceni 
< it, and reign there for ever. Subdue mine ene. 
mies, O Lord ! for they are thine alſo, and mak: 
& me thy faithful and zealous ſervant ; faith{u 
de to death, and zealous to eternity.” 

But it is not enough thus to utter words befor 
the Lord: this muſt be the language of the hear; 
and exemplified in a ſober, righteous, and godly 
life; following JEsus wherever he leads; with : 

croſs on our — whenever he commands u 
to take it up; and perſevering even unto death, ex- 
pecting the crown of life. 


AEX. 
Orthy is the lamb, O Lord, that was ſlain, 


to receive power, and wiſdom, and riches 
and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſling, 
For, thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to Gov 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue 
and people, and nation. Blefling, honour, glory 
and power, be unto him, that fitteth upon th: 
throne, and unto the lamb for ever and ever. Le 
the contemplation of what thou haſt done and fit 
fered in my behalf, what thou haſt purchaſed to 
me, and what thou haſt delivered me from, ove! 
come all my corruptions, and make me to give m 
ſelf entirely unto thy ſervice: that being boug} 
with ſo high a price, the price of thy life, and 0 
thy precious blood, I may be wholly thine for ever 
my only redeemer and mediator. Therefore, t. 
him that is of power to eſtabliſh me, according t 
the goſpel, and the preaching of JesUs CHRIST 
according to the revelation of the myſtery, hic! 
was kept ſecret ſince the world began; but now 
made manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of the pro 


phets 
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adm hets, according to the commandment of the ever- 


ating GoD, made known to all nations, for the 


unut: 

For bedience of faith; to Go only wiſe, be glory, 
e ene. through JESUS CHRIST for ever. Amen. 

| make | 


aithful 
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made him free, he muſt now become a new crea- 
ture, 

A man muſt be born again, that is, born of the 
ſpirit of Gop, before he can be admitted into the 
kingdom of heaven. A birth not to be effected by 
nature; not depending upon fleſh and blood, and 
the will of man; but upon the will and power of 
GoD, who created us, and is the great Lord and 
giver of life. 

There muſt be a principle of life, and the ſeed of 
(30D: before ever we can be alive unto Gop, 
through JESUS CHRIST our Lord. CHRIS muſt 
dwell in our hearts; and we muſt live in him: we 
muſt have the ſame temper, mind, and conduct, 
Which was in CHRIST JESUs. By which a man jis 
lo faſhioned and formed, that he becomes quite 
another thing, from what he was before. 

Our natural depravation ſhews the extreme need 
of our ſpiritual regeneration. From our firſt birth 
we inherit nothing, but wrath : but, there's no ap- 
pearing before a juſt and holy God in the tattered 
garment of Ginful nature. We muſt have another, 
and a better life, to bring us into favour with in- 


fnite purity : we muſt be new made, or as the 


apoſtle 


this mighty redeemer hath heard his petition, and 
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apoſtle writes, created in CHRIST JESUS to prog h 
works, Nothing can avail without this eto bt; * 
neither circumciſion, nor uncircumciſion; no man- 8 
ner of external privileges nor ſervices; but the ny 
creature only. No, the moſt fair, civil and honeſt 
of the unregenerate, are no better than whited ſe- 
pulchres, corrupt trees, aliens, ſtrangers, and ene- thi 


mies. Even moral goodneſs itſelf may become a h 
bar to ſalvation, They, that are content with a 
fair reputation for their morality, ſeldom think of * 
repentance and regeneration, But none can be * 


heirs of glory, before they become children of grace: h 
neither can any be children, except they be born: wy 


nor grow upto eternal life; who have not paſted in, 
through the gate of the new birth. 2 


Even the beſt natured people muſt have their na- A 
ture healed : and they have as much need to be con- 3 
verted, as they have to be ſaved. Except we re- ** 
pent and be converted, our faith is vain, there's no 
entrance for us into the kingdom of heaven. Grapes 
do not grow upon thorns : nor figs upon thifles. h 
Glory is not a ſudden new production: but it 1s =) 

race grown up to full maturity and perfection in | 

HRIST, Only the new man ſhall dwell in the new 


Jeruſalem. The heart of ſtone muſt be turned into 905 
a heart of flighh ; which is the work of Gop, and ha 


not of mere man; of that Gop alone, who can 
raiſe children to Abraham, out of ſtones: light out 
of darkneſs: beauty out of deformity : and can 
change wolves into lambs, and dead ſinners into 
living ſaints. 

This indeed is the main end of CHRIST's coming 
down from heaven; of the pardon purchaſes tor, 
and offered to us; of CHRIST's dominion in hea— 
ven, and of his ſending of the HoLy GnosT ; and 
this is the chief end of faith itſelf. For, wietier 
we conſider CHRIST living in his members; t 


whether we conſider the heavenly deſires of a ok 
um- 
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5 Wl humbled mind; this new creature is the fulfilling of 
05 ſuch deſires; the life of ſuch a member, and is, at 
once, the great evidence of our union with CHRIST, 

and of the ſincerity of our faith. | 

ſt In purſuing this intereſting ſubject, I will endea- 
e. your to be as clear and practical, as poſſible. For 
"Wl this end I will begin with the general character of 
© © Wl the new creature. 


He enters into himſelf with all humility, having firſt 

laid the foundation of the chriſtian building upon 
be that heart-breaking concern, that godly ſorrow, 
which attends the firſt awakenings out of a ftate of 
ſin, and brings the ſinner to the foot of the croſs for 


lied pardon, grace, and acceptance. 

This humble enquiry will convince him of his 
"*” Wl ſubordinate ſtation, and of his dependance upon the 
Lord his maker; which will lead him to know, that 
"©" WW be hath darken'd God's glory, diſturbed his govern- 
ment, abuſed his goodneſs, tired his patience, and 


provoked his juſtice, to exclude him from reſt and 
happineſs, by his ſins; by the perverſeneſs of his re- 
bellious heart, and by a licentious life. | 

It will then alſo diſpoſe him to ſee, that God's 
mercy is infinite: and thatJ=svs the Son of Gop has 
ſatisfied divine juſtice, and wrought a reconciliation 
between Gon and man. It will make him ſee him- 
ſelf leſs than the leaſt of Gop's mercies ; and fo put 
him in a way, wherein he receives the very leaft 
bleſſings with a grateful heart, and parts with it 
again, when Gop ſees fit, without murmuring or 
repining ; patiently waiting for the gifts of Gop's 
providence and grace; and quietly bearing the vi- 
lations of GoD's hand. It makes him conſider his 
natural endowments, wealth and influence, to be 


und the welfare of man. And, under this humi- 
** lation, he will be apt to eſteem others better than 
hun bmfelf; to feel. vanity and inſufficiency in every 
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thing; and to diſcover that there is no help for him, 
to get out of fin, and above the world, and to work 
out ſalvation, the eternal ſtate of holineſs and hap- 
pineſs, but in Gop's help and mercy. | 
Thus the 'new creature thinks and determines of 
himſelf. He regards himſelf, as a ſinner deſerving 
death, whom mercy only ſuffers to live and to 
hope. He regards himſelf, as a creature ſubject ty 
Gop's government, and as a ſinner in need of, and 
liable to, his correction: with, al obedience he ſub- 
mits to Gop's rule: with all patience and thank- 
fulneſs he endures his chaſtiſements. All that he 
hath, and is, he regards as. Gop's property, to be 
employed for his glory. He regards heaven, as a 
real treaſure; the delights of time, as a toy; and 
the devil, the world and the fleſh, as his adverſa- 
ries, oppoling, his entrance into life. He walks for- 
ward, under a ſaving fear, and with that circum- 
ſpection, as the hazardous and important circum- 
Nances which 3 to, here in the body, re- 
quire. Whoeyer gan ſay, this is the ſight and ſenſe 
I have of myſelf, and of the things preſent and 
eternal, he is aſſuredly a new creature. . 
His next ſtep is to prefer the care of bis foul to al 
other (conſiderations, Tho new creature having right- 
1y. eſtimated the value of himſelf and all things, he 
is called immediately to another employment, from 
what men naturally think of, and from what the in- 
tereſts of this life ſeem to demand. 
He makes a new and heavenly. uſe of life, anqF* '* | 
all things in it, and engages therein, after a pecu-i 
liar and reſerved manner. He is buſied in the f** 
thing needful ; to which he makes all other thing 
ſubſervient. All this actions move towards heaven "3 
and every action of his life is tinctured with, an 
bears the ſtamp. of eternity. His chief induſtry 1s 
by the grace of the Spirit, to ſubdue and mortify mort 
ettectually thoſe ſelfiſh, earthly and *carnal diſpo 


ſitions 
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tions, which corrupt nature hath given him, and 
to confirm and ſtrengthen thoſe gracious diſpoſiti- 
ons of the ſoul, which are neceſſary to qualify him 
for glory, Being born of the ſpirit, he ſeeketh thoſe 
things only, which belong to GoD, and his righte- 
u/neſs : as. he lives by faith, he is influenced more 
by thoſe things. he doth not ſee, than by what he 
does ſee; regarding life, as a pilgrimage ; like a 
ſtranger from his home, contending for the houſe, 
which is eternal; and minding no other thing, com- 
aratively, but how to become meet for this inhert» 
ance of the ſaints, 9 — 
The new birth admits of no delay or backward- 
eſs, He that is become a new creature, is ready to 
very good work z ready in mind, ready in ſpirit; not 
uy to be beund, hut to die alſs for the name of the Lord 
jesus. The new creature, hath the loins of his mind 
it up, for the heavenly work unto which he is 
alled, He doth. not put off Gop with promiſes, 
rhich he never intends to perform; nor doth he re- 
juſe preſent duty. He never loiters, nor grumbles, 
hen called by providence and duty. He does not 
preſumptuouſly dally with temptations ; nor parley 
ith his ſpicitual enemy. He makes haſte to keep 
gk commandments ; and his heart. abideth in 
i uty. 2 | + 5+ | 

In a word, the new creature is anew nature : but, as 
e do readily, and with willing forwardneſs, what- 
fer we do naturally; therefore, if the new nature 
e in us, We ſhall be ready to do the new work, 


ad, in our own way to heaven, we {hall be reſo- 


uely and briſkly carrying it on, both in ftriving 


W3ainit fin within, and without us, and in exerci- 


nz ourſelyes in all manner of good, gu 
We muſt not only be ready, and forward to duty; 
ut we muſt hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs. To 
"ow in the work of mortitying fin, and confirming 
ie power of godlineſs in the ſoul, he, who is a 
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new creature, will find an eager and continual de. WM .1 
fire. This our Lord himſelf calls hungering and 
thir/ting; to inform us, that as much as any perſon, 
who is hungry or thirſty, longs after, and craves 
meat and drink for- refreſhment ; even ſo doth the 
true Chriſtian defire freedom from ſin, and a more 
perfect renewal of his heart, in the ways of the 
goſpel. | | 

After this general character of the new creature; 
let us follow the ſtrong and adviſeable lines, in 
which the ſcripture paints this man of CHRisr, 
within and without, | 
We'll begin with the ſtate of his mind. Here we 
muſt, in a particular manner, view the under/tandiy, 
2will and affeftions, The firſt of theſe faculties of 
the ſoul enables us to think, apprehend and judge 
of the things, which lie within our reach : a ſecond 
determines and chooſes what hath appeared to be 
good and eligible, in the deciſion of the underſtand: 
ing: and the buſineſs of the affections is to ſpur and 
quicken us both to judge and chooſe, and alſo to 
carry our determinations into action. 

Theſe faculties ſuffered greatly, were perverted, 
and abuſed by the fall. But the new creature has, in 
ſome meaſure, recover'd their right uſe; and, by 
the operation of divine grace, they are reſtored tc 
their proper offices, For, 

The underſtanding of the new creature hath : 
peculiar and different apprehenſion, and forms ano 
ther ſort of judgment concerning all things, fro 
what the wnregenerate hath, or is apt to do. 
natural man (witneſs the apoſtle) receiveth not th 
things of the ſpirit of Gone for, they are fooliſh 
unto him; neither can he know them; becauſe they a 

ſpiritually diſcerned ; but he, that is ſpiritual, judgetb 
or diſcerneth all things, 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. Here 


a ſpirituality, an humble and heavenly tincture, ' 
2. 
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all the apprehenſions of the new creature whereas 
there is a carnal turn, a ſelf-ſufficiency and earthli- 
neſs in thoſe of the natural man. 

The new creature is poſſeſſed with an awful ap- 
prehenſion of the majefly of GoD : ſees and heartily 
approves of the eternal power and infinite wiſdom, 
by which the mighty Lord ruleth over all : conſiders 
him, in ſupreme ſovereignty, lifting up the ſword 
of unavoidable and exact juſtice over the univerſe, 
to conſtrain vice; and pouring out, with a bound- 
eſs, gracious hand, bleſſings and happineſs, to re- 
ward obedience. But that, which brings all the 
view of Gop home to him, is his peculiar appre- 
henſion of the divine preſence. He ſees him, who 
is inviſible. He ſees him filling all things; and he 
finds himſelf naked and open to God's eye, en- 
compaſſed by him behind and before, with the — 
ſecrets of his heart unfolded to him. He rejoicet 
in GoD's preſence with him; is careful above all 
things to improve it; and it is his only conſolation, 
that GoD is near him ; who is ſo able to cure all 
his diſeaſes, and to ſooth and ſanctify all his griefs. 

If the new creature employs his underſtanding in 
meditating upon CHRIST, he judges him to be the 
way, the truth, and the fe; admires his power and 
ability to ſave thoſe, that were loſt. Views with ſe- 
cret ſatisfaction the victories he hath gained for 
man, upon earth, and adores the gifts and graces, 
he now diſpenſes from his mediatorial throne in 
heaven : he conſiders him to be the Lord of all 
things, and the author of everlaſting ſalvation: and 
knowing the real want he hath of ſuch a teacher, 
Lord and Saviour, he fixes his eye upon him with 
loyal and obſequious regard. 


perſuaded of CHRISTT's fitneſs, every way, to effect 
the redemption of fallen man, his ſoul is drawn un- 
to him, and with a ſtrong faith, he cries out, my 
Lird, and my Gop ! 
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In like manner he retains a true ſenſe of the 
HoLy GHosT. For, being convinced of the per. 
verſe inclination of his own nature, and of his own 
inſufficiency to attain the leaſt degree of purity 
heart, without which he cannot ſee Gop; he ap- 
prehends the neceſſity he has of this divine illumins- 
tor, guide, and comforter ; he regards him as th 
Lord and giver of life : he approves with wonder and 
thankfulneſs his inviſible agency upon the ſouls of 
men: he admires his fitneſs for thoſe offices, 2 
 Gop ; and blefſes his condeſcention, that he ſhould 
prepare himſelf a temple in the hearts of polluted 
creatures. = 

When he looks upon ſm; he judges of it, 2. 
that, which defiles the majeſty of heaven ; and would 
dare to attempt his throne : as what perverts all the 
gracious contrivances of infinite wiſdom, neither 
fuffering the maker to inherit his glory, nor the 
thing made, to proſper and be happy: he ſees di- 
vine purity abominating it, and divine juſtice abuſed 
by it; juſtice moſt righteouſly lighting upon it, with 
inexorable vengeance, and mercy, only infinite, ca- 
pable of forgiving it. He fees a troop of the mol! 
deform'd monſters couched under every act of ſin 
and miſery, following upon its heels. He views t 
with ſelf reproach, not able to expreſs the loath- 
ſom ſight he is, in his own eyes; and he acknow- 
ledges the juſtice and equity of thoſe puniſhments, 
which GoDd inflicts for it, either in this world, or in 
a future ſtate, 

In regard to God's laws. The new creature read: 
therein the undoubted duty of man to GoD : ap- 
proves the purity of ſoul it enjoins, and loves it, 
becauſe it is holy, ju/?, and good. 

He looks upon God's providence in the particular 
and fatherly government exerciſed towards himlel!, 
with a peculiar and ſubmiſſive regard. He ackno®- 
ledges the love of the divine hand, that diſpenſet 
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both puniſhments and rewards. He is confirmed irt 
an opinion, that his ſoul is God's ſpecial care: 
while with grateful wonder, he reflects upon God's 
forbearance and gentleneſs towards him, upon the 
wiſe and ſtrange means Gop has uſed with him, to 
bring him to a juſt ſenſe of his duty; upon the kind 
diſappointments, and the moſt inviting encourage- 
ments he hath met with from him : and upon the 
long and watchful diſcipline, which an affectionate 
Providence hath exerciſed over him. 


Reflecting upon death, the natural's terror, he 


not ſtartled, but reverenceth it; becauſe it is the 
ſentence of the moſt High, againſt arebellious world; 
and he acquieices in it, as the meſſenger of life and 


of eternal liberty. He wiſhes to be more reconci- 


led to it; yea, even to long for its approach, 10 be 
delved : waiting with faith, that through the gate 
of death he ſhall be brought to the houſe appointed for all 
wing; Job. xxx. 23. And as every advancing day 
brings it nearer, he feels the impreſhon more inte- 
reſting, time more valuable, and life continually 
growing more vain and irkſome. . 
When he looks up to heaven, all his ſoul cries 
within him, peaceful dwelling ! where all the fa- 
mily of love meet and abide, in the beatific viſion. 
Eternal houſe ! which is not to be deſtroyed. Whoſe 
treaſure never corrupts ; whoſe pleaſures laſt for 
evermore, On the contrary, defect, decay, un- 
certainty and unfitneſs are evidently ſtampt upon 
all earthly grandeur, wealth and pleaſure in his ap- 
prehenſions of them. | | 
Hell, that ſtate of darkneſs and miſery provided 
by infinite juſtice, and a righteous vengeance for 
tie puniſhment of ſinners, he abhors ; and learns, 
rom his apprehenſions of its horrors, more deteſ- 
ably to hate that ſin, which forces the father of 
al mercies, ſo fearfully to correct, and ſo infi- 
nitely to puniſh that creature whom Gop created 
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to be crowned with glory and worſhip. He diſco. 
vers the danger; dreads the fall, and ſuſpects his 
own ſteps; which by one ſlip might ſend him into 
an abyſs of miſery, which has no end. 

Thus the new creature exerciſeth his underſtanding 
about theſe important things. His apprehenſions are 
humble, near, and enduring: not a ſudden heat, 
caught up upon occaſions. They are the very prin- 
Ciples, which direct the whole courſe of the new 
creature, determining his choice, and influencing his 
hopes and fears. 

Such due apprehenſions in the under/landing, na- 
turally influence the choice of the will; and, con- 
ſequently, prove themſelves to be right and juſt, by 
the power they have to engage the heart. 

The new creature prefers GoD to the world. He 
goes over to God, thro' CHRIST, with the full bent 
of his will, and can find happineſs no where elſe. Let 
him have Gop, and he is ſolicitous for nothing be- 
fide. He is jealous over himſelf, leſt Gop in all 
things ſhould not be preferred, watching with all 
diligence, that his heart be not ſeduced, and caſt- 
ing out with indignation that luſt, which would be 
ſetting up an intereſt within him againſt his hea- 
venly father. In a word, he is ſo thoroughly con- 
vinced of the juſtice of Gop's claim in him; and 
from experience, as well as promiſe, he ſo clearly 
diſcovers, that happineſs directs him this way, as, 
with all his heart, to prefer ſpiritual to ſenſual gra- 
tifications ; an eternal Gop to a periſhing and wick- 
ed world. 

In regard to obedience ; he refuſes his own pleaſure, 
and determines to obey Gop's will, with a hearty 
conſent. He watches the evil motions of his heart, 
and ftrives with earneſt deſire to oppoſe them. He 
would bring every thought to the obedience of CHRIST. 
He will ſeek the Lord in his worſhip ; in the admi- 


niſtration of his word and ſacraments, and 1 
thoſe 
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thoſe needful means, in which Gop has promiſed to 
meet his creature man; and whoſe uſe is ordained 
to exerciſe and ſtrengthen the ſoul in grace. 

We muſt alſo be renewed in our Sections; thoſe 
ſenſible motions, with greater or leſs activity, riſe 
up in us, concerning every thing, which is the ob- 
ject of our rages oh ſo that their office is to put 
the ſoul upon action. Theſe affections are called 
lwve and hatred, hope and fear, joy and forraw, which 
in the new creature are employed upon very different 
objects, than in the unregenerate. 

Love is the predominant paſſion; it leads and 
rules all the other affections. The love of a re- 
newed ſoul is fixt upon Gop the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, and upon doing good to all mankind. 
In God he ſees all that can engage his heart; all 
that is worthy and excellent, lovely and deſireable. 
Here he reſts his foot, whilſt he ſends up continu- 


ally the warmeſt deſires of his ſoul. He gives his | 


whole heart to CHR1sT, and becomes his ſpouſe; 
and he acknowledges and entertains the higheſt af- 
fection of the HoLy GHosT, the ſanctifier and 
comforter of his ſoul ; becauſe he finds him to be 
the author of his ſpiritual life, and is aſſured by 
his influence, he ſhall grow in grace and in favour 
with Gop for ever. In regard to men; the new 
creature's heart is open to take in the whole world ; 
its pity extends to ſinners wherever diſperſed and 
diſtreſſed. But a peculiar tenderneſs of eſteem and 
love riſes in his ſoul for the children of Gop, be they 
high or low, rich 'or poor, learned or ignorant : 
have they been enemies, or do they differ in opinion, 
the heart that loves Gop will love them alſo. 

This love of the ſaints is an infallible ſign of 
true regeneration, and of the true love of Gop ; 
when a man loveth another heartily, purely becauſe 
he ſeeth in him manifeſt ſigns and proofs of true 
and unfeigned godlineſs. Me know that we are tran- 
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ſlated from death to life, becauſe we love the brethren, 
.. faith the beloved diſciple of JEsus: and CHRIST 
has ſet this mark upon his ſervants; by this ſhall al 
_ know, that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one au- 
Fer. 

Where love is renew'd, there hatred will be nab 
alſo. He finds a deep diſpleaſure ariſe in him againſt 
fin, and every way thereof. He hateth the very 
garment that is ſpotted with fin. He abominates 
the corruption of his nature, and the reſidue of luſt, 
which abides within him. He hates fin in others, 
and abſents from the company of ſinners, with a 
depart ” ay me ye wicked, I will keep the commandments 
of my God. He ſhews no leſs diſlike to all that looks 
ike ſin; to all temptations, that lead to it; and eſ- 
pecially to that leading corruption of his heart, 
which ſo continually beſets him. 

As to his hopes and fears : his hopes ſoar above al 
Jower expectations. Nothing leſs than eternity, 
the enjoyment of GoD and CHRIST for ever, and 
the attainment of perfect holineſs, are ſufficient to 
engage this affection. And his fears are of that 
peculiar kind, they center not in natural objects. 
He has always Gop's kingdom, the ſtate of his own 
foul, and his neighbours good in his view. His 
ſoul takes the alarm, if he hath made the leaſt ſtep 
towards hindring his ſalvation, If he doth but 
ſuſpect, that he is out of the way of it, he 1 
afraid. He fears leaſt the enemy of his ſoul ſhould 
take advantage of him. He fears leaſt he ſhou!d 
diſhonour God, hinder the advancement of CHR15T's 
kingdom, or give offence to the weak. He fears 
giving pain and grief to others. He fears uſing the 
extent of allowed freedom, that he may not damage 
himſelf, or his neighbour. 

The affections of jey and ſorrow renewed are thus 
ſeen. When he walks under the comfortable com- 


- munication of the divine preſence he rejoiceth : * 
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he mourns with a diſconſolate grief, when God hi- 
deth the light of his countenance from him. He 
rejoiceth in the fitneſs, ſufficiency and willingneſs of 
the Redeemer to ſupply his preſent and eternal wants: 
he ſorrows in the deplorable views he hath of his 
maſter's kingdom trod under foot, and of the blood 
and grace of CHRIST vilely caſt away on obſtinate 
and impenitent finners. He reviews the mighty 
work of converſion and ſanctification wrought upon 


him, and rejoiceth with all grateful joy. He turns 


back upon his paſt iniquities : he turns in upon his 
remaining corruption and mourns. Thus it may 


be concluded, old things, the corrupt affections, are 


paſt away ; behold all things are became new. a 

Here then we have a change moſt marvelous: and 
great reaſon to fear and tremble before the almighty 
potter, who hath power to make us veſſels of ho- 
nour or diſhonour, according to his good pleaſure. 
And whatever any one has better than others, let 
him own it for a plant of our heavenly father's 
planting ; walk humbly before him ; and give him 
all the glory. 

Let us admire and magnify his free grace, and 
diſtinguiſhing love: and wait upon our GoD conti- 
nually, to perfect the work of his own hand upon 
us. Yea, even in the worlſt caſe, let us not deſpair 
of his help, who plucks brands out of the fire; and 
brings even publicans and harlots to the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Therefore, it is to ſome purpoſe, even for the 
very chief of ſinners, to proſtrate and to bemoan 
their caſe before him, and to beg for bis ſaving 
mercy. For, tho' they cannot be ſaved till renew- 
ed; yet how ſoon can he make them quite other 
things. Let us extol his grace and praiſe his name, 
that brings ſuch good out of evil, as ſince the fall 
of man, to ſet us up upon ſurer terms, and in better 
hands. For, where Adam could not keep that 

L 6 where- 
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wherewith he was truſted, each of us may ſay, with 
the apoſtle, I know whom 1 have believed; 1 am per- 
ſuaded, that he is able to keep that, which I have com- 
mitted to him, againſt that day. And in this good work 
begun in us, he has given us a pledge of his ever- 
laſting love to us: making us confident, that now 
our life ſpiritual ſhall grow up to the bleſſed life 
eternal, 


THE PRAYER. 


O Righteous God ! I am, by nature, unclean: 
lying in my blood, and not only far gone, but 
dead in my fins: ſo that I require to be wholly 
changed, and quite renewed before I can have any 
hope in thy ſalvation. O give me a new life, a 
new heart, and a new ſpirit : and ſo make me, every 
way, a new creature. New frame and faſhion me 
by the powerful operation of thy ſpirit : that I may 
not only make a fair appearance to the world; but 
that I may be ſuch a one as is approved by the Lord, 
' Yea grant, I beſeech thee, that my inner man may 
be renewed, not only for once, but day by day, till I 
become perfect in CHrIsT JEsUs, thro' whoſe me- 


rits, and in whoſe name I adore thy goodneſs, and 


ſeek for regeneration and ſalvation. Amen. 


r. VII. 


Of the Law of Faith, by which Sinners are 
juſtified. 


H E doctrine of faith, has at all times been 

ſo much embarraſſed by private opinions and 
miſinterpretations, that we find the apoſtle to the 
Romans handling it profeſſedly, to deliver thoſe con- 
verts from the corrupt no:icns they had . 
: about 
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about it, in the infancy of the chriſtian church. In 
the third chapter, treating of the corruption of 
mankind, he proves that both the Jew and Gentile 
world, having broken the moral law, and thereby 
found guilty before Gop, were abſolutely incapa- 
ble of ever attaining inherent legal righteouſneſs, 
Becauſe no ſinner, that has broken the moral law, 
can be juſtified by that law, whoſe condition or 
covenant requires perfect uninterrupted obedience in 
thought, word and deed.—Its ſtyle and language 
is—Do this, and thou ſhalt live. — F thou —— tho 
ſhalt ſurely die. Under this law there is no provi- 
fion made for pardon. It knows nothing of mercy : 
and calls aloud for juſtice againſt the — 

Thus every mouth was ſtopped and became guilty 
before Gop; and no fleſh could be juſtified in his 
ſight by the deeds of the law. But now the righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop without the law, is manifeſted in 
the covenant of grace, in which the honour and 
dignity of the moral law is ſecured, and a wonder- 
ful way is revealed, whereby the {inner may be 
pardoned, and infinite juſtice may be glorified in 
ſhewing him mercy. And in this way of juſtifying 
linners thro* the 4 hteouſneſs of the Lord IEsus 
CHRIST, the acrifice of the covenant of grace, 
Gop the father proves himſelf to be juſt, and the 
juſtifier of him, who is of the faith of Jzsvus. 
He vindicates his juſtice and the honour of his law ; 
and, theſe being ſecured, he then can juſtify him 
that is ungodly, if he believe in JEsvs : for, then 
his faith will be imputed unto him for righteouſ- 
neſs. 

This is the doctrine of juftifying grace, as re- 
vealed in the goſpel. But it is ſo contrary to the 
pride of human nature, that we frequently hear ſin- 
ners, even ſuch as are ſorry for their fins, wonder- 
ing how Gop fhould juſtify ſinners by his free 
grace, without any of their works and merit, and 
ready 
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ready to aſk, what, muſt I do nothing towards my 
juſtification ? The goſpel anſwereth, No. Man can 


do nothing; becauſe while our fins are unpardon- be 
ed, we are under ſentence of death. We are dead lo 
in law, by the moral law, and we can no more do 4 
any act that is good and valid in the court of hea- ' 
ven, than a condemned criminal can do any ac A 
that is good and valid in a court of human juſtice, 
What ! ſays proud nature, can't I work out and 1 


merit ſome part of my juſtification? No, ſays the If 
oſpel, none at all. The covenant of grace gives 
all the glory to Gop, that it 3 cut off all boaſt- 1 
ing from man: for, if Gop juſtifies ſinners freely by 
faith without any works, where is boaſting then f 
faith the apoſtle? Man would have room to boaſt, N 
if he was juſtified wholly by his own works, or 
partly by faith, and partly by his works : but fince G 
he is juſtified entirely by free grace, through faith fu 
in the righteouſneſs of another, all boaſting is ex- 


cluded. By what law ? By the law of works ? No, * 
by the works of the law ſhall no ficfh be juſtified, 8 
and therefore no fleſh can boaſt: for, how abſurd Mp 
would it be to boaſt of the works of that law, 7 
which brings ſinners in guilty and condemns them! 
But all boaſting is excluded by the Jaw of faith : for in 
faith receives juſtification freely from IE Sus CHRIST, os 
without any works or merit of man, and therefore oy 


is obliged to give all the glory to Gop. Under this 
law we now live, and by it only can we be ſaved. 
By this faith we are enabled to repair the breach, c 
which infidelity and tranſgreſſion had made between 
Gop and man, and to join man to Gop in die 
ſubjection, as he was in, at his firſt creation. 99 
that it is, as it were, the hand, whereby man. be- 
ing before ſeperated from Gop, doth lay hold on 
him again, by believing his promiſes, and by placing 
all his truſt and confidence in him. 


But 


Jut 
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be any thing available to our ſalvation, we muſt al- 
ſo have perfect holineſs: a quality, which no body 
is able to attain unto, by his own ſtrength and wiſ- 
dom. , Becauſe, man in the very moment of his 
tranſgreſſion, becomes guilty of eternal death, and 
ſo being once dead, he cannot raiſe himſelf up 


again, or make himſelf capable of holineſs, much 


leſs work it fully and perfectly in himſelf.— Again, 
If it be owing to the patience and long:- ſuffering 
of GoD, that man is not utterly deſtroyed and 
brought to nought by the anger of Gor, immedi- 
ately as ſoon as he tranſgreſſeth; but that he is ſuf- 
fered to live, and to be capzble of holineſs ; yet it 
is impoſſible to ſhake off that original fin, which is 
inherent to his nature, or yet to fulfil the law of 
Gop by actual obedience; both which are need- 
ful for perfect holineſs. Or, finally, ſuppoſe a 
man able not only to do away his own fin, which 
he has committed ; but to recover his original in- 
tegrity ; yet this would not be ſufficient for his eter- 
nal ſalvation ; becauſe he would be as like to fall 
away again from GoD, as he was before. 

So that before man can be joined again to Gop 
in happineſs, he muſt do four things, none of which 
can be done by any man himſelf, or by any crea- 
ture for him. | 

(1.) He muſt ſuffer eternal death to ſatisfy the 
juſtice of God for his ſin already committed: but 
he that ſuffers eternal death, cannot live with Gop 
in happineſs for ever. 

(2.) He muſt be able to change his own nature 
entirely; to create in himſelf a new heart, a new 
mind, a new will, and a new man: Which is pure- 


Iy the work of Gop alone. 


(3.) He muſt be in a capacity to perform abſo- 
lute and perfect obedience to the law of Gop. 


(4. 


But before faith can either join us to Gop, or 
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(4.) He muſt be able to continue in that obe. 
dience for ever. 

What then ſhall man do to pleaſe God, and to in- 
herit eternal life? Is there no means of ſalvation left 
for man? Can no way of performing theſe impoſſibili- 
ties be found out ? La Solomon and Achitophel aſſiſt 
us with their wiſdom and counſel: let Plato, Ariſ- 
totle, and tne moſc renowned Philoſophers, employ 
their natural wit and learning : and let even the 
divining ſpirits of the ſoothſayers lay their heads 
together, they will not be able to reſolve the firſt 
queſtion. They can't make that man to live in 
glory with Gop, who muſt die for ever. They 
muſt confeſs that death and life cannot be together, 
Here the utmoſt knowledge can but inform them, 
that man ſhall not die in his own perſon, but muſt 
get a ſubſtitute of his own nature, to ſatisfy Gop's 
Juſtice by his death. 

But where ſhall be found a ſubſtitute equal in 
nature and dignity to the man, that has ſinned ? 
Provided ſuch a one could be found, as one friend 
to lay down his life for another ; yet that death will 
not ſerve the turn, except he had more lives than 
one; becauſe he muſt firſt die for his own fin, 
before he could atone for and diſcharge the fins of 
another. 

I am ſenſible that there are ſome chriſtians, who 
flee to the merits of ſome holy man, to St. Peter and 
St. Paul, to the virgin Mary, &c. whole righteouſ- 
neſs they look upon to be ſufficient to obtain re- 
miſſion of fins, for as many as ſeek for their media- 
torſhip. But this is a damnable doctrine. There 
is but one mediator between Gop and man, the 
man CHRIS JEsUs. There is no merit or righ- 
teouſneſs, that can proceed from any of the ſons 
of Adam; no more than ſweet water can ſpring 
from a corrupt fountain. They are all conceived in 


In, and are children of wrath: and having nothing 
$0 
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o boaſt of, by the law of faith; no righteouſ- 
eſs of any ſaint, however highly favoured by Gop, 
can ſerve for himſelf, or juſtify Gop's juſtice for 
his own fin. The beſt of men, when they have 
done all they can, are unprofitable ſervants, and 
(for any help they can have by their own holineſs) in 
the ſame ſtate of eternal death, wherein the greateſt 
of ſinners are: and their greateſt righteouſneſs, of- 
fered in the name of merit, is no better than filthy 
rags, Much leſs can we find ſalvation or ranſom in 
the ſacrifice of brute creatures: for we are told ex- 
preſly, that fin is not to be purged by the blood of bulls 
and of goats, Heb. x. 4. Nor will Gop accept a 
thouſand of rams, as a ſufficient atonement for the fin of 
a man's foul, Mich. vi. 7. Our help is no better 
amongſt angels. They have no will of their own: 
they are bound to ſerve the Lord their maker, with 
all their ſtrength and power; and are not ſubject to 
the death, which is the wages of fin, and therefore 
not capable to ſatisfy God's juſtice for the fin of 
mankind. | 

Therefore, if no creature can be found to ſatisfy 
God's juſtice for the fin of man; ſhall we ſuppoſe, 
GoD will then fave man without taking any fatis- 
faction for his ſin, or, that he himſelf would be- 
come mediator ; ſince it hath been declared, that 
Gop has decreed the ſalvation of man? No, nei- 
ther of theſe ſuppoſitions are poſſible. If he accepts 
man to happineſs without ſatisfaction made to his 
juſtice ; then he would ceaſe to be juſt. Neither is 
it poſſible for Gop himſelf to make this ſatisfaction; 
becauſe fin cannot be imputed to the Godhead ; or 
if it could, Gop cannot die or ſuffer, much leſs 
ſuſtain the puniſhment of eternal death, due unto 
the fin of mankind. See! behold the wretched caſe 
of man, whom Gos himſelf in his own perſon can- 
not ſave, 


How- 
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However, the wiſdom of the Almighty joined t 
his mercy,, has found a way to ſave us miſerable 
ſinners, and at the ſame time to fatisfy: and eſtabliſh 
the divine juſtice : not by polluting the Godhead 
with the ſin of man; but by purging man from {fin 
by the infinite power of the godhcad : not by tran- 
ſlating ſin from man to Gob; but by making the 
nature of man able to bear its own burthen, by 
joining it to the nature of Gop: not by impairing 
his own: juſtice, but by puniſhing the ſin of man in 
a manner it deſerved; and yet not conſuming man 
in his wrath, but declaring, the endleſs riches of his 
mercy, in ſaving him. from death: that ſo we might 
have nothing to boaſt of; but that all the praiſe, 
glory and thankſgiving for our ſalvation redound to 
CoD, who is, the beginner, worker and finiſher; 
yea, the very means of it; and who, as he did in 
the beginning, without our help, create man in per- 

fect holineſs and happineſs, does now himſelf and 
by himſelf, -reſtore fallen man to perfect righte- 

ouſneſs, holineſs and eternal glory. | 

Therefore the only means, whereby Gop could 
reſtore man to his firſt eſtate, was, that he ſhould 
take the nature of man unto his own divine na- 
ture. In which nature, united to the godhead, he 
might be able to take upon him the guilt, and ſuf- 
fer the, puniſhment of fin. For this cauſe you have 
read, that GoD gave his only Son to be made man, 

and to die for our fins. Sce before p. 130, &c. 

By faith in this death of the Son of Gon, ſalva- 
tion is brought to mankind. Fon, it delivereth the 
ſinner from all manner of guilt of fin, whether ori- 

inal or actual; whether paſt, preſent or to come. 

1 as this mediator doth redeem us from 

death, and indue us with perfect righteouſneſs by 

his death; ſo by virtue of the holy Spirit, proceed- 


ing from the divine nature, the believer is dude 
altho 
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{altho* not at firſt) with perfect holineſs, and pre- 
ſerved for ever from falling from this ſtate. 
Having ſhewn what is the object of juſtifying 
faith, we may now collect the difference between a 
legal and evangelical faith : or between that faith 
wherewith Adam was endued in the ſtate of inno- 
cence, and that, which is found in the ſtate of re- 
generation, | FLU 
Both kinds are a truſt in Gop for happineſs, to 
be obtained by the means of perfect holineſs : but 
nan the firſt kind looketh directly on the Godhead, with- 
his WW out any mediation : the ſecond beholdeth the God- 
abt head, thro' the humanity of CHRIST, as thro' a 


ite, vail or covering : for man, being now polluted with 
10 fin, dares not look upon Gop without a mediator, , 
er; as he did before the fall. Secondly, evangelic faith 
in contains in it forgiveneſs of ſins; which was not in 
er- the firſt ſtate of man. Thirdly, the righteouſneſs, 
ind whereby legal faith ſeeketh happineſs, is natural to 
te- man, and inherent in the perſon of man, and is his 
own : but the righteouſneſs, which is by JrSsus 
ald CHRIST, is borrowed from another perſon. The 
1d firſt kind is preſumptuous, making a man truſt in 
la- himſelf: but the ſecond is humble, making the ſin- 
he ner renounce his own righteouſneſs, and to flee un- 
i- to CHRIST for righteouſneſs. The firſt kind re- 
ve lieth on the equity and juſtice of GoD, which re- 
n. wardeth the righteouſneſs of the creature with life: 
but the other kind fleeth to his love and mercy in 
CHRIST, which pardoneth and ſaveth a ſinner, Rem. 
eur. 5. | 
2 Legal faith only cannot juſtify a man; becauſe it 
e. is but one part of man's holineſs, diſtinguiſhed by 
m the name of a holy confidence or truſt : whereas 
7 there can be no juſtification, where there is not a 
- holy hope, love and fear ; a holineſs of the will and 
d if of the mind; of all the affections, and of the whole 


, nature and actions of man. So that if we ſhould 
| ſup- 
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poſe, that Adam did, in the very moment of fin. 
ing, and alſo after he had tranſgreſſed God's com- 
mandment, ſtill retain that part of holineſs, called a 
truſt in Gop; yet we could not think that he did 
continue in the ſtate of life, which is loſt by one 
ſin; and not kept by one part of holineſs. But 
evangelical faith, though it be in its own nature no 
more than the holineſs of one affection, namely of 
confidence, or truſt in Gop, as legal faith is, bring- 
eth with it perfect righteouſneſs or juſtice, making 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIsT's death belong to the 
believer. In which reſpect it is called juſtifying 
faith : not that this faith can exiſt without ſome mea- 
ſure of the other parts of holineſs, or entitle us to 
the poſſeſſion of eternal glory without perfect holi- 
neſs ; but that in the matter of our juſtification only 
faith hath ſuch force; infomuch that he, who be- 
lieveth in the laſt moment of his life (as the thief 
on the croſs, Luke xxiii. 42.) having neither time 
to do any good work, nor yet ſtrength to utter any 
one . word, or even almoſt to entertain a good 
thought, is as ſurely and as fully purged from all 
his ſins, as he, who has lived a thouſand years in 
the greateſt meaſure of faith, godlineſs, zeal, love, 
patience, ſobriety, chaſtity, humility, and all other 
ſpiritual graces attainable by man in this life. For, 
inherent holineſs (commonly called ſan#:fication) 
be it ever ſo great, cannot be perfect; and there- 
fore it is as little available for our juſtification, as 
if it were not at all, Imperfect holineſs is no more 
able to juſtify, than no holineſs; neither is there any 
regard paid to it in the affair of our juſtification, 
when we appear before the Lord our maker; tho 
there can be no ſalvation without ſanctification. 
Again: tho' this one part of man's holineſs ſhall 
ſerve for our juſtification, it does not follow, that 
we are ſaved by it, as a part of inherent holineſs : for 
faith doth not juſtify us, as it is a part of holineſs ; * 
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becauſe this affection (by the goodneſs of Gop, 
who has decreed man's ſalvation by this means) hath 
this natural property or quality to appropriate 
CuRISsT, with his righteouſneſs, to man. 

Laſtly, legal faith is eaſy to be had and attained 
unto by the ſuppoſition of perfect inherent holineſs; 
it being agreeable to natural reaſon to diſtinguiſh as 
the Gentiles did, between good and evil, and to 
diſcover that the puniſhment of death is due unto 
fin, and the reward of happineſs is appointed for 
ſtrict obedience. But evangelical faith is a ſuperna- 
tural affection, which is contrary to our natural diſ- 
poſition, and cannot be attained unto without the 
mighty operation of the ſpirit of Gop. 

Upon the whole : evangelical faith is a truſt in 
God's promiſes, offering ſalvation to as many as 
rely wholly on the mercy of Gop thro' CHRIS 
JEsus. Or, it is a dependance on CHRISH for 
happineſs, Or, it is a truſt or confidence in CHRIST 
whereby his death and the righteouſneſs ariſing 
therefrom, are imputed unto, or appropriated to the 
believer, 7 | | 

Having done with the ſeveral parts of theſe defini- 
tions: Jet us proceed to enquire more particularly 
(1.) into the true nature of faith, to what head it 
is to be referred ; whether it be a part of regene- 
ration and ſanctification, or ſomething different from 
them ? Secondly, what is the place and ſubject of 
it; wither it be ſeated in the mind, the will, or 
in the aſfections? wary + by what means it- may 
be wrought and attained ? Fourthly, by what ſigns 
and tokens it may be known ? Fifthly, whether it 
may be loſt ? Sixthly, how it hath the power to be 
able of itſelf to juſtify and to ſave us! 

Firſt, we are to remember that by regeneration 
and ſanctification, the new creature and recreated 
holineſs, the new man and holineſs ; we underſtand 
regenerate — or renewed holineſs: ſo that if 


faith be a part of the new man, it muſt alſo be a 
part 
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part of regeneration and of - holineſs ; or otherwiſe, 
if it be a part of man's holineſs, it is alſo a part of 
regeneration, iof the new man, and of the new 
creature. That it is a part of man's holineſs there 
is no doubt; | becauſe it is that holy affection, which 
ſhews that our heart relies upon GoD; and was 
found in Adam, conſequently it 1s a part of regene- 
ration and of the new man. For, tho' there is 
great difference between legal and evangelical faith, 
as touching the means of ſalvation; which in the 
former is the juſtice of Gop; and his mercy in the 
latter; yet both of them are to be referred to the 
ſame head of man's holineſs: legal faith being a 
part of the created holineſs of man, and evangeli- 
— of his regenerate: or re- created holi- 
nmeis. . N90 

Secondly, Here then we are inſtructed to find 
out the place or ſubject of faith: for, as it is no 
other than a holy affection of truſt, confidence and 
dependance upon (0D, it muſt be ſeated in the will 
ice 30 on, Deutch. 

Thirdly, In order to attain faith, we muſt en- 
deavour to gain a thorough knowledge of Goy's 
word, wherein we by the law: are ſhewn fin, death, 
and damnation, to bruiſe and wound the heart; and 
by the goſpel: we are taught faith, righteouſneſs, 
and falvation, to. bind up and heal the wounds, and 
to comfort a ſinner with pardon for his ſins ; with 
the means of grace, and with the hopes of glory. 
This knowledge muſt neceſſarily go before faith. 
for, the mind of man muſt be enlighten'd to fee th 
truth, before the heart and affections can love anc 
embrace it. Fhe attainment. of this knowledge. 5 
ordinarily made by the public miniſtry of G0D's 
word, and afincere meditation therein: yet neither 
faith, nor any other ſpiritual graces, come by vit- 
tue of the means, but by the power and work of 
God's ſpirit; without which it is impoſſible for 
| | : man 


| 
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iſe, an to underſtand, believe, and embrace the docs 
of ne of the goſpel. For, thus it is written, the 
ew Ml ratural man perceiveth not ibe things of: Gon; for they 
ere il (em foaliſbneſs unto him; neither can be percrive them; 


tecauſe they are ſpiritually - diſcerned, 1 Cor.: 11. I4. 
Was not this the caſe of the philoſophers and wiſe 
men at Athens, ho mocked Paul preaching the re- 
ſurrection of the dead? As xvii. 32. This alſo is 
the caſe in regard to the chief paints of the chriſ- 
the tian religion. For, who ſeeing or hearing of 
the Jesus the ſon of Mary, living in ſo low and mean 
the Na condition, and dying ſo ſhameful a death, as he 
» a (did upon the croſs, would either believe him to be 
eli- WM the eternal and omnipotent Gop by whom all things 
oli- MW were made; or, that he is able to ſave others, 'who 
did not fave himſelf from death? Or, what man 
ind Jeſteemed for his human wiſdom. and | knowledge, 
no MW would forſake all the joys, pleaſures, profits and advan- 
and Wl tazes of this preſent: world, and endure the ſor- 
vill Noos, reproaches, troublos, loſſes, dangers and 
nanifold croſſes, to which the righteous are ſub- 
en- ect in this life, in hope of a reward in heaven? 
»Ys did not the ſpirit of Go illuminate us with the 
th, Nye of faith, when reaſon. is dazzled, confounded, 
and and unable to lead us unto. the knowledge of Gon, 
eſs, Hand of his ſon. IE Sus CHRIS. Hence it is that 
and f many wiſe men after thr fleſh, not many noble, not 
i WM many rich are called to Jaith; but Gon bath choſen 
Ty. Ni and weak things to confaund the toiſe, 1 Cor. i. 
ch 27. Nor is this obſervation in the apoſtolic age leſs 
te WF applicable now. For CHRISSH himſelf ſpeaking of 
anc I theſe laſt days, ! aſketh this remarkable queſtion, 
nt ye that the ſon of "man when he cometh, ſhall find 
Ds WI ſaith upon the earth? Luke xviii. 18. and he gives 
ber WM the reaſon. for this doubtful interrogation in ano- 
V- ther place. Becauſe, ſaith he, iniquity ſhall abound, 
the lvs of many ſhall wax cold; inſomuch that unleſs 
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thoſe days were ſhorted, no fleſh ſhould be ſaved, Mat, 


XXIV. 12 22. 1 
The cauſe of this defect or difficulty of believiny 
is, (I.) to be aſcribed to the increaſe of ſin an 
iniquity : for the fins of all ages flow together int 
the laſt; as into a common fink : and (2.) to th: 
preſent ſtate of the church, unto which God doti we 
not reveal himſelf in theſe. laſt ages, ſo manifeſtly I pre 
and viſibly as he did in the firſt ages of the world, Ml tcl 
by apparitions of angels, by — and dreams, and 
by viſible forms and ſenſible voices, ſpeaking to h Ge 
miniſters and ſervants, as one man doth to another; MW {tz 
by oracles anſwering all queſtions, by tempor ! 
bleflings beſtowed on the faithful, by corporal pu- Nef 
niſhments laid on the wicked; by extraordinary g WM ©; 
of prophecy and immediate revelation, of ſpeaking WM 
ſtrange tongues, and working divers miracles. F and 
Gop did fo evidently manifeſt himſelf by thel: Her 
and ſuch like means, to the old world, that they, tun 
who did not believe his word, may be ſaid to, ''> - 
ſuch, as would not truſt to, or believe in their own WM "<1 
ſenſes. ' But, in theſe laſt ages, Gop having one: E 
revealed himſelf in his ſon and in the goſpel, (ufi-M beit 
ciently for the ſalvation of the elect, and in a man-. bis 
ner more fully. and clearly, than he ever did be- << 
fore, doth not any longer reveal himſelf by any «I £'*c 
the aforeſaid means: ſo that they, who won't be. with 
lieve, except they fee the power of Gop; not be. Pe 


ing able by human means to ſearch out ſpititui i ed 
things, look upon the Lord our maker with con: 8 
ree. 


tempt, and neither believe nor fear Goo. c 
- Therefore it behoves all that tender their o I. 


ſalvation, to be watchful in preſerving faith, ani "*Y 
alſo. diligent and careful in feeling for it. For ©! 
tho” all our endeavours cannot work faith in ov ** ab 
heart, without the bleſſing of Gop; yet it is in tit alter 
power of man to uſe the outward means of con =o 


veying it to his ſoul : and, if we thus draw nigh 
3 F 


Ly 
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Cop, he will draw nigh to us; he is always near 
at hand to help our infirmities, to deliver us out of 
temptation, and to eſtabliſh our faith, if we feek 
him in the way, he is to be found. And, when 
we are perſuaded that we have attain'd unto a true 
faving faith, let us not be high minded, but fear leaſt 
we be deceived with that common error, which 
prevails in ſuch men, who are not aſhamed to pro- 
fefs that they do, and always did truſt in CHRIST, 
and upon examination are found to be ignorant of 
Gor, and of his word, and not to have the leaſt 
ſhadow of faith in their hearts. 

In order therefore, to arrive at a true knowledge 
of this faith in us, there are certain ſigns, where- 
by it is to be diſcovered. 

Theſe ſigns are taken from the ſpiritual graces, 
and the ſeveral parts of holineſs, found in a rege- 
nerate man, which come from faith, as from a foun- 
tain or root ; and as certainly ſhew the fincerity of 
it, as ſweet water, and good fruit indicate the good- 
neſs of the ſpring and tree. 

He, that would enquire into the ſoundneſs of his 
faith, muſt therefore, examine into the fincerity of 
his knowledge, love, fear, reverence and obedi- 
ence, which he oweth to Gon. Where theſe 
graces abound, there the heart is truly repleniſhed 
with faith: on the contrary, if this. fruit doth not 
appear, ſuch a one's faith is not a living tree plant- 
ed by the rivers of God's bleſſings; but a dead 
ſock, having nothing but the outward form of a 
tree, 

If it be ask'd, whether this faith once attained, 
may be loſt? It is anſwer'd, That where it has been 
truly imprinted in the heart by the finger of Gon, 
!t abideth for ever. For, tho' it is ſubject to many 
alterations, in regard to its increaſe and decreaſe ; 
tho' it ſometimes ſeems to be dead at the root, fo 
as to yield little or no * yet, as the ſap and _= 

0 
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of a tree remain in the tree, when it ſeemeth dead 
and withered, during the winter, this faith or (jj. 
ritual life, remaineth hidden in the heart; and wi! 
diſcover itſelf in due time. The converſion of x 
man from infidelity to faith, worketh ſuch a total 
and ſtrange change in him, that he never more can 
fall into his former ſtate of unbelief. 
How comes it to paſs, that of all the ſpiritual 
races which are in the mind, will and affections of 
man, and of ail the parts of man's holineſs, this 
only ſhould have in it this wonderful virtue and 
power to apprehend CHRIST, and to make a man 
perfectly juſt before the judgment ſeat of CHrisT? 
And why not the true knowledge of Gon, un- 
feigned love, the fear of Gob, and a general holi- 
neſs of life and converſation, ſhould not as well jul- 


tify a man, as this one affection of truſt and con- © 
dence? To which it is anſwered from the whole * 
tenor of the goſpel, that this means of juſtitying * 
man by faith only, is the moſt effectual way to * 
glorify Gob, whole glory is the ultimate end of ll , 


his decrees and actions; for if man could be made 
righteous by his holineſs or love, he might impute 5 
his ſalvation to his own merit; for, perfect love de- & 
ſerveth love, and holineſs will demand life, as a jut 0 
debt. But truſt implieth an humble, loyal, and * 
dutiful ſubjection, acknowledging the unworthinch, 
baſeneſs, inſufficiency and weakneſs of man, and 


the mercy, goodneis, love, favour, bounty, truth, oy 
and power of God. Therefore the apoſtle to the .“ 
Romans having ask'd, what law, or means of falv:- .. a 
tion, taketh away all boaſting from man, and 0 > . 
giveth all the glory of our ſalvation to Gov'i-M .. | 
plies, not the Jaw of works, or inherent holin«: MF ©. c 
but the Jaw of faith. Of all the graces which ate 4 
in man, faith only is able to make him partaker e - 
CHRIST's death and righteouſneſs, and of ſaha- !. l 


tion. For, as a tenant enjoyeth his houſe and lands, 
no! 
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not becauſe he loveth, and fearcth his Lord, or be- 
cauſe of any inherent virtue he has to boaſt of, but 
only becauſe he depends upon his Lord, and fo pur- 
chaſeth unto him worſhip and honour, by relying 
himſelf wholly upon his love, favour, bounty, pow- 
er, riches. Sc. ſo is the caſe of man, in reſpect 
of his ſalvation 3 no grace, except our whole truſt 
in GoD, and on his mercy thro' CHRISVH, being able 
to convey unto us remiſhon of fins, and eternal life. 

Man hath nothing to do but to believe; and this 
too is the gift of Gop's free grace: for righteoul- 
nels is imputed to him, who worketh not, but be— 
lieveth, even as David allo deſcribeth the bleſſed- 
neſs of the man unto whom Gop imputeth righ- 
tcouſncls without works, ſaying, E:tied are they 
whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fins are 
covered : blefled is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute fin. And the apoſtle in his moſt ex- 
cellent aifcourſe at Antiach (Adds xii.) concludes with 
this application. Be it known unto you therefire, mn 
and brethren, that thro' this man is preached unto you the 
t:rerveneſs of fins, and by him all that belicve, are jujti- 


fied from all things, frem which ye could not be jujtificd 


ly the law of Moſes ; whether we confider it in its 
moral or ritual capacity: to that the juſtification of 
a ſinner is put wholly upon believing: as it is writ- 
ten, all that believe are juſtified. 

Thus alſo we are taught by the church of Z79- 
lard in her articles and homilies. "The eleventh an- 
ile expreſly declares, ** That we are accounted righ- 
* teous before God only for the merit of our Lord 
* and Saviour JESuSs ChRISYH by faith, and not 
for our own works or deſervings: wherefore that 
* we are juſtiſied by faith onNLY, is a moſt whole- 
* ſome doctrine, and very full of comfort.” 

The homily of juſtification informs us. T hat this 
* ſaying, that we be juſtified by faith ox Ly free- 
ly, and without works, is ſpoken. for to take 
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« away all merit of our own works, as being un. 
« able to deſerve our juſtification at God's hand, 
« and thereby molt plainly to expreſs the weakneſs 
&« of man, and the goodneſs of Gop; the great 
c infirmity of ourſelves, and the might and power 
c of GoD; the imperfection of our own works, 
« and the moſt abundant grace of our Saviour 
« CHRIsT, and therefore wholly to aſcribe the me- 
crit and deſerving of our juſtification unto CHRIST 
c only, and his moſt precious blood ſhedding. This 
e faith the holy ſcripture teacheth us is the ſtrong 
c rock and foundation of the chriſſian religion: this 
« doctrine all old and ancient authors of Caz15T's 
& church do approve ; this doctrine advanceth and 
c ſetteth forta the true glory of CHRIST, and 
« beateth down the vain glory of man: this, who- 
4 ſocver denieth, is not to be accounted for a 
cc chriſtian man, nor for a ſetter forth of CyrisT's 
ce glory; but for an adverſary to CHRIS and his goſ- 
t pel, and for a ſctter forth of man's vain glory,” and 
afterwards in the third part of the ſame homily we 
read, That the very true meaning of this propo- 
ce ſition or ſaying, we be juſtified by faith in CH RMI 
cc only, is this: we put our faith in CHRISTJ, that 
& we be juſtined by him onLY, that we be julti- 
« fied by God's free mercy, and the merits of 
c our Saviour CHRIST only, and by no virtue or 
good works of our own, that is in us, or that 
c we can be able to have, or to do, for to delerv: 
ec the ſame, CHRIST himſelf onLY being the cauſe 
“ meritorious thereof.“ 


THE PRAYER. 


Father of all mercies, and Gop of all com- 
fort, I am for ever bound to magnify ti: 
riches of thy grace, and the wonders of thy love to- 


wards ſinful man, that, when there was nothing . 
| ; 
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be expected but a fearful execution of thy fierce 
wrath and indignation, thou diſt open a way for 
my free juſtification, pardon and vation; by mak- 
ing me dead to the rigour of that Jaw, which pro- 
nounced the ſentence of death upon my foul, and 
by giving thy beloved ſon to be a curie for me, and 
a ſacrifice for my fins : grant that I may be truly 
ſenſible of this thy love towards mankind, and that 
my heart may ſincerely truſt to the moſt precious 
oblation of JesUs CHRIST, for my own juſtifica- 
non; beſceching thee to increaſe iny faith, and that 
I may be juſtified and reconciled to thee my Gop, 
thro* faith in the blood of the ſame JesUs CHRIST. 
Amen, 


Ca A FILE 
Of Aſſurance or Certainty of Salvation. 


HEY that are not ſenſible of their adoption, 

ought to be rouzed up to better ſentiments by 
the apoſtolic call,/Yhat know not your own ſelves ? 2 Cor. 
xiii. 5. Which upbraids them of ignorance, and 
"throws it upon them, as their own fault. For, the 
ſpirit of a man (if attentive) may know the things be- 
longing to a nan; Whether he be alive in CHRIST, or 
dead in ſin: whether he be ſincere in his faith and 
repentance, or plays the hypocrite, 

He that believes hath the witneſs in himſelf ; and may 
luoto that he hath eternal life : otherwiſe, the heirs of 
the promiſe could not have that ſtrong conſolation, of 
which the apoſtle writes in Hebrews vi. 18. It would 
be ſmall comfort, and poor conſolation, only to be- 
lieve in general the forgiveneſs of fins, and that we 
are in a good ſtate, from whence we may ſoon 
fall. But herein lies the ſtrength of our conſola- 

3 tion, 


* 
is 
I 
1 
1 


= 
— 4 — 


2 


. Üb oy — 
. 8 < 
_ - , * 
- — ——— = — _ — 


246 Of Aſſurance or Certainty of Salvation. 


tion, that we are the ſheep of CHRIST's fold, and 
ſo in his hands, that none ſhall pluck us our. 

This is even made one of the ends, why Gon' 
{pirit is given to his children: that they may have 
confidence, and be embolden'd to cry, Abba Father; 
ard to bear witneſs with their ſpirits, that they are the 
children of GOD. If there be no aſſurance to be had, 
wat meaneth that ſcripture, which informs us of 
the earneſt of the ſpirit in our hearts, 2 Cor. i. 21. and 
where believers are ſaid to know that CHRIST abideth 
in them, by the ſpirit, he hath given them, 1 John ii. 
ver. uit. And again, where it is commanded fo give 
tliligence to make our calling and election ſure, 2 Pet. i, 
IO. 

Let us, therefore, not hang at uncertainty, not 
be awed by that ſpirit of antichriſt, which is con- 
tinuaily at work to deprive belicvers of this, ſtrong 
conſolation, or knowledge, that, if we live in 
CuRlistr, we are ſure of the mercies of Gop, and 
that nothing can hurt us. Having a certain pro- 
miſe, we mult believe, in hope, even againſt hope, 
and even in ſpight of our ſins and fears. Tho' a 
man walks in darkneſs and has no light, yet Jet 
him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay himiſelf 
upon his Gor, who pardons iniquity, tranſgreſſion 
and fin, and accepts the undeſerving and the ill- 
deſerving; not for their ſakes, but for his o.-n. 

But tho' believers are well aſſured that their faith 
is well grounded, and are perſuaded that they have 
alrzady built on that foundation: there ſtill remains 
jome what to confirm them in the aſſurance that they 
have done ſo. We muſt not only believe, but we 
ought to have 2 ſufficient ground for our believing, 
that we have believed. For, as a pious and judi- 
cious writer obſerves, *The aſſurance of CHR15T 5 
« righteouſneſs is a direct act of faith, apprehenc- 
ing unputed righteouſneſs : but the evidence of 


our juſtification, we now ſpeak of, is the reflex 
| e light, 
O 
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1 « light, not by which we are juſtified ; but by 
"” « which we 4n2w, that we are juſtined.” 

The moſt effectual way to find out and to know 
this, is to look back and reflect upon our own 
hearts, and examine them concerning the actions 
and cogitations that have paſſed through there : a 
privilege peculiar to a rational Being, above all the 
other works in the creation. In this examination, 
if a man be convinced in his ſpirit of his own fin- 
ful tate and corruption, and that his fins expoſe 
him to God's wrath and to eternal damnation : if 
he be alſo convinced that there is no help for him 
in himſelf, by any thing that he can do to obtain 
pardon and forgiveneſs, and to eſcape the torments 
of hell: but that his reconciliation with heaven, 
and his deliverance from eternal puniſhment, is to 
be had thro' Jesus CHRIST alone: and if he has 
felt a ſecret perſuaſion in his heart, that God in 
CHRIST doth bear a love to him; and that his 


heart hath been inflamed towards Gop in love 


again, manifeſting itſelf in an unfeigned deſire to be 


1 obedient and ſubject to his will in all things, and 
K never to diſpleaſe him in any thing; he has a ſure 
oy ground to lay his believing, that he has believed 
n upon, or as the apoſtle and evangeliſt expreſſes it, 
. Hereby you may know, that you are of the truth, and 
may affure your heart theresf before Gop, 1 John 
F Il. 19. 
g Some perhaps may inadvertently imagine, that 
b this reflecting upon one's ſelf to find out a ground to 
lay his believing, that he hath believed upon, is a 
4 turning back from the covenant of grace, to the 
covenant of works, and ſo from CHRISH to him- 


l ſelf. Whence obſerve, that, if he ſhould look up- 
on theſe things in himſelf, and thereupon conclude, 

that becauſe he hath dine this, GoD hath accepted of 
him, and juſtified him, and will fave him ; and ſo 
make them the ground of his believing, this would 
M 4 be 
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be to turn back from the covenant of grace to the 


covenant of works, and from CHRIST to himſelf, — = 
But whoever looks upon theſe things in himſelf, | 
and thereupon only infers or concludes, that becau/; Ge 
_ theſe things are in his heart, CHRIS divells there by in 
faith, and therefore he is accepted of Gop, and ju- he 
{tihed, and ſhall certainly be ſaved ; and fo make eie 
them, not the ground, but the evidence of his be- pat 
lieving, or the ground of his believing, that he hath and 
believed, he thereby, neither turneth back from the if 
covenant of grace, to the covenant of works, nor | 
from CHRIST to himſelf, So that “ theſe things der 


«+ 1n-his heart being the daughters of faith, and the for 
offspring of CHRIST, tho' they cannot at firſt he 


produce, or bring forth their mother; yet they 28 
« may nouriſh her in time of need.“ to 
Mie may procecd, and we ſhall find in ourſelves xii 
other things to be evidences of our believing, or g00 
grounds to believe, that we are in the faith, or * 
have believed. For, there are ſeveral other effects ſou 
of faith, which if a man have in himſelf, he may ly 
look upon them to be real evidences, that he hath | 
truly believed. As, i | to | 


FirsT, when a man truly loves the word of Gon, oh 
and makes a right uſe of it, hungering and thir/ting * 


after it, as after the food of the ſoul; deſiring it at of 
all times, and delighting to exerciſe himſelf there- bot 
in conſtantly, or, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, day ol 
and night : receiving it as the word of Gop, and Cx 
not as the word of man : ſetting his heart, in the the 
time of hearing or reading it, as in Gop's preſence, of 


and being affected with it, as if ſpoken unto by the ful 
Lord himſelf ; being moſt affected with that miniſtry, if 


or with that portion of ſcripture which ſheweth him de 
his ſins, his own unworthineſs, and the neceſſity ol the 
a ſaviour : ſubmitting his reaſon and affections v9 the 
the revealed will and commandments of the Lord; * 


and W 
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and fixing . his heart thereon, as his chief comfort 
and ſupport in the time of affliction, 

SECONDLY, When a man truly loves the children of 
Gop, or all godly and religious people, purely and 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe, for the graces of Gop which 
he ſeeth in them: and when he delights in this fo- 
ciety and company, and makes them his only com- 
panions, ready to communicate to their neceſſities : 
and when he hath not the faith of CHRIST in reſpec? 
ef perſons, James ii. 1, 2. and Rom. xii. 16. 

THIRDLY, When a man's love extends to his 
very enemies, Matt. vi-14. by praying for them, and 
forgiving them their treſpaſſes againſt him. When 
he can bring himſelf into ſuch a temper of ſoul, 
as to forbear proſecution, when it 1s in his power 
to take vengeance upon them, 1 Pet. iii. 9. Rom. 
X11. 14. when he ſtrives to overcome their evil with 
goodneſs, being willing to help, and to relieve them 
in their diſtreſs, and to do them any good for their 
foul and body; and when he can freely and willing- 
ly acknowledge his enemy's juſt praiſe. 

But the moſt certain way to gain an aſſurance, is 
to ſeek after a renewed knmwledge, which is the firſt and 
chief part of God's glorious image in man; be- 
cauſe in the work of regeneration, the illumination 
of the mind, with the true knowledge of Gon, 
both hath the firſt place, and is the cauſe of all the 
reft of man's holineſs. Thus we are taught by 
Chgtsr himſelf, The light 7 the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy while body ſhall be full 
of light; but if thine eye be evil, thy while body fhall be 

full of darkneſs, Mat. vi. 22, 23. That is to fay : 
if the mind of man, which is the eye of the ſoul, 
be truly ſanctified and renewed with knowledge, 
there ſhall be found holineſs in all the faculties of 
the ſou], and in the whole man. But if the mind 
be overpowered with darkneſs and ignorance, the 


Whole man ſhall be overpowered with fin and wick- 
M 5 ednels, 
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edneſs. For, it 1s impoſſible, that a man ſhould ei- 
ther truſt or hope in GoD, or love, fear and obey 
kim, or perform any duty of holineſs unto the Lord 
our Maker, if he does not know him in his mercy, 
love, goodneſs, promiſes, power, juſtice, and in 
his other attributes. Likewiſd it is as impoſſible, 
that a man ſhould know, and be fully perſuaded that 
C:0D is true in his promiſes, merciful, bountiful and 
Juſt, and not be affected and influenced by them in 
his life and converſation, 

Therefore, the firſt action of, the holy Spirit 
framing the new man in the elect, is to clear their 
mind of that natural dulneſs, ignorance and unbe- 
lief, which is always found in unbelievers, and to 
make them able to conceive, underitand and to know 
God, according to the exhortation and doctrine of 
the apoſtle, Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accejt- 
able, and perfect will of Gop, xii. 2. And again, 
He renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, and (fo) put wi 
the new man, which after GOD is created in righteu/- 
res g true holineſs, Eph. iv. 23, 24. He alſo pray d 
for the Caliſans, That they might be filled with tre 
tnowledoe of his will, in all wiſdem and ſpiritual undor- 

1 8 ; | 
Jianamp, Col. i. 9. And while this ſame apoſtle 
preached the glad tidings of ſalvation to the Philit- 
pians, Gop open'd the heart of Lydia ts believe his word, 
tho” the reprobates did not conceive nor underftand 
the things which were ſpoken of Paul, As xvi. 


? 
* 


This illumination of the mind is the moſt ſenſi- 
ble and evident thing in regeneration, and it is that, 
whereby they, that deny the work of the holy ſpi- 
rit in renewing the faithful, may moſt plainly be 
convinced: for, nothing can be more wondceriu!, 
than that men, who before were dull, rude, fimpc 
and unlearned, yea uncapabls of any kind of know- 
Jedge, ſhould on a ſudden become able moit ns 
. fal 


Of Aſſurance or Certainty of Salvation. 251 


faſtly to comprehend in their minds, and very ſen- 
ſibly to expreſs in words the hidden myſteries of the 
ile iſtian religion. Yet, we know this to be true 
both by experience, and by the evidence of the 
apoſtle, who writeth, That the fprritual man dijcern- 
eth all things, becauſe he hath the mind F CHRIST, 
1 Cor. ii. 15, 16. A knowledge that cometh not 
by any natural ſtrength or means, but it is the gift, 
and cometh by the work of Gon, ſpeaking to us 
in his holy word. Therefore every one who de- 
fires to attain to this knowledge, and to feel in 
himſelf this wonderful work of (GoD in the renewal 
of his mind, mutt give himſelf diligently and con- 
tinually to the hearing, reading and meditating of 
the holy (criptures, 

There is, beſides this genera} knowledge in the 
mind of man, a particular kniuleilge, called conſci- 
ence, of great uſe in his {piritual tate : for as much 
as It is an action of the mind, and the knowledge 
of good and evil, or of man's eſtate, whether he 
be righteous or ſinful before Gob, and conſequent- 
ly whether he be in a ſtate of lite or of death. For 
thus it is defined in Romans ii. 15. To be the accuſing 
or excuſing of a man's thoughts, or of his mind. So 
that conſcience may be called the evidence which 
in the judgment-hall of a man's mind, doth either 
excuſe and juſtify his feveral actions, and his whole 
life and perſon, and pronounce. the ſentence of life 
unto him; or accuſe and condemn him for ſin com- 
mitted, and adjudge him to eternal death, before 
the tribunal ſeat of Gop. 

In the ſtate of innocence this conſcience juſtified 


man wholly, he being then without any ſtain of 


lin. And it is from this excuſing conſcience that a 
confidence ariſeth, which emboldens man to con- 
verſe in the preſence of (30D; to hear him ſpeak; 
to fee his glory; and to have a kind of familiarity 
with his Maker, as Adam bad before his fall. But 
M 6 au 
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an accuſing conſcience cauſeth ſhame and fear, a; 
may be exemplified in the ſame Adam, who, having 
ſinned, was driven by this accuſing conſcience into 
the thick of the garden to hide himſelf from the 
preſence of the Lord. 

This particular knowledge and motion of the 
mind, which we call conſcience, is found in the re- 
generate, and worketh powerfully both in acculin 
and excuſing them before Gop. For, the faith- 
ful having both a true knowledge of fin, by the 
general renovation of their minds, and alſo fin it- 
ſelf by the infirmity of the fleſh, they muſt have an 
accuſing conſcience, which is no more than a know- 
ledge of fin in themſelves. This knowledge ſerves 
to make them aſhamed of their tranſgreſſion, and 
fearful of thoſe temporal puniſhments to which 
their fins have expoſed them. It alſo produceth an 
increaſe of humiliation, and becometh a bridle to 
reſtrain them from commiting any thing, which 
may draw upon them the wrath and judgments of 
Cop. Thus we fee the accuſing conference of the 
faithful; which worketh powerfully when they by 
temptation are fallen into ſome great fin. | 

Again: this conſcience excuſeth the faithful be- 
fore Gop, in regard both to their own inherent righ- 
teouſneſs, and alſo of the imputed righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. In the firſt reſpect their conſcience excu- 
ſeth them, not as being perfectly juſt; but as thoſe, 
who are Gop's faithful ſervants, performing unto 
him, tho' imperfect, yet true, unfeigned and hearty 
obedience, Even as David did often, in the book 
of Pfaims, offer his own innocence and integrity to 
the trial of God. Yet this excuſing conſcience 
does not preſume to appear at the judgment ſeat of 
the Almighty ; where it would be found as a filthy 
and defiled rag : but it cometh into the court of 
God's mercy and love, who rewardeth the godli- 


nels of his ſervants with temporal bleflings, and ſe- 
curity 
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curity from temporal judgments. But the true ex- 
uſing conſcience looks unto the perfect righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST ; by virtue of which, it doth juſtify 
and abſolve the faithful, as being perfectly juſt and 
free from all guilt of fin. 

This excuſer is he, who only can abide the trial 
of Gop's juſtice, and who maketh the faithful re- 
joice in all tribulations, and to reſt ſecure in regard 
of danger. It makes them triumph over fin, ſa- 
tan, hell, death and damnation, and fills their 
hearts with ſuch a perfect peace, as makes them feel 
the joys of heaven, whilſt they live upon the earth. 
This kind of excuſing conſcience, like the other 
parts of ſanctification and holineſs of life, is the 
effect of a true faith: the one delivereth the faithful 
from the fear of temporal evils ; the other from the 
fear of eternal death. And from them both ariſeth 
the aſſurance of ſalvatian, or that undoubted perſua- 
hon and certain knowledge of the faithful, that they 
are of the number of thoſe, who ſhall be made 
partakers of eternal glory. 

However ſome object and ſay, that it is impoſſi- 
ble for any man to attain to any ſuch knowledge ; 
becauſe the eternal counſels and decrees of Gop are 
kept ſo ſecret, that no man hath at any time 
known the mind of Gop, or been of his. counſel 
in that caſe. And again: that this knowledge, if 
attainable z muſt be acquired either by immediate 
revelation, or by arguments drawn from a man's 
own ſtate of faith and holineſs, which he findeth 
in himſelf, But it cannot be acquired by immedi- 
ate revelation : and the other means is ſo uncertain, 
that it is impoſſible to build a certain perſuaſion up- 
on ſuch a precarious foundation; beſides, this might 
be a way to open a door to all licentiouſneſs and un- 
godly ſecurity, For, why ſhould the perſon, who 
ks thoroughly perſuaded that he ſhall be ſaved, give 

him- 
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himſelf any trouble or concern to work out his |. 
vation with fear and trembling © 


To which it is anſwer'd, that we agree that th: | 
number of the reprobate, and of the elect cannot: | 
be known: and we grant that this knowledge of““ 
aſſurance is not given to man by any immediate 
revelation. But we affirm, that every faithful man IM '** 
may be, and ought to be Hure of his own ſal- * 

jay 


vation; and that by the wonderful work of rege- 
neration wrought in him by the holy ſpirit ; who 
guides every faithful man into the ſecret coun{:| of 
of God's eternal election, and there lets him tec, 
not the ſtate of other men; but his own name 
written in heaven. For they, who are truly reg: 
nerate, are truly called: they, who are truly calle., [ 
are juſtified : they, who are juſtified are, (that is, 
jay, they ſhall be as certainly, as if they were 4. 
ready) glorified. See Ram. viii. 29, 30. Hence it 
is, that the ſcripture ſpeaketh of the faithful, as of 
thoſe, who have already attain'd eternal ſalvation, 
Jahn iii. 8, Becauſe the regeneration of this lite, 
and the eternal glory of the life to come, are not 
two diſtinct ſtates or conditions ; but only ditterent 
degrees of the ſame condition; eternal ſalvation be- 
ing nothing elſe, but the perfection of holineſs and 
happineſs, of which the faithful receive a part in 
this life, by way of earneſt for the whole. Ot 
whom it may be ſaid, that they having already ou: 
foot in heaven, and thus got poſſeſſion of it, need 
not doubt of their ſalvation ; but may conhdentiy 
ſay with St. ahn, we know, or are certain, that u. 
are tranſlated already, from death to life, not by any 
immediate revelation, but becauſe we love the brethr, 
or feel ourſelves endu'd with renew'd holineſs, 0: 
which the love of God is a principal part: and 2! 
with the apoſtle to the Remans, I am perſuaded uu 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor principaitt!'s; 
| neitls 
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wither things preſent, n:r things to came, can ſeperate me 
ram the lave of GOD in CHRIST. 

It may be farther objected, that altho' true rege- 
reration be a certain forerunner of ſalvation ; yet it 
is difficult for a man to know, whether his regene- 
ration be true, or only a ſhadow and reſemblance, 
which is often in the reprobate ; and, altho' he ſhalt 
have faith and holineſs at one time, he may loſe 
and want them at another, and fo diſpoſſeſs himſelf 
of that ſtate of ſalvation wherein he was. There- 
fore in both theſe caſes, he that thinketh he ſtandeth, 
cught to fear leaſt be fall, rather than boait of the 
certainty of his ſalvation. 

This no doubt is a good caution againſt preſump- 
tion. But let it at the ſame time be underſtood, 
that true regeneration is not ſy light a matter, neither 
doth it make ſo ſmall a change in a man, but that 
may be plainly diſcern'd where it is preſent. Be- 
lides regeneration is not ſuch an uncertain thing as 
to be loſt ; but whereſoever it is, there it will ap- 
pear at one time or at another : and where it once 
appeareth, there it always abideth. For, as rege- 
neration is a total and ſupernatural change of _ 
mind, will, affections, thoughts, words and deed 
W a man, it cannot be hid, or doubtful for ny 
'ong time; but will ſhew itſelf both to the eyes of 
other men, and much more to the conſcience of the 
veliever himſelf, The infirmities of the fleſh and 
in, which appear in the life of a believer, may 
make the fincerity of his religion and virtue doubt- 
{1l to others: but the inward work and motions of 
the ſpirit, which govern his heart, will convince him 
that he is a child of Gob. It is granted, that a 
man truly regenerate may have his faith much {ha- 
Ken, and the holineſs of his life greatly blemiſhed 
by the force of temptation, and thus may he for a 
me be deprived in ſome meafure, or even wholly, 


vi this aſſurance or certainty of ſalvation: yet many 
examples 
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examples amongſt the ſaints ſhew that this derelic. 
tion does not hinder ſuch a one from having it at 
another time, and even all the days of his lite. 

To conclude this intereſting ſubject. This af. 
ſurance of our ſalvation, neither is, nor can be to 
a believer any motive to ſin, and to a diſſolute life; 
with which it cannot ſtand. For, as it is gotten 
by holineſs, whereby a man ſeeth that he is endued 
with the ſpirit of Gop, and effectually called to 
believe the goſpel; fo it is loſt by a ſinful and wick- 
ed life. Becauſe, as the tree is known by its fruit, 
a wicked courſe of life ſheweth that a man is de- 
ſtitute of true faith, and of God's ſpirit. 

There is no peace to the wicked. All their en- 
joyment is a mere dream and deluſion, ariſing from 
the forgetfulneſs and inſenſibility of their condi- 
tion. When they go on to do ſuch things as they 
can't anſwer to their own minds, they muſt needs 
be ſelf condemn'd as far as any conſcience is alive 
in them. But they who love the law of the Lord, 
have great peace in their own minds, and with hea- 
ven. There is no ſuch ſweet ſatisfaction, as in the 
way of our duty; where we are fed with the conti- 
nual feaſt of a chearful conſcience, revived with the 
light of God's countenance, and heartened on with 
the hopes of heavenly glory. 

However, it is not every fin that can break our 
peace, if it only remains in us, and is not allowed 
by us; tho' our hearts may condemn us, the gol- 
pel will acquit us. If there be no ſuch wickedneis, 
as ruins all the hopes of heaven; the Gop of all 
grace will not be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs ; nor damn the believer in his fon, for ever! 
miſcarriage of life. Let holineſs predominate and 
keep uppermoſt in the ſoul, and there will be peace 
of mind, hearts eaſe, and full aſſurance of ſalva- 


tion. 
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16a4a FRATEX 


OST powerful and gracious Lord God, the 
ſupport and defence of thy faithful ſervants, 
:zainft thoſe evils to which the frailty of their pre- 
ſent ſtate, or the violence of their enemies does ex- 
poſe them, make me by thy grace a fit veſſel for thy 
mercy, order my goings, and compaſs me about 
with that favour, that thou always ſheweſt to the 
rizhteous, and by which thou makeſt his way ac» 
ceptable to thyſelf: that the calamities and atiliCti- 
ons of this world may never interrupt my duty to 
thee, nor brake my truſt and conhdence in thy gra- 
cious promiſes and protection. I know that tho' I 
fall, I ſhall not be caſt away : that if I leave not 
thee firſt, thou wilt never leave me, nor forſake 
me: that if I flee from evil, and do the thing that 
is good, I ſhall dwell with thee for evermore : that 
thou wilt not forſake ſuch as are godly ; but wilt 
preſerve them unto life eternal : and in this aſſurance 
of my ſalvation, I commit myſelf to thy protection, 
thro the merits and mediation of JasUs CHRIST, 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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Of the Nature, Office, Gifts and Benefits 
of the HoLy Ghost. 


Is to the proper nature of this divine Spi- 
0 A ts rit, it is not my intention to pry into far- 

ther than it is plainly and clearly defcrib'd 
& BF in the revealed word of God. For, the 

pride and vanity of learned men have 
often confounded their underſtandings, while they 
have preſumed to be wiſe above what is written, in- 
truding into thoſe things, which they have not ſeen, 
and have made ſhipwreck of their faith, by attempt- 
ing to explain what Gop hath not — 


Since the eſſence and inmoſt nature of the ſma!!/* 
body can't be perfectly underſtood by us: ſince the 
life of the meaneſt animal is beyond all our philoſo- 
phy to explain: ſince the nature of the foul of man 
is ſtill a more unſearchable myſtery ; and the na— 


ture and eſſence of angels is ſtill far more unfa— 
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1»mable than any of theſe ; how then ſhould vain 
man My Ian to ſearch out the nature of the /pirit 
if (30D ! 

When we have tired out our capacities in vain 
ſneculations, they can amount to no more than hu- 
man curioſities: and if labour'd with a good inten- 
ton, muſt not exceed the bounds of, nor pretend 
to have diſcovered ,greater myſteries, or more clear 
ileas of the divine perſons, than are expreſly re- 
realed in ſcripture concerning ſuch matters. Thus 
we find great reaſon to bleſs and praiſe the wiſdom 
and juſtice of the good Gop, who has made the 
meaneft chriſtian as capable of underſtanding his 
myſteries, as the moſt learned diſputants in the 
world, Therefore 

Concerning the nature of the HoLy GHOST. We 
ze taught to believe, * that he is a divine perſon, 
the third perſon in the Trinity, equal in glory, 
and co-eternal in majeſty with the father and the 
„ ſon: that he is uncreate, incomprehenſible and 
* eternal : that he is almighty, God and Lord, and 
„ over of life; neither made, nor created, nor be- 
* gotten, but proceeding from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together 
* is worſhipped and glorified : who ſpoke by the 
* prophets, and abideth with us for ever.“ 

To prove the perſonality of the HoLy Ghost, 
we need only have recourſe to thoſe characters of 
Jantifier, reprover, witneſs and comforter ; by which 
he is named in holy writ. In ohn xvi. 8. we read 
of a comforter, who, when he is come, will reprove the 
world of fin, of rightecuſneſs and of judgment bill 
ide us into all truth—will ſhew us things to come—an 
bach us all things. See Jobn xiv. 16, 17, 26. And 
to teach be a perſonal character, we muſt allow 
that to ſpea# is a perſonal character alſo, and ap- 
cable to the HoLy GHosT : of whom it is wri- 


tn in ark xiii. 11. J7Tatever ſhall be given you ix 
that 
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that hour, ſays JEsUs to his diſciples, that ſpeak je, 
fer it is not you that ſpeak, but the HoLy Gfosr. 

If we read As the vth and 32d ver. he is there 
mentioned in the perſonal character of a witnej; ; 
and alſo in the xxth ch. and 23d ver. Again these 
ſcriptures, your body is the temple of the HoLy Ghost, 
1 Cor. vi. 19. compared with hn xiv. 17. and the 
apoſtles being ſent forth by the HoLy GrosrT, At 
X1i!, 4. ſhew that he is a perſon, that can dwell in a 
place, and can end one upon a meſſage. The like 
is confirmed by thoſe pallages, where he is deſcribe! 
acting with ſovereign will and pleaſure, as, it ſeen d 
good to the HoLy GHosT, Sc. Acts xv. 28. where 
he prohibits and forbids, as, the apgſiles were forbidden 
by the HoLy GHosT to preach the word in Aſia, A; 
xvi. 6. where he is ſaid to conſtitute or appoint any 
one to execute an office, as in Ads xx. 28. where 
he is ſaid to have made overſeers. 

The ſame divine word further informs us, that he 
is a divine perſon, in an ineffable manner deriving 
his being, proceeding from, or being ſent forth from 
the Father and the = ; whereby he is, and upon 
which account he is ſtiled, in a ſingular and pecu- 


liar manner, the ſpirit of Gop, and the ſpirit i 


CHRIST ; becauſe CHRIS being aſcended, the gitts 
diſtributed by the ſame ſpirit, who ſpake by the pro- 
phets, were according to the promiſe of the Father, 
pour'd forth in much greater plenty and abundance 
than before. 

If in any paſſage of the ſacred oracles we ſhall 
find the perſon of the Hol v SPIRIT repreſented and 
ſpoken of, as the power of the Father; ſuch ſcrip- 
ture means no more than this; that the F athe! 
works all miracles, and beſtows all gifts by lin. 
Nor can thoſe texts be underſtood any otherwiſe 
than of à real perſon, in which it is expreſſed, that 
he (in the original, that perſon) the ſpirit of truth ! 
come, John xiv. 13. That he maketh interceſſion for u 
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Rom. viii. 26. That he divideth ſpiritual gifts to 
wery one ſeverally, as he willeth, 1 Cor. xii. 11. which 
and more ſuch texts do plainly declare the holy fpirit 
to be a real perſon. 

The HoLy GHosT is not only a diſtinct perſon 
from the Father and the Son; but he is Gop equal 
with the Father and the Son. Thus Peter witneſ- 
ſeth, where he ſaid, Ananias, why hath ſatan filled 
thine heart to lie to the HoLy GHosT? Thou haſt not 
led unto men, but unto GOD, As v. 3, 4. where he 
is called GoD, not only in the proper ſenſe of the 
word, but in oppoſition to the creature, | 

The HoLy GHosT is alſo proved to be Gon, 
from the divine attributes aſcrib'd to him in the ſa- 
cred Records. In Hebrews ix. 14. he is acknow- 
|l:dged to be eternal. In Pſalm exxxix. 7. we find 
his immenſity or omnipreſence deſcribed in an ele- 
rant manner, for, whither ſhall J go from thy Spi- 
dir, ſhews that there is no place where the ſpirit 
if GoD or the HoLy GHosT is not; and where 
the apoſtle writes, that the SPIRIT ſearcheth all things; 
jea the deep things of GoD, 1 Cor. ii. 10. he beareth 
witneſs of his ommſcrence. 

The derty of the HoLy GHosT may be further 
evinced from his performing thoſe works which are 
proper to GoD alone. The SPIRIT of Gon, at 
the creation of the world, moved upon the face of the 
waters, Gen. i. 2. And 7b not only ſays, that by 
tis ſpirit Gor hath garniſhed the heavens, ch. xxvi. 
13. but Elihu acknowledgeth that he himſelf was 
made by the SPIRIT of GoD, ch. xxxiii. 4. We al- 
ſo find this divine perſon doing extraordinary or 
miraculous works, which are equivalent to crea- 
tion. Such were the gzfts ſubſervient to the propa- 
zation of the goſpel, and attributed to the HoLY 
GHoST by the apoſtle, where he ſays, that there are 
wverſaies of gifts by the ſame SPIRIT ; and differences 
if adminiſtrations, but the ſame LoRD ; and diverſities 


Ls 
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of operations, but it is the fame GOD, which worket! i 


in all, 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5, C. where it is declared o 


on the beſt authority, not only that the gifts and 
extraordinary operations, which ſome were enable 
to put forth in the exerciſe of their miniſtry, wer 
all from the ſpirit ; but that this ſame ſpirit is bot 
Gop and LorD; who having an infinite power, 
beſtows theſe bleflings to whom, and after why 


manner he pleaſeth: for as the ſame divine penn: 
adds at the eleventh verſe, all theſe worketh t!:; 
one and the ſelf ſame ſpirit, dividing to every ma 
ſeverally, as he, will. 

The ſeveral paſſages in holy writ, wherein ws 
read of the HoLy GrosT's ſending or empowerin: 
miniſters to preach the goſpel ; a miſſion which re 
one has a. right to aſſume and exerciſe, unlch 
ſent by Gop himſelf; is a further proof of hi 
divinity. See Ads xxii. 2. XX. 28. xvi. 9y 1 10 
&c. and thoſe are conſirm'd by theſe texts, whi 
record the uncliam, conferred on our Saviour by ti 
ſpirit, to perform the office of a mediator in 
human nature. {Compare Iſaiab Ixi. I. with Lak: ir 
18. 19. in which nature the ſon of Gop being 0h 
liged to ſubmit and yield unto the Father, he wis 
authorized and qualified to perform that obedience 
by the HoLy GHOST. This was a moſt extras: 
dinary work, and the glory redounding from it,“ 
the HoLy GHosT, is of that nature, as to con 
vince us that he is a divine perſon. 

Again: the work of grace in the ſouls of be 
lievers, being aſcrib'd unto the HoLy GHosT, + 
well as to the Father and Son, both as to the be 
ginning, progreſs and completion of it; a work © 
God?: : almighty power, and conſequently too gre# 
to be performed by any creature, is a certain proc 
of his divinity. 

But the right which the HoLy GnosT has ! 
divine worſhip, puts the divinity of his perſon on 
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70 all doubt. His right thereunto might be evinced 
1 0 om the divine perfections aſcribed unto him in 
sture. But if we enter farther into this en- 
able! uiry, it will be found that there are ſome paſſages in 
T5 he new Teſtament, which make the HoLy GHOST 
| bot ne real object of prayer: as in Ads i. 24, 25. 
Wenz nere the apoſtles being met to chuſe one into their 
wi ber to fill the place of Judas Iſcariot, prayed 
T3 » the third perſon in the godhead, ſaying, Thou, 
1 rd, which knowe/t the hearts of all men, bei whe- 
ma of theſe two thou haſt choſen, that he may take part 

bis miniftry and apo/il:/hip. Under the ſame ap- 
e elation of Lord, we find the apoſtie Paul offering 
1 o his prayer to him in behalf of his The/alonian 
- ""Mconverts, The Lord, ſays he, in 1 T iii. 12, 13. 
a 1* rake you to encreaſe and abound in love one towards ans- 
'" Wc, 4% the end that he may eſtabliſh your hearts un- 
4 ameable in holineſs before GOD our Father, at the 


ning of our Lord JEsUs CHRIST. And again in 
Y "BW The/}. iii. 5. The Lord dire your hearts into the love 
Gos, and into the patient waiting for CHRIST. 
a both which prayers the HoLy GrosT ſeems to 
be the perſon prayed unto, and is plainly diſtin- 
ruſhed from the Father and the Son. But there is 
another ſcripture, in which it is more evident that 
the ſame apoſtle prays to the HoLy GHosT, to- 
gether with the Father and the Son: 2% grace of the 
Lird JESUS CHRIST, and the love of Gob, and the 
mmunion of the HoLy GHOST (lays he) be with you 
h 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Where, in that part of this 
prayer, Which reſpects the HoLy. GHosT, is con- 
ned an humble ſupplication, that he would pleaſe 
so manifeſt himſelf to them, or that he would com- 
2 Wriunicate to them thoſe graces, which they ſtood in 

00 g _ 4 _— 
Pied of, for their edification and ſalvation. 

How this divine perfon proceeded from the Fa- 
tier and the ſon is not revealed, and therefore not 
proper object of our enquiry. But that he * 
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ſo proceed is evident from the ſacred record, when 
it written, that he was ſent by the Son from the Father, 
and that he did proceed from the Father, John xy, 
26. And again, Gop hath ſent forth the ſpirit of li 
ſon, Gal. iv. 6. Sce alſo John xvi. 7, 14. 

This was the perſon, who inſpired the prophet 
of old, to foretel] the ſufferings of CHRIST, and 
the glory that ſhould follow : who afterwards was 
ſent forth in a more particular and extraordinary man- 
ner to be the comforter, director, guide and inſtruc- 
tor of the apoſtles, to lead them into all truth; to 
bring to their remembrance all things whatfoerer 
CHRIST had before ſaid unto them; to ſupport them 
againſt the power of the world; to inſtruct them 
what to anſwer before their perſecutors; to be the 
great witneſſes of the reſurrection of JESUS CHR, 
by working ſigns and wonders, and mighty works, 
by inſpiring the apoſtles with the gift of tongues, 
and dividing to their followers diverſities of pits; 
and finally to continue with all good chriſtian; 
even unto the end of the world, as the great ſan- 
ctifier of the hearts of men; aſſiſting them with his 
grace; admoniſhing them with his holy influence; 
working with them, and inſpiring them with his 
good gifts, and helping the infirmity of their pray- 
ers, with an energy that cannot be expreſſed. 
| Wee have a particular account how this divine 
ſpirit was given to the diſciples of JESUS CHRISZ. 
When the day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they wir: 
all with one accord in one place, and ſuddenly there can 
a found from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, an 
it filled all the houſe where they were ſitting : and tis 
appeared unto them clover tongues, like as of fire, andi 
fat upon each of them; and they were all filled wit) i 
HoLy GHosT, As ii. 1, Sc. who gave them fuck 
miraculous gifts and powers, as enabled them to 
ſpeak the languages of all the earth, that the) 
might be able ſwiftly to propagate the goſpel t. 

all 
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all nations; and to confirm their doctrine by mira- 
culous cures of corporeal diſeaſes. All which was 
done to fulfil the words of John the Baptiſt, and of 
CarIsST himſelf : for the Baptiſt, being interrogated 
concerning his miniſterial office, * and plain- 
ly confeſſed, I indeed baptize you with water wnto re- 
pentance 3 but he that cometh after me, is mightier than J, 
whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear, he ſhall baptize you 
with the HoLy GHosT and with fire, 1. e. with the 
Holy GHosT, deſcending viſibly in the appearance 
of fire, and continuing upon them by an aſſiſtance, 
as much more powerful and efficacious, than what 
Jahn Bapti/t pretended to; as fire is more powerful 
and more purifying than water. And a little be- 
fore his aſcenſion JEsus, alluding to this prophetic 
declaration of his forerunner, promiſed his diſciples, 
that Jolm truly baptized with water; but they ſhould 
be baptized with the HoLy GHOST mot many days 
after, Acts i. 5. 

Every chriſtian is {till baptized with the Hol v 


GHosT, as well as with water, notwithſtanding | 


thoſe extraordinary miraculous operations, given to 
the firſt preachers of the goſpel, be ceaſed : and his 
internal gifts and graces are to continue with the 
faithful unto the end of the world. If any one has 
not received theſe gifts of the HoLy GHosT, it 
may ſtill be aſk'd him in the apoſtolic language, 
Unto what then are you baptized 9 If any man has not 
in himſelf the ſpirit of CHRIST, fo as to ſanctif 
him in his heart; if he does not ſhew forth in his 
life the fruits of the ſpirit, by works of righ- 
teouſneſs and true piety ;—if his heart be not ſane- 
tined by this ſpirit of holineſs ;—if his mind ap- 
proves not, and delights not in things ſpiritual ;— 
if his will obeys not the good motions of this di- 
vine aſſiſtant ;—if the actions of his life be not con- 
formable to the commands of Gop, revealed to us 
in holy ſcripture by the inſpiration of the HoLy 
N GHosT; 
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GHosr; to what purpoſe then was ſuch a perſon 
baptized ? 

The gifts and benefits of the HoLy GHosrT are to 
be conſider'd diſtinctly, either as mere external, v. 
raculous powers, ſuch as the apoſtles received on the 
day of Pentecoſt; of which it is ſaid, and the apoſile 
declares, that the ſpirit of Gob fo diſtributes to every 
man ſeverally, as he willeth, and ſo maketh one to 
differ from another, that nothing at all of this kind 
of gifts depends in any meaſure upon the will of the 
perſons themſelves: and therefore, as by having 
theſe gifts, no man was the better chriſtian; ſo no 
man by wanting them, was the worſe ; theſe gifts 
being beſtowed not for the benefit of the perſons oe. 
rating, but for the converſion of others. 

There were particular powers and qualification; 
for particular offices, called the gifts of the ſpirit: 
of which the apoſtle thus writes: To every one ef u. 
7s given grace (or a gift) according to the meaſure of ti: 
gift of CHRnISr, Sc. Eph. iv. 7—11. However w? 
are not to preſume upon having theſe gifts: for the 
goodneſs of a chriſtian does not conſiſt in havin; the 
zhis or that particular gift; but in making a 1 Ti 


ze of the talent, whatever it was they bad receiv'd ſen 
from the holy ſpirit : for it was Gop, that dealt ti vel 
every man the meaſure of faith; or, according to th 
his own pleaſure, diſtributed to every one a partic! tru 
lar truſt or employment, committed to each ones thc! 

eve; 


fidelity or faithfulneſs. Having therefore gifts ij 
ing according to the grace that is given to us; auhethi 
prophecying, let us prophecy according to the prepartiiit 9 
faith, or according to the proportion of the gift en 
truſted to our fidelity: or, if it be mini/try, let is 
Wait on our miniſtring ; or he that teacheth, an toad: 
ing or he that exhorteth, on exhortation : he that gir- 
eth, let him do it with ſimplicity or liberally: he i de 
ruleth with diligence © he that ſheweth mercy with che. kin 
fulngfs, ibid. | 4 
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We alſo read of other gifts of the ſpirit, which 
upon due reflection will appear to be particular and 
perſonal advantageous circumſtances in the particu- 
lar conſtitutions of the human body; in the natu- 
ral frame and temper of the human mind; or in 
our external ſtate of life, and condition in the 
world : by which we are particularly fitted for the 
exerciſe of ſome particular offices; or for the con- 
tinuing in ſome particular manner and courſe of 
life: according to that of the apoſtle ſaying, / would 
that all men were even as 1 myſelf, but every man hath 


bis proper gift of Gop [to fit him for his ſtate or 


condition of life] one after this manner; another after that. 
Therefore, as ſaid above, with reſpect to theſe gifts: the 
goodneſs of a chriſtian does not conſiſt in his having 
this or that particular qualification; but in his con- 
ducting himſelf ſuitably to thoſe qualifications, where- 
with it ſhall pleaſe Gop to bleſs him. For, they 
are the effects of Gop's pleaſure, which it is our 
duty to obey and fulh] with all our ſtrength. But, 
Theſe are not the gifts and benefits wherewith 
the HoLy GHosT is ſaid to abide with us for ever. 
They are merely perſonal: whereas his univerſal pre- 
ſence with all men, is to be fought in righteoui- 
neſs, holineſs, peace, meekneſs, temperance, and 
other virtues that are the general and unlimited 
fruits or gifts. of the ſpirit of Gop: who tenders 
them unto all men, and by them always, and for 
ever ſhall dwell in their mortal bodies, except they be 
reprobates, For, as every perſon that embraceth the 
goſpel and is baptized, has received the promiſe of 
the HoLy GHosT ; it is wholly his own fault, and 


his own wickedneſs only, if, by that aſſiſtance, he 


does not bring forth the fruits of the ſpirit. 

The aſſiſtance of the ſpirit is abſolutely neceſſary 
to enable men to bring forth fruit mect ſor the 
kingdom of heaven: but then, becauſe it is the 
Mlance only, and not the cantulfve wirk of the 
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ſpirit alone; and becauſe that aſſiſtance is always 
afforded to men in proportion to the ſincere endea- 
vours of their own will, co-operating with the gra- 
cious influences of the ſpirit of Gop; it is juſtly 
charged upon man, as his own fault, if he wants 
thoſe virtues and graces of the ſpirit, which, were 
it not for his own wilful rejecting its good motions, 
the good ſpirit of Gop would never be wanting in 
aſſiſting him to practiſe. Examine your own ſelves, 
ſays the apoſtle to the Corinthians, whether ye be in 
the faith, Prove your ownſelves, Know ye not yur Wl 1 
ownſelves, how that JESUs CHRIST is in you, or that 41 
the ſpirit of CHRIST dwelleth in you, except ye be repre- . 
bates ; or, except by your own perverſe wickednels W 
ye drive him from you. Fat 

As it is as neceſſary for the production of fruits 
on the earth, that there ſhould be good ground to te- th 
ccive the ſeed or root, as that the ſeed and root be g 
good, which is ſown and planted : fo it is as necel- a 
* ary, in order to bring forth the fruits of the ſpirit, alf 
that the will and good diſpoſition of the perſon him- los 
ſelf, concur with the good motions of the ſpirit ; a 22 
it is neceſſary, that the ſpirit affords his aſſiſtance, o J 
enable the perſon effectually to fulfil his own good it. 
diſpoſitions. * 

Gop, on his part, is always ready to aſſiſt us; no 
and no more denies his HoLy SPIRIT to ſuch, 0 his 
worthily aſk him, than a tender father would give 
his ſon a ſcorpion, if he aſked him an egg, But 
men by their own unworthineſs, and reſiſting h 
good motions, do quench and grieve, and drive hin 
from them: and then, it is moſt juſtly charged upon 
themſelves, as their own fault, it they have not 1" 
them the ſpirit of Gop. Which yet, whenever t 
is beſtow'd, we are to accept of, as the free gift“ 
Gop, who originally had no obligation, but h 
own goodneſs, to confer it on any; yet now it Þ 


every man's own fault, if he receives it not: be- 
caule 


| 
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cauſe Gop never withholds this his free gift, but 
from thoſe only, who are not ſincerely willing to 
co-operate with 1t. 
When therefore we read of ju/?:ficatzon by the grace 
ef Gop, let us not fancy, that, in ſuch a caſe, the 
race of Gop operates upon men, as mere ma- 
chines ; or, that he ſo forably acts upon them, as 
to make their acting for themſelves needleſs. But let 
it be underſtood to declare, that it is owing to the 
free grace, and undeſerved favour of Gop, made 
known in the goſpel, that the imperfect fruits of 
righteouſneſs, which by our beſt endeavours we are 
able to bring forth, are accepted of him unto juſti- 
fication; and that the aſſiſtance of the good ſpirit 
of GoD is always at hand, to ſtrengthen and to 
enable us to bring forth the fruits of the ſpirit. 
Where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty: 
there is the ſpiritual mind, that brings life and 
peace: and there is the heavenly guide, to lead us 
into all truth: not only to point out our way; but 
alſo to incline us to love it, and to enable us to fol- 
um low it. His ſpirit witne Teth with our ſpirit, that 
3 > W we are the children of Gop; emboldens us to cy 
% Abba, Father; ftirs us up to prayer, and helps us in 
od it, to make an offering acceptable to Gob, and an 
adventure of happy account to our ſouls. Shall it 
us; not then alſo excite my thankfulneſs to Gop for 
» > WM his unſpeakable gift? That I, who am fo unwor- 
5% thy, the leaſt of his mercies, ſhould be enriched 
Du with the greateſt of his bleſſings : that his free ſpi- 
his rit, which bloweth where it liſteth, ſhould vouch- 
him ſafe to refreſh my ſoul ; and that I ſhould receive 
o7 ſuch peculiar tokens of his love, who have been 
©" guilty of ſo many tranſgreſſions againſt his holy 


E 1 commandments. What manner of love is this, that 
＋ the ſpirit of Gop ſhould not only be given to me, 
but ſo ſettled upon me, as not to depart from me. 


For which I build upon the faithful words of his 
N 3 gracious 
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gracious covenant, Iſaiab lix. 21. and may I for 
ever give him the honour due to his great name, 


THE PRAYER. 


Father of all mercies, and Gop of all com- 


fort, it is thy glory to do good; and with thy 


goodneſs to cover and to conquer our evil. Thy good 
ſpirit is a gift too great for me, a provoking ſinner, 
to receive: but not too great a good for thee, the 
Lord of power and love, to give. O pour out that 
holy ſpirit upon me, without which I cannot know 
thy way, nor do thy will. And let the ſpirit of the 
Lord be my bleſied portion, to dwell in me, and 


to reign over me; and to be my teacher and guide, 


my ſanctifier and comforter, that I may have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore rejoice in his 
holy comfort, thro' the merits of CHRIST JESVs, 
my faviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 
the unity of the ſame ſpirit, one Gon, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


6 IL 


Of the Inhabitation of rh HoLy G Hos: 
Of his ſtriving with Man: Of grieving 
the Spirit of God: And of Toy in the 
HoLy Ghost. 


HAT all true believers, the living members 

| of CHRIST's body, are endued with the ſpirit 
ef Gop, to as to be the temple or habitation of the 
HoLy GHosrT, we have a ſtrong aſſurance in Romans 
vili. 9. and 1 Cor. iii. 16. founded upon the pro- 
miſe of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, where he com- 
forteth his diſciples with theſe words, I will not leude 
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un comfortleſs. I will pray the Father, and he fall give 
yu another comforter, that he may abide with you for 


eber; even the ſpirit of truth, wham the world cannot 
recetve, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither kunveth him 
but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 
in 5%, ch. xiv. 10, &c. which is verified not only 
in the faithful collectively, as conjoined in a myſti- 
cal body, like ſo many ſtones to make up the ſame 
building; but alſo diſtributively, of every believer 
in particular, to whom it is ſaid, Mat, know ye nat 
that your brody is the temple of the Holy GuosrT, 
which is in you © | 

Being thus aſſured of the indwelling of the ſpirit 
of God, let us conſider the great honour to be thus 
highly favour'd with fuch a divine gueſt; not only 
to have the HoLy GHosT for our gueſt, but to be 
made his fixed reſidence, where he ſets up his reſt, 
and is even as another ſoul in a ſoul, to actuate and 
quicken it, and to be the very life of it: and tho” 
he may often for a while withdraw, yet he never 
will totally leave it. 

This temple is erected without hands, like that in 
the heavens: ſuch a work is above the power cf 
mortal men. It is the Lord's own doing, 20 creates 
u in CHRIST JESUS, Eph. ii. 10. He is the grand 
architect, that contrived, and the builder, that laid 
the foundation, and perfected the bleſſed work; for, 
thus it is written, the ſaints are builded for an ha- 
bitation of Gop by the ſpirit, ver. 22. The ſame 
God who gave us a being, .gives us this new and 
better being, and a capacity to receive his' own 
bleſſed majeſty. 

As this ſpeaks heavenly comfort to have the 
great Gop bow his heavens and come down to us, 
and the comforter himſelf to dwell in us; the leaſt 
of whoſe conſolations outweigh the biggeſt” joys of 
the world ; becauſe they are comforts that enter, 


and root themſelves in the heart, 'and ſuch will 
N 4 ſtick 
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ſtick to a dying man, and go along with a depart. 
ing ſoul, and ſtay by it to all eternity: ſo it ſhoul! 
be our care to keep our bodies unſpotted from the 
world, and to have our converſation in heaven, 
For, it is not enough for this temple to look well 
unto the men of this world; but it muſt be ſo 
adorn'd within, as to pleaſe him, that looks upon 
the heart. 

The ſenſe of this ſhould influence us to purge 
this temple, by repentance and prayer, till pride and 
luſt, fraud and malice, exceſs and wantonneſs, un- 
belief and ſuperſtition, be found no more therein, 
It is known, that the Hirit of Gop dwelleth in the 
body, and ſhall no care be taken to avoid every 
thing, that may diſtaſte and affront the heavenly in- 
habitant? The tongue ſhould be employ'd, as the 
bell of the temple, to ſound his praiſe; and the 
heart ſhould be kept, as the ſanfum ſanctorum, where 
no iniquity, nor unclean thing is ſuffered to enter, 
If the body be Gop's houſe, it is alſo the houſe of 
prayer; where not only words, but the heart muſt 
be found out before the Lord, that every believer 
may, thro' his grace, ſo ſearch and cleanſe the 
houſe, ſo watch and keep the whole man, foul and 
body; that the Lord may be pleaſed to ſay, Th: :: 
my ba here will I dwell; for I have a delight there- 
in I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. 

For this end, and to ſupply, by God's grace, the 
defect of human endeavours; amongſt other many, 
great and gracious methods, that our heavenly father is 

eaſed to uſe for the reducing and ſaving of poor 
ſinners, he has vouchſafed to ordain, that his holy 
fpirit ſhall not only abide with and dwell in man, 
but alſo /?r:ve with him, plead with him, convince 
him with ſtrong reaſons, and almoſt forcibly break 
in upon him, and by an overpowering energy, bring 
him back from the proneneſs of nature, to a due ſub- 
miſſion to his ſpiritual advice. A proceeding, with- 
| | out 
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out which no ſinner can hope to continue ſtedfaſt 
in the ways of godlineſs, nor recover the ſtate, 
from which he has fallen by the allurements of fin, 
the craft and ſubtilty of the devil, or by his own 
carnal will and frailneſs. : 

The bleed ſpirit ſtrives many ways with ſinners : 
as, By his word, which is in a peculiar manner the 
adminiſtration of the ſpirit, 2 Cor. iii. 8. By his mi- 
niſters, whom he endows with gifts and abilities for 
the work, whereunto he appoints them. By darting 
in beams of light amongſt the ignorant. By com- 
mands, rebukes and threats, to awe and to reform 
the diſobedient. By promiſes, invitations, and be- 
ſeechings to draw, to confirm and to eſtabliſh the 
lukewarm and careleſs. By corrections to drive us 
out of our fins; and by comforts to win us into, 
and to encourage us in his holy ways. In ſuch di- 
verſe manners, and by manifold impreſſions is the 
ſame ſpirit pleaſed to work all in all. 

But ſinful man muſt not preſume too much upon 
this aſſiſtance ; for, there will be an end of this 
probation and ſtriving. It will not laſt always. 
Tho? he calls and offers, importunes and negotiates 
with reaſon and human frailties; and will not (for 
our reluctance and obſtinacy) throw us away pre- 
ſently ; yet the time comes on apace, when all his 
gracious overtures will for ever ceaſe. T herefore, 
when we find a preſent application, let us not put it 
off upon a future expectation. The prefent oppor- 
tunity is all we have to depend upon. If we con- 
tend any longer, and flip the happy moment of the 
ſpirit's call, he may teach us to our colt, that he 
will not bear our manners for ever, but leave us to 


periſh, for want of that grace which we haye re- = 
jected, and without which we cannot be ſaved; A 
Hence it is that we arc to dread how we vex a #1 


grieve the holy ſpirit of Gop. For, tho” the divine 
nature is above all moleſtation, and not capable of 
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being diſturbed by any paſſion; yet it is poſſible to 
give a great diſtaſte and high offence to the holy 
one. As mortal man, when exaſperated and 
touched to the quick with ingratitude, injury and 
unkindneſs, fignifies his reſentment and grievance, 
by giving marks of his diſpleaſure, turning away 
his face, and withdrawing his favour from the of- 
fender, and making him to underitand how ſenſi- 
ble he is of the ill uſage received, and reſolved to 
give him a ſmart perception, how ill he has done 
in taking ſuch unbecoming liberties, and tranſgreſ- 
ling ſo groſly the laws of friendſhip and juſtice : ſo 
the Lord upon our grievous provocations, with- 
draws his pleaſed countenance, turns away his face, 
and caſts us out of his preſence. He frowns up- 
on us, and reveals his wrath againſt us, when 
wearied with our iniquities. See Amos ii. 13. Jja, 
xliii. 24. 

On the contrary, they that do the will of Gov, 
will have zoy in the Hoty GHosT. Converts an! 
renew'd chriftians, that have received the Hort 
GHOST; made their eſcape out of the damnable 
ſtate ; have found favour, and received bleſſings from 
above, they have the happieſt occaſion to rejoice in the 
Lord evermore, and again to rejoice ; doubling the 
joy, as they have received double from the Lord's 
hand, even deliverance from hell, and the heaven- 
ly inheritance among his ſaints. Great is their joy 
and peace in believing, and in hope of the glory 
of Go. Yea, it is a joy in God's falvation ; not 
only as reſerved for them, and promiſed to them; 
but already begun in them. It is a joy peculiar 
to the regenerate, and which the world can't de- 
prive them of: A joy in the HoLy Gnosr ; for, 
it is a fruit of the ſpirit, Gal. v. 22. and wrougtt 
by the ſpirit of God : A rejoicing in the things 
that he hath wrought and done for the ſoul ; rejoi- 
Cingy in his preſence with it, and his grace be.: 


3 flow'd 
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ſtow'd upon it; as alſo rejoicing within the bounds: 
that he hath ſet, even in a ſpiritual and godly man- 
ner. 1 
The godly may for a ſeaſon be oppreſſed by divers 
temptations; and ſometimes dejected thro' the fail- 
ings of their faith, and the, prevailings of their cor- 
ruptions: yet ſtill they retain the ground of rejoic- 
ing: and as phyſic in the natural body is in order to 
keep it in health: ſo the godly ſorrow in the ſpiri- 
tual man 1s in order to preſerve heavenly joy. Fo 
feel the heart ſo tender as to relent for fin, makes 
the believer much more pleaſed, than the fool can 
poſſibly be, who makes a mock of ſin: and the joy 
of a conqueſt over ſin, far exceeds all the ſatisfaction 
that can be taken in it. es "v0 

How flaſhy and momentary is all the joy and tri- 
umph of the wicked ? nothing but a frothy ſcum, 
that ariſeth from the creatures, and what the re- 
membrance of Gop and the world to come, ſtrikes 
into the ſhadow of death. So at laſt it will leave 
them more ſorrowful and dejected, than if they: 
never had known it. Thus the moſt abandon'd ſin- 
ners, that are thought to lead the merricit lives, 
are really the greateſt ſtrangers to the molt ſubſtan- 
tial joys ; rejoicing in nothing that ſhall continue, 
and what ſhall bring them many thouſand times more 
ſorrow, than ever it gave them comfort. But let a 
ſoul, that feels the ſpirit of God favouring his pious 
intentions, enabling him to do the works of the 
ſpirit; accepting his ſincere endeavours; conducting 
him to eternal life; ſhedding abroad his love in the 
heart, and reviving it with the witneſs of his ſpi- 
lit, and the hopes of his glory; let it declare, whe- 
ther any joys of the world are comparable to thoſe 
of religion and virtue? O, what joyful'gladneſs is 
ſown for the upright in heart! and tho? there is a 
waiting time for the crop; yet in due ſeaſon he 
Mall fee it, and come again with. rejoicing, bring- 
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ing his ſheaves with him. Many lightnings of Joy 
he has upon the way: but fulneſs of joy ſhall be at 
the end. The ways of godlineſs are ways of plex. 
ſantneſs, and the kingdom of Go is righteouineſ;, 
and peace, and joy in the HoLy GHosT. 


THE FRAYER; 


Eternal Father, who haſt ordained that the 

bodies of thy ſervants ſhall be kept fit and meet 
to entertain thy holy ſpirit, that he may comfort, 
help and guide them in thy faith and fear ; ſend the 
ſpirit of thy Son into my heart, to dwell and abide 
with me, and to work and rule in me, to purge out 
my droſs, to purify my ſoul, to quicken me in thy 
way, to enable me for thy work, to draw me 
from this world unto thee, my Gop, and to make 
me rejoice and glory with the redeemed of the 
Lord; thro? Jesus CHRIST, my Saviour. Amen. 


_ CHAP. IL. 
Of the Blaſphemy againſt the HoLyv 


HOST, 


Als is what many learned and pious Chriſ- 
tians have and do erroneouſly call the /n 
againſi the HoLy GHosT; and thereby occaſion many 
doubts and diſtractions about the nature and effect 
of it, to the great injury and diſquiet of many ſin- 
cere and good chriſtians : and therefore I ſhall un- 
dertake its explanation with greater care and deſire 
to clear up thoſe doubts, and to deliver them from 
thoſe diſtractions. | 

' The reaſon why the learned have contributed to 
this miſtake, may be accounted for in their attempts 
to define or to deſcribe this blaſphemy, by ideas 
ariſing 
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ariſing from their own zealous conceits, inſtead of 
ſeeking for its deſcription in the canon of the holy 
ſcripture. 

In the definition of a ſin of ſo heinous a nature, 
direct and evident proof of Gop's word is requi- 
ſite. It is not enough to enquire what fins are 
moſt deſperate and deadly, and then to conclude, 
that ſuch muſt be the ins againſt the HoLy GHosr. 
For the more dreadful a fin is found to be, the more 
fearful we ought to be alſo in the charging or fix- 
ing of it upon a ſpecial crime, or particular per- 
ſon ; as the ſchoolmen have done, who have made 
ix differences of this fin, without any colour of au- 
thority from the word of Gop for ſo doing: and I 
could wiſh that ſome of our moſt learned divines in 
the reformed churches had not alſo ſtarted afide 
from ſcripture, and given ſuch intricate and con- 
tradictory definitions of this fin, as tend only to the 
perplexing of the tender conſciences of weak chri- 
ſtians. For whoſe ſake, and for the glory of Gop, 
I undertake this point. 

The ſcripture account of this fin, commonly fo 
called, is as far as I can collect, that the blaſphemy 
azainſt the HoLy GnosT, was an evil ſpeaking or ſlan- 
dering of the miracles of our Saviour CHRIST, by thoſe, 
who tho they were convinced by the miracles, to believe 


that fuch*works could not be done but by the power of 


Gop : yet they did maliciouſly ſay, that they were 
wrought by the power of the devil. 

Where I forbear to call it the /n, and name it 
the blaſphemy againſt the HoLy GrHosT ; agreeable to 


the word of CHRIST and his evangeliſts : who, tho? 


every blaſphemy is a fin, no where names this crime 
by any other term than the blaſphemy, Neither is 
there any ſuch name as the ſin againſt the Hol x 
GHosT to be found in all the ſcripture: yet it ap- 
pears both in /Aatthew and Mark, that there was 
juſt occaſion offered for our Saviour to have named 
| it 
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it the /n again/! the HoLy GHosT, where he com- 


pares it with the /n again/! the ſon of man. But he MW 7 
forbears to uſe any other term than the blaſphemy sb 
if thereby he intended to teach us that this crime b 
conſiſts only in curſed ſpeaking or blaſpheming, t. 
Why then do we ſearch for another way of ſpeech, MW * 
and not be contented to ſpeak of this oftence againſt i 4 


the HoLy Ghost, in the ſelf- ſame terms the great 
oracle of our faith has expreſſed it? | - - 

The texts wherein the blaſphemy again// the Holt © 
GHnosrT is mentioned are in att. xii. 31. All man- 
ner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unta mn; * 
but the blaſphemy againſt the Ho.y GHOST. In Mari iſp © 
iii. 28. All fins ſhall be forgiven the ſons of men, and 
blaſphemies wherewith ſocver they blaſpheme ; but he that 
ſhall blaſpheme againſt the HoLy GHosT hath newer 
forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eternal damnation. And 
in Luke xii. 10. WYhoſcever ſhall ſpeak a word again 
the fon of man, it ſhall be forgiven him; but unto hin fo 
that am again/} the HoLy GHosr, it ſhall nit pl 
be forgiven him, And while we confine our ideas to 
theſe expreſſions, there's no fear of deviating from 
the truth. ; 

Here then let it be obſerved, that blaſphemy is, in 
its proper and immediate ſignification, a fpeatin; 
againſt another, as might more largely be explainec 
from the import of the Greet word uſed by Matthes 
and Luke, which in the original is @ hurting or bla. 
ing the fame, credit, reputation, or blaiming of ai: 


— 


ther. 
But to paſs from the name to the thing itſelf, v 


may obſerve by the coherence of the texts, that tte 
blaſphemy. again the HoLy GrnosT was ſpoken by 
our Saviour concerning the ſcribes and phariſces; who 
having ſeen JEsvs caſt out a devil, blind and dumb, 
to the amazement of the people, ſaid, He caſteth ou! 
devils by Belzebzb, the prince of the devils : and 
that he had an unclean ſpirit, Which. ſpeech . the 
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Phariſees to ſlander the miracles of JIEsus, wrought 
| by the power of the divine ſpirit, he diſtinguiſhed. 
| by the name of blaſphemy againſt the Holy GHosr, 
to convey a more deteſtable idea of the crime, which 
| traduced that power, by which he, in his human 
| nature, wrought miracles for the confirmation of 
his doctrine. 
Tue end, for which miracles were wrought, was 
| evidently to prove, that JIEsus was the MAeſſab; 
that the multitude beholding with their eyes the 
works which he wrought, might thereby be engaged 
to believe the doctrine which he taught; as appears 
more fully from the following paſſages of holy wrip. 
The works that I do in my father's name, bear wilit/s 
| of me. If 1 do nat the works of my father, believe me 
wt: tho ye believe me not, believe the works, John x. 
| Believe me, that I am in the father, or elſe belicve me 
| for the very work's ſale, John xiv. When the diſci- 
| ples of John aſked, Art thou he? IEsus anſwer'd, 
Go ſhew John thoſe things that you ſee and hear, the 
blind receive their fight, the lame walk, &c. Matt. xi. 
Theſe and many other places ſhew, that the work- 
ing of miracles was an act of the molt glorious ma- 
nifeſtation of the power and majeſty of Gop: by 
which, at the firſt, the ſimpleſt men were led by 
their outward ſenſe, to that great myſtery of inward 
faith in CarIsT, their redeemer. on Wop iv. 29. 
and Zahn ix. Therefore, it was the moſt malicious 
ſlander, that could be invented by men, who were 
eye witnefles of ſuch miracles, as did make them 
know that CHRIST was a teacher come from Gop, 
to blaſpheme that power, by which thole miracles. 
were wrought, and to ſay, they were done by the 
help of the devil: for thereby they endeavoured, as 
much as in them Jay, to deſtroy the very principles 
of faith, and to prevent the firſt propagation of the 
goſpel, to the univerſal injury of all mankind ; and 


mo theſe Phariſees were not chriſtians, and therefore 
could 
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could not fall from the faith, which they never had; 
yet they did know and believe, that CHRIST was 4 


teacher come from Gop; according to what our Sa- 
viour told them in 7%n vii. 28. Ye both know me, and 


whence J am. They did not believe in him, as 
a ſaviour, but as a great prophet ſent from Gop, 
They truſted to be ſaved by their law: and becauſe 
IEsus taught ſuch things, as did abrogate that law, 
in which they ſo much gloried, they were ſo malj- 
cious to his doctrine, which they did not believe, 
that they did ſpeak evil of his miracles, which they 
did believe, left the people, by approving of his mi- 
racles, ſhould have faith in his doctrine. | 

Let it alſo be obſerved, that this crime is pro- 
perly called the blaſphemy againſi the HoLy GnosT: 
becauſe the miracles, wrought by JesUs, who did 
caſt out devils by the ſpirit of Gop, Matt. x. 28. 
and by his diſciples, to whom he communicated 
that power, were done by the power of the Spirit 
or HoLy GHosT ; at it is written in 1 Cor. xii. the 
working of miracles is by the ſame ſpirit, 

The blaſphemy or ſm againſt the ſon of man, was the 
looking upon CHRIST as a mere man, and diſgrace- 
fully charging his converſation, when they ſaid, Be- 

hold a gluttan, a wine-bibber, a friend to publicans and 
ſinners but the blaſphemy again/t the HoLy Gros" 
was, when they beholding the miracles of CHRIST, 
did enviouſly and maiiciouſly aſcribe thoſe works to 
the devil, which they did know and believe to be 
done by the power of Gop. 
So that, as well from the paſſages in the goſpels, 
wherein the blaſphemy againſt the HoLy GHosT 1s 
mentioned; as from the general ſilence of the other 
apoſtolic writers, who have not once mentioned this 
blaſphemy in their epiſtles and other writings, it does 
not appear ſafe to aſcribe the committing of this crime 
to any, but to the ſcribes and phariſees, and their fol- 


lowers or aſſociates, and that it is probable, ys 
the 


the Holy GunosrT. 281 


the blaſphemy agaimſt the HoLy Ghost is not a fin 
committable by any Chriſtian, that lived not in the 
time of our Saviour. Yet may they tremble, as 
bordering upon it, and ready to drop into it, who 
make it a common and light thing, to withſtand 
the ſtrivings of the HoLy SPIRIT, and contract a 
habit of deſpiſing all his gracious offers to check 
them in their evil ways, and their boldneſs to en- 
gage in forbidden things. 


THE FRATER 


Gop the HoLy Gos, *tis grievous unto 
me to remember all the ways by which 1 
have offended thee. O give 'me an humbling ſenſe 
of my folly and my fin, I beſeech thee, good Lord; 
znd forgive me all the heinous guilt that I have 
contracted by withſtanding thy holy motions, de- 
ſpiſing thy gracious aſſiſtance, and raſhly enjoying 
thoſe things which thou haſt forbidden; and make 
me diſſatisfied and uneaſy with myſelf, till I become 
pleaſing to my GoD: that it may be grievous as 
death to me, wilfully to offend thee, and that I may 
account it my life and my joy to will and live with 
thee, and to delight myſelf in the Lord, and be 
acceptable to my GoD. Amen. 


CHAF. IF. 
Of the Limitations of Human Knowledge. 


() NE principal benefit of the HoLy GHosT is 
to guide us into the way of all truth. But man 
is ſo proud and vain, as never to be ſatisfied with 
that proportion of knowledge allotted to every one 
by the wiſdom and goodneſs of their creator. He 
was no ſooner created, but the deſire of more know- 

ledge 


** W N. 
— —— — 


} 
T. 
3 
* 
| 
4 
uy 
l * 
7 
= 
14 
LS 


282 Of the Limitations 


ledge, than human nature was to be entruſted with 
from heaven, provoked God to drive both An 
and Eve out of paradiſe, Gen. iii. 

This propenſity after forbidden, unneceſſary, and 
unattainable knowledge, was fo engrafted in the 
corrupt nature of man, that we may aſcribe there. 
unto all the errors and idolatries, which diſhondur— 
ed Gon, and provoked him to puniſh the vain and 
proud offenders. And. Jes obſerved this foib's 
to encreaſe ſo much amongſt the Haelites, whom 
the Lord had chofen for his own people, that de H 
cxhorts them ftrenuouſly to lay aſide vain ſpecula- WM, 
tions, and only to obey and obſerve the revealcl WM. 5 
will of Gop, in the ſearch of their duty towards n 
Gop and man. The ſecret things, (ſays he in Zou, WM. 
xxix. ult.) bel;ng unto the Lord our Go: but thi? 8 
things which are revealed, belong unto us and to cur clii- M f 
dren for ever, that we may do all the words of this lau. WM : 10 
A paſſage, which they would do well to conſider N nge 
and practiſe, who in the c<r;/ian church, not only hach 
defire to pry into the hidden and unrevealed decrees, nad. 
counſels and purpoſes of Gop; but defire vehe- E. 
mently to impoſe their opinions, which are at belt: Ne - 
only problematical, concerning thoſe ſecret things, and tons 
perſecute others, if in their power, for rejecting inis! 
their inventions, and for conſcientiouſly adhering thing 
unto, and doing thoſe things that are plainly 1&- Hande 


vealed. 5 cauſe 
Therefore, it is our duty, when we attempt to WF... 


ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdom, concerning al M 
things that the largeneſs of our ſoul deſireth to him - 
know, not to depart from the ſtudy of the law 01 veal 
Gop, by prying into thoſe things, which none but WW, 
his divine underſtanding can comprehend, and his rble 
infinite wiſdom has not thought proper to reveal. eltern 

When we are preſſed with a deſire to find cut Port 7 
ſome new thing; it muſt firſt be conſider'd, wh*- Wh. ca 
ther that knowledge we deſire, will terminate 1! A 


{uct 
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uach uſeful and poſſible perfections as are ſuitable to 


the condition and circumſtances of our nature; or 
to be attain'd by the improvement of the faculties 
Gop hath beſtow'd upon us, under the direction of 
the holy ſpirit. For, when our knowledge exceeds 
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de theſe bounds, it terminates only in pride and va- 
and The almighty creator has communicated to every 


10.” Wl fort of creatures ſuch perfections, as he himſelf was 
om Wl pleaſed to give: and the condition of each of their 
* WW natures became the law of Gop, by which they 


4 
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a. ouzht every one, to limit and regulate their deſires 
acl WW nd enquiries. And tho' ſome can't arrive at that 3 
Fo {ort or degree of knowledge, which the facultics of 4 
ext: weir nature might be qualified to attain : yet we + 
0 te not to murmur againſt God for this reſtraint; "4 
ii» no more than it would be reaſonable for us to be 1 
aw, tifpleaſed, that Gop has not made us equal to the 1 
ider angels; or for the angels to be angry, becauſe Gop 
07 bach reſerved ſome attributes to himſelf, and has not * 
e nade them poſſeſſed of all perfections. 7 
E Every one ought to be ſolicitous and zealous in 4 
che ſearch after truth; in order to frame right no- 4 
and tons of GoD, and to ſerve him acceptably. But # 
ting this ſhould never lead us into an enquiry after ſuch * 
tus wings as puzzle and confound the underſtanding, ia 
©” end can never be acquired by human nature: be- 
Ls cauſe Gop has reſerved the knowledge of theſe ſe- by 
Nes to himſelf alone, . 
* Man has a certain meaſure of knowledge allow'd 1 
0 him in this life, ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſes and 4 
hs oocaſions thereof; but not to ſatisfy the preſump- 4 
bisous curiolity of ſome aſpiring minds. He is ca- A 
1 able of underſtanding the nature and properties of 4 
cdernal things, fo far as they conduce to our ſup- bt 
SE: rt and welfare in this world, and no farther: 
4 „le can compare things together; eſtimate their re- 
TY natures, and conceive how they influence each. 


other. 
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other. From hence he can raiſe obſervations, and 
deduce concluſions, invent and improve whatever 


is advantageous to the purpoſes of a ſocial life. ” 
And from the knowledge of theſe viſible things of 
the creation, man again deduces, and ſees the invi- _ 


{ible things, ſuch as the eternal exiſtence, and inh- 

finite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of Gop ; and T 

arrives at the knowledge of ſuch other divine attri- | 

butes, as are neceſſary to the purpoſes of reli- bs 
ion. 

It is therefore commendable for mortal men to . 
enquire into the operations of nature, which are 
the work of Gop ; and to reaſon from viſible ob- h 
jects, in order to raiſe pious conceptions of the di- ” 
vine attributes ; ſo far as they have faculties and 
opportunities to do it: but they muſt always ce- of 
member to reſtrain their deſire of knowledge »/1ithin 


the bounds of thoſe faculties, &c. and not *vith 2 = 
proud and imperious heart, intrude into thoſe thing, WI 
which they have not ſeen, vainly puffed up with a flab- | 
ly mind. 

As we are forbid to ſearch after that, which it is ” 
impoſſible for us to attain 3 ſo we muſt not be ſoli- in 
citous after that, which is unlawful for us to deſire. 5 
How ſhall vain man, who knoweth not the real Foxy 


and true nature of any thing, with which he daily 
converſes, deſcribe the inviſible nature and eſſence all 
of the divine being, which cannot be comprehend. 


ed? Canſt thou find out the Almighty to perfection; = 
Alas ! he is higher than heaven, what canſt thou know! div! 
deeper than hell, what canſt thou do? Job xi. 7, 8. 7 


Goy has revealed to us every thing neceſſary to 
inſpire us with true notions of his being and at- 
tributes, and has enabled our reaſon to form jult 
ideas of them: ſo that we can't be too inquiſitive 
after theſe things revealed to us : but what cannot be 


known clearly by reaſon and revelation, _ the 
vine 
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divine nature and attributes concerns us not: for 


! we can't by ſearching find out the nature of Gon, 

ife, To ſearch after things unlawful, would be acting 
of over again the original diſobedience of our firſt pa- 
K rents. Could we propoſe to ourſelves never fo 


much pleaſure in the diſcovery of what is impoſſi- 
ble for us to find out, our deſire of ſuch a know- 


Url ledge. which GoD has reſerved to himſelf, would 
ei- be at leaſt, the occaſion and cauſe of fin. F or, 

tho' the tree of knowledge of good and evil appeared 
ha to our firſt parents to be pleaſant to the eye, and a tree 


" 1 be deſired to make one wiſe ; yet foraſmuch as Gop 
had expreſly forbidden them 79 tafte of the fruit of 


= that tree, having reſerved it to be a ſingle inſtance of 
* homage and e to himſelf in quality 
* of creator, and lord of paradiſe, it is evident, that 
* the deſire of that knowledge, which they expected 
© to attain by eating that forbidden fruit, was at laſt, 


| the occaſion and cauſe of their fin. 

N It is alſo unlawful to ſearch after any thing in 
ſuch a manner, as in the purſuit thereof to neglect 
the ſtudy of the law of Gob. While our ſtudies raiſe 
in us worthy notions of Gop, and cultivate in us 
charitable diſpoſitions towards all men, they will 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation : becauſe they will teach 
us to adore the wiſdom of the almighty creator in 
ad- al his works, and to believe the truths of religion, 
„ in fuch a manner, as thereby to be perſuaded to 
conform our practice in earneſt to the rules of the 


w! 

*" WJ divine law. 

* This only is truly worthy of a rational being, 
u- and acceptable to Gobp. This only is a ſtudy, which 


alt will teſtify that Gop is with us; and that we are 
e guided by the HoLy GHosT : which will yield us 
1 both preſent and future ſatis faction: which will af- 
ford us the trueſt contentment now, and the ſolideſt 
and moſt ſubſtantial joy at the aff, 
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They that ſtudy the works of Gop and natur 
otherwiſe, and ſearch after the truths of religion i 
another manner, would do well to conſider in wh: 
manner human knowledge is diſtinguiſned by &. 
lomon, who had given his curioſity the moſt un. 
bounded liberty, and had beyond compariſon the 
largeſt extent of knowledge ever beſtowed upon 
mere man, whe wiſdom compaſſed the whole untver{: ; 
and whoſe under/tanding was as great as the ſand upun 
the ſea ſhore ; yet this very man, when he came ſe- 
riouſly to compare all things, which he had obſery- 
ed, and to conſider the laſt iſſue of things, he cau- 
tions all men to remember, that there is a wiſdom, 
which multiplieth bitterneſs; and that there is 2 
knowledge, which bringeth nothing but wearineſs; 
and then concludes with this wiſe reflection: Let u 
Hear the conthufion of the whole matter: fear Gov ani 
keep his commandments, for this is the WHOLE, cl: 
X11. 13. If we confine our religious inquiries to 
this rule, we ſhall do the whole duty of man,“ and ar 
rive at our. whole happineſs: but if we defire more 
knowledge than our whole duty, we thereby {hz 
be led to neglect part, and perhaps the moſt eflentiz! 
part of our duty, which will multiply bitterneſs at the laſ. 


THE PRAYER. 


| Lord Gon, who in thy infinite wiſdom hal: 

reſerved to thyſelf the knowledge of many 
things from the inquiries of mortal man, and hat 
vouchſafed to grant him ſuch a meaſure of know 
ledge, as may be ſufficient to lead us to, and to coi- 
firm him in his duty, and to anſwer all the purpot 
and occaſions of human life: give me a true ſene 
of my own inability to find out the ſecret thing 
which thou haſt not revealed, and of the folly, vi 
nity and fin to pry into thoſe things, which non 


but divine underſtanding can comprenend. Let u 
let 
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reſt ſatisfied with the perfections thou haſt been 
pleaſed to communicate to me; and never preſume 
to ſearch after any thing that is either impoſſible 
for me to attain, or unlawful for me to defire ; al- 
ways believing what thy Son has revealed, and ready 
to embrace the dictates of thy holy ſpirit. And this 
I beg thro' JESUS CHRIST. Amen. 


SS A 37 *. 


Of the ever bleſſed TRINITY, Three Perſons 
and One Gop. 


AVING duly confider'd the argument of 
the preceeding chapter, where it is ſhewn, 
that the defire of human knowledge ſhould be con- 
fined within the bounds of human capacities; we ſhall 
paſs to that great myſtery of our faith, where we are 
taught to believe three perſons and one GOD in the 
Trinity, | 
Nothing can be more clearly revealed than this 
article of our belief: yet nothing is more impoſli- 
ble for human underſtanding, than to arrive at a 
juſt and perfect knowledge in what manner that 
bleſſed three exiſts in ne God. The Trinity and 
Unity is one of thoſe things which are revealed, and 
conſequently belong untous and to our children to know: 
but the manner how'this exiſteth, is one of the ſe- 
cret things, that belong unto the Lord our Gon. 
Therefore, when this or any other divine myſtery 
is propoſed for our aſſent, let us always obſerve 
what it is we are to believe, leſt we miſtake the ob- 
ject of our faith, and inſtead of aſſenting unto the 
propoſition, which our reaſon acknowledges comes 
from Gob, we vainly enquire into the manner, how 
that object exiſteth; which manner nat being re- 
vealo] to us, is not to be comprehended by bare 
| reaſon. 
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reaſon. For, tho” reaſon is that means, by which 
the father of light, and fountain of all knowledge, 
communicates to mankind that portion of truth, 
which he has placed within the reach of our natural 
faculties ; yet that unaſſiſted reaſon cannot ſearch 
into the ſecret things of GoD, Reaſon only ſerves 
to vouch for the truth of thoſe new ſet of diſcove- 
ries made by divine revelation, in the teſtimony and 
proof it gives, that they are come from Gop. 80 
the uſe of reaſon is to try the evidences brought for 
a divine revelation : and the uſe of divine revela- 
tion, or true faith, is not to ſet reaſon aſide: but, 
after that, upon a due examination, it finds and 
pronounceth the revelation to be divine, to become 
a true and ſafe guide for the attainment of thoſe 
myſteries, which before it was not able to diſcover, 
Thus it is we are to be guided in the ſearch of 
this great myſtery of the be Trinity. It is pro- 
poſed to us for our aſſent and belief: our reaſon ex- 
amines the evidences or motives of credibility, or 
the authority, which conveys this general truth to 
us: and when it finds this myſtery warranted by 
the ſame authority, as impoſes on us the belief ot 
a God; it then pronounceth the neceflity of our 
believing, tho' we have not a comprehenſive know- 
ledge of every particular relating to it, and do not 
underſtand the manner how it may be. For, the 
very ſame rule, which teacheth us that there 1s 3 
revealed religion or divine revelation, teacheth allo, 
that whatever Gop reveals is moſt infallibly true, 
tho' it be never ſo ſeemingly contradictory to hu- 
man capacities. Us 
Therefore, as Gop has reſerved ſome things, 
that can only be known by himſelf alone, let us not 
ſeem to rival the ſupreme being with our vain de- 
fires, leſt we become like thoſe apoſtate ſpirits, ul 
kept not their firſt eflate , but having revolted from G0" 
are reſerved in chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgmen 
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the great day. Let us rather endeavour to attain 
that knowledge only, which may make us wiſe un- 
to ſalvation ; and always bear in mind theſe excel- 
lent words of the wiſe ſon of Sirach: any are in 
kigh places and of renown ; but myſteries are revealed to 
the meek, Seek not cut the things that are too hard for 
thee ; nor ſearch the things that are above thy flrength, 
But what is commanded thee, think thereon with reve- 
rence : for it is not needful for thee to ſce with thine 
eyes the thi®gs which are in ſecret, Eccleſ. iii. 21. 

eing thus prepared for receiving the doctrine of 
the bleed Truuty, we will now enquire in whz 
manner this incomprehenſible myſtery can be ac- 
counted the object of our knowledge. 

To proceed with the utmoſt care not to treſpaſs 
upon the hidden things of Cop, and to attain the 
utmoſt knowledge ot this revealed truth, we will 
enquire ſpeculativeiy into the ſcripture account of 
their nature, and into the moral and praclical rela- 
tion which the three perſons in the godhead bear 
towards mankind. 

In a ſpeculative light we are to enquire into the 
nature of thoſe divine perſons. Tow far the L 
Trinity can be ſaid to be the object of our know- 
ledge in this view, is not ealſy to be aſcertained. 
tor, as this part of our faith is that, which we 2re 
leaſt capable to underſtand ; becauſe we are leatt 
concerned therein; ſo the ſcriptures are very conciſe 
in this particular: it being of much more impor- 
tance, that it ſhould be clearly revealed to us, what 
thoſe perſons are relatively to us, than what their 
nature is abſolutely in themſelves, Yet even upon this 
head, it is revealed to mankind, T'hat | 

Gop the Father is one ſupreme abſolute indepen- 
dent cauſe and original of all things : whoſe name 
is I AM: eternal, infinite, omnipotent, and ſelf- 
ſufficient : neither created, nor begotten, nor pro- 
ceeding from another: the maker and Lord of all 

O things 3. 
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things; by whom all things material and immate. 
rial, viſible and inviſible, animate and inanimate, 
rational and irrational, mortal and immortal, in 
heaven and in earth, were made: by whoſe word 
the lands and the waters, the air, ſun, moon and 
ſtars, the heaven or firmament, and the heaven cf 
' heavens, and all things that are therein, plants, 
beaſts, men, angels and arch- angels, were created 
out of nothing, of whom the Son himſelf, the ſa— 
viour of mankind, was before all ages Begotten in 
an ineffable manner: and from whom the ſpirit of 
ruth, the comforter and ſanctifier of all holy men 
proceedeth, or is ſent forth. 

This is the ſupreme father or lord of all, who ne 
dwelleth in light inacceſſible; whoſe majeſty no 
thought can comprehend : whoſe glory no eye can 
behold : whoſe power no ſtrength can reſiſt: from /*: 
whoſe preſence no ſwiftneſs can flee : whoſe know- ©: 


„J V ĩ ² 


2 


ledge penetrates into the moſt ſecret and inward M 
parts of the creation: whole juſtice no art can! “ 
evade, and whoſe mercy and goodneſs extend over . 
all his creatures. | 

This is the Gop, whom. natural light dictated the 
to the heathen world: whom Abraham, Iſaac and tio: 
Jacob adored : who brought the children of Y No 
out of the land of Egypt; even the Father of our peri 
Lord JESsus CHRIST, of whom, and throug thei 


whom, and to whom are all things. See page 13. at 
concerning the being and nature of Gop. 
As to the nature of GOD the Son, it is revealed Pref! 


unto us, that the divine perſon, our Lord and S-, * « 
viour JEsUs CHRIsT, had a being in the boſom il *2* / 
his father, and was partaker of his father's glor7 Art 
before the foundation of the world, in ſuch a mas H 
ner, as to be alſo one Gop with the father : for, int * ſpe 


beginning was the WORD, and the WORD wos 4 
Gon, and the word was GoD, John i. 1. where? 
the werd We are to underſtand ihe only legotten Sen 
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Gop; becauſe he was, as it were, the mouth or 
oracle of GoD the Father; the angel of his pre- 
ſence; the great publiſher or preacher of his will; 
and the mediator between Go and his creatures, 
For, as all men muſt appeal to God thro' him in 
their prayers and thankſgivings, and as there is none 
other name under heaven given unto men, in whom 
and thro* whom we may receive health and falva- 
tion, but only the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus CHRIST ; ſo thro' him are derived and con- 
veyed all communications of Gop the father to his 
Creaturcs. 

He is the only begotten of the father; the bright- 
neſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
fon, upholding all things by the word of his puwer, 
He was the firſt principle and head over all: wha 
Hall declare his generation © All thinns were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made, 
Moreover, all things were created for him, and by him 
they conſ;fl. See John i. 2 Col. i. 16. Heb. i. 2. Eph. 
lil. 9. and Rev. iii. 14. and page 113, Ec. 

The ſcripture gives little or no encouragement to 
the inquiſitiveneſs and curioſity of humat. ſpecula— 
tion, concerning the nature of the Hour Gst. 
Nothing more is revealed than that he 1s a divine 
perſon, proceeding and being ſent forth from the fa- 
ther and from the ſon ; we have no account of the 
manngy of that proceſſion or derivation : and there- 
tore we muſt be content with what the ſcripture ex- 
preflerh, of his being in a ſingular manner, which 
we can't preſume to underſtand, much leſs explain, 
the ſpirit of GoD. But of this more largely in the 


Jjirſt chapter of this third book. 


Having thus ſhewn what the ſcripture declares in 

a ſpeculative manner, concerning the nature of the 
Father, Son, and Hzly Ghoſt ; we proceed to conſider 
thele three divine perfons in their moral relation to 
O 2 us, 
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us, or to enquire how the ces of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt relate to mankind. 

GOD 35 Father being abſolute and ſupreme over 
all, made the world by the miniſtration of his ſon, 
and governs it by a perpetual providence, He com- 
paſſionating the miſerable ſtate of mankind, into 
which they fell by the ſin of our firſt parents, and 
reſolving to ſave them by his free grace, fent his fon 
to take our nature upon him, and therein to reveal 
his gracious will, and delivered him up to an ignomi- 
nious death, that he might expiate our tranſgreſſions, 
and fatisfy divine juſtice by his own blood: for 
which end he raiſed JESUS from the dead; exaltcd 
him to his own right hand ; appointed him to be 
judge of the quick and the dead; has made al! 
things ſubject unto him, and by him reconciles all 

things unto himfelf in heaven and carth : and has 
2ppointed a kingdom of eternal happinets to as many 
2s believe in him, ſerve and obey him, and will de- 
ſtroy the wicked with an everlaſting deſtruction. 

GoD the Son, by the appointment of the father, 
according to the promiſe made to Adam and his po- 
iterity, i: our ſaviour, mediator, advocate, and will 
be our judge at the Jaſt day. He emptied himſcit 
of his divine glory, and voluntarily took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, was made fleſh, and dwelt in 
this world; and to make our faith and repentance 
acceptable to his father, laid down his life for us, 
became a propitiation for our fins, interceeds for us 
before the throne of grace, and will come to judge 
the whole earth, every one according to their 
works. 

Gop the Fly Chai, in his moral relation to 
mankind, has been particularly and fully deſcribed 
in the firſt chapter of this book : and therefore we 
ſhall now enquire what is praclical, concerning th? 
honour or worſhip due to cach of theſe three divine 
perſons. , 

a 


Of the ever bleſſed Trinity. 293 

To the perſon of the father is to be directed that 
abſolute and ſupreme worſhip, by which he is ac- 
knowledged to be alone the maker and judge of all: by 
whoſe incomprehenſible power the world was crea- 
ted : by whoſe unerring providence the univerſe is 
governed: who ſent forth his ſon to redeem us, and 
his holy ſpirit to ſanctiſy us: and to whom at the 
conſummation of all things, our Lord {hall deliver 
up the kingdom. It is therefore to the perfon of 
the father we are to pray for pardon, ſorgiveneſs and 
remiſſion of our fins : that our faith and repentance 
may be accepted through the powerful interceſſion 
of CHRIST our great high-prieft, and that our 
hearts may be renewed by the inſpiration of his 
holy ſpirit: and to him we are to give continual 
thanks for his original and undeſerved goodneſs in 
ſending his fon, at firſt, to be the ſaviour of the 
world, and to be unto us a propitiation thro? faith in 
his blood; and for the continuation of that bleſſing, 
in affording us the perpetual aſſiſtance of the HoLy 
GHosT. 

We muſt worſhip the Son, by offering up all our 
prayers in his name; whatſoever we aſk the Father 
in his name, we ſhall reccive it. We muſt rely 
on his merits, and depend upon his interceſſion. 
We muſt obey him, as our lord; love him, as our 
ſaviour ; apply to him, as our mediator and advo- 
cate; and fear him, as our judge. For, God hath 
given him a name which 1s above every name, that 
at the name of JEsvUs every knee ſhould bow, and 
that every tongue ſhould confeſs that JESUS CHRIST 
is Lord to the glory of GoD the Father. So that 
as before all men honoured the Father, it is now 
the peculiar addition of the chri/{zan religion, that 
we muſt honour the Father through the Son, to the 
glory of Gop the Father. 

We muſt honour the perſon of the divine fpirit, 
by acknowledging him to be the inipirer of the pro- 
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phets; the immediate worker of miracles, which 
are called the witneſſes and teſtimony, the power 
and demonſtration of the ſpirit ; the ſanctifier of all 
hearts, and the immediate diſtributer of all gifts, 
which God diſtributes for the edification of the 
church of CHRIST. | 
Ve muſt reccive and believe his teſtimony, as de- 
livered in the inſpired writings ; obey his godly mo- 
tions; be ſolicitous to obtain his gifts and graces, 
and infinitely careful not to grieve, nor quench, nor 
drive him from us. | 
AMPS FRALSE 

op grant that I, and every one, may ſo give 

honour to the Father of all things, thro? the 
mediation and interceſſion of his Son our Saviour 
Jasus CHRIST, and by the aſſiſtance and operation 
of the HoLy GHosT ; that by the communion and 
fellowthip of the ſame ſpirit, and thro' the merits 
and death of the Son of Gop made man, we may 
be preſented blameleſs before the throne of the Fa- 
ther of inacceſſible majeſty in the great day; through 
Jzsus CHRIST. Amen, 
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4 Of the CavRcn of Cuglsr, 216 Autho- 
ts rity: and of cbogſing our RELIGION. 
* 


h NX HE church of CHRIST is defined to be 
5 T V the church of the living God, the pillar 
BA We and ground of truth, 1 Tim. iii. 15. com- 
K. r poſed of, or including all viſible believers, 

wacrever diſperſed or diſtreſſed over the 
whole world; and maintaining the truth of the 

» goſpel, with power and demonſtration of the ſpirit, 
againſt the very gates of hell. Where a true gol- 
pel faith is the foundation and ſupport, there wilt 
be alſo the church of the living Gop united under 
JesUs CHRIST its head. 

The church of England in its xixth article of re- 
ligion, is of the ſame opinion, where we are taught, 
that „the viſible church of CHRIST is A congre— 
e gation of faithful men, in which the pure word 

© of Gon is preached, and the ſacraments duly ad- 
90 4 © minittred. 
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« miniſtred according to CHaIsT's - ordinance, j1 
all thoſe things that of necetlity are requiſite tg 
«the fame.” 

In this definition we are taught the viſcbility, th 
unity and univerſality, and the marks or tokens of the 
vilrble church. 

That there is a church of CHRIST not only in- 
vittble, but alſo viſible, is manifeſt from many pa 
tages of holy writ, The inviſible is compoſed of al 
the eleft, who are or ſhall be either in heaven tii— 
umphing g, or on earth fighting againſt the Reth, the 
world and the devil. Which inembers of che church 
ate ſaid to be inviſible, not becauſe their perſons are 
nid from the ſight of men; but becauſe their faith 
and conſcience towards Gop, i is not perfectly known 
to us. 

The members of the viſible church are for of 
them for Gop, and ſome againſt Gop : every one 
heing deemed a part of the church, and accountcd 
faithful in the ſight of man, ſo Jong as he makes 
no manifeſt and open violation of, and oppoſition 
to the goſpel of JESUS CHRIST. 

The inviſible and triumphing church is clearly 
deſcribed in Revelations, under the character of tho!: 
who overcome and keep the works of CHRIST wnto th? 
end, cloathed in white raiment ; whoſe names are Writes 
in the book of life ; and who are made pillars in the 
temple of God, ch. ii. ver. 26, 28. ch. iii. ver. 5, 
12. and ch. vii. ver. 14, 15. where we rcad that, 
theſe are they which came cut of the great tribulation, ant 
have waſhed their ribes, and made them white in be 
bl:od of the lamb, Ther efore are they before the th: 57 
of GoD, _ erde him day ana night in his — i 
and he that fiiteth upon the throne foal awrcil ams 
them. 

As for the viſible militant church, it is as cleat- 
ly ſet forth by the divine penmen. In Galatian' 
1. 29. WC have an account that they who are 4 
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after the fleſh perſecute them that are born after the 
ſpirit, In Epheſians vi. 10, &c. the apoſtle by his 
exhortation to be flrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might; and to put on the whale armour of GoD, 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the de- 
vil, informs us how to conduct ourſelves in the 
church militant againſt our ſpiritual enemies, and 79 
wreſtle againſt principalities and powers, againſi ru- 


' lers of the darkneſs of this world, and again/t the ſpiri- 


tual wickedneſs in high places. For all that wilt live 
godly in CHRIST JESUS hall fuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 
iii. 12. compared with 1 Pet. v. 9, 10. Aev. xii. 7, 
11, 17. xvii. 14. 

The viſible church is to be ſearched for in thoſe 
ſcriptures, where our Saviour has given us the pa- 
rable of the /e .¾er, the marriage, and the virgins * 
where alſo he complained, Have not I chrjen you twelve 
and one of you is a devil? John vi. 70. compared 
with John xiii. 11. And the apoſtle writing to 7 :mv- 
1 upon this ſubject, uſeth this ſignificant parable, 
In a great houſe are not only veſſels of geld and filter; 
but alſo of wood, and of earth, and jome for honour, and. 
lome unto diſbanour, 2 Tim. ii. 20. 

This church of CHRISTH nevertheleis is but ne. 
For the viſible church, wherever diſperſed or diſtreſ- 
fed, is not many congregations; but conſiſts of one 
ſociety of the faithful. As it is written in 1 Cor. x. 
9. and Rom. xii. 5. Me that are many are one bey in 
CHRIST, and every one menbers one of anither, com- 
pared with 1 Cor. xii. 12, 12, 14. Nom. xiii. 4, 5. 
There is neither Jew nar Greek: there is neither bond 
wr free : there is neither male nor female, for ye are all 
cue in CHRIST JESUS, Gal. iii. 28. 

This church is wniverſal.. Tho' the viſible church, 
properly underſtood, is but a part of the univerſal, 
it is rightly termed univerſal, foraſmuch as it is a 
congregation. of all the faithful, which has Jz#svs 
CHKIST for its only head; who commanded his 

O 5 diiciples 
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Ciſciples to preach the geſpel to every creature, and t; 
teach al! nations. In contequence of this, we are in- 
formed by the divine penmen, that whoſoever ſhall 
call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, 4s ii. 
21. That the goſpel is the poiver of GOD to ſalvation to 
every one that believrth, Rom. i. 16. That he, who be- 
lieves and is baptized ſball be ſaved, Mark xvi. 16. 
That ix ever 7 len, he that ſerveih GoD and tur- 
righteouſneſs is accepted with him, Acts x. 35. and 
that by CHRIST JESUs, every one that believeth, 13 
juſtified, Acts xiii. 39. By which authorities we 
find every calling, ſex, age and nation, included 
in the viſible church of CHRIST. And as this church 
has becn from the beginning of the world, as may 
be ſeen in Revelations xiii. 8. fo it will continue to 
the end of time, according to the promiſe, Ls / I 
am with eu alway, even unto the end of the world, 
Nlatth. xxviii. 20. 

'The marks or tohens, by which this viſible church 
is to be known and diſtinguiſhed, are the due and 
true adminiſtration of the word of Gop, and of the 
ſacraments inſtituted by CHRIST himſelf. 

Thus we learn the meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, 
where our Saviour calleth them his mother and by 
brethren, which hear the word of Gop and d. 
Like viii. 21. where again he ſaith, He that 1. 7 
COD, heareth GoD's word, John viii. 47. Abe 
hear my voice, John x. 27. Therefore the apor:/c 
to the Romans asketh this plain queſtion, How bail 
they bear without a preacher © And another writes, 
He, that knoweth Gob, heareth us (preachers of the 
goſpel) He, that is not of God, hearth us not, Jolin 
tv. 6. 

The next mark is a right adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments of bapri/m and the Lord's- -ſupper, inſtitu- 
ted by CHRIST himſelf, 

For baptijm we have this proof: Go ye, therefor? 


and teach all naticns, BAFTIZING them in the name 7 
$2; 
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the Father, and of the Son, and of the Il Ghijts 
teaching them to ebſerve all things whatſoever 1 laue 
commanded you, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. By one ſpirit 
we are all baptized into one body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. and 
they that are baptized into CHRIST JESUS, are 

waſhed from their tins, and ſanct:fied : See Rom. vi. 
„re. 

For the Lord sſuppere its inſtitution is proved ex- 
preily from the evangelical record, where it is writ- 
ten, The Lord JEsus, the Jame nicht © in which he was 
betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and ſaid, Take eat, this is my body, which 
is broken fer you, this ds in remembrance of me.—Af- 
ter the ſame manner alis he tobt the cup, when he had 
ſupped, ſaying, This is the nav Teſtament in my blood ;; 
this do, as «ft as yew drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Compare 1 Cor. xi. 23. 245 25. with Lille xxii. 19. 

This is the church of whoſe euthority or privi— 
leges, the twentieth article of the eitabliſhed reli- 
gion in England expreſſeth itfelf in theie words. 
The church hath Dower to decree rites er ceremonies, and 
authority in cantroterſi s of Haitb. Provided the doth 
not ordain any thing, that 15 contrary 0 Gon's written 
word, nor deth expound one place ef {cripture fo as i be 
repugnant to another. Ihe fore, alths? the charch be a 
witneſs, and a keeper of bly writ e yet as it ought not 
to decree any thing ar: in the ſame; fo beſides the 
ſame, ought it not to enforce ary thing to be lelleved for 
neceſſity of ſalvation. 

in which article we are taught, that it is the pri- 
dilege of the church to decree rites and ceremonies : 
a privilege founded upon the example of the apoitles, 
who ordained, that ail things 12 divine worſhip 
ſhould be done decently, and in order; and partici» 
larly, that men ſhould not be n! that women 
ſheuld be covered and keed ſilence; and that the public 
worthip ſhould be pe: formed in a known tongue, under- 


ſtood by thoſe, who attend the divine ſervice. See 
Q 6 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. xi. 4, 74 14, Cc. Xi. 2, 3, 4. But this pri- 
vilege is more eſpecially founded upon the commard.- 


ment of GoD himſelf, who being the author not of 


confuſion, but of peace, will at all times have 
every thing in the church to be done unto edifyim;, 
decently and in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. 

Let we are further taught, that bis privilege doth 
not extend to a licentious and arbitrary power, for 

a church to ordain what rites and ceremonies ſhe 
lea For, it is provided that ſhe ſhall not de- 
cree any rite or ceremony, which, in its own na- 
ture ſha!l be impirus, like thoſe ordinances, man- 
ners and idols, againſt which the prophet warns us 
in theſe words, Malt not in the erdinances of your fa- 
thers ; neither abſern ve their manners ; nor defile Dae 
fetves with I heir idols, ch. xx. 18. who were teaciers 
of varty and of lies, Jer. x. 8. Heb. iii. 18. 

Neither may ſhe decree e any thing, which, in its 
uſe, ſhall be ſeper ſcitigiis, like the Hazen expent\, 
which king Z{cze#iah brake in pieces: or which hall 
for their weight be over heavy, or grievous to bc 
born; like the phartfatcat impoſitions; of which we 
have theſe teitimonies in ſcripture : Ye, ſays JESVUs, 
leds men with burdens grieveas to be born, Luke xi. 40. 
ii tempt ye Go, favs the apoſtolic council at 7 
rifaiem, to the judaizirg chriſtians, ta lay a yoke on the 
diſciples necks, which neither cur fathers nor we, Wes 
able to bear? Adds xv. 10. And again Writes the 
zpofl.e to the Culo/ſtars, complaining of their ſuper- 
ſtitious ceremonies, V are ye burthened with tra- 
ditions? Col. ii. 20. 

Neither is the church to decree or ordain any thing 
tho” ever io worthy in the fight of men, as thereby 
to make void, or bring the ordinance of GopD into 
diſuſe, or little reputation. Of which practice our 


Saviour ſpake to the Phariſees with great diſdain, 
when he faid, In vain as they worſhip me, teaching for 
For, laying aſeae 

1 


dietrines the commandnieuts of men, 
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the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, 
as the waſping of cups and pots; and many other ſuch 
like things ye de. Full well ye rejeft the commandment 
of Go, that ye may keep ' voti ton tradition, &c. matk- 
ing the word of GOD of none effect thro your tradition, 
which ye have delivered, Mark vii. 7—13. — Nor 
againſt chriſtian liberty nor in any wiſe contrary to 
the written word of Gop. For we are command- 
ed to land faſt in the liberty, whereawith CHRIST 
hath made us free, and not : be entangled again with 
the yoke of bendage, Gal. v. 1. and he, who planted 
the church declares expreſly, that every plant, which 
bis father hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up, Matt. 
xv. 13. 
ae, when we afſert that the church vi- 
üble has power to ordain rites, ceremonies, and 
conftitutions, it muſt be underſtood that her de- 
crees, in thoſe caſes, muſt tend altogether to pros 
mote chriitian love, peace and charity : to edify the 
ſervants of the Lord in his holy ſervice and wor- 
ihip; and to keep thein in the fear of Gop. 
The church hath alfo authority to judze and des 
termine in controverſies of faith. This privilege, 
tho? ſtrictly exerciſed in the collective body, is dif- 
fuſiye alſo in ny member of the church, who is 
of found judgment; by which they, in their re- 
hective ations, are enabled to embrace the truth, 
to avoid errors, and to reprove gainſayers; accord- 
ng to the following divine authorities, {eject pro- 
tine and old wives fables, 1 Tim. iv. 7. Beware of 
jalſe prophets, Matt. vii. 15. Be not carried about with 
uvers and ſtrange d;ftrines, Heb. xiii. 9. Beware left 
e being led away with the error of the wicked fall from 
cr own fledfaſineſs, 2 Pet. iii. 17.—1f there come any 
une you, and bring nit this doctrine, receive him not in- 
yur houſe, neither bid him Gon-ſpeed, 2. John 
ver. 10. For there ſhall ariſe falſe CHRIST's and falje 
Pophets, Matt. xxiv. 23, 24.—I. pale as to wiſe men, 
OI 
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or men of underſtanding, judge ve what J ſay, 1 Cor, 
Xx. 15.—Prove all things, hold faſt that which is gu, 
1 Theſſ. v. 21. 

But, if diſputes and controverſies ariſe amongſt 
the faithful, which can't be decided to the ſatisfac- 
tion of each party, they ſhould come before the 
church, and abide by the determination of thoſe, 
who are more particularly ordained to interpret or 
expound the word of Gop. For, the apoſtle writes 
that the manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to every man 
to profit withal, &c. See 1 Cor. xii, 7—10. Yet, 
it was only to his diſciples, whom he ordained to 
preach the goſpel, that our Saviour ſaid, It is give 
to you to know the myſteries of the kingdem of heaven, 
but to them it is not given, Matt xiii. 11. 

Where let it be remarked, in order to avoid con- 
tention amongſt chriſtians, that the analogy of faith 
muſt always be conſidered in expounding the ſcrip- 
ture: and as no propheſy is of any private interpre- 
tation, 2 Pet. i. 20, and whatſoever interpretation 
is given, if it agree not to that analogy of faith, 
commanded to be obſerved in Rm. xi. C, is a pi 
vate interpretation; great care is to be taken, that 
one place of ſcripture be fo interpreted and expoun- 
ed, as it ſhall agree with another; and to all the 
proportion of faith, | 

Hence it appeareth, that notwithſtanding the 
church hath authority to hear and to determine in 
controverſies of faith; yet that power doth not extend 
to judge the word of Gop, nor to judge otherwil? 
than Gop's word doth judge. For thus it is writ- 
ten, I beſcech you, brethren, mar# them diligentiy, 1: 
cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the doctrim, 
which you have learned, and avoid them, Ron. xvi. 17. 
Hear the Son of Ged, Matt. xvii. 5, For, to him givt 
all the prophets witnejs, Acts x. 43. Search the |6rif- 
tires, John v. 39. For, wheſcever tranſgreſſeth, ard 
abideth net in the doctrine of CHRIST, hath not Tok 
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2 John ii. 9. We are built upon the foundation of the 


apofiles and prophets, Eph. ii. 20. 


The whole ſcripture 


is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,, for correction, for 
injtruftion in rightecuſneſs, that the man of GOD may be 


fel fecl, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 


Therefore if any man 


teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholeſome words, even 
the words of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, and to the doc- 
trine, which is according to godlineſs, he is proud; know- 
ing nothing; but doting about queſtions and ſirifes of 
words, whereof cometh envy, rie, railings, evil ſur- 
miſings, perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds, and 
dijtitute of the truth, 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. Nothing 
but the word of Gop hath any title to that truth, 
which cannot fail, to which we muſt ſubmit, and 
through which we are ſancliſied. See John xvii. 16, 


17. To the Jews our Saviour ſaid, They 


have 


Moſes and the prophets, let them hear them, Luke 
xvi. 29, We chri/tians have alſo a ſure word of pro- 


pheſy, 2 Pet. i. 19. 


et ſo far we are to hearken unto the church, 
as to a faithful witneſs, teſtifying to the world what 


S 


hath been the doctrine of God's people in all ages; 
and as a truſty recorder, keeping and making known 
what that word of GoD is, which it hath received. 
dee Li iv. 17. Acts xiii. 27. XV. 21. 2 Cor. iii. 


15. vin. 18. 


Neither may the church enforce any thing to be 
believed, as neceſſary to jaluation, that is either con- 


trary to, or beſides the word of Gop. 


Of which we 


have the ſtrongeſt proofs in Deut. iv. 2. where GoD 
laid to his church under the Maſaic covenant, Ye 


Hall not add unto the word, which 1 command you; nei- 
ther ſhall you diminiſb caught from it. See Gal. iii. 15. 
And the declaration in Revelation XXil. 18, 19. 
ought to confirm the ſame command to Gop's 
people under the new covenant by JESUS CHRIST, 
where we read, that F any man fhall add unto theſe 
tings, GoD jpall add unte him tie plagues, that are 

wrilten 
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written in this boot. And if any man ſhall take ati 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, Go /tall 


take away his part out of the beck of life, and cut f 


the holy city, and from the things which are written i; 
this book, 

From hence we are taught to enquire into the 
grounds of that religion, which is offered for ou; 
profeflion ; ; and to be always ready to give an an- 
ſwer to every one that aſks a reaſon of the hope, 
that is in us. Every one that has a ſoul to be fay- 
ed, is concerned to be fully perſuaded in his cu 
mind, Rom. xv. 5; not taking all upon truſt, but 
Judging, as well as he can for himſelf ; becauſe at 
the laſt day he muſt anſwer for himſelf; and ſo grow- 
ing eſtabliſhed in the truth, and holding faſt, that 
which is good ; that ſeducers may not fraudulently 
wreſt it out of his hands. It is not expected that 
every one ſha]] have a capacity to diſpute with, an! 
to confute ſubtle diſputants and gainſayers ; but they 
muſt be thoroughly perſuaded that the truth they em- 
brace, is available to their ſalvation ; ſo that they 
ſhall not be carried away with every wind of doc- 
trine; but ſhall have in them that, which may pre- 
ſerve them from error and ſuperſtition. 

Wherefore our Lord and our church put all up. 
on ſearching the ſcriptures; and trying the doc- 
trines of our teachers by that infallible rule: 
which all the great things neceſſary to W 
which every one ought to know and believe, ate 
clearly and diſtinctly revealed to every humble and 
ſincere enquirer into God's holy word, the ſtandard 
of all ſaving knowledge and truth, from which 
there lies no appeal. So that it is not what tkis 
doctor, or this church teacheth and ordains ; but 
what the lord of heaven and earth has ſaid, to whica 
a chriſtian ought to conform and ſubmit. 

Many have been the ſtratagems of the devil againit 


pious and devout ſouls, to draw them from the way 
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of truth, and to deceive them in the great affair of ſal- 
vation. Much learning has been employed to cover 
the fraud, to beguile the unwary and unſtable, and 
the falſe zeal of many has carried them by ſea and 
land to make proſelytes to a ſuperſtition, which 
has made them threefold more children of the devil. 
They that deſert and reject the holy ſcriptures can 
fd no ſure footing any where elie, It is he, who 
itands faſt on this holy ground, that is ſafe from the 
wiles of the devil, and the deceptions of wicked 
and deſigning men. For, 112/2ever abrdetn not in the 
u1firine of CHRIST, has net GoD : but he that abideth 
in the doctrine of CHRIST, hath bath the Father and the 
Sen, ii. John 9. and they that have rightly learned 
CHRIST, have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
JEsus, Eph. iv. 21. 

Conſequently they, who have the goſpel in their 
hands, and are of an underſtanding mind, can't be 
at a loſs in their ſearch for the way to heaven, 
tho' they be illiterate, and compaſſed about with 
a variety of religions, where every profeſſion ſeems 
confident of being in the right. The word of Gop 
is given us to profit withall : it is the fountain of 
truth : the light of our eyes, and guide of our 
feet : the ſure teſtimony of the Lord, making wiſe the 
ſimple, Pſ. cxix. 130. For, tho' it do not make 
every one ſcholars, nor free every one from all man- 
ner of errors; it will ſecure the ſimple from erring 
to their ruin; and it will make them wile to the 
laving of their ſouls. No doubt, there are many 
things in the ſcriptures hard to be underſtood: but 
tne ignorance of thoſe things can be no obſtacle to 
aivation. For, the ſecret of the Lord is with them 
tat fear him (lot them be learned or unlearned) and 
e will fhew them his covenant, Pl. xxv. 14. and if 
ary man wiil ds his will, he ſhall know of the dactrine, 
waether it be of Gon, Fen. vii. 17. If it humbles 
ac pride of man, and glorifes the grace of Gon, 

112 
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in our falvation by JESUS CHRIST: if it tends tg 
ſuppreſs ſin and wickedneſs, and to enforce an holy 
and good life: if it draws the heart and mind away Ml: 
from earthly and temporal things, and fixes them uy. hau 
on what is heavenly and eternal: if it carries us out may 
of forms, and human rites and ceremonies, to wor- M,..y; 
ſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, and by its efficacy (et. Mt, 
tles the conſcience in the peace of Gop, through is tt 
the confidence of his love to us, in his beloved fon; MGra 
theſe are ſufficient evidences, for any man of com- me, 
mon underſtanding, to know that he is in the way Nlith 
of ſalvation. By theſe means the believer has ind 
witneſs in himſelf, 1 John v. 10. not hanging all upon 

the learning and authority of others; not only ſup- 
poſing, but feeling the truth, by the powerful in- 
fluence thereof upon himſelf, to transform him into 
a a ſuitableneſs to what he believes and profeſſes: 0 
which confirms him more in the true faith, than the 7 / 
higheſt human authority. 
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Lord, I beſeech thee, to keep thy church and Nerticl 

houſhold continually in thy true religion, that W« no 
they who do lean only upon the hope of thy hea · . fe 
venly grace, may evermore be defended by thy We me 
mighty power: and | bleſs thy holy name, that in We ca! 
the choice of my religion, I am not left only to the . on 
dictates of my own uncertain reaſon, but have the. be 
bleſſed advantage of thy infallible revelation. I be-. hy 
lieve not only upon the authority of the church; cot 
but upon that witneſs, which I have, thro' tv Lo 
grace in myſelf, T have found him of whom 4/8 . 
in the law, and the prophets did write: and [ k0Wrecor 
that this is indeed the CHRIsT, the ſaviour of the o! 
world. Whither then ſhould I go, but to him, Ver 8 


- hath the words of eternal life? whither but to him, Holle: 
who 
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who hath ſo plainly taught the word of Gop in 
ruth, that by- what is written, I may believe on 
the name of the ſon of Gop, and believing, may 
have life thro* his name; and by doing his will, 
may know the doctrine to be of Gop ? O! may J 
never let him go: but hold him faſt, and the pro- 
feſhon of my faith without wavering ; and ever be 
45 true to the goſpel, as the goſpel is true in itſelf, 
Grant me thy grace, O heavenly Father, to help 
me, and to keep me in the truth : and make me 
faithful unto death; thro' JesUs CHRIS, my Lord 
and Saviour. Amen, 


CHAP I : 


Of the Goſpel Min1sTRY, and the PEOPLE's 
Duty under the ſame. 


N the viſble church of CHRIST, we are to ac- 
[ knowledge a miniſtry, whoſe office and work is 
of CHRIST's own inſtitution, of which the xx11iid 
article of religion gives this deſcription. “ It is. 
not lawful for any man to take upon him the of- 
* fice of public preaching, or miniſtring the ſacra- 
ments in the congregation, before he be lawfully 
called and ſent to execute the ſame: and thoſe we 
* ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, which 
be choſen and called to this work by men, who 
have public authority given unto them in the 
* congregation to call and ſend miniſters into the 
Lord's vineyard.” 

Where we are referred to thoſe ſcriptures, which 
cord the miſſion of Samuel and Feremiah, under 
de old covenant ; of hn Baptiſi the forerunner of 
ur Saviour; and of CHRiIsT himſelf, and his a- 
oliles and diſciples under the new covenant : to 


Fer. 


* 
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Jer. Xiv. 14. where the wicked and falſe prophe 
are rebuked for preaching without a commiſſia 
from Gop: to Matt. ix. 38. where there is a com- 
mand to pray the lord of the harveſt to ſend forth li. 
bourers into his harveſt: and more particularly u 
thoſe paſſages, where we read that Gop hath «- 
dained in his church apoſtles, prophets, teachers and 
workers of miracles, 1 Cor. xii. 28. and that CHrist 
being aſcended into heaven, gave ſome apoſtles, 
ſome prophets, ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paltcr; 
and teachers, £ph. iv. 11. 

Theſe miniſters, thus ordained, are obliged t9 
exerciſe their office of preaching the word of Gop, 

or, the apoſtle, writing to the Corinthians upon 
this very ſubject, ſays, neceſſity is laid upon me, ani 
wo ig me if I preach nit the geſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16, 17. 
No perſecutions, nor ſervile fear of men could make 
the apoſtles neglect this duty; which CHRIST him- 
ſelf enforced ſo effectually in theſe words, Swre.y ! 
muſl alſo preach the kingdom of Gop, for therefore un! 
ſent, Luke iv. 43. compared with Acts iv. 17, C 
and I. 42. 

To them alſo belong the adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments, For CHRISH our Saviour not on 
commanded his diſciples to preach, but alſo to d- 
tize, and to adminiſter the Lord's ſupper. See Aldi. 
xxviii. 19. Luke xxii. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25. Wh! 
miniſtry was ordained to continue to the end of 1: 
world, Matth. xxviii. 20. For the gathering 193 
of the ſaints, for the wirks of the miniſtry, and fe 1! 
ed:fication of the body of CHRIST, fill we all met '/- 
gether (in the unity of faith, and knowledge of ti? 
Son of Gop) unte a perfect man, Eph. iv. 11, 1: 
13. | 

The apoſtle to the Galatians gives us a good ide 
of a goſpel miniſtry, or whom we are to elteei 
lawful miniſters in the Lord's vineyard, Ga:. |. *» 


&c. and in 1 Tim. iv. 14. where, in the firſt i. 
ſtance 
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ſance, we have an account of that apoſtle's extra- 
ordinary miniſtry, and his caution againſt intruders 
to the office of a paſtor and teacher; and, in the 
latter inſtance, the ordinary method of ordaining 
\ ind ſupplying the church with lawful paſtors and 
Jog eeachers; which is continued down to theſe days, 
and is allow'd by the word of Cop. 


S and But, tho' a power be inveſted in the church, to 
er: point and to ordain miniſters for Gop's people, 
kites :nd to perform his ſervice in the adminiſtration of 
Mose ordinances of CHRIST; that power is reftrain- 
13 cd. They, who are candidates for the miniſtry, 


3 muſt be qualified according to the terms of the goſ- 


200 del adminiſtration : and they, who are authorized to 
"TY ordain them, muſt be well certified of their good 
9 and approved qualifications; that they are men, 
9 { not boys, nor women, I Tim. ii. 12. of good be- 
rey haviour, not incontinent, nor given to wine, nor 
"eh | ſrikers, „nor covetous, 1 Tim. iii. 2. nor proud, 
9 | Pet, v. 3. nor ſelf-willed, nor ſoon angry: but 
tt lovers of good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, 


and able by ſound doctrine, both to exhort and to 
tho ſm vince gainſayers, Tit. i. 7, 8, 9. rightly dividing 
„me word of Gop, 2 Tim. ii. 15. bold to rebuke, 


7. 5 Tim. v. 20. diligent in the work of the Lord, 
Pa Math. ix. 38. and 2 Tim. iv. 2. taking care of the 
hich Bock, Aels xx. 28. and ready to ſuffer for the name 
e CHRIST, Ads v. 41. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. and 2 Cor. 
getler 2 * . | 5 

i Thus we diſcover by the inſtitution and office of 
| 2 the miniſters of the goſpel, that they are ordained to 


* provide nouriſhment for our fouls ; which entitles 
them to many relative duties from the people. 
They, that are appointed by GoD to convey to 
us the means of grace, ought to be loved and eſ- 
teemed for their work's fake, as the apoſtle expreſly 
- M'fils the 7he//alonians, 1 Eph. v. 13. they ought to 
® i". 1efpected and reverenced, as men inveſted _- 

the 
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the great character of ambaſſadors from heaven, 6 
convey to us the greateſt bleſſings we are capable d 
receiving; becauſe they relate to our peace in thi; 
life, and eternal ſalvation in a future ſtate, They 
have a juſt right not only to a due reſpect and re. 
verence in our words and actions; to be treœated 
with civility in converſation, but to be obeyed in a 
matters, which they command from the pure wort 
of Gor; or conſonant thereunto. How then wil 
they anſwer it before the tribunal of the almighty, 
by whom theſe paſtors and teachers are ſent, why 
make them the objects of their mirth ; , proclaim 
their failings, in order to revile their perſons behind 
their backs: who uſe ſcurrilous ſpeeches, injurious 
language, and contemptuous behaviour toward 
them. For, as our Saviour told his diſciples, when 
he ſent them to preach the goſpel, that who- 
ever deſpiſed them, deſpiſed him: and whoever de- 
ſpiſed him, deſpiſed Gop that ſent him: ſo what- 
ever jeſt or reproach, or ſcandal, or contempt ſhall 
be uſed or caſt upon the miniſters of the goſpel, as 
ſuch irreverence tends to debaſe the miniitry, and 
to obſtruct the conveyance of the means of grace, 
the diſreſpect caſt upon them, will be accounted an 
affront to the maſter, whom they repreſent : and 
this duty of the people towards their paſtors and 
teachers, is not required for any inherent holineſs ſup- 
poſed to be found in them: but for that yelatir? 
Holineſe, which conſiſts in ſome peculiar relation to 
Gop's ſervice. As may be exemplified by the tribe 
of Levi; which was called , tho' they often 
went out of the way, and cauſed many to ftumb'2 
at the law; their holineſs conſiſting in their parti 
| cular relation to Gop in the performance of that 
office, to which he had appointed them; and not 
in their ſingular or inherent purity and piety, and 
turning many from their iniquity: which gave * 
4 caſio 
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caſion for that article of religion concerning the 
unworthineſs of miniſters, Art. xxvi. 

« Altho' in the viſible church the evil be ever 
« mingled with the good, and ſometime the evil 
« have chief authority in the miniſtration of the 
« word and ſacraments ; yet foraſmuch as they do 
« not the ſame in their own name, but in CHRIST's, 
« and do miniſter by his commiſſion and autho- 
« rity, we may ute their miniſtry, both in hearing 
« the word of GoD, and in the receiving the ſa- 
« craments. Neither is the effect of CHRIST's or- 
« dinance taken away by their wickedneſs; nor the 
grace of God's gifts diminiſhed from ſuch, as by 
« faith, and rightly, do receive the ſacraments ad- 
« miniſtred unto them: which are eftectual, be- 
« cauſe of CHRIST's inſtitution and promiſe, tho? 
« they be miniſtred by evil men.” 

However, their office does not exempt them from 
blame and puniſhment. If miniſters ſhould be fo 
forzetful of their duty to Gop and man, ſo to live 
23 to diſgrace their calling, and to diſhonour their 
maſter and his holy religion, they are to be accuſed 
of them only, who have certain knowledge of their 
offences : their accuſation ought to be laid before 
the church, or that part of it to which they be- 
long : and being found guilty, the church hath 
power to depoſe, or deprive them of their eeccleſi- 
aftical function, Matt. xviii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 
Whoever publiſheth the faults of a paſtor in any 
other manner, is greatly to be ſuſpected, not to be 
ſo highly offended at the ſcandalous life of the mi- 
niſter, as to be endeavouring thereby to bring all re- 
gion into contempt. For, it is a true obſervation, 
that they who ſpread ſcandal againſt the prieſthood, 
and treat it with contempt, are ſceptical in their 
principles, and diſſolute in their practice. 

In a review of this inſtitution of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, we find that it includes a duty from the 

a laity 
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laity not only towards the perſons of their pa/r; 
and teachers; but in regard to theinſelves, The 
preaching, and our hearing the word of Gop wil 
little avail us, if we do not prepare our hearts with 
humiliiy and prayer, as well as with faith. Our 
thoughts, and the conceit of our own learning and 
abilities muſt be lowered, and we muſt be perſuaded, 
in our own minds, that we ſtand in need of inftruc. 
tion, or to be put in mind of thoſe truths, which 
are to guide us in the way of righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. We muſt look upon the miniſtry of th: 
word to be a divine inſtitutien, to correct, to edify, 
and to teach us that wiſdom, which is from above, 
and without which we cannot arrive at the know- 
ledge of things, which are neceſſary to our ſalya- 
tion. And we muſt reſolve to carry with us that 
diſpoſition and temper of mind, as ſhall be ſuſcey- 
tible of reproof and doctrine, and acceptable to the 
eye of the Almighty, who is always preſent to ob- 
ſerve our frame of ſpirit under this ordinance. We 
mult entertain an aweful ſenſe of the divine pci 
fections, praying earneſtly for thoſe graces, which 
are neceſſary to receive the word with reverence an 
edification : and that Gop would aſſiſt his miniiter 
in preaching the glad tidings of his kingdom ; 10 
that what ſhall be delivered by them, may be agree- 
able to his will; and that this may be performed 
in ſuch a manner, as to fink into the hearts and 
conſciences of the hearers, enlighten their under- 
ſtandings, and enable them to receive the ſame wit! 

faith and love, and joy in the HoLy GHosT. 
When we fit under a preacher, it is alſo ou 
duty to beware of falſe prophets, and unſound do- 
ctrine. Therefore we are directed to try the ſpirit. 
and the deetrines delivered, whether they be found- 
ed on ſcripture, or fairly deducible from thence: 
that we may not be impoſed upon by human ipect- 
lations, arbitrary interpretations, and the errors © 
M0 me! 
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men, inſtead of embracing the truths, and ſubmit- 
ting to the commandments of Gop. 

We are to mix the word with faith, Heb. iv. 2. 
or endeavour to exerciſe thoſe graces, that are ſuit- 
able to the work we are engaged in; to expreſs the 
higheſt love and eſteem for the glorious truths con- 
ined therein; to be ready to obey with chearful- 
neſs every thing Gop commands, and to be ry 
thankful for all his promiſes. 

Moreover we muſt hear the word with a partzca- 
lar application of it to our own private condition, 
and conſider ſeriouſly how far we are Concerned to 
improve the ſame to our ſpiritual and eternal be- 
nefit. 

This brings us to thoſe duties to be performed 
ifter we have heard the word preached. When re- 
tired home, we mult meditate on, digeſt and apply 
what we have heard, and bring forth "the fruit of it 
in our lives and converſation ; 41 nying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſis, and l living fober ly, righteon, ly aud gouly in 
tes preſent world, Lit. it. 13. And in regard to 
others; we ought tO expreſs a becoming zeal for 
the glory of Gop, and his divine truths, diſcourag- 
ing and rebuk! ing vice, defending the faith, and en- 
deavouring to draw many unto \ righteouf! neſs, and 
to eftabliſh them in the know! edge and love of 
Cob, and of his Son CHRIST Irzus, our Lord, 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 

By hearing, and alſo by reading the word of 
0D, the mind is enlightened and "furniſhed with 
the knowledge of divine truths: for, as faith is in- 
Jeperably connected with ſalvation ; the knowledge 
of the doctrines of the goſpel is neceflary to faith; 
and this comes by hearing, Rom. x. 17. Acts vin. 30, 
31, Yet, we mult not be ſatisfied with a bare aſ- 
ent to what is revealed: we ought to conſider the 
tendency thereof to our ſanctification and conſola- 
ion; admire the beauty, excellency and glory, 
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contained in the goſpel covenant ; the importance 
of its doctrines, and how they are to be improved 
by us to. our ſpiritual advantage. For, it is not, till 
we find our hearts filled with love to JEsUs CHRIS, 
and we grow in grace, as well as in the knowledge 
of our Saviour, 2 Pet. iii. 18. communicated to sou 
by the miniſtry of the word, that the word cf ag 
Gop may be ſaid to be made effectual to our ſalva- 
tion; as our minds are very much enlightened and ru. 
improved in the knowledge of thoſe things, that me 
lead us thercunto. 

This ſame divine word is made effectual to bring wil 
us under conviction, diſcovering to us our ſinful 
and miſerable condition in the fleſh; and informing I d 
us concerning thoſe depths of wickedneſs, that arc 
in our hearts by nature, which could not be other- 
wiſe ſufficiently diſcerned by us, much leſs im- the 
proved to our ſpiritual advantage. See Jer. xvii. 9. 
Rom. vii. 9. If we deſire to examine our lives con- Hu 


cerning our manifold tranſgreflions and fins, and to der 
ſearch into their deformity and aggravations, in or- He 
der to repent, and to forſake them: or, if we deſire MW 2 

fron 


to be informed of the miſery due to our offences, as 
that by ſin we not only draw upon ourſelves the 
wrath and curſe of Gop ; but without an intereſt 
in pardoning grace, are bound to acknowledge our- 
ſelves liable to itz we muſt conſult the word cf 
Gop, and there we ſhall find help and informa- 
tion. 

The ſame word is made effectual to ſalvation, 
when what is contained therein tends to humble, 
and to lay us low at the foot of Gop: when we 
acknowledge that all his judgments are juſt and 
good, and even leſs than our iniquities deſerve; 
Ezra ix. 13. and when we receive proofs for {ins 
committed, with a particular application thereof t 
- ourſelves, and are made ſenſible of the guilt ws 


have thereby contracted. 
| For, 
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For, by this word we are inſtructed concerning 
the infinite diſtance there is between the creator and 
the creature: the belt of us being as nothing, 17% 
than nothing, and vanity, in compariſon of him. Ja. 
x1, 17. It diſcovers to us the natural inclination of 
our hearts to depart from our duty, and to rebel 
againſt our maker; and the neceſſity of God's 
renewing and preventing grace, to keep us from 
running into all exceſs of vice with the worſt of 
men. It leads us into the knowledge of the vari- 
ous kinds of fin, to which we are expoſed, and 
with which we, in the courſe of our lives, have ground 
o charge ourſelves: into the knowledge of thoſe 
duties we frequently neglect, or omit; and of thoſe 
ins we commit, by cauſing others to fall or ſtum- 
ble in the purſuit of heaven. It diſcovers to us 
the various aggravations of fins committed, as th 
are againſt light, love, mercies, and manifold re- 
ſolutions and engagements, which we are laid un- 
der; and the great contempt, which finners caſt on 
the bleſſed Jezvs, by diſregarding, or not improv- 
ing the benefits of his mediation, death and paſ- 
hon, It convinceth us of the abſolute neceſſity of 
« ſaviour ; ſhewing us the utter impoſſibility of ſav- 
ing ourſelves, by doing any thing capable of bring- 
ing us into a juſtified ſtate, and ſo to render us 
acceptable in the ſight of Gop; and drawing or 
leading us to CHRIST thro” faith. —It is the means 
whereby the ſpirit conforms the ſoul to the image 
of Cop, and ſubdues it to his will; bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of CHRIST 
2 Cor. x. 4, 5.—Hereby we are ſtrengthened againſt 
temptation and corruption, and Kept from the ways + 4 
the deflroyer, Pſ. xvii. 4. And thereby the ſpirit builds 
the ſoul up in grace, and eſtabliſheth it in holineſs 
and comfort, thro' faith unto ſalvation. For, as 
the work of grace is not immediately brought to 
perfection, but is, in a progreſſive way, making ad- 
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vances to it, being firſt made holy by the renoya- 
tion of our hearts and lives, and made partakers of 
thoſe ſpiritual conſolations, that accompany, or flow 
from the work of ſanctification; and then built up in 
holineſs and comfort, whereby we go from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, and are more and more eſtabliſhed in 
the ways of Gop ; ſo this is done by the preaching 
of the word, whereby we are ſaid to grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour IESUs 
CHRIST, I Pet. iii. 18. to go on ſafely and com- 
fortably in our way to heaven, till the work of grace 
ſhall be perfected in glory. 


ATEX. 


Lord JEsus CHRIST, who at thy firſt com- 

ing didſt ſend thy meflenger, John Baptiſt, to 
prepare thy way before thee, by preaching repen— 
tance and forgiveneſs of ſins; grant that the mini— 
ſters and ſtewards of thy myſteries, may ſo likewiſe 
prepare and make ready thy way, by preaching the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and turning the hearts 
of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, that at 
thy ſecond coming to judge the world, we may be 
accepted and enter into the joy of our Lord. And 
for the ſake of thy church, ſo guide and govern the 
minds of thy ſervants, the paſtors and teachers of 
thy flock, that they may lay hands ſuddenly on no 
man, but faithfully and wiſely make choice of tt 
perſons to ſerve thee in the ſacred miniſtry of thy 
church. Give thy heavenly grace, I moſt humbly 
' beſeech thee, to all thoſe who are ordained to any 
holy function: and fo repleniſh them with the truth 
of thy doctrine, and endue them with innocency of 
life, that they may faithfully ſerve before thee, to 
the glory of Gop the father, and ſet forward the 
ſalvation of a!l men, as revealed in thy holy goſpeT 

An 
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And as thou haſt promiſed to pray for thy*church» 
that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it, 
interceed with our heavenly father, who hath cauſed 
all holy ſcriptures to be written for our learning, and 
to be preached for our edification, that I may fo 
hear, read, mark, learn and inwardly digeſt them, 
that by patience and comfort of his holy word, I 
may embrace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of 
eternal life, which he has given us in thee his be- 
loved Son, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


- 


CHAP. ml. 


I. Of the SACRAMENTS ordained by 
CuRIsT. II. Of BayTisM. And, III. 
Of the LORD'S-SUPPER. 


« HE ſacraments ordained by CHRILSTH in 
” his church, are only two, BAPTISM and 
the LoRD's-SUPPER, and they are not only 
badges or tokens of a chriſtian's profeſſion; but 
© rather they are certain ſure witneſſes, and ef- 
&« feCtual ſigns of grace, and of Gob's good will 
e“ towards us, by which he doth work inviſibly in 
© us, and not only doth quicken, but alſo ſtreng— 
« then and confirm our faith in him. — And in 
* ſuch only, as worthily receive the ſame, they 
have a wholeſome effect or operation: but they 
that receive them unworthily, purchaſe to them- 
„ ſelves damnation. Art. of Religion, xxv. 

By theſe ſacraments the faithful are particularly 
and viſibly diſtinguiſhed from Jews, Turks, and Infi- 
dels : and chriſtianity receives the ſeal of the goſpel 
covenant. 

As circumciſion, under the law by Moſes, was the 
ſeal of that covenant, and a token how the corrupt 
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and carnal affections of the mind ſhould be ſub. 
dued; and as the Lord required not ſo much the 
eircumciſion of the flelh, as the circumciſion of the 
fpirit or heart, Deut. x. 16. xxxix. 0. Jer. iv. 4. 
Azts vii. 51. Rom. ii. 28. Philip. iii. 3. Coleff. ii. 11, 
vo under the goſpel covenant of grace and truth, 
which came by JESUS CHRIST, bapiijm was inſti- 
tuted, in . of circumciſion, to ſignify, that we 
being once dead unto fin, we are to Jive unto righ- 
teouſneſs: for, being born in ſin and children of 
wrath, we are hereby made children of grace, (See 
Rom. vi. 3, &c.) and muſt walk in newneſs of life, 
Cal. iii. 27. ä 

Again: as the paſchal lamb was inſtituted and or- 
dained for a token or memorial to the eus, that 
they flee from ſin, as well as praiſe the Lord for 
their deliverance from the Eanptian bondage; and 
that they fhould prove the ſincerity of their hearts, 
by celebrating the paſſever, nat with old leaven, nor 
with the leaven of wickedneſs ; but with the unleavemned 
eriad of fincerity and truth, 1 Cor. v. 8. So the inſti- 
tution and participation of one loaf or the bread, 
and of one cup, or the wine in the LorD's SuP- 
PER, ſtrengthens and increaſeth our faith, and all 
other graces ; obliges us to obedience in CHRIS; 
recommends peace and brotherly love, and a con- 
ſtant perſeverance in the true worſhip of Gop, ab- 
ſtract from all appearance of idalatry, 1 Cor. x. 7, 
16. 

But, tho' theſe ſacraments become efe&ual mears 
of ſalvation, we 2re not to be led away with a vain 
and ſinful notion, that their efficacy is inherent, or 
from any power in themſclves, or from any virtue 
derived from the piety and intention of him, by 
whom they are adminittred ; but that they are made 
eftectual only by the working of the HoLy Goss, 
and the bleiing of CHRIST. Aſfemb. Cat. Qu. 


CLXI. 
That 
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That an obſervance of thoſe two goſpel ſacra- 
ments is inſiſted on in ſcripture, and is our bounden 
duty, we may gather from the ſeveral paſſages, which 
hereaftet ſhall be produced under the articles of 
BaeTISM and the LorxD's SUPPER. In the mean 
time, let us conſider the words of the urch cate- 
<;/m, where it is taught that theſe ſacraments are 
ſaid to be generally neceſſary to ſalvation; not abſo- 
lutely fo, that ſalvation cannot be attained without 
them: but they are ſo generally neceſſary to ſalvation, 
as to be accounted the ftated ordinary means, the 
channels by which God has promiſed to convey his 
grace and ſpirit to all true believers : therefore it is 
the duty of every chriſtian to wait humbly in the uſe 


of theſe ordinances, where they may be had; but 


where they cannot (which muſt happen in ſuch 
places, as are deſtitute of a regular miniſtry, fays 
the late Revd. Mr. Janes) we dare not ſay they are 
abſolutely neceſſary, nor ſet limits to Gon's power 
and goodnels. He by a word of his mouth can tof- 
ten the hardeſt heart, (and often docs fo) and can 
carry on the divine life in a ſou! by extraordinary 
means; and all thoſe, who are earneſt in their en- 
quiries after GoD, may expect (if they are deprived 
of the ordinary means) they ſhall be comforted by 
an inward communion with their Lord. 

Having removed this difficulty: we proceed to 
enquire into and conſider the nature and parts of a 
ſacrament, It is an holy ordinance inſtituted by 
Cur1sT himſelf, and contains an outward and viſi- 
ble fign, uſed according to CHRIST's own appoint- 
ment ;. and an inward and ſpiritual grace, thereby ſig- 
nified. Or, as it is otherwiie expreited, a facra- 
ment ſignifies, ſeals, and exhibits to thaje, tobs are with- 
in the covenant of grace, the benefits of CHRIS T's ne- 
diation. Aﬀemb. Cat. Qu. CLxII. 

A ſacrament is called a /i2n, in which, by a vi- 
ſible action, ſome ſpiritual benefits are ſignified, 
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As this is an undoubted truth; they certainly u. 
proach God in his holy inſtitutions, who deny fact... 
ments to be divine ordinances, when they ſtile then 
all carnal ordinances, beggarly elements, 'or a re. 
eftabliſhment of the ceremonial law, without «ic. 


tinguithing between ſignificant ſigns, that. were for. 


merly ordinances to the Ferri church, but are now 
aboliſhed; and thoſe, that CHRIST hath given 10 
the church under the goſpel. 

In which idea of the ſacraments, they bear ſome 
analogy with the preaching of the word: for, here- 
by CHRISTH and his benefits are ſet forth, as ob- 
jecis of our faith; and the ſame ends are deſigned 
and attained by both, diz. our being affected with, 
and making a right improvement of the blefſivgs 
purchaſed by him, together with our enjoying com— 
munion with him. But they differ, with reſpect to 
' the way or means, by which CHRIST and bis ben-- 

tits are ſet forth: for in the preaching of the word 
there is a narrative of what he has done and ſuf- 
tered; whereas, in the ſacraments, there is only 3 
repreſentation or memorial thereof by ſigns. Be— 
ſides the facraments are not deſigned only to inſtruct; 
but, by our act and deed, to ſignify our engagement 
under the banner of CHRIST. | 

Sacraments are alfo the cal of the bleflings, 
which they ſignify ; whereby Gop gives believers 
to underſtand, that CHRIST and his benefits ate 
theirs: and whereby the faithful are obliged by 
faith as well as in an externa] and viſible manner, 
to ſignify their compliance with his covenant : 
which may be called their ſetting to their ſea], that 
God is true; alluding to that ſaying of our Saviour, 
He: that hath received bis teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſea!, 
thut GoD is true, John iii. 33. Thus the ſacra- 
ments are Gop's ſeals, as they are ordinances given 
by him for the confirmation of our faith, that he 
would be our cena ; and they are our feals, 
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or we ſet our ſeals thereunto, when we viſibly pro- 
fels, what we ought to do by faith alſo, that we 
give up ourſelves 1 to him, to be his people, and de- 
ire to be made partakers of the benefits which 
CHRIST has purchaſed in his own way. 

The ſacraments alſo. exhibit the benefits of 
CHRIST's mediation : which ſignifies, that they 
give or convey, communicate or apply thoſe bleſ- 
lings to the worthy communicant, by the gift of 
divine grace, through the effectual working of the 
ſpirit. 

" Each ſacrament does conſiſt of two parts; the 
ſign and the thing ſignified. By which diviſion it is: 
clearly to he underſtood, that a perſon may receive 
the cutward viſeble fron, — be entirely deſtitute of 
the inward ſpiritual grace. Many a one has been. 
baptized with water, who never received the Hor. x 
GHOST : many others have received the bread and 
wine, who never received the body and blood of 
CHRIST. It is not the receiving the outward ele- 
ments of water in bapti/m, or of bread and wine in 
the Lord's-/rpper, which conſtitutes a Mriſtian, un- 
'els he be made partaker of the inward and ſpiritual: 
grace of the goſpel covenant, It is not the out- 
ward homage or adoration of the elements, that 
will anſwer the end deſigned by them: it is not re- 
ceiving the bread and wine ever ſo often, that will 
do, unleſs the bady and bload of CunisT be received 
a/s, They only, who are ſenſible, that they want 
a phyſician of the foul, and who pant after a.know- 
ledge of JE8u1 CEnklsr, are here fitted by theſe 
ordinances. 'The ſacraments were not ordained 
of CHRIST to be gazed upon, or to be carried 
e about, but that we ſhould duly uſe them: and 
in ſuch only, who worthily receive the ſame, 
* they, ſays the church of Angland, have a whole- 
« ſome eftect or operation: but they that receive 
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them untuorthily, faith the apoſtle St. Paul, purc! «|; 
& to themſelves danineion.” 

Hence we are led to enquire, who they are, to 
whom the ſacraments are given : and we find then 
to be ſuch as are within the covenant of grace; not 
all, who live externally in covenant with Gop, or 
profeſs CHRIsT, and receive his ordinances : but 
they only, who are internally and ſpiritually with 
Gop, have put on CHRI1sT, and dwell with him, 
who are members of CHR1sT, and children of Goy 
by faith. Theſe are they, who have the ſame 
mind as was in CHRIST, and receive vital influen- 
ces from him, being made partakers of the ſpirit: 
who have not only profeſſedly, but dy faith, em- 
braced him in all his offices, ſurrendered up them- 
ſcives to him, to be entirely his: yielded their un- 
derſtandings to be guided and directed, their wills 
and affections to be governed by him, and are de- 
tirous to be diſpoſed of by him, in the whole courle 
of their abode upon earth, 

The benefits, which are communicated in the ſa— 
craments by CRRIST to his people, are both rela- 
tive and external, as well as internal and ſpiritual, 
For, hereby Chriſtians are diſtinguifhed from thoſe that 
are without. And tho? they are not, in this ſenſe, of a 
ſaving nature, they are advantages, according to the 

2pottolic reaſoning, where it being aſked, hat ad- 
vantage hath the Jew ; or, what profit is there in cir- 
cumciian? The apoſtle anſwers, Much every way, or 
in many reſpects; as, it is an honour beſtowed by 
Gop on his church, by taking a ſelect people into 
a vifible relation to himfelf, and beſtowing on them 
the means of grace, which are hidden from the reſt 
of the world. 

But it is in the internal and ſpiritual ſenſe, theſe 
benefits are moſt valuable, and to be ſought for by 


us. Hereby we have an opportunity, not only to 
ex- 


Of Baptiſm. 323 
exerciſe a mutual love amongſt the faithful ; but to 
have communion with CHrisT, and fellowſhip 
with the HoLYy GHOST: by which the work of 
grace begun in the foul is carried on; our love to 
CHRIST, and our intereſt in him is enhanced, and 
we are powerfully reſtrained from fin, and prevailed 
upon to hate whatever tends to diſhonour Gob, 
grieve his holy ſpirit, and forfeit our intereſt in the 
merits of our dear Redeemer, 


Of BAHTTLS Mu. 


cc. Biß is not only a ſign of profeſſion: and 
40 mark of difference, whereby chriſtian men 

are diſcerned from others that be not chri/tened : 
but it is alſo a fign of regeneration, or new- 
ce birth; whereby, as by an inſtrument, they that. 
receive baptiſmrightly, are grafted into the church; 
<« the promiſes of the forgiveneſs of fin, and of our 

& adoption to be the ſons of Gop, by the HoLy 

„ GHosT, are viſibly ſigned and ſealed ; faith is 

* confirmed, and grace increaſed by virtue of prayer 
« unto Gob.” Art. of Religion xxvII. 

Go ye, ſaith our Saviour to his miniſters, the apoſ- 
tles, and teach all nations, (the covenant of grace and 
their duty) baptizing them (that ſhall believe in my. 
name, and are converted aud turn from the evil of. 
their ways at your preaching) the name of the fa- 
ther, (who ſent me to redeem mankind) and of the 1 
ſon, (who only is able to ſatisfy the divine juſtice | 

5 


cc 


for the ſins of the world) aud of the HoL V GHOST, 
(who ſhall be given by the father: and the ſon, to- 
guide them into the way of all truth) teaching them to. 
obſerve all things (both in faith. and practice) whatjo- 5 
ever 1 have commanded you, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 5 
And JEsus appointed this to be a ſtanding ordi-- N 


nance in his church, throughout all. ages thereof; 
| nd. 


324 Of Baptiſm. 

and therefore proceeds with this promiſe to be with 
his miniſters, in fulfilling the commiſſion that he 
had given them to execute, wnto the end of the word: 
and as this commiſſion is to be executed in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
GHosT, we conſider baptiſm to contain in it a ſo— 
lemn dedication of the perſon baptized to the three 
divine perſons ; and to be an act of religious wor- 
ſhip, in which Gop's ſupreme right to the perſon 
baptized, is publicly acknowledged, and an intima- 
tion given, that all ſaving bleſſings, which are deſir- 
ed, or expected in this ordinance, are given by the 
Father, through a mediator, purchaſed by the Son, 
and applied by the holy Spirit. Thus they who are 
baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and HoLy 
(3nosT, are devoted thereby to be proſeſſedly their 
ſervants and ſubjects; under an indiſpenſible obli- 
vation to put their truſt in, and hope for, all ſav- 
ing bleſſings from them, upon the terms of the go!- 
pe! covenant. 

It is very evident from the literal meaning of the 
word baptize, (which ſignifies to 20h or purify with 
water) that the outward viſible fron of this ſacrament 
3s to be water, wherein the perion is to be baptized 
in the name of the Father, Son and HoLy GHnoss, 
So that water is a fit ſign to denote our being waſh- 
ed from ſin, by virtue of the blood of CHrIsT, 
and is here made an emblem of the holy Spirit of 
Gop, and of his gracious operations. As water 
ſerves to cleanſe and purify the body: ſo does the 
ſpirit of God operate on all, who receive this ordi- 
nance rightly, and cleanſes and puriftes the ſoul. 
Therefore it is expreſly written, Except a man be born 
of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dm of GoD: which proves the neceſſity and uſeful- 


\ _ - neſs of water baptiſm, enjoined by CHRIST him- 
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We ſhall now proceed to enquire into the other 
ct of this ſacrament included under theſe words, 
the inward and ſpiritual grace: this, according to 
the molt ſound divinity, is a death unte fin, and a 
naw birth unto righteouſneſs : for, being by nature born in 
mn, and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the 


tbildren of grace. This is the thing ſignified: every 


man by nature, is a child of wrath : we are born in 
fin, and have a propenſity from the womb to no- 
thing that is good: the thoughts of man, in his natu- 
ral ſtate, are only evil continually. Nothing leſs than 
an almighty ſpirit can renew a heart, and bring it 
home to GoD. All, who defire to partake of eter- 
nal happineſs, muſt experience this baptiſm of the 
holy ſpirit. Sinners are firſt drawn by the ſpirit of 


(30D, to a ſerious conſideration of goſpel truths ;, 


they are convinced of fin, enabled to fee their own 
wretched ſtate, and their need of a redeemer ; are 
tumbled under a ſenſe of their own tranſgreſſions, 
and are made to fee their intereſt in CHRIST; are 
comforted under a ſenſe of theſe things; know by 
happy experience, that the Lord JEsUsS is indeed 
their GoD, and they are aſſured that their fins are 
forgiven ; the ſpirit itſelf bearing witneſs with their 
ſpirits, that ther are the children of Gon. This is the 


inward and ſpiritual grace. For the grace annexed” 


to the outward ordinance in this ſacrament, is a 
wath unto ſin. We become dead unto tin, that we 
may live unto Gop: and we muſt be born again 
unto righteouſneſs : and this new birth we mult ex- 
perience in our hearts. They that have been born 
water, ſhould beg of Gop to baptize them with 
% HoLy GrosT, and with fire. All our faculties, 
bur underſtandings, wills and inclinations, muſt be 
enewed and ſanctified by the ſpirit of Gop, if we 


pect to enter into the joy of our Lord, and into 
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326 Of Baptiſm. 
It is then a matter of the utmoſt conſideration, 
and of the laſt importance for every Chriſtian to f. 
aſk himſelf, whether he has been baptized with th; 
HoLy GHrosT, as well as with water £ Has he ſeen 
his own blindneſs and wretchedneſs ? Has he by 
faith ſeen CHRIST his redeemer ? Has he ſeen b 
the ſame faith, his fins pardoned in his blood? 1; 
the HoLy GHosT come upon him, and taken up 
his abode within him? Is he led by the ſpirit of 
Gop ? Is his corrupt nature eleanſed? Docs he ab- 
hor and deteſt all fin and wickedneſs, and Jung 9 le 
- diſſolved, and to be with CHRI1s1 ? Aud finally, has 
he felt the ſpirit of Gop ſpeaking pense to his 
heart, and finds all joy and peace in b-licving © If ſo, 
happy is he. But if he has not experienced theſe 
bleſſed effects, he has never been baptized. He may 
have been admitted into the outward church; the 
outward ordinance by water has been adminiktered 
to him; but, unleſs he has been made partaker 
of the divine nature, he cannot be a whit the bet- 
ter. For, as baptiſm is called our regeneration ; it can- 
not be ſaid that any one is regenerate, while his 
heart is a ſtranger to Gop, and he continues in 
fin. What a contradiction would it be to call a 
man a regenerate drunkard ; a regenerate ſabbath- 
breaker; a regenerate blaſphemer; a regenerate 
whoremonger ; a regenerate adulterer ? Yet there 
are many {uch, who would be highly affronted, 
| ſhould they be told, that they are no Chriſtians. A 
title, to which none have a right, but ſuch as are 
baptized with the HoLy GuosT, as well as with 
water; which can be of no ſervice to the perſon 
baptized, without regneration, or tne new birth, 
But all, who are baptized with the Hozy GRHosr, 
do immediately paſs from. death unto life : for the, 
who by nature were born in fin, are hereby (by the 
regenerating efficacy of the bleſſed: ſpirit) made tt 
children of gracs. W 


4 
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We- muſt experience this change in ourſelves 
from the qualifications required in all perſons, who 
would receive baptiſm rightly; of whom it is re- 
quired, that they repent from the bottom of their 
hearts of all their fins; be convinced of their own 
wretched ſtate by nature; come humbly to the 
throne ; have faith in CHRIsT, and believe, that 
Gob will make good all the promifes in his word. 


This is to have repentance towards GoD, and faith in 
our Lord JESUS CHRIST; which. are, what our 


Lord ordered his apoſtles, and in them all ſucceed- 
ing miniſters, to preach- to men, that they may ob- 
tain remiſſion of their ſins; and what the church of 
England requires of perions to be baptized, name- 
ly, repentance whereby they forſake fin, and faith, 


whereby they fledf../*ly believe the promiſes of Go made 


4% them in that ſacrament. 

It is further a duty on our part to prove our bap- 
tim. A duty abſolutely necs{lary, tho* much neg- 
lected ; becauſe many, entertaining very low thoughts 
of this ordinance, and not underſtanding its ſpiri- 
tual intent or meaning, nor the advantages gained 
dy its improvement, account it no more than a mere 
external rite, eſtabliſhed by cuſtom amongſt Chriſli- 
ans, without duly weighing the end and defign for 
which it was inftituted, and what is ſignified there- 
by.—Others look upon it only as a public declara- 
tion, that the perſon baptized is made a Chri/tzan ;. 
but know not what it is to be a Qriſlian indeed, be- 
ing utter ſtrangers to the lite and power of religion, 
and the ſpiritual bleſſings hoped for, or, through the 
grace of GoD, conſequent upon our baptiſmal de- 
dication. And ſome, who have right apprehenſi- 
ons of the ſign and of the thing ſignified thereby, 
do not feducially give up themſelves to God, nor 
deſire the ſpiritual and ſaving bleſſings of the cove- 
nant of grace; thro' the prevalency of corruption, 
and the pride aud deceitfulneſs of their . 
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328 Of Baptiſm. 

Therefore, it is our indiſpenſible duty, when we 
are preſent at the adminiſtration of this ſacrament, 
not to behave ourſelves as unconcerned ſpectators ; 
but to join herein with ſuitable acts of faith, and 
prayer, and to adore the bleſſed Trinity, whoſe 
name and glory are mentioned in the form of bay. 
tim. We ought alſo to apply ourſelves to Gon 
for the grace of the covenant ſignified thereby; that 
he would be our Gop, as well as the God of the 
perſon, who then is particularly given up to himin 
that ordinance. Then let us bewail the univerſal 
depravity of human' nature, and that guilt, which 
we bring with us into the world : and entertain be- 
coming thoughts of the virtue of the blood of 
CHRiIsT, and of the power of the Holy Gos, 
which only can take away the guilt of ſin, and ren- 
der this ordinance effectual to ſalvation : which we 
are to deſire, not only with reipect to the perſon 
baptized ; but that we ourſelves may be made par- 
takers of that grace, of which we ftand equally in 
need. Let us alſo with ſhame and ſorrow confeſs 
before Gop, our own deficiency in the improve- 
ment of our baptiſmal engagements; and Jet us 
adore and acknowledge the goodneſs and faithful- 
neſs of Gop, who is long-ſuffering, full of mercy, 
and faithful in all his promifes to them, who draw 
nigh to him; tho' we have departed ſometimes from 
our duty thro' the deceitfulneſs and treachery of our 
hearts. | 

Our baptiſm is particularly to be improved in time 
of temptation.z in order to our reſiſting it, and pre- 
venting any evil effects therefrom. Should we be 


tempted to forget GoD, in a ſtate of proſperity, 
our baptiſmal engagements ſhould remind us of our 
dedication to GoD, who is a portion of more value 
than all the. world can afford: and therefore we 
ought to be content with our portion in the al- 


mighty, and ſay, I bem have I in heaven but the: 
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Word there is nothing upon the carth, that I deſire beſides 
"Wt, Hal. Ixxiii. 25. If we are tempted by loſſes 


of GoD : our baytiſm informs us, that when we 
were thereby given up to Gop, we engaged not to 
queſtion the care and juſtice of his providence; and 
ap- Wt be ſatisfied and content with whatever he allots 
o Wir us. Therefore in the days of affliction, when 
(30D pleaſeth to try us, we are hereby taught to 
the Ha, J, is the Lord, let him do with us what ſeemeth 
od in bis fight, If we are expoſed to the tempta- 


rial Wtions of ſatan, or thoſe inward ſuggeſtions, whereb 
= ſinful objects are preſented to our thoughts, and a 
„ane gloſs put upon them, to induce us to a com- 
ot pliance therewith, we are to reſiſt thoſe ſuggeſtions, 
„by conſidering that our baptiſmal covenant contains 
n =: folemn acknowledgment of God's right to us, 
Mr excluſive of all others: which will keep us ſteadfaſt 
nn our duty to Gon. And if we are afraid of be- 
ing enſnared by thoſe wiles and methods of deceit, 
p which ſatan often employs, and are not always diſ- 
> Wcerned by us, we are to conſider ourſelves devoted 
* to CHRIST in our baptiſm, and that we have nothing 
ul. fear, if we continue ſtedfaſt in the faith, nothing 
oy wavering. Moreover, when we are aſſaulted, and, 


as it were, wounded with ſatan's fiery darts, where- 
by great diſcouragement is thrown in the way of 
our ſpiritual life: the guilt of our fins repreſented 
as unpardonable, and the ſtain and pollution of our 
tranſgreſſions, as can never be waſhed away: and 
when we are ready to conclude that our ſtate is 
hopeleſs, and the bleſſings of heaven irrecoverably loſt; 
no' this is a moſt afflictive ſtate ; nevertheleſs our 
 Wptiſm will comfort us in this extremity, with the 
romiſes of Gop, made to us in that ſacrament, of 


c | 
” emiſſion of fins. It will make us ſenſible, that 
1. 0 ſin is greater than God's mercy : that let our 
= „ be ever, ſo many, or ever ſo heinous, the blood 
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of CHRIST is ſufficient to ſatisfy divine juſtice, an; 
to cleanſe us from all ſin; and that, as we wer 
given up to him, in hope of obtaining this priyj. 
lege, and have been from time to time enabled tg 
give up ourſelves to him by faith, and therein t 
improve our baptiſmal engagements ;3 we muſt truſt 
that he will appear for us, rebuke the adverſary, 
and eſtabliſh our comforts. | 
Again: our baptiſm affords matter of deep hu. 
miliation to the unregenerate; for as much as they 
being devoted to Gop, called by his name, and 
made partakers of the external bleſſings of his co- 
venant, they have alienated themſelves from the life 
of God, and live, as ſtrangers to the internal f. 
ving bleflings thereof. There was a profeſſion made 
in baptiſm, that they ſtood in need of CHR1sT'; 
mediation, to deliver them from the guilt of fn; 
and of being cleanſed from the pollution thereof, 
which ſpreads thro' the whole race of mankind: 
but the unregenerate have, notwithſtanding this pro- 
feſſion, given way to the pollution of fin; and how 
pure ſoever they have been in their own eyes, they art 
not yet waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov. xxx. 12. 
Such, therefore, may take occaſion from hence to 
plead earneſtly with Gop for converting grace; the 
only way whereby to know his acceptance of their 
folemn dedication to him; or that they are born 
of the ſpirit, and made partakers of the thing figni- 
fied in baptiſm ; without which the external ſign can 
afford no ſaving advantage. 
We may allo plead with Gor, that as we are 
profeſſedly his by baptiſm, he would aflert his own 


right to us, overcome us to himſelf, and make vi; 


willing in the day of his power, Pl. cx. 3 
They that are in a ſtate of grace, ought con- 


| ſtantly to be improving their baptiſmal covenant, i 


order to the growth and increaſe thereof ; eſpecially 
when they feel a decline in their ſpiritual life; . 
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geadneſs and ſtupidity in holy duties, and ſtand in 
need of being quickned, excited and brought into 
a lively frame of ſpirit, or to be reſtored after great 
ed toffliackfliidings. They that would have fin mortified, 
in toM:nd the ſecret workings thereof in the heart ſubdu- 
ed, ought to conſider, that by being baptized into 


ſary, ſzzus CHRIST, they were baptized into his death; 

and that therefore / ſhould not reign in their mortal 
 hu-M-gjes ; but that they are obliged by the covenant to 
they walt in newneſs of life. 


Should any be deſtitute of the aſſurance of his 
love, and of an intereſt in CHRIST, they ought to 
improve the conſideration of their being his, not 
only by a profeſſed dedication, but by a federal con- 
nection with him. A conſideration, which will 
encourage us to hope, that he will enable us to walk 
before him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
of our life; whereby the life of faith, which con- 
ifs in an entire dependance on Gop, and practical 
religion, will be promoted. 

In regard to our neighbour, our baptiſmal en- 
gagement is alſo to be greatly improved: for, as we 
are all baptized by the fpirit mio one body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
2 are thereby exhorted to walk in brotherly love. 
They, who are partakers of the ſaving bleſſings ſig- 
nifed by baptiſm, have ground to conclude them- 
bomſgelves members of CHRIs᷑'s myſtical body, the in- 
gn Wvitble church, of which he is the head: this is a 
can piritual baptiſm, being the effect of divine power, 

nd the ſpecial work of the HoLy GHosT; and 
ae Wvoht to be an inducement to all thoſe, who are 
on Wartakers thereof, to walk together in brotherly love, 
e VE perſons favoured with the ſame privileges, and 

dope to enjoy the fame complete happineſs, in which 
coll- Whey, who were before devoted to CHRIST, ſhall be 
» "Wor ever with him. 


4 THE 
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THE PRAYER. 1 
\ Lmighty Gon, who madeſt thy bleſſed Son to] 


be circumciſed, and obedient to the law for 
man; grant me the true circumciſion of the ſpirit, 1 
that my heart and all my members being mortified e 
from all worldly and carnal luſts, I may in all things 
obey thy bleſſed will, and as I was baptized into I m. 
his death, ſo by continually mortifying my corrupt 1 
affections, I may be buried with him, and pass“ 
thro* the grave of death to a joyful reſurrection, for NH 
his merits, who died and roſe again for mankind, 
thy Son Jxsus CHrisT, my Lord and Saviour, Id 
Amen, | hin 


Of the Lo R D's SUPPER, rect 


Y the xxviiith Art. of Religion we are taught, J 
That the SUPPER of the LorD is not only m 

« a ſign of the love that Chri/tians ought to have I er 
e amongſt themſelves, one to another; but rather it is I d 
& a ſacrament of our redemption by CHRIS T's death. CK. 
« Inſomuch, that to ſuch, as rightly, worthily, Nac 
<« and with faith receive the ſame, the bread which Y# 7 
© we break, is a partaking of the body of CHRIST ; 
C and likewiſe the cup of blefling is a partaking of #4 
„ the blood of CHRIST.” —Remembering always,  ** 
„ that the body of CHRIST is given, taken and 
eaten in the ſupper, only after an heavenly and f A 
<« ſpiritual manner: and the mean, whereby the H 
& body of CHRIST is received and eaten in the ſup- ve, 
« per, is FalrH.“ And in the xxixth Art. it is: 
declared, That the wicked, and ſuch as be void Van 
« of a _ faith, altho' they do carnally and vi- 

$ 


„ ſibly preſs with their teeth the ſacrament of wr 
6 7/7 
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« body and blood of CHRIST ; yet in no wiſe are 
they partakers of CHRIST ; but rather, to their 
« condemnation, do they eat and drink the ſign, 
« or ſacrament of ſo great a thing.“ 
ntl In this doctring arc ſet forth the cauſe, the na- 
v for ure, the h.,nofits and advantages of a Worthy receiving 
pirit, I of he LoKD's SUPPER 3 and the danger of receiv- 
tified Ning it 247v0rt21y, 
hines ! he cave or reaſon of its inſtitution was, that it 
into might be a continual memorial of the ſacrifice of the 
rrupt death of CHRIST, and of the benefits, which we receive 
paſs tierely, —It was inſtituted by CHRIST at his laſt 
1, for N Upper; and he commanded his diſciples, whom he 
kind, I left to miniſter to his church in holy things, to hand 
our, Mit down to all ſucceeding ages, in remembrance of 
him, and of his death and paſſion; that they might 
continually in this viſtble ordinance, be ſenſibly con- 
vinced of the ſpiritual bleſſings conveyed to all worthy 
receivers thereof; and that all believers thus convinced 
of the benefits received by the faithful in the Loxp's 
ught, £{ >VPPER, ſhould continually or often receive the 
only me: by which they do not only profeſs their re- 
have I membrance or belief, that ſuch a one as CHRIST, 
ere itis ¶ did formerly live upon the earth; but that the ſame 
eath CHRIST, to their unſpeakable comfort was therr 
ily, £ +4CRIFICE, and died for ther fins ; for the ſacrament 
zhich F the Lord's SUPPER was ordained for a continual 
15T ; IVembrance of the ſacrifice of the death of CHRIST, 
ag of N of the BENEFITS, which we receive thereby; and 
ways, Ne that pardon and peace, which ariſe to the wor- 
and yy communicant from the bitter death and paſſion 
and Hof the Lord IE SuS CHRIST. 
the Herein alſo Chri/fians are put in mind of that 


ſup-Ne, by which they are known to be the diſciples of 


it is Cnarsr. For, the ſeveral terms, by which this ſa- 
void Gament is expreſſed in ſcripture, confirm that this 
id vi-Y "!titution is a token of the /ove, that Chriſtians 
daght to maintain amongſt themſelves. It is * 

tne 


2 
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the Lord's table, the Lord's ſupper, a communion 1 
the body of CarisT; and they, that partake there. 
of, though they be many, are ſaid to be one bra, 
and one body, 1 Cor. x. & xi. than which nothing 
can more ſtrongly recommend chriſtian love an; 
charity. 

Therefore the apoſtles, after our Lord's aſcenſion, 
were frequent in the adminiſtration of this ordi— 
nance, breaking bread from houſe to houſe, And the 
primitive Chry/tians were fo ſcrupulouſly exact in the 
obſervance of this holy inſtitution, that they ſeldom 
or ever aſſembled for devotion, and never on the 
— 9 day, without partaking of the holy cucha- 
riſt. 

This ſacrament in its nature, conſiſts of an aul. 
ward viſible ſign, and an inward and ſpiritual grace. 

The otward viſible fign in the Lord's SUPPER |; 
| bread and wine, For, if we may be permitted 0 
reaſon upon the propriety of theſe elements, or cu— 
quire why CHRIST ordained bread and Wine, u. 
ther than any other ſign for the conveyance of b 
benefits to us, let it be humbly obſerved, that : 
bread is univerſally allowed by men to be the /2) 
of life, or the main ſupport of our animal life, v0. 
thing could be pitched upon by our Lord, to gir:Wbody 
us a truer idea of his body, which is the fluff of rnrBÞuhcch 
| 6% 30 life, and the chief ſupport of our ſouls, th 
bread therefore CHRIST faith, / am the true baff eve 
which came down from heaven : the bread which Ig 
is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the cc 
As for the ſymbol of wine, that generous exhilara 
ting liquor, that raiſeth drooping ſpirits, and mak 


eth glad the heart of man, it is a proper emblem of 
of our Redeemer's blood, that ſovereign reſtorati qe ble 
from ſpiritual gloomineſs and deſpondency. dereb. 


Thus, nothing could better repreſent the chez! 
ing influences of the body and blood of CHRIST, af 


plied to the ſouls of believers. As bread oy ˖ 
g 
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„ fupport, and wine to nouriſh the body; ſo do the 
ere- WM lady and blood of ChrIsT ſupport, nouriſh and pre- 
cad, ſerve the foul of every true believer, And as theſe. 
wins ste the outward fig, hich CHRIST has commanded to 
and le received; it Hu bounden duty to receive theſe 

elements of Lid and wine in the way and manner 
on, Ml :ppointed by him: for altho' the receiving the out- 
)r0i- ward elements alone, as the wicked do, is by no 
the means communicating with CHRIST ; yet as theſe 
the ns were inſtituted by CHRIST himſelf, they are the 
dom Wonly channels, thro' which he has promiſed to con- 
the vey grace and peace to every receiver. CHRIST has 
cha-Mcommanded us to uſe the means, when he brake the 

bread, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body when he 
al- Nalſo 1094 the cup, and ſaid, Drink ye all of this; for this 
xe. M's my blood of the new teſtament, which is ſhed for you, 
ER is {ard for many, for the remiſſion of ſins; and cloſed all 
d to vich this affectionate and folemn*command, This 42 
n remembrance of me. 

Yet they that reſt in the outward form, can never 
obtain the bleſſed advantages of this ſacrament wor- 
thily received. The bread and wine will be of no 
benefit to us, unleſs they are made the means of 
, no-Micaling to our ſouls the comfortable effects of the 
body and blood of CHRISH; the thing ſignified ; and 
which are verily and indeed taken and received by the 
faithful in the Lord's ſupper, or conveyed to the ſoul 
of every believer in this ordinance. Gop did not 
ny give his ſon JEsUs CHRIST to die for us, and 
to be a ſacrifice for our fins, and to obtain for us 


„than 
bra: 
I gi%t 


13 
WIT id 


lara adon and peace; but alſo to be our ſpiritual food 
mak ud ſuſtenance in this holy ſacrament; and to fill us 
nblenWi!l of love and gratitude for the many ſufferings of 
rate bleſſed JIEsus, and for the benefits we receive 


hereby. . 


chen Let us therefore, apply this doctrine in the words 
r, 20" 2 pious writer: *The true believer, ſays the 
nds revd. Mr. Jenes, who approaches the holy table with 


ſup & humble 
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humble reverence and godly fear, beholds the (a. 4 
„ yiour, whom his ſoul ſeeketh after; he is enable} Wl the 
by the ſpirit of Gop to ſee his redeemer expiring Wt ! 
<< on the croſs for his ſalvation ; in his eyes the mang. i this 
led body of the crucihed JEsus is evidently ſet end 
forth in the bread broken; in his eyes the copi- be 
© ous ſtreams of his maſter's precious blood ate MI 2rac 
clearly viſible in the wine poured forth. Ho is | 
he melted into tears of holy joy! How is he ct. 
„ fected, when he reflects on his fins, which oc- 
„ caſioned theſe ſufferings! How is he humbled 
under a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs ! Again: 
how is he comforted, when he ſees his help laid 
* on one willing and mighty to ſave | How is he 
« tranſported, when he ſees his fins nailed to his 
„ redeemer's croſs! when he ſees that redeemer 
has procured his pardon, and of Gop ig made un. 
* to him, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſantlificatin, 
and redemption! and the humble returning pen 
© tent not only fees theſe things in the outwar? 
elements by the eye of faith; but by the ſame 
*« glorious principle, he receives the body and blood 
of his dying maſter. O, what comfort mult that 
© ſoul experience, with whom the bleiled Js: 
% vouchſafes to dwell.“ : 

This is the real caſe of a worthy communicant 
He ſpiritually eats the fleſh of CHRIST, and drinks 
his blood: he is one with CHRIST, and, CHR15T 
with him: CHRIST dwelleth in him, and he in 
CHRIsT. GoD grant that every ſoul that goes to 
the holy table may feel this effect This ſhould falle « 
induce every ſerious and ſincere chriſtian to flip no and ft 
opportunity of receiving this holy ordinance. Fab of 
they who neglect this duty, know not what ine Me / 
mable benefits they rob themſelves of: becauſe 20 bread 
who receive this ordinance rightly, do actually per de be 
ceive and know, that the Lord Jesvs is preſent tie e 


with them, as it is implied in this text, 8 aby 
1 


* 
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Halſing, whith we bleſs, is it not the COMMUNION of 
the blood of CHRIST ? The bread which we brake, is 
net the COMMUNION of the body of CHRIST? In 
this ſacrament the faithful enjoy ſweet itercourſe 
and delightful communion with their ſaviour, and 
he communicates to them all ſpiritual] giſts and 
races. They alſo enjoy chriſtian communion with 
their brethren, and feel their fouls cnlarged with 
love and charity towards all their maſter's feryants, 

But when it is faid that CHRIST is really prejert to 
the faithful in this divine ordinance, it does not ſpeak 
of a corporeal preſence, according to the fleſh, which the 
ſon of Gop aſlumed in this world; but of a ſpiritual 
preſence, by virtue of the Godhead of our redeemer. 
CHRIST'S body fitteth on the right hand of Gon 
the father in heaven, not on earth: neither can his 
human nature be' in more places than one, at the 
ſame time. It is then by faith, that we receive the 
body and blood of CHRISITH, under the ſymbols of 
bread and wine, and not in them, which {uffer no 
change, as to their ſubſtance, in their conſecration to 
ſacred uſes. The very thought of their being con- 
verted by a prieſt, into the body and blood of 
CHRIST, would border very nearly upon blaſphemy; 
and to think that the elements are ſo changed, as to 
become the groſs and materia! body and blood of 
CHRIST, and therefore, objects of our adoratian 
and worſhip, would be abominable idolatry, to be 
abhorred of all faithful chriſtians. 

Here let the communicant not only beware of 
falſe doctrine, and of being led aſtray into wrong 
and ſinful notions of this holy ordinance ; but care- 
tul of his oven ſtate and condition, when he receives 
tne Lord's ſupper. Let him that has received the 
bread and wine aſk himſelf, whether he has received 
tae body and blood of CHRISH?? ſhould he imagine 
tie end of his coming to the Lord's table is anſwer- 
ed by receiving the outward viſible ſign alone, he 

would 
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would be guilty of the very ſame abſurdity with 
thoſe, who imagine they have received the Hory 
GHosT, becaule they have been baptized with wa. 
ter. Such a one ought to aſk his own heart, hay: 
T this day met the pooh Jesvs at his holy table! 
If he has, he cannot but know it: if a man is freed 
from pain, under which he has laboured, he cannot 
but be ſenſible of that freedom ; and if he has been 
freed from the weight of fin in his communion with 
CHRIST, he cannot but know it. If there ſtil] re- 
mains an inſenſibility of natural corruption, and uf 
the neceſſity of a ſaviour, he muſt not fail, the next 
time he repairs to the holy table, to beg of Goo to 
manifeſt himſelf to him, and to ſend forth the flirt 
of his ſon into his heart, that he may be enabled to ©), 
Abba, Father; which is the privilege of all true be- 
lievers, whereas they, who receive unworthily, 
and drink damnation to themſelves : they are in a ſtate 
of ſeparation from Gop, while they thus reccive : 
and if they are not unworthy receivers, who pride 
themſelves in taking the outward ſign, who do net 
ſee that they are loft, undone ſinners, and who d 
not deſire to be clothed with the righteouſneſs ot 
CURIST, it will be difficult to aſcertain who ate un- 
worthy receivers. 

However this ought not to diſcourage the uſe & 
this ordinance. Far otherwiſe. It is an argumen 
for frequent communion, and for the neceſſity 0: 
often coming to the feet of JEsus in this ord- 
nance, with a juſt ſenſe of our own unworthinel> 
He that would profit by receiving this ſacrament, 
muſt diveſt himſelf of all arrogance and ſelf-concei:: 
he muſt not value himſelf upon his own works ati 
. obſervance of this ordinance, and think to meri 
heaven by it: but he muſt humble himſelf, acknos- 
ledge his own ignorance and unworthineſs, go as! 
beggar, ſenſible of his want, and imploring t 
mercy of an angry Gop, thro' the mediation of 

I | wn 
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beloved Son. Go give us all this diſpoſition of 
mind, whenever we approach his holy table! 

The-benefits whereot the worthy communicant is 
made a partaker in this ſacrament, is the ſtrengthening 
and refreſhing of our fouls by the body and bleod of 
CHRIST ; as our bodies are by the bread and wine : for 
as bread and wine, conſidered only as natural food, 
ſtrengthen and refreſh our bodies: ſo this bread and 
wine conſidered and taken, as memorials of the body 
and blood of CHRIsT our maſter, lead us, by their 
peculiar tendency, to all ſuch thoughts and practi- 
ces, as are indeed the improvement and health of 
our ſouls.---And if our bodies, after being for ſome 
time weak and languid, are refre{h24 and reftored 
to their former vigour by a ſupply of food, or any 
other means, we muſt be ſenfible of it; we muſt 
know it ; we mult experience a difference between 
a {tate of weakneſs, and a ſtate of health in the 
body. Juſt ſo it is with the ſoul, if our ſouls have 
been faint and languid, and feel themſelves refreſh- 
ed, comforted and ſtrengthened with the preſence 
of our Saviour conveyed into them by the means 
of this ordinance, we mult know, we mult feel the 
change from the death of fin to a life of righteouſ- 
neſs, and we muſt perceive the ſpiritual life and 
growth in our hearts. They that are not made 
thus ſenſible of a worthy communion, have great 
reaſon to fear, they are not ſtrengthened nor re- 
freſhed. 

In this ordinance, our ſouls are ſtrengthened by 
the moſt ſolemn exerciſe of our faith, and other 
religious acts, 1 Tim. iv. 7. Heb. v. 14. and by 
that ſupernatural grace, which we receive from this 
ſpiritual food, to enable us for the better perfor- 
mance of our chriſtian duty tor the time to come, 
eln vi. 56. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Phil. iv. 13. Matt. xxv. 
29. Uur ſouls are allo refreſhed by the comfortable 
allurance thereby given us of God's favour and 

Q 2 aracious 
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gracious goodneſs towards us, Nom. viii. 32. 1 Joly 
iv. 9. John Xill. 1. . 

From the premiſes it follows, that when we 
come to the Lord's table, we are to cat the bread 
in remembrance, that CHRIsT's body was broken 
for us, and that the ſame body is then ſpiritually and 
really communicated to us; and to drink the wine, 
in remembrance that CHRIST's blood was ſhed for 
us, and that the ſame blood is then ſpiritually and 
really communicated to us, eſteeming and receiving 
theſe elements not as common bread and wine; 
but as conſecrated to repreſent the body and blood 
of JesUs CHRIST, to all ſpiritual intents and pur- 
poſes ; and ftrmiy belicving, that we ſhall verily 
and indeed partake of all thoſe graces and bleſſings, 
which CHRIST merited for mankind by his death; 
and which this ſacrament was deſigned to convey 
to every one, that comes holy and clean to ſuch an 
| heavenly feaſt; in the marriage garment required 
by the goſpel. Which brings us to conſider, what 
preparation is required in thoſe, who come to this 
holy ordinance. 

A man muſt examine himſelf, ſaith the apoſtle, and 
then cat of that bread, and drink of that cup, Con- 
cerning what? The ſtate of the ſoul. Whether 
there lurks any pride, or any other ſinful idol in the 
heart? Whether he placeth any dependance for fal- 
vation upon his own righteouſneſs? Whether he 
comes, as a loſt undone ſinner ? Whether he tri 
repents of his former ſms? Whether he has faith, that 
the ſacrifice of CHRIST is all ſufficient for the 7. 
demption of mankind? If he can't reſolve theſe 
queſtions to his ſoul in the affirmative : he mult 
beg of Gop to endue him with his ſpirit, and to 
fill him with theſe graces : and if he has them, but 
in an imperfect degree, and come humbly for help, 
Gop has promiſed to ſupply them, and to increzi? 
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Therefore, when any one purpoſeth to receive, 
ſet him beſeech Gop to give him unfcigned repen- 
tance, For he muſt not pretend to approach the 
Lord's table, except he repent himſelf truly of all 
his former ſins. They that are deſirous of mercy, 
muſt repent of, and be ſorry for thoſe ſins, which 
have ſeparated between them and their God : they 
muſt reſolve and earneitly deſire by his grace and 
ſpirit, to lead a new life; they muſt deteſt and ab- 
hor former impurities, and long to Jive the life of 
faith, If this be not the frame of the communi— 
cant's mind, he can have no buſineſs, no commu— 
nion with CHRIST at his table, or by this ordi- 
nance. 

He muſt not only repent and lead a new life ; 
but he muſt examine into his at,, whether he be— 
lieves that Gop is able and willing to pardon us 
through the blood of the med:ator ? or, whether he 
believes there is no other name under heaven 
given to man, whereby we {hail be ſaved, but only 
the name of our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST! 
He muſt beg of Gop to make his faith lively, fo 
as to lead him into all holineſs of heart and life, 
and quickening him to a love of our redeemer, tel- 
tined by a thankful remembrance of his death. For 
there's no purchaſing heaven by our own merit. We 
muſt examine ourſelves, whether we can gratefully 
call to mind the love of IEsus, dying the molt 
bitter and ignominious death for us? Whether we 
are truly thankful to our redeemer for that ſacrifice 
of himſelf on the croſs, once offered for the fins. of 
the whole world? Whether we endeavour to copy 
this love of our redeemer towards mankind by en- 
deavouring, in our reſpective ſtations, to promote 


the happineſs of all our brethren? and whether we 


can forgive them that have injured us, as we de- 
* Gop for CHRIST's ſake, to forgive us our 
ns? 


23 They 
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They that find themſelves thus prepared, oucht 
to give praiſe unto GoD ; for it is not to ourſelyes, 
but to his holy ſpirit, we are indebted for theſe gifts 
and graces. If we have not theſe requiſites, we 
muſt implore the Lord, and beg of our God to 
cioath us with them. They that tremble at their 
ſins, and come to jJESUs with true ſorrow for their 
offences, thall not be rejected. The Lord Jtsvs 
is a loving redeemer, and reaches out his hand to 
ſave every trembling ſoul that approaches him. He 
will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
ſmoaking flax. They that convince him of their 
ſincerity and deſire of mercy, will be made wel- 
come guelts to enter into the joy of the Lord, 


Jaz PRAYER. 
| Lmighty Lord and ever living Gop, by whoſe 


appointment thy only and beloved ſon was 
made man, and a ſacrifice for ſin, and did inſtitute 
the holy ſacrament of his body and blood, to be re- 
ceived in remembrance of his death and paſſion for 
the remiſſion of ſins, and the nouriſhment of the 
ſouls of thy faithful ſervants ; I adore this thy gre- 
cious goodneſs towards me and all mankind ; and 
offer and preſent unto thee, O heavenly father, my 
ſoul and body, to be a reaſonable, holy and live'y 
facrifice unto thee ; humbly beſceching thee, that 
when TI ſhall approach thy table, and receive the 
elements of bread and wine, I may be filled with 
thy grace and heavenly benediction, and be found 
worthy in thy ſight, not weighing my merits, but 
pardoning my offences, thro' the fame thy Son, 
Jssus CHRIST. Amen. 
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* | HEY that believe in IESuS CHRIST the me- 
0 diator, interceeding for us perpetually at the 
| 6 right hand of Gop, till the redemption of man— 
He kind ſhall be finiſhed; muſt alſo acknowledge 


prayer to be a proper means of drawing nigh to 
the . : f 
Noir GoD, or a neceflary method of reſtoring inners to 
0 his favour. Therefore, when we are in the ſpirit 
$99 : . v 
of prayer, when our hearts are lift up to Gop, 
breathing out holy petitions to the throne of grace, 
we are encouraged to be conſtant and fervent in it; 
becauſe we then join with an interceſſion, at the 
right hand of Gop, and are doing that for our- 
ole ſelves on earth, which our bleſſed Saviour is doing 
vas for us perpetually in heaven. 
ite Devotion is neither public nor private prayers: 
e- but prayers, whether public or private, are particu- 
or lar parts or inſtances of devotion, which ſignifies a 
ne life given, or devoted to GoD, So he only is the 
a- devout man, who lives no longer to his own will, 
id WF or in the way and ſpirit of the world; but to the ſole 
Wy will of God, and in the ways of his commandments, 
1 making all the parts of his common life, parts of 
10 piety; by doing every thing in the name of Gon, 


and under ſuch rules as are conformable to his glory. 
f Devotion is to be conſidered an exerciſe of pub- 
0 lic or private prayers, at ſet times, and on parti- 
b cular occaſions; and more properly a temper of 


mind, or a ſtate and diſpoſition of the heart, which 
ſhall be rightly affected with ſuch ſpiritual exerciſes. 

External acts of devotion, like other external ac- 
tions, are very liable to deluſion and falſeneſs, and 
can be no otherwiſe good and valuable, than as they 
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proceed from a right diſpoſition of the inward man, 
GoD alone is to be the rule and meaſure of our prayer; ; 
in them we are to look wholly unto him, and not 
wholly for him: we are only to pray in ſuch a man. 
ner, for ſuch things, and for ſuch ends, as are fuit- 
able to his glory. Therefore ſolemn prayers, rap- 
turous devotions, unleſs the mind and heart be con- 
formable to them, are but repeated hy pocriſies, like 
zealous profeſſions of friendihip, where there is no 
lincerity of the heart. | 

Since it is the heart only that is devout towards 
God ; fince the regularity and fervency of the heart 
is the regularity and fervency of devotion, we ſhall 
treat of devotion chiefly, as a /iate and fernper of 
the heart: for, it is in this ſenſe only, that chi- 
ams are called to a canſlant ſlatèe of devotion, who 
can't be always on their knees in acts of prayer; 
but may continue always in the ſtate and temper ot 
devotion. 

This may be illuſtrated under the practice of 
friendſhip, which does not require a continual wait- 
ing upon our friends in external fervices ; theſe of- 
tices have their times and ſeaſons of intermiſſion : it 
is only the ſervice of the heart, the friendſhip of 
the mind, that is never to ceaſe. It is juſt ſo in de- 
votion, by which we propoſe to expreſs our love and 
friendſhip towards our GoD. Prayers have their 
hours, their beginning and ending: but that tuin 
of mind, that diſpoſition of the heart towards Gov, 

which is the life and ſpirit of prayer, is to be as 
conſtant and laſting, as our own life and ſpirit. 
The repeating of the chriſtian belief is at certain 
times, an act of faith; but that faith, which over- 
cometh the world, ſtays neither for times nor ſcaſons, 
but is a living principle of the ſoul, that is always 
believing, truſting and depending upon Gop. Like- 
wiſe verbal prayers are acts of devotion ; but that 


prayer, which penetrateth the gates of heaven, and 
holds 
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holds an intercourſe with Gop, ſtops not at Arni 
and manuals of devotion ; but is a language of the 
foul, a judgment of the heart, which worſhips, 
adores and delights in God, at all times, and all 
ſeaſons. 

The neceſſity and reaſon of prayer is founded in the 
nature of God; becauſe he is the fountain and 
cauſe of all happineſs ; and in the nature of man; 
becauſe he is weak, helpleſs and full of wants. So 
that prayer is an earneſt application or aſſent of the heart 
i» Gop, as to the fele cauſe of all happineſs. He there- 
fore that moſt truly fees the miſery, corruption and 
weakneſs of his own nature; who is moſt fully con- 
vinced, that a relief from all theſe diſorders, and a 
true happineſs, is to be found in Gop alone; he, 
who is moſt fully convinced of theſe truths, is moſt 
fully poſſeſſed of the ſpirit of devotion and prayer. 

Therefore, there is but one way to arrive at a 
true ſtate of devotion; and that is to get right no- 
tions of ourſelves, and of the divine nature : ſo 
that having a full view of the relation we bear to 
Gon, our fouls may as conſtantly aſpire to him, 
as they conſtantly aſpire after happineſs. We muſt 
practiſe all thoſe ways of life, that may humble us 
in our own eyes: w2 mult forbear all thoſe indul- 
gencies and vanities, which blind the heart, and 
give falſe notions of ourſelves : we mult ſeek that 
way of life, accuſtom ourſelves to ſuch practices, as 
may beſt convince us of the vanity of the world, 
and the littleneſs of every thing in compariſun with 
Gop. They who cannot ſee their own littleneſs, 
nor the greatneſs of God : or ſeek for happineſs in 
any thing but Gop, cannot be in a ſtate of devo- 
tion; their prayers will not be heard. For, as we 
can deſire nothing, but what we think we want; 
and defire it only in ſuch a degree, as we feel the 
want of it; it is evident, that whatever leſſens or 
abates the feeling of our own wants, whatever takes 
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from looking to Gop, as the only poſſible relief of 
them, muſt ſo far leſſen and abate the ſpirit and fer- 
vency of our devotions and prayers. 

Now let any one reaſon, why he ought to be 
thus ſtrictly pious and devout in his prayers, and hc 
will find the ſame ftrong reaſon to be as ſtrict! 
po? or devout in all the other parts of his life. 

or, ſo ſure as Gop muſt be the rule and meaſure 
of our prayers, and we muſt look wholly unto him, 
and pray according to his will, we ought to look 
wholly unto GoD, and to make him the rule and 
meaſure of all the other actions of our life. Any 
ways of life, any improvement of talents, whether 
of our parts, our time, or our money, that is not 
firiftly according to the will of Gop, that is not for 
ſuch ends, as are ſuitable to his glory, they are as 
great abſurdities and failings, as prayers, which are 
not offered according to the will of Godt : for the 
ſame reaſons ſubſiſt, for us to live unto GoD in 
the ſame ſpirit of wiſdom and holineſs, and heaven- 
ly temper, as we are obliged to pray unto him. 
Were it not our duty to live by reafen, to devote al! 
our actions in life to Gop, were it not abſolutely 
neceſſary to walk before him in wiſdom and holi- 
neſs, and all heavenly converſation, doing every 
thing in his name, and for his glory, there would be 
no excellency or wiſdom in the moſt heavenly prayers. 

Tis the want of conſidering this, that makes the 
lives of. many people a mixture of mere ridicule, 
They ſhall at ſome times and places be ſtrictly devout : 
but when the divine ſervice is over, they are but 
Jke thoſe, that ſeldom or never, frequent public 
worſhip. They become like the reſt of the world 
in their way of life, in the manner of ſpending 
their money and time, in their cares and fears, in 
their pleaſures and indulgencies, and in their la- 
bour and diverſions. Hence it is we may ſee the 


looſe part of mankind making a jeſt of thoſe that 
| | ate 
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are devout, when they ſee the devotion of many 
go no farther than their prayers, and that, when 
they are over, they live no more unto Gop, till 
the time of prayer returns again; but live by the 
ſame humour and fancy, and in as full enjoyment of 
all the follies of life, as other people. 

So that the one and only way to be devout, is to | 


ſce and feel our own weakneſs, the vanity of the 


world, and the greatneſs of Gop, as dying men 
ſee and fee] them. It is as impoſſible to be devout 
without ſeeing things in this view, as it is impoihible” 
to be chearful without perceiving ſomething in our 
condition, that is according to our mind. Hence, 
therefore, we may learn to admire the wiſdom and 
divinity of the chriſtian religion, which calls all its 
members to humility, ſelf-denial, and a renunciation 
of worldly tempers, as a neceſſary foundation of piety 
and devotion. On this practice our Saviour firſt in- 
ſtituted his religion: on theſe conditions the apoſ- 
tles embraced it, and taught it to others; it was in 
theſe doctrines, that the primitive Chriſtians became 
ſuch worthy followers of our Saviour and his apoſ- 
tles; and as theſe doctrines are {till in the goſpel, 
we ſhall never find ourſelves in a ſtate of chriſtian 
devotion, till they are found in our lives. 

Devotion is like fiend/hip, we hear of it every 
where; but find it no where. Thus devotion is 
every where to be ſeen in modes of worſhip, in 
forms of prayer or ſpeech, and in outward adora- 
tions, but is in reality ſcarce to be found. Hence 
alſo it happens, that we ſee as much difference in 
devotion, as in the faces of Chriſtians : for, want- 
ing its true foundation, humility, ſelf-denial, and a 
renunciation of the world, it has as many ſhapes, as 
there are tempers of men. Many people are thus 
tar ſincere in their devotions, that they would be 
glad to pray devoutly : they ſhall ſtrive to be fer- 
vent; but never attain. to it, becauſe they do not 


take the only poſſible way. They never thought 
Q 6 of 
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of altering their lives, or of living differently from 
the reſt of the world; but hope to be devout mere- 
ly by mumbling many prayers, or frequent reading 
of books of devotion, which is as odd a fancy, as if 
a man ſhould expect to be happy, by reading diſ- 
courſes upon happineſs. When theie people dare 
take chriſtianity, as it is offered to them in the goſ- 
pel; when they ſhall deny themſelves, and renounce 
the world, as our Saviour exhorts his diſciples, they 
will then have begun devotion, 

All thoſe texts of ſcripture, which call us to God, 
as our true and only good; and which exhorts us 
to fulneſs of faith, hope, joy and truſt in Gop, are 
to be conſidered, as ſo many exhortations to devo- 
tion; becauſe true devotion is only another name 
for the exerciſe of all theſe virtues, Our conver /a- 
tion, ſaith the apoſtle to the Philippians, is in heaven; 
and as a realon and motive to this heavenly conver- 
lation, he addeth, whence wwe look for the Saviour, the 
Lord JESsus CHRIST, who ſhall change our wile body, 
that it may be faſhiomed like unto bis glorious body, Phil. 
in. 20, See allo 1 Pet. i. 3. 1 Cor, xv. 20, Oc. 50 
that the moſt powerful motive to heavenly minded- 


neis, the plaineſt reaſon for our converſation in hea- 


ven, is our expectation of CHRIST 's glorious ap- 
pearance, when he ſhall come to put an end to the 

niſeries of this life, and cloath us with the robes of 
mortality and glory. Thele truths much more 
efteRually raiſe the heart to Gop, than any parti- 
cular precepts to pray: they do not ſo much ex- 
hort, as carry the foul to devotion, tie that feci3 
the fe truths in his heart, feels himfelr 

hey leave a light upon the ſoul, which will kindle 
into holy flames of love, and delight in Gop. And 
then only we can be ſaid 29 live by faith and not by 
felt, when the inviſible things of a future ſtate are 
the reaſon, the motive, and the meaſure of all our 
deſires and tempers. 
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It is to this ſtate of devotion, that we are all 


called, not only by particular precepts, but by the 


whole nature and tenure of our religion. And as 


all ſtates and tempers of the mind muſt be ſupport- 


ed by actions and exerciſes ſuitable to them; ſo 


theſe actions ſtrengthen and improve the habits from 
whence they proceed. It is the right diſpoſition of 


the heart towards Gop, that leads people to out- 
ward acts of prayer; and it is the outward acts of 


prayer, that preſerve and ſtrengthen the right diſpo- 


ſition of the heart towards GoD. Therefore, as 


we ought to judge of the ſignificancy of our pray- 


ers, by looking to the ſtate and temper of our heart; 


ſo we are to judge alſo concerning the ſtate of our 


heart, by looking to the frequency, conſtancy and 


importunity of our prayers. For, as we are cer- 
tain that our prayers are inſignifcant, unleſs they. 
proceed from a heart rightly diſpoſed : fo unleſs our 


prayers be frequent, conſtant, and full of importunity, . 
we may be equally ſure, that our heart is not right. 


towards GOD; | 
It may be objected from the words of our Sa- 
viour, that lng prayers are inconſiſtent with the doc- 
trine of the goſpel, where it is written, en ye 
pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as the heathens de; for 
tvey think that they hall be heard for their much ſpcat» 
ng, Matt, vi. 7. But this ſcrinture is miſapplied: 
for, it does not condemn, nor forbid the length or 
the continuance of prayer; but only vain repetitions, 
lach as the ave Aary's or bead prayers ſo much in 
uſe amongſt the Pabiſis; in which, inſtead of pray- 
ng, the ſame words are only often repeated. Again: 
the heathens are not here condemned for being in- 
Prtunate and perſevering in their prayers ; but for a 
wrong judgment, a falſe devotion ; becauſe they ex- 
pected to be heard on account of their much ſpeaking, 
r for often repeating the ſame words. So that all 
hat Chriſtians are forbid. by. this text, is only * 
o 


— — 4 
—— > 2 


—_ 


8 7 
N 


{ 
hl. 
iN 
| 
wy 
A 
1 
! 
kj 


350 Of Prayer and Devotion. 


they are not to think that the efficacy of prayer con- 
fiſts in vain and Jong repetitions, but are to apply to 
Gop upon a more rational and better principle, a 
more enlightened devotion. 

; This is alſo clear by the authority of the bleſſed 
IEsus, who often retired into deſarts, mountains 
and ſolitary places to pray, and ſpent whole nights 
in prayer, not to condemn, but to teach us by his 
example as well as doctrine, that we-ought to be 
frequent, conſtant and importune in prayer. The 
; Parable of the widow and the unjuſt judge was de— 
livered to this end; that men ought always to pray 
and not to faint : to recommend continuance, per- 
ſeverance and importunity, as the moſt prevailing 
qualifications of prayer. The widow was relier- 
ed; not becauſe ſhe aſked relief; but becauſe ſhe 
continued in aſking it: and (Gon is there alſo ſaid 
to avenge his elect; not becauſe they cry to him 
now and then, but becauſe they oy day and nicht 
Therefore ſays the apoſtle to the converts at 77% 
ſalonica, Colifje, and Epheſus, pray without ceaſuir ; 
and continue in prayer ; praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the ſpirit, 1 Theſl. v. 17, Coloil, 
vi. 2. Eph. iv. 17. 

The moſt appoſite text of ſcripture for the duty 
of prayer, is generally thought to be that of Mai. 
vi. 6. Thou, when thou praygſt, enter into thy cloſet, and 
when thou lat ſbut thy dior, pray unto thy Father, &c. 
in which indeed there is no mention of the zi, 
that prayer is to be continued; yet the circumſtances 
of entring into a cloſet, and ſhuiting the door, are 
manifeſt indications, that we are not haſtily to open 
the door, but to allow ourſelves time to continue and 
be importunate with our heavenly father in our 
prayers. 

One would think it impoſſible for people to be 
ſparing in their devotions, and to wreſt ſcripture in 
ſupport of their folly or neglect of duty, who are 


taught 
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taught by our Saviour's parables, that the bleſſings 
of heaven, the gifts add graces of God's holy 
ſpirit, are given to ſuch as are importunate in their 
prayers. And tho' it is not eaſy to direct how 


long and how often all people ought to pray by any 


one particular meaſure: yet we may venture to 
collect this general rule from our Saviour's doctrine 


and practice, that every Chri/tzan is in duty bound 


to pray ſo often, and fo long, as to ſhew a perſeve- 
rance and importunity in prayer, to ſhew, that he 
prays without ceaſing ; that he prays always, and that 
he cries to GoD day and night. 

Frequent and continued prayers are moſt likely to 
beget in us the /prrit of prayer. A man that is 
often on his knees to Gop, tho' he may for ſome 
time perform only a Iip-ſervice, will find the very 
labour or ſervice of his lips altcring the temper of 
his heart; and that he has learned to pray rightly, 
by praying often. In all parts of life man catches 
a ſpirit and temper from the converſation and ways 
of life, to which he is moſt accuſtomed. Uſe is a 
ſecond nature, and experience teaches, that what- 
ſoever we accuſtom ourſelves to, it will by degrees 
transform our ſpirit and temper into a likeneſs 
thereof: and what is made cnflant and familiar, will 
by degrees ſteal the approbation of the heart, 

Therefore, would we be often on our knees, put- 
ting up our prayers to God; tho? for a while it be 
no more than form and outward exercile; our 
hearts would by degrees learn the language of our 
tongues: the ſubject of our prayers would become 
the ſubject of our hearts; we might pray ourſelves 
into real devotion, and it would become a part of 
us, in the ſame manner, that all other ways enter 
into our nature. Our reaſon and judgment would 
at laſt conſent to our lips, and by ſaying the ſame 
things often, we ſhould come to believe and feel them 
in a proper and ſpiritual manner. Conſequently, 

they 
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they who are haſty in their devotions and prayers, 
and think a little will do, are ſtrangers both to the 
nature of devotion, and to the nature of man; 
not knowing that they are to learn to pray, and 
that prayer is to be learned, as they. learn all other 
things, by frequency, conſtancy and perſeverance. 

Continuance in prayer is alſo a great relief a- 
gainſt the cares and pleaſures of life, and againſt 
the levity, vanity and dulneſs of our minds; not 
only as it gives the heart leiſure to relieve itſelf 
from worldly cares and concerns; but as it exer- 
ciſeth the mind upon ſuch ſubjects, as are like- 
ly to abate its vanity and diſtraction, and raiſe 
it into a Nate of ſeriouſneſs and attention. The 
moit devout muſt acknowledge, that they. are in- 
conſtant in their prayers, joining heartily in ſome 
petitions, and wandering away from others. There— 
fore it is no more than common prudence to c72- 
tinue in our prayers, in' order to give our minds an 
opportunity to join in ſoine parts, when they may 
have wandered or ſtrayed from ſome others. If we 
were maſters of our own attention, and could be as 
fervent as we pleaſed, on all occaſions, few words 
might then ſerve for our devotion: but ſeeing our 
minds are weak, confuſed, inconſtant, and even 
ungovernable by any human art, we muſt endea- 
vour to catch and win them to devotion, by ſuch 
means as are ſuited to ſuch a ſtate of weaknels, 
confuſion, dulneſs, inconſtancy and rebellion. 

He that enters his cloſet in a hurry, only to re- 
peat a ſhort form of words, or a brief extempo- 
rary ejaculation, may pray all his life without any 
devotion ; and perhaps he had been a devout man 
long ago, if he had been convinced. that meditation 
and cortinuance in prayer are neceſſary to excite 
devotion. If a perſon ſhould make it a rule to 
himſelf to meditate a while before he began bis 


prayers ; if he ſhould. ** conſider what prayer 
is; 


Praye 
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is; what he prays for, and in whoſe preſence, and 
to whom he prays; if again he ſhould accuſtom 
himſelf to ſtop in ſome part of his prayers, in or- 
der to aſk his heart, whether it rally prays, or to 


let his ſeul riſe up in ſilence unto Gop; prayers thus 


performed and afiited by meditation and continu- 
ance, would in all l:celihood ſoon render the mind 
truly devout. 

Let it not be underſtood, that any thing is here 
advanced for impoſing any particular niethad upon all 
people. It is only intended to ſhew, that there are 
certain means of aſſiſting our devotion 3; and ſome 
rules, tho? little in themſelves, yet of great uſe to 
render our minds attentive and fervent in our ap- 
plications unto GoD in prayer. 

Frequent and continued prayer is the moſt power- 
ful remedy againſt fin; not procuring divine grace 


and aſſiſtance, which is to be obtained by the merits. 


of CHRIST only ; but as it naturally convinces, in- 
ſtructs and fortifies the mind againſt all ſin. For, 
every endeavour to pray, is an endeavour to feel the 
truth of our prayers; to convince our minds of the 
reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of thoſe things, that are 


the ſubject of our prayers. So he that prays moſt, + 


is one that moſt labours to convince his heart and 
mind of the guilt, deformity and miſery of fin. 
Therefore prayer, conſidered merely as an exerciſe 
of the heart upon ſuch ſubjects, is the moſt certain 
way to deſtroy the power of ſin: becauſe ſo far as 
we pray, ſo far we renew our convictions, enlighten 
our minds, and fortify our hearts by freſh reſoluti- 
ons. Conſequently we are to conſider the neceſſity 
and benefits of prayer, not only as it is that which 
Gop hears ; but allo as it is that, which by its na- 
tural tendency, alters and correfs our opinions and 
judgments, and forms our hearts to ſuch ways of 
thinking, as are ſuitable to the matter of our 
Prayers. 

Now. 
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Now if prayer be allowed to convince the mind; 
frequency and continuance in prayer mult be the 
moſt certain way to eſtabliſh the mind in a ſteady, 
well grounded ftate of conviction. Therefore, they 
who argue for bort prayers, upon the ſuppoſition 
that Gop does not need much intreaty, ought to 
ſhew, that the heart of man does not need afli- 
tance of much prayer ; that it is ſo regular and uni- 
form in its tendency to Gop; ſo full of right 
judgments and good motions, as not to need that 
ſtrength and light and help, which ariſeth from 
much praying, For, unleſs this be the ftate of our 
hearts, we ſhall want much prayer to awake and 
move ourſelves, tho' little was neceſſary to excite 
the goodneſs of Gop. Therefore, if men would 
conſider prayer, not only as it is an znvecation of 
Gop ; but alſo as it is an exerciſe of hely thoughts, 
as it is an endeavour to feel and be affected with 
the great truths of religion, they would ſoon ſee, 
that tho' Gop is ſo good, as not to need much 
calling upon; yet, that man is ſo weak, as to 
need much help, and to be under a conſtant ne- 
ceſſity of that aſſiſtance, and light, and improve- 
— which ariſeth from praying much, or conti 
nually. | 

If Gov does not give to us at our firſt aſking: 
if he only gives to thoſe who are zmportunate ; it 15 
not becauſe our prayers make any change in Gov; 
but becauſe our importunity has made a change |! 
ourſelves ; it has altered our hearts, and rendered u- 
proper objects of Gop's gifts and graces. If there- 
fore, we would know how much or how long, ot 
how often we ought to pray, we mult conſider how 
much our hearts want to be altered, and remember 
that the great work of prayer is to work upon 0u!- 
ſelves: it is not to move and affect Gop, but it 15 
to move and affet our own hearts, and fill them 


with ſuch tempers as Gop delights to reward. | 
| rayer 
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Prayer is never ſo good a preſervation againſt ſin; 
it never ſo corrects and amends the heart, as when 
we extend it to all the particulars of our ſtate and 
condition, enumerating all our wants, infirmities, 
and diſorders; not becauſe Gop needs to be in- 
formed of them, but becauſe by this means we in- 
form ourſelves, and make our hearts in the beſt 
manner acquainted with our true condition. When 
our prayers do thus particularly deſcend into all the 
circumſtances of our condition, they become a faith- 
ful glaſs to us, and ſo often as we pray, we as often 
ſee ourſelves in a true light. You muſt not, there- 
fore, be content with confeſſing yourſelf to be a 
ſinner, or with praying againſt fin in general; for 
this can but a little affect your mind; it will only 
ſhew you to yourſelf in ſuch a ſtate, as all man- 
kind are in; but if you find yourſelf out; if you 
confeſs and lay open the guilt of your own parti- 
cular fins ; if you pray conſtantly againſt ſuch par- 
ticular fins, as you find yourſelf moſt ſubject to, the 
frequent fight of your own ſins, and your conſlant de- 
plring of their guilt, will give your prayers entrance 
into your heart, and put you upon meaſures, how 
to amend your life. If you confeſs yourſelf only 
to be a inner; you only confeſs yourſelf to be a 
man : for we are all tranſgreſſors from the womb, 
and born children of wrath. But when you deſ- 
cribe and confeſs your own particular guilt, then 
you find cauſe for your own particular and godly 
ſorrow, which worketh repentance, and then you 
give your prayers all the power they can have, to 
affect and wound the heart. Thus alſo, when you 
pray for GoD's grace, be not ſatisfied with a gene- 
ral petition ; but make your prayers ſuitable to or 
expreſſive of your defects; and continue to alk for 
luch gifts and graces of the holy ſpirit, as you find 
yourſelf moſt defective in: for this will not only 


give life to your petitions, and carry your heart 
along 
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along with them; but will alſo be the ſureſt means 


to fit and prepare you for ſuch graces, as you pray 
for, and ſtand in need of. 

Tt was in this view the church of England, in her 
ſhort Catechiſm, declares that we are not able of aur. 
ſelves to de, nor to walk in the commandments of God, 
and to ſerve him, without his ſpecial!” grace, and that 
we mult learn at al! times to call for that grace by di- 
lizent prayer. Here we are taught, that praver is 
the mean we are to make uſe of: we have no hand 
in our juſtification : the whole is owing to the free 
grace of GoD in CHRIST JESUS: his ſpirit ap- 
plies it to the ſinner's ſoul: every ſtep in the ſin- 
ner's courſe, from bis converſion to his glorifica- 
tion, is the alone work of his merciful redeeming 
Gop. He is to wait upon Gop in humbleneſs 1 
mind, and as the bread of life of that father, who 
is nigh at hand to thoſe that call _—_ him, not to 
give them a ſlone, but to forgive the ſims of them, 
who humble themſelves, and pray and ſee# his. face, 
and turn from their wicked ways. 

Hence we collect not only the neceſſity, but the 
 requiſtes of prayer. As when we draw nigh to 
Gop, we muſt do it with a juſt ſenſe of our 
own wunwerthineſs : with faith towards Gop; and 
with /ve to our brethren. 

I. They who would pray to God for eternal 
life, muſt come to him and fall proſtrate before his 
footſtool, with a deep ſenſe of their own unworthi- 
neſs, ſufficiently convinced, that they ſtand in need 
of his mercy, ſenſible. that they are loſt and undone, 
without his pardoning grace and redeeming love. 
We muſt fee and know our own vileneſs and de- 
pravity, tied and bound with the chain of our fins, 
before we ſhall venture to pray to be renewed and 
ſanctified: and if we confider, that we are by na- 
ture enemies to Gop, and that every thought aud 
emagination of our heart is only evil continually; that 
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we muſt continue in this wretched ſtate till the ſpi- 
rit of Gop be pleaſed to convert and breathe into us 
the breath of divine life ; if we examine our hearts, 
and call to mind our manifold provocations of Gop, 
and our actual tranſgreſſions, and reflect upon the 
eternal weight of miſery, which is the unavoid- 
able conſequence of fin unrepented of; if we conſi- 
der, that it is not in our power to repent without 
the ſpecial grace of Gop preventing and aſſiſting 
us, and that, if we die in an unconverted ſtate, 
eternal deſtruction muſt inevitably be our portion, 
we cannot but defire an acquittance from our fears, 
and a deliverance from our dangers ; there is no- 
thing of fuch ſucceſs in driving us to Gop, as a 
ſenſe of our loſt condition. When God is pleaſed 
to awaken a ſoul, and ſet its fins, with their ſeve- 
ral aggravations, before its face ; how earneſtly will 
that ſoul ſtrive with Gop in prayer! when a ſinner 
is convinced of his danger; when he ſees no good 
in himſelf, when he finds no help, no place for 
refuge, how does he then fly to Gop ! How does 
he groan _—_ for deliverance, waiting for the adep- 
tion of GoD | renounces all vain confidence, all proud 
boaſting in himſelf, and thankfully relies on the all- 
ſufficient merits of JEsUs CHRIST. They then 
that are willing and contented to come to CHRIS 
as ſinners, ſhould be of good cheer : if they do 
not find an anſwer of peace immediately, let them 
pray on: for it is written, The kingd:m of heaven 
ſulfereth vidlence, and the violent take it by force, T ruſt 
in Gop, continue inſtant in prayer, and depend up- 
on it, Gop will hear you. 

2. Aſk in faith or in the belief, that Gop will 
hear us, and is able to heal our wounds; that 
CHRIST is a redeemer able to deliver us, and that 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant is ſufficient 
to waſh away our ſins, be they ever ſo many, or 
eyer ſo great. A things are poſſible to him that be- 

lieveth 3 
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lieveth; and whatſoever we ſhall ast in his name, ſays 
CHRIST, believing, we ſhall recerue. I bat ſoever we 
ſhall ask the father in his name, he will give it us, 

If you cannot believe, then aſk Gop for faith. 
aſk it of Gop in CHRIST, and ye ſhall receive it, 
Perhaps your hearts may be ſo ks or hardened 
with fin, that ye cannot pray: then you can ſigh, 
or at leaſt, you can wiſh, that Gop would be mer- 
ciful to you; and one wiſh from the heart, one 
ſingle Lord Jesus help me, from a contrite ſoul, will 
find its way to the Gop of our ſalvation. There- 
fore watch unto prayer, pray without ceaſing, beg 
the teſtimony of Gop's bir with your own, that 
your fins be pardon'd, and beſeech him that his 
ſpirit may witneſs with your ſpirits, that ye are the chil- 
dren of GoD. 

3. To humility and faith we muſt add a ſpirit 
of love towards our brethren. Chriſtianity is a com- 
municative religion, and when we ſee our. own 
danger, we ſhall ſee that of our brethren, and beg 
of Gop to convince us of it. This is called inte- 
ceſſion, or praying for all mankind : and it is a moſt 
powerful expedient for ſtifling animoſities amongſt 
brethren. It is impoſſible to conceive the advan- 
tages ariſing from this ſort of prayer. When a ſoul 
is mounting to the throne of Gop upon the wings 
of holy delt, and is pleading with him for ano- 
ther, as well as himſelf; when it imitates his bleſſed 
maſter in doing good, how is it warmed and de- 
| lighted ? Therefore let him, that has a guar?! 
againſt a brother, pray for him. This is a ſweet 
revenge! it will enlarge the heart, and open the 
very ſou]: it unites the ſins of our brethren with 
our own, and nails them to the croſs of our 1e- 
deemer. 

He, that is thus qualified for prayer, has the 
greateſt reaſon to expect to be heard: when the 


contrite ſoul comes humbly to Gop, and throws 
him- 
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himſelf upon his redeemer, is conſcious of his own 
unworthineſs and truſts in the Lord JESsUs 
CHRIST, then faith the Lord, will hear from hea- 
ven; and I will forgive their ſin. 

I ſhall conclude this ſubject with a pious and 
ſolid reflexion from a primitive father, who writes. 
That by the aſcent of our mind in prayer, we 
« draw nigh to, and converſe with Gobp: he who 
« hath no communication with Gop by prayer, is 
« wholly eſtranged and ſeperated from him : and 
« he who is thus cut off from Gop, mult of ne- 
« ceſlity fall in with God's enemy the devil.” 


m4 7 RATS © 


Leſſed God, eternal Father, who haſt promi- 
ſed to hear them that pray to thee in thy ſon's 
name, give me a due ſenſe of the mighty advanta- 
ges, which accrue to mankind from that gracious 
promiſe: acquaint me in this time of my exerciſe, 
probation and trial with the employment of eter- 
nity: teach and help me to have communion and to 
converſe with thee, my GoD, without ceaſing, here 
in this world, by holy meditation, by heavenly eja- 
culations, and frequent application to thee by prayer 
and thankſgiving, and all other holy exerciſes ; by 
conſtant intention to honour and ſerve thee, and by 
an exact walking according to the difference of good 
and evil, that when my frail body ſhall return to 
duſt, my ſoul may readily join itſelf unto, and 
be received by the angels, thy miniſtring ſpirits, and 
the ſaints in glory, and together with them laud and 
magnify thy holy name for ever and ever, of whoſe 
grace and goodneſs, we have had ſo great experi- 
ence all our days upon earth, thro' JESUS CHRIST 
thy Son, and my Saviour. Amen. 
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CHAP. v. 


Of SELF-DENIAL and MoRTIFICATION: 
under which are included the chief PR AC- 
TICAL DUTIEs of CHRISTIANITY. 


HRISTIANITx is a doctrine of the croſs, which 
teacheth the reſtoration of mankind to the fa- 
vour of Gop, by the death and ſacrifice of his be- 
loved fon JEsus CHRIST. And this being the 
foundation of the chriſtian religion, it ſhews, that 
ſuch as deſire to act conformably to the nature and 
reaſon of chriſtianity, are called to a ſtate of ſelf. 
denial and mortification, or, in other words, to ſuf— 
fer for ſin in their own perſons. If ſuffering was 
the neceſſary atonement for ſin in CHñRISH: finners 
cannot be excuſed from ſuffering in the fleſh, the 
wages of whoſe fin is death. 

There is the ſame reaſon in the nature of the 
thing, for ſinners to endeavour to conform them- 
ſelves to the ſufferings, as to labour after the haline/s 
of CHRIST : yet, faith the apoſtle, Such a high- 
prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, und-filea, ſepe- 


rate from ſinners. 


If CHRIsT had not joined ſuffering to holineſs, his 
ſacrifice had been deficient in an eſſential part. In 
like manner, if we think to be accepted of GoD 
by holineſs without ſuffering, we ſeem to contra- 
dict the nature of our religion as much, as it we 
thought to be accepted thro' ſufferings without ho- 
lineſs, without which no man can ſee the Lord. Not 
that this ſuffering of man is neceflary to make the 
ſufferings or ſacrifice of CHR1sT more complete, Or 
to add a further value to the atonement for {in ; but, 


ſelf-ſuffering for ſin, being a good and e 
| uty 
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duty in itſelf, and proper for a ſinner, the fulneſs of 
Cuklsr's ſacrifice has no more taken away the ne- 
ceſſity of it, than it has taken away the neceſſity 
of humility, or any other virtue. 

That CHRTST“s ſufferings have not made all other 
ſufferings for ſin needleſs, is evident from our being 
ſtill ſubject to death, which is a ſuffering for fin, 
But if all Chriſtians are to offer their bodies at death, 
as a ſacrifice or ſuffering for ſin, then it is certain 
that a ſtate of ſelf-denial and ſuffering, is the pro- 
per ſtate of this life; becauſe it muſt be proper to 
make every part of our life ſuitable to ſuch an end. 

Again: as the mortality of our condition is a 
certain proof that our life is in d:forder, and unac- 
ceptable to GoD: ſo it is alſo a proof that we ought. 
to refuſe pleaſures and ſatisfactions, which are the 
pleaſures of a ſtate of diſorder ; and to ſtay for joy. 
and delights, till we are removed to ſuch a ſtate of 
perfection, as Gop will delight to continue to all 
eternity. #ſh and blood cannot enter into the kingdom , 
of heaven, Which teacheth us the excellency and 
reaſonableneſs of our Saviour's doctrine, who ſaid 
wito them ALL, if any man will come after me, let him 
army himſelf, take up his croſs daily, and follow me. 
For, whoſeever will ſave his life, ball loſe it, and who- 
ſeever wall loſe his life for my ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave 
it, In which not the rich, not the poor; not the 
young, not the old ; not the learned, not the un- 
learned; not the ſtrong, not the weak; but ALL 
that would be the diſciples of CHrisT, are called, 
to deny themſelves, and to take up their croſs daily, 
or to ſuffer daily, by mortification and ſelf-denial, 

Self denial therefore and ſufferings are duties eſ- 
tential to the preſent ſtate of life, and recommend 
us to GoD, even as prayer, humility and charity, 
holineſs and purity recommend us, and are accepta- 
ble thro' the merits of CHRISTH, So long as the 
ſtate of ſin laſts, even ſo on does the en 
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and reaſon of ſelf- denial and mortification exiſt : 
they are as neceſſary as prayers and devotion, and 
are as truly eſſential parts of holineſs, as humility 
and chaſtity. For, repentance and ſorrow for fin, 
is as neceſſary to a being in a ſtate of fin, as nc- 
ceſſary on its own account, and from the nature of 
the thing, as the love of Gor is neceſſary from a 
being, that receives all his happineſs from Gon, 
Therefore, whilſt we continue in a ſtate of corrup- 
tion, it is as neceſſary that we continue in a ſtate of 
repentance, ſelf-denial and ſorrow, as it is neceſ- 
ſary to continue our deſires and endeavours after 
holineſs. 

Thus, if they be of the ſame nature, and are 
practiſed for the ſame end, and alſo eſſential to true 
repentance, it follows, that all Chri/tians are oblig- 
ed to be as conſtant in their ſelf-denials and morti- 
fications, as they are to be conſtant in their repen- 
tance : conſequently there is as much reaſon, wh 
the daily croſs or ſelf-denial, be impoſed upon Chri- 
tlans, as a daily prayer or repentance: and there is 
the ſame impiety, the ſame falſe judgment in refu- 
ſing a daily felf-denial, as in refuſing and ceaſing 
from a daily devotion and ſorrow for ſin. For, a 
man may as well imagine that he prays or gives 
thanks to Gon, when he only repeats the words of 
a prayer or thankſgiving, as that he repents of his 
ſins, unleſs repentance be a real afflicting of his 
ſou] and body, a real puniſhment, and a true ſtate 
of mortification. 

If we conſider, that repentance is the chief, the 
moſt conſtant and perpetual duty of a Chri/tzan ; that 
our holineſs has hardly any other exiſtence, than 
what ariſeth from a perpetual repentance; mortih- 
cation and ſelf-demal, muſt be eſſential and perpe- 
tial: parts of our duty. For, if repentance be not 
an exerciſe of mortification and felf-denial, it is 
no more a ſtate of repentance than the lifting up 
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of our hands without our hearts, is a ſtate of 
prayer and devotion. 

"pa is a hearty ſorrow for ſin : ſorrow is 
4 pain or puniſhment, which we are obliged to raiſe. 
to as high a degree as we can, in order to make us 
fitter objects of God's pardon, S0 that ſelf-denial 
and mortification is only another name for a real re- 

entance, which ought never to be laid afide in this 

life, becauſe there is no time, when we arenot under 
the guilt, and ſubjeCt to the danger of fin, Not 
that this ſuppoſes, we are always to be uttering 
forms of confeſſion with our tongues; but that we 
are always to live with ſo much watchfulneſs, as: 
becomes penitent ſinners, and never do any thing, 
but what highly ſuits with a ſtate of repentance. 
For while repentance is only a lip-work at ſtated 
times, it is nothing. It muſt enter into the ſtate 
and habit of our lives, and render us as fearful of 
ſin in every part of our lives, as when we are exa- 
mining our conſcience, and confeſſing our ſins unto 
Go, before it can take effect. 

Hence alſo we learn the meaning of that promiſs 
made by CHRIsT our Saviour; where he ſays, 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. 
in which we are directed to look upon chri/tian 
mourning to be a ſtate of life, and the bleſſedneſs 
promiſed to this ſtate or temper of mind, ſhews 
that this mourning concerns all men, as ſuch, with- 
out any diſtinction of time or perſons : ſo that its ex- 
cellency and fitneſs muſt be founded upon ſomethin 
that is common and conſtant to all times and al 
perſons, It is a mourning, which mourns at that, 
which diſpleaſes Gop; which condemns and rejects 
what the wiſdom of Gop rejects; which looſens us 
from the vanity of the world, leſſens the weight of 
our corruption, and quickens our motions and aſ- 
pirings towards perfection. This is not a mourn- 
ing that ſhews itſelf in 1 fits of ſorrow, or 

2 de- 


354 Of Self- denial and Mortification. 


dejection of mind: but it is a regular temper, or 2 
right judgment, which refuſeth pleaſures and the 
vanities of life. Therefore, if we deſire to obtain 
the bleſſing promiſed, our mourning muſt be a con- 
ſtant abſtinence from vain joys; it muſt preſerve it- 
ſelf by rejecting and diſreliſhing all thoſe -worldly 
delights and ſatisfactions, which, if admitted, would 
put an end to our ſtate of mourning : for we gene- 
rally reckon ſorrow very near its end, when we be- 
in to reliſh diverſions and worldly amuſements. 

Bleſſed alſo are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. The doctrine of this text is alſo 
the doctrine of ſelf-denial and daily croſs. For, 
no body can be poor in ſpirit unleſs he renounce 
thoſe enjoyments, which are the proper delights of 
thoſe, who are high and rich in ſpirit. He is high 
in ſpirit who F in, and is proud of his ſtate 
and dignity. He is rich in ſpirit, who ſeeks and 
delights in his riches, or thoſe felicities or enjoy- 
ments, which they can procure. So he is poor in 
ſpirit, who mortihes all vain thoughts, rejects every 
ſelf pleaſure, and diſlikes and avoids the empty ſa- 
tisfactions, which riches and fortune adminiſter to 
the fleſh, which is the very eſſence and foul of all 
ſelf-denial and mortification : ſo that the blefſednels 
of poverty of ſpirit, is the bleſſedneſs of ſelf-denial 
and mortification. | | 
No one is to reckon himſelf poor in ſpirit, till he 
not only rejects all inſtances of pride and ſelf- en- 
joyment; but ſeeks and deſires things that are as 
proper to poverty of ſpirit, as food is proper to hun- 
ger, or water to thirſt, For, every ſpirit or tem- 
per, can only be known by the nature of the things 
it covets. Thus if we be high minded, our care 
will be exerciſed about high things : again, if we 
oe lowly in heart, we ſhall — Se. and ſeek 
after things that are lowly. 
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Let a man, therefore, who would deal faithfully 
with himſelf, conſider not only whether he is proud, 
luxurious, indulgent of himſelf, and devoted to the 

leaſures and ſatisfactions of this life; but let him 
conſider whether he be poor in ſpirit; whether the 
things that he ſeeks, the deſigns he has on foot, the 
happineſs he aims at, and the courſe of his life, be 
ſuch as is truly directed by a true poverty of ſpirit. 
And this is that ſelf-denial, holy diſcipline, and 
daily croſs, to which all Chri/tians are called, and to 


which our bleſſed Saviour has promiſed the reward 


of heaven itſelf. 

The doctrine of ſelf-denial is remarkably and 
plainly taught in theſe words, where our Saviour 
ſaith, Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid, an eye for 
an eye, and a twth for a tooth: but, I ſay unto you, thit 
ye refit net evil; but whoſeever will jmite thee on thy 
rioht cheek, turn to him the other alſa: and if auy mau 
will ſue thee at law, and take away thy cat, let him 
have thy cloak alſo and whoſoever ſball compel thee ta 
go with him a mile, go with him twain, Theſe words 
are ſo plain and expreſs, that they need no illuſtra- 
tion, They apply themſelves; and they equally 
belong to all Chriſtians in all ages. And the meek- 
neſs and ſelf-denial, which they enjoin, are highly 
ſuitable to the temper and ſpirit of chriſtianity : to 
a religion, that reſtores ſinners to Gop by ſuffer- 
ings : to ſuch as have 8 all to follow CHRIST: 
to ſuch as are to be dead and cruciſied to the world: 
to ſuch as are to be meek and /awly as CHRIST ; and 
to ſuch who are commanded to lde, and to do all 
good to their moſt violent enemies, and who are 
to love their neighbour, as themſelves. 

We therefore forget the nature of our religion ; 
we miſtake the one great deſign of CHRIST's ſuf- 
ferings; we go out of the road to glory, if we do 
not patiently ſubmit to ſufferings: if we are not 
thankful that we ſuffer * CHRIST, we can't hope 
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to reign with him. Even hereunto are we called to 
ſuffer wrongfully, becauſe CHRIST alſo ſuffered 
wrongfully for us, leaving us an example, that we 
ſhould fellow his fieps. 

Faſting is another branch of Self-denial and mor- 
tification. Chritians are called from a ſtate of dif. 
order, tin and ignorance, to a ſtate of holineſs and 
reſemblance of the divine nature. Therefore, as it 
is neceſſary to be holy, it is neceſſary to avoid every 
thing and way, that tends to corrupt our minds, 
{upport our vanity, increaſe our blindneſs, or nou- 
riſh ſenſuality. And if there are any denials or 
mortifications, that purify and enlighten the foul, 
that leſſen the power of bodily paſſions ; that raiſe 
us to an heavenly affection, and make us taſte and 
reliſh the things that be of Gop; they are as ne- 
ceſſary to be practiſed, as it is neceſſary, in order to 
our falvation, to believe in JESUS CHRIST. 

So that, if there are no indulgencies in eating, 
that do us harm, then fa/{ing is of no uſe : but, if we 
find ſuch indulgencies therein, as enſlave the ſoul, 
and give it a ſenſual taſte ; then we are as much 
_ obliged to abſtain from what does us this harm; as 
we are obliged to pray for any thing that can do 
us good. 

Our Saviour therefore, has placed fafling along 
with ſecret alms, and private prayer, as a common 
duty of all Chriſtians. hen thou prayeſt, faith the 
ſon of GoD, anoint thy head, and waſh thy face, that 
thou appear not unto men that faſt, but to thy father, which 
is in ſecret ; and iy fare, which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 
reward thee openly, Matt. vii. 15. where the ſame in- 
ſtructions, and the fame reaſons being given by our 
ſupreme legiſlature, for fing, as for private alms- 
giving, and for private prayer, namely, that thy fa- 
ther, which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward thee openty ; 
it is manifeſtly put upon the ſame footing, and is 
equally acceptable with Gqgp as private prayer. 


We 
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We are in duty bound to ſupport the life of the 
body: but this duty is ſo to be practiſed, as to 
take care that our eating and drinking does not in- 
jure the health and life of the foul. The diffe- 
rence between the ſame man full and faſting, is al- 


moſt the difference of two perſons : a man, who, 


in the morning, finds himſelf fit for any meditati- 
ons, is, after a ful] meal, changed into another crea- 
ture, and fit only for idle amufements. He has not 
only created a dulneſs in his ſoul, but has per- 
yerted its taſte; ſo as to be pleaſed with a romance 
or an” impertinent hiſtory, when there is no reliſh 
for a book of devotion, that requires leſs attention. 
Becauſe all our tempers and deſires are always 
ſuitable to the ſtate we are in: if we are in a ſtate 
of ſenſual. joy, fecling the happineis of a full fto- 
mach and heated bloed, we reliſh and deſire nothing, 
on ſuch occaſions, but what ſuits that ſtate and tem- 
per. For which reaſon, a man, who has eat as 
long as he could, is entertained with plays, romances, 
and vain diverſions ; but would be lulled aſleep with 
lectures of morality and diſcourſes upon death and 
Judgment to come, 

Therefore, as it is the buſineſs of religion to de- 
liver man from theſe blind laws of fleſh and blood, 
and to give. him a wiſdom and conſtancy, a taſte 
and judgment ſuitable to the reaſon and wiſdom of 
the laws of God : ſo fa/ting, as it is a denial of 
bodily indulgencies; as it diſciplines the body into a 
ſtate of obedience, and contradicts its appetites, is the 
moſt conſtant and univerſal means of procuring liberty 
and freedom of mind. Alt is the love of our body, and 
too. much care of its enjoyments, that makes us too 
ſenſible of its demands, and ſubject to its tempers.— 
Whatever we nouriſh and cheriſh, ſo far gains an 
intereſt in us; and rules us in the ſame degree, that 
it has engaged our affections. Therefore, till reli- 
gion has entered us into a ſtate of ſelf-denial, we 
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live in a ſtate, that ſupports the ſlavery and corrup- 
tion of our nature. For, every indulgence of the 
body in eating and drinking, is adding to its power, 
and making all our ways of thinking ſubſervient 
thereunto.— A man, that makes every day, a day 
of full and chearful meals, that fares ſumptuouſh, 
Jike the rich man in the parable, every day; will by 
degrees forget GoD, and make the happineſs of 
every day depend upon his ſumptuous living, or up- 
on much eating and drinking, and conſider every 
thing with regard to his way of life. —He will go 
to church, or ay at home, as it ſuits with his in- 
ner, and make no ſcruple to ſay, that he generally 
eats too heartily to go to the afternoon ſervice : 
whereby he acknowledges that he has more taſte for 
the preparations of the #tchen, than for the joys and 
comforts of the houſe of Gop. 

Can fuch people think that they are born again of 

God ; that they have the ſpirit of CHRIST; who 
are thus ſubject to the pleaſures of gluttony ? Can 
they be ſaid to treat their bodies as temples of the 
Holy GHosT, who make them unht for the holy 
ſervice of public worſhip ? Can they be ſaid to offer 
their bodies unto GoD, as a reaſonable, holy and 
living ſacrifice ? Can they be ſaid to l GOD with 
all their heart, and all their ſoul, or to have forſaken 
all to follow CHRIST, who will not ſo much as for- 
ſake half a meal for the fake of divine worſhip ? Let 
them who render themſelves indiſpoſed for the pub- 
lic, or private worſhip of Gop, conſider theſe 
things ; and moreover, how oppoſite ſuch a practice 
is to the command, Whether we eat or drink, or what- 
 ſatver we do, Do all to the glory of GoD. 

It may be ſaid, that ing is not an univerſal 
duty; but only a medicine or remedy, neceſſary for 
_ ſome particular caſes and conſtitutions. But then 

it is anſwered. There is a twofold faſting. —One is 
an abſtinence. from. all food for a certain ſpace of 
time, 
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time. But as Vaſling is not any fixed degree of ab- 
ſtinence from all food, which is to be the commen 
meaſure of faſting to al men, in all ſtates, and at 
all times; no more than any particular form of con- 
feflion, of ſuch or ſuch a length, is the preciſe na- 
ture of repentance : therefore faſting, in this ſenſe, 
is not an univerſal and conſtant duty. — But the 
other kind of fa/ting, in which ſenſe it is to be here 
underſtood, is an abſtinence from ſuch food, and 
ſuch pleaſures and degrees of feeding, as are proper 
in every ſtate of life to deſtroy ſenſuality ; to leſſen 
the corruption of nature, and to bring us to a re- 
liſh and taſte of ſpiritual enjoyments : therefore in 
this ſenſe, faſting is as con/fant and univerſal duty as 
repentance. For, as repentance 15 an univerſal oy 
becauſe the reaſon of it is common to all men: lo 
this kind of fa/ng is neceſſary for all men; becauſe + 
ſenſuality, fleſhly luſts, and the corruption of bodi- 
ly tempers, is the univerſal corruption of all man- 
kind.---As it is no fixed degree of ſorrow, that is the 
common repentance of all men: as it is no particu- 
lar ſum of mercy, that is the common charity of 
all men: as it is no fixed form or length, or hour of 
. e. that is the common devotion of all men; 
and yet all theſe are allowed to be conffant and uni- 
verſal duties: ſo faſling may be ſubject to all the 
ra variations, and yet be a corflaut and univerſal 
uty. 
Public faſting, recommended by the church, or 
fixed on certain days by the civil power for natio- 
nal purpoſes, to divert Gop's judgments, or to 
imprecate his mercies and bleſſings, is praiſe wor- 
thy, and has its rea] advantages. But our duty is 
not complete under theſe circumſtances, If we for- 
bear the practice of this duty, till ſome great or 
national occaſion happens again, or think that faſ- 
ting is only proper for ſuch public occaſians, we know 
nothing of the nature of faſting. A man might 
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with as good reaſon ſay, that he ought never to re- 
pen, or pray, but on thoſe public occaſions, as to 
imagine he is obliged to % only on thoſe occa- 
ſions, or at ſuch fixed times. 

For, if we allow any benefit in faſting on thoſe 
particular occaſions: if it adds any thing to our 
piety and devotion: if it makes our repentance and 
ſorrow for ſin more real and affecting: if it calms 
and abates our paſſions, leſſens the power of our 
body, and puts us in a better ſtate of devotion ; than 
when we take our uſual meals, we mult alſo ac- 
knowledge the neceflity of the frequent practice of 
this duty, to affect the ſoul, to aſſiſt our devotions, 
to diſcipline our bodies, to allay our paſſions, to 
raiſe our hearts, to humble ourſelves, not only on 
particular days, appointed by public authority ; but 
in the intermediate time: to put off our Hing till a 
ſtated fixed time ſhall revolve, or be appointed by 
Church or ſtate, would be like ſtaying till then, be- 
fore we repent. 

When the diſciples of CRHRISTH could not caſt the 
evil ſpirit out of a man, that was a lunatic, he not 
only tells them, that it was thro' want af far; 
but alſo gives them an important inſtruction in theſe 
words, Puuleit, this kind goeth not out, but by prayer 
and faſting, Matt. xvii. 21. Which ſcripture ſhews, 
that faſting is not an occaſional thing, adapted only 
to the ſervice of two or three days in the year; 
but that it is a proper way of devotion, or a right 
method of applying to (50D. And if that prayer 
be moſt prevailing, and enters fartheſt into heaven, 
which is attended with faſting, it muſt be confeſſed, 
that faſting is to be a common ordinary part of 
our devotion, Is it powerful enough to caſt out 
devils, and to cure Junaticks ; and ſhall we neglect 
this duty, when we pray againſt. the evil tempers 
and paſhons, which poſſeſs our hearts, and againſt 
the temptations, which diſtract our minds ? Ought 
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we not in this ſtate of ſpiritual combat, to pray for 


0 Gop's grace in the moſt prevailing manner we 
1 can? 

We are convinced of the duty of this part of 
ſe ſelf-denial : let us proceed farther, and we ſhall find 
Ir alſo, that pride, hypocriſy, vanity, hatred and de- 
4d traction, are all diſorderly indulgences, and have 
18 their only cure in ſelf- denial; which is the foun- 
ur dation of every virtue. For virtue is only a mere 
n name, an empty found, till it ſhews itſelf by an 
= abſtinence from all indulgences of the contrary vice. 
ot | 
8, Fr 
o 
on Lord Gop, with whom is mercy and plente- 


ous redemption, I muſt and do here acknow- 


a ledge, to the humbling of my foul, for provoking 
Yy thee; and to the glory of thy compaſſion, in ſpa- 
5 ring me, I acknowledge the great guilt that I have 
contracted, in making proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil 
ie the luſts thereof, ſpending my time, care and pains, 
ot and ſubſtance, to feed the fleſhly luſts, that war 
F againſt my foul ; as if all my felicity lay in pleaſing 
ſe the body, and | had no hope, but in this life, Be 
er merciful, O Gop, I moſt humbly beſeech thee : 
Sz forgive me and heal me, and turn again my cap- 
ly tivity; and ſet me free from the thraldom of my 
fs luſts; give me the ſpirit of ſelf-denial and morti- 
ht hcation, that I may take up the croſs, follow CHRIST, 
cr crucify the fleſh with its luſts, and mortify my mem- 
n, bers, which are upon the earth, and ſo keep under 
d, my body, that my ſoul may be at liberty to pro- 
of ceed in thy holy ways, to thoſe heavenly manſions, 
ut which CHRIST is gone before to provide for them 
ct that believe in him, obey thy commandments, and 
rs ſeek for thy mercy and forgiveneſs in and through 
ſt his name }3sUs CHRIST the righteous, Amen. 
ht 
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NAT. VL 
Of Pokrry and Hol IxEss in ConveR- 
|  SATION, 


S the inviſible operation and aſſiſtance of God's 
holy ſpirit, by which we are diſpoſed towards 
that which is good, and made able to perform it, 
is a fundamental doctrine of chriſtianity, we muſt 
acknowledge the abſclute neceſſity of divine grace; but 
at the ſame time confeſs our ignorance, as to the 
manner how that holy ſpirit of GoD influenceth 
mankind towards what is good, and enables us to 
perform it. | The wind bloweth where it lifleth, and 
thou heare/t the ſound thereof, but cannot tell whence it 
eometh, and whither it goeth : fo is every one that is born 
F Gop, John iii. 8. It is not, therefore, the man- 
ner of the operations of the holy ſpirit, but the - 
folute neceſſuy of this divine aſſiſtance, which we are 
obliged to know and believe; and which we learn 
from many clear texts of ſcripture. 

If any man love me, ſaith CHRIST, he will keep my 
words, and my father will love him, and we will come 
unto him; and make our abide with him, John xiv. 23. 
for our body is the temple of the HoLy GHosT, which 
is in us; except we be reprobates, 2 Cor. xiii. 5 Thus 
we are to invite the ſpirit of Gop to dwell in us; 
and to prepare ourſelves for the abode of this divine 
gueſt, by loving CHR1sT, and keeping his com- 
mandments; and we alſo are taught, that where 
this indwelling of the ſpirit is net found, that ſoul 
is in a reprobate ſtate ; and that the ſpirit of Gob 
does not equally viſit all perſons in all ways of lite, 
but that we muſt prepare ourſelves for his pre. 
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How this is to be performed we are farther taught 
in that paſſage where it is written, GoD re//teth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Which ex- 
plains the method of divine grace, with regard to 
the late and temper of perſons ; ſhewing that there 
are ſome diſpoſitions, which ſeperate us from the ſpirit 
of Gon, and others, which procure a larger ſhare 
of his gifts and graces ; particularly that pride ex- 
tinguiſheth the divine light; deprives us of Gop's 
ſpirit, and leaves us to fink under the corruption 
and weight of nature; and that humility qualifies 
and prepares us for larger degrees of divine grace, 
ſuch as may purify and perfect our ſouls in all man- 
ner of holineſs, 

Therefore all inſtances of pride are to be avoid- 
ed: all forts of humility are to be practiſed, as a 
neceſſary preparation for divine grace, that we may 
be fit temples for the HoLy GHosT to dwelt in. 

Now ſeeing that we are none of CHR1sT's, but 
reprobates, if the ſpirit of CHRIST be not in us: 
ſeeing we are only ſo far chriſtians, as we are re- 
newed by the HoLy GHosT : nothing can be more 
neceſſary to true piety, than that we form every 
part of our lives, with regard to this holy ſpirit ; 
ſo as to conſider all our tempers, pleaſures, cares, 
deſigns and ways of life, whether they be ſuitable 
to his wiſdom and heavenly guidance : for, they 
only are the ſons of GoD, who are led by the ſpirit of 
(70D : but none can be ſaid to be led by the ſpirit 
of GoD, whoſe actions, cares and pleaſures, hopes 
and fears, are not guided by the motions of the 
HoLy GHosT. | 

So that we muſt not vainly deceive ourſelves in 
ſaying, where is the harm of ſuch indulgences, or 
ſuch vanities, or idle amuſements but we muſt con- 
ſider whether they are ſuch, as are conformable to 
2 life, that is to be directed by the HoLy Grosr ? 
whether they will ;zvite his aſſiſtance? and cage 
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he will delight to dwell in a body thus prepared. 
Deſigns and diverſions may not be ſinful in their na- 
ture: but if they are vain and fooliſh, they are very 
unſuitable to the ſtate and condition of a Chri/tian, 
A life of folly and vanity, and trifling deſigns, is 
no more living by the ſpirit of Gop, than a life of 
groſs fin is keeping the commandments. The fpirit 
of our religion 1s to be the ſpirit of our lives, the 
conſtant principle of all our tempers and indlinati- 
ons; for we are called by Gop to a ſtate of purity 
and holineſs, to act by the motions of the holy ſpi- 
rit, and to make no other uſe of ourſelves, or of 
the world we arc in, than ſuch as is conformable to 
that dignity of life and ſtate of glory, to which we 
are called in CHRIS jE$Us. 

Hence it is evident, that the renewal of our hearts 
by the ſpirit of Gop, conſiſts in new thoughts and 
new deſires; in filling our minds with great and ſub- 
lime truths, and in giving us deſires and inclinati- 
ons hapes and fears, cares and pleaſures, ſuitable 
to them. Wie muſt, therefore, practice an univer- 
fal ſelf-demal : becauſe the ſpirit of the world, and 
the ſpirit of our corrupt and unbelieving hearts, 15 
in a ſtate of contradiction. to this ſpirit and wiſdom, 
which is from above. We muſt practiſe all that 
ſelfedenial, temperance, atjlinence, care and watchfil- 
neſs, which can any ways fit and prepare our minds 
to hear and receive, to comprehend and reliſh the 
inſtructions and doctrine, which come from the ſpi- 
rit of God. 

Seeing this change of the heart and newneſs cf 
liſeis abſolutely neceſſary; we muſt fear and avoid all 
irregularity of ſpirit, every unreaſonable temper ; 
becaule it affects us in the feat of life, hurts us in 
our principal part, and makes us /es capable of the 
graces, and 4% obedient to the motions of Gop's 
holy ſpirit. We mult labour after a ſtate of peace, 
ſatisſaction and thankfulneſs, free from the fo!ly 
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| 
| 
[ 


d. of vain hopes, idle fears, and falſe anxieties: thus | 

* our ſouls will be diſpoſed to feel the joys, to re- 

* joice in the comforts, and to advance in the graces 

A, of the HoLy GrosrT. 

ID Our converſation muſt be conformable to that in- | 
of ſtruction, Let no corrupt communication proceed out f | t 
it your mouth ¶ for out of the abundance of the heart the | 


1e mouth ſpeaketh] but that which is good to the uſe of edi- 


Y * & > 


- Hing, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers, and | 
ty grieve not the holy ſpirit of GoD, whereby you are ſeal- [| 
i- ed unto the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 29. This ſcrip- * 
of ture ſhews, that we Chriſtians are to govern our- | 4 
tO ſelves by a conformity to the ſpirit of Gop : that we 9 
re are not only to deny ourſelves vain and fooliſh ac- | | 
tions, but alſo idle and unedifying diſcourſe, and to 5 
ts conduct ourſelves in all our behaviour with ſuch a * 
d ſpirit of wiſdom and purity, as may make the HoLy | , 
b GHosT delight to dwell in us. | | 1 
1- „ Some perſons, ſays a pious divine, ſeem to | 
le „ know ſo little of religion, that they confine it to | | 
44 c acts of devotion, and public occaſions of divine 1 
id « worſhip: they do not conſider, that it conſiſts | 
15 in a new heart and a new ſpirit, and that acts of bl 
n, « devotion, prayer and preaching, watchings, faſ- 1 
at ee tings and ſacraments, are only to fill us with this 
" e new heart and ſpirit, and make it the common 
ds e conftant ſpirit of our lives every day, and in 
ne « every place.” A man may be religious who is 
U regular at public worſhip; but he can't be of a religi- 
ous ſpirit, till this ſpirit {hall be religious at all times 
of and in all places; till he lives and breathes by it, 
all and thinks, ſpeaks and acts according to its mo- 
5 tions. | 
in He only is the religious man, who watches and 
he guards his ſpirit, and endeavours to be always in 
Y's the temper of religion ; who worſhips God in every 
e, place, by a purity of behaviour; who is as fearful 
ly of fooliſh thoughts, irregular tempers, and vain 
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imaginations at one time, as at another; who is 
as wiſe and heavenly at home, or in the city, or in 


the field, as in the houſe of Gop. For, when 
once religion has got poſſeſſion of a man's heart, 
and is become, as it ought to be, his ruling tem- 
per; it is as agreeable to ſuch a one at all times, 
and in all places, to ſpeak and act according to its 
directions; as it is agreeable to an ambitious, or a 
proud man to act according to the motions of am- 
bition and pride. Therefore, if we are not reli- 
gious in our converſation and common temper, we 
are not religious in our hearts: we only have a fer- 
mal religion at certain times and places; and are 
not of a religious ſpirit. 

As we are not of a religious ſpirit, till it becomes 
the ſpirit of our lives, and orders our converſation ; 
ſo we mult carefully obſerve, that if our converſa- 
tion be vain and fooliſh, it, by grieving the ſpirit, 
keeps us in a ſtate incapable of religion, For, as 
we can do nothing of ourſelves, nor without the 
ſpirit of Gop, it being our breath, our life, our 
light and our ſtrength : fo if we live in ſuch a 
way, as grieves and removes this holy ſpirit from us, 
we are as branches broke off from the tree, and 
muſt periſh in the deadneſs and corruption of na- 
ture. Therefore, let this prevail with us to judge 
rightly of the fin and danger of vain, unedifying and 
corrupt communication: it is not the fin of zdleneſs 
or negligence it is not the fin of a pardonable infir- 
rity : it is not a little miſtake in ſpiritual wiſdom 
but it is a ſin, that ſtands between us and the tree 
of life; and, as it grieves and ſeperates the holy 
ſpirit from us, it oppoſes our whole happineſs. 

We are allo to deny ourſelves the uſe and enter- 
tainment of corrupt, impertinent and unediſying books. 
For, if vain and idle words are not to proceed out 
of our mouths, we muſt be under the ſame neceſ- 


fity of not letting them enter into our hearts. he 
1 books 
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books, which moſtly corrupt the heart, and fill it 
with a ſpirit of folly are romances, plays, books of wit 
and humgur, and other poetical productions. And 
tho' the way of the world may countenance and al- 
low ſuch ſorts of entertainment : yet this is no 
rule or ſecurity for our conduct; becauſe we are 
no more to make the ſpirit of the world our guide; 
than we are to make the riches of the world our 
happineſs. 

If it be aſked, where is the harm or ſin of read- 
ing ſuch books of ribaldry and prophaneſs, which fill 
the mind with extravagant thoughts, lewd intrigues, 
vain fictions, wanton ideas, and impure deſcripti- 
ons; it may with as much propriety be aſked, 
where is the fin of ſwearing and hing; for it is a 
fin not only againſt this or that particular text; but 
againſt the whole nature and ſpirit of chriſtianity. If 
evil, unedifying communication be forbidden in 
ſcripture z3 becauſe it grieves the ſpirit of Gop: 
then ſurely the reading and attending to ſuch books 
muſt be alſo forbidden, for the ſame reaſon. For, 
the wild rant, prophane ſpeeches, filthy jeſts and 
impure paſſions, which abound in ſuch writings, are 
an evil communication in the higheſt degree ; and 
muſt, therefore, highly grieve and ſeperate the holy 
ſpirit from us. The doctrines of the ſcriptures are 
the only rule by which Chri/tians are to live, and 
the rule, by which mankind ſhall hereafter be judg- 
ed. Now if we will allow ourſclves in the reading 
prophane, impure and impertinent books, which have 
every thing in them that can pervert our under- 
ſtandings and corrupt our hearts, it muſt be granted, 
that we act as contrary to ſcripture, which forbids 
all unediſying diſcourſe, as if we indulged and pleaſed 
ourſelyes with malice and revenge. 

If it be alledged by way of excuſe, that any 
one reads ſuch books only by way of amuſement, 
and to divert their ſpirit, Let ſuch a one Gs 
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the weakneſs of this excuſe, which amounts to this; 
a liberty to entertain the mind with evil thoughts; 
to read, reliſh and digeſt the lewdneſs, prophaneſ; 

and impurity of thoſe books : without a ſerious de- 
ſign of making himſelf lewd, prophane and im- 
pure, but only, as in jeſt, and to reap a little plea. 
fure from them : for this is as much as to allow, 
that a man, who now and then gets drunk, fevears and 
rants, commits no fin by ſo doing, becauſe he is for 
the moſt part very ſober; and that even when he 
runs into that exceſs of intemperance, it 1s not 
thro” any deſire or liking of the fin of drunkenneſs, 
but only as it were in jeſt, and thro' the mere gaiety 
of his ſpirits, which no body can admit to be a rea- 
ſonable excuſe. 

Neither is it any excuſe to alledge, that any one 
reads theſe books only now and then, to divert the 
ſpirits; but that he moſtly reads good books, For 
this carries its own conviction. For, here it is ac- 
knowledged that plays, romances, &c. are vain and 
corrupting, and naturally produce effects contrary 
to good books. But, what admits of no excule is, 
that a Chriſtian cannot allot any proper time for him 
to read and meditate upon lewd, prophane and 
impure books. There is a proper time for every 
thing that is lawful to be done. But if we examine 
into the different times or ſtates of our minds, we 
can't find a time for ſuch bad purpoſes. 

The time for reading, or hearing, or meditating 
upon theſe books can't be when our hearts are liſt— 
ed up to Gop; when we feel the ſpirit operating 
together with our ſpirit, and when we enjoy that 
peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding. Neither 


can it be the time, when either thro” neglect of duty, 
remorſe of conſcience, worldly vexations, bodily 
tempers, or the abſence of the divine ſpirit, we fin 
into dejection and dulneſs, grow burthenſome t 


ourſelves, and can hardly think of any thing oy 
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ſatisfaction: for according to ſound reaſon, ſuch a 
time is the moſt improper for lewd, prophane, im- 
pure, or even trifling entertainments. Becauſe if 
there be any time more proper than another to think 
upon Gop, and to exerciſe religion, it is when the 
ſoul is heavy and dejected. It is not more the ſole 
property of light to diſpel darkneſs, than it is the 
ſole property of religion to relieve all uneafineſs. 
Therefore, ſays the apoſtle, /s any one fick let him 
pray. Which is not only good advice how to em- 
ploy our time under affliction ; but it is a ſtrict com- 
mand, that leaves us no choice of doing any thing 
inſtead of it. It is as abſolute a command, as if he 
had ſaid, Hath any one ſinned, let him repent. For an 


application to GoD, is as much the one thing to be 


done in the time of trouble, as repentance is the 
one thing to be done in the time of fin, Our bleſ- 
ſed JESUS hath alſo ſettled this point, where we are 
to find relief in time of trouble. Be of good comfort, 
ſays he, I have overcome the world. He, therefore, 
who wants comfort, and ſeeks it in any thing elle, 
but in the redemption wrought by CHRIST in his 
conqueſt over the world, is no more a real chriſtian, 
than the perſon, that does not believe in CHRIST 
our Saviour. | 
It is a vain imaginaticn to think we have ſpare 
time, For there is no time, for which we are not 
accountable to GoD ; who has left no time at our 
own diſpoſal, to be ſacrificed to the indulgence of 
vain tempers, and the corruption of the heart. A 
Chri/tian has no ſpare time; except it be from this 
or that labour or neceſſity: he may abate, or change 
any particular godly exerciſe; he may leave off 
this or that way of life ; he may take this or that 
refreſhment : he has all theſe ſpare times from patti- 
cular actions; but he has no ſpare time, that releaſes 
him from the laws of chriſtianity, or that leaves him 
at liberty not to act by the principles of religion and 
* . ue 
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piety. So that, tho? there is a ſpare time to recreate 
and refreſh ourſelves, that time muſt be governed 
by the ſame principles of religious wiſdom, as the 
time that is ſpent in cares and labours. For, our 
recreations and pleaſures are only lawful, ſo far as 
they are directed by ſuch wiſdom and piety, as is to 
direct us in other parts of our worldly conduct. 
Therefore, if providence has placed any one above 
the neceſſity of labouring for a livelihood, he muſt 
not imagine, that he has ſo much ſpare time to 
ſpend, in ſuch a manner as he pleaſeth, but that he 
is called as certainly to ſome other exerciſe or labour, 
as others are called to labour for their bread, They 
that are doomed to hard labour and ſlavery, have it 
not in their power to chuſe any other way of lite; 
and therefore their labour becomes an acceptable 
ſervice to Gop, becauſe it is ſuch as their ſtate re- 
quires. But they, who have no incumbrances of 
life to prevent their doing the 5% things, and are at 
liberty to chuſe the be/? ways of life; to ſtudy all the 
arts of ſelf-improvement ; to practiſe all the ways of 
doing good; and to ſpend their time in all the no- 
bleſt inſtances of piety, charity, humility and de- 
votion; muſt take care not to abuſe the goodneſs of 
Gop, by miſapplying the leiſure and worldly hap- 
pineſs beſtowed upon them ; but that they employ 
their ſpare time in the beſt ways that they can find; 
that whilſt others are oppreſſed with burthens, and 
worn out in ſlavery, they have time and leiſure, 
and retirement, to think and meditate upon the 
greateſt and beſt things, to enlighten the mind, to 
correct the diſorders of the heart, to ſtudy the laws 
of Gor, to contemplate the wonders of his pro- 
- vidence, to diſcover the, vanity and folly of the 
world, and to. comfort and delight the ſoul, with 
thoſe great and glorious things, which Gop has 
prepared for thoſe, that love him.— This wy 
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happineſs of being free from labour and want; 
not to have ſpare time to ſquander away in vanity 
and zmpertinence ; but to have ſpare time to ſpend in 
the ſtudy of wiſdom, in the exerciſe of faith and 
devotion, in the practice of piety, in all the ways and 
means of _ good, and exalting our ſouls to a 
ſtate of evangelical perfection; in which duties it 
is the grand intention of this book to aſſiſt the de- 
yout and pious reader, 
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Directions and Pꝛapers for Morning. 


DIRECTIONS. 


EING thoroughly awake, endeavour to keep your mind 
clear of worldly thoughts, till you have preſented unto 
the Lord the firſt fruits of your lips, and your heart, in the 
following manner. 

EJACULATIONS. 


LN. when I awake, I am preſent with thee. 

Bleſſed be the name of the Lord of all mercies, 

who has brought me ſafe to the beginning of this day. 
J will rejoice and be glad therein, and walk in the 


ways of his commandments. 


DIRECTIONS. 


When you have quitted your bed, and are putting on yaur cloaths, 
remember that wwe came not into this world to do our owe 


will, but the will of our heavenly father : ſo neither are 

wwe to dreſs ourſelves for any other end, than Gon hath _ 

appointed our cloathing, which _ modeſty and health, _ -**\ 

aud to preſerve reſpect to theſe in high rant; and while you” 

are/s, ſay this | 2 
EJACULATION, 


O Go p, my creator, clothe me with humility: 
gird my loins with truth: give me the breaſt- 
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late of righteouſneſs : ſhoe me with the preparation 
of the goſpel of peace : defend me with the ſhield of 
faith: crown my head with the helmet of ſalvation, 
and protect me with the whole armour of God, and 
the ſword of the Spirit; which is the word of Gop; 
that I may be able to withſtand the evils of this day, 
and, having done all, to ſtand, Eph. vi. 13—17. 


Then kneel down, and ſay, 


O MVaſt gracious GoD, afſiſt me with thy grace, in all 
my ſupplications and prayers, and diſpoſe my words 
and actions totuards the attainment of everlaſting ſalvation; 
that amongſt all the changes, chances and temptations of this 
mortal life, I may ever be defended by thy moſt gracious 
and ready help, thre JESUS CHRIST my Lord and Sa- 
our. Amen. ; 
__ DiRECT1oNs. 
Being drefſed and waſhed, and if you be ſingle, retire to ſome 
private place, and with great humility lift up your heart 15 
 Gop in prayer: for we ought no more to forget our daily 
devotion, than our daily $7 And if you have "a fa- 
mily, call them together, and by prayer commend your on 
and their affairs to the bleſſing of that Gop, whoſe care i; 
over all his creatures; and without whoſe bleſſing wwe can 


do no manner of good. 


Morning Prayer for @ private or ſingle Perſon, 


O Holy, blefled, and glorious Trinity, three Per- 
ſons and one Gop: have mercy upon me a mi- 


ſerable ſinner. 
My voice ſhalt thou hear betimes, O Lord, early 


in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, 
and look up. 

O hearken thou unto the voice of my calling, my 
King, and my Gon; for unto thee will I make my 


prayer. 


O Lord our heavenly Father, almighty and ever- 


laſting Gop, who haſt ſafely brought me to the 
f | begin- 
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beginning of this day; defend me in the ſame with 
thy mighty power; and grant that this day I fall 
into no fin, neither run into any kind of danger; but 
that all my doings may be ordered by thy governance 
to do always that which is righteous in thy ſight, 
thro' Jesus CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, who knoweft 

my down-lying and up- tiſing, and art acquainted 
with all my ways: thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity with approbation : it is of thy infinite 
mercy, that inſtead of praying unto thee, — praiſing 
of thee, I am not blaſpheming thy name in endleſs 


torments. For I am of the degenerated poſterity of 
our firſt parents, and have my broken thy laws and 


commandments, which are all holy, juſt and good. 
O remember not againſt me what I have done againſt 
thee, but what thy Son hath done and ſuffered for 
me, and accept of me in him tv the praiſe of thy 
grace. Work a thorough change in my whole ſoul ; 
enlighten my dark underſtanding, that I may ſaving- 
ly know thee ; ſpiritualize my affections, that I may 
love thee; bow and-incline my will wholly to ſubmit 


unto thee; reform my life, that I may ſerve thee, 


and be ſaved by thee. Cleanſe me from my ſecret: 
fins, and let no preſumptuous fins have dominion 
over me, Wean me from the world ; let my heart, 
my treaſure, my converſation be in heaven. Turn 
away mine eyes from beholding vanity. Set a watch, 
O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my 
lips, that I offend not with my tongue: let me de- 
light in that which is good, eſchew and abhor that 
which is evil ; ſet me always before thee, that I may 
not dare to fin againſt thee. Make me peaceable 
and contented in myſelf, uſeful and beneficial to 
others, well-pleaſing and acceptable unto thee, Mind 
me frequently of my * end; while I live let a0 
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live unto thee, when I die let me die unto thee, 
living and dying let me bethine; thro' IEsus CHRIST. 
Amen. | | 


The INTERCESSION. 


E very merciful to all mankind, eſpecially thoſe 

that are called Chriſtians : inlarge and bleſs thy 
holy catholic church with more abundant peace, 
purity, and concord. Pardon the crying fins of theſe 
three nations; Jet us ſearch and try our ways, and 
turn unto thee our GoD ; make us a people peculiar 
to thyſelf, zealous in faith, and of good works. Bleſs 
our — with all our magiſtrates and miniſters; 
let them diſcharge their duty as thoſe that muſt give 
an account. Be with me this day, and all my days; 
where- ever I am, and whatſoever I am doing, let 
me awfully remember, that Gop made me, Gop 
preſerves me, Gop redeemed me, God ſees me, and 
Gop will judge me. Never leave me nor forſake 
me. Guide and direct me by thy counſel ; aſſiſt me 
by thy Holy Spirit; proſper me in all my ways, and 
at laſt receive me unto glory, thro' JesUs CHRIST, 


in whoſe holy name and words I further pray. - Our 
Father, &c. 


The concluding PRAYER. 


THE Lord fulfil the deſires and petitions of thy 


ſervant, as may be moſt expedient for me ; the 
Lord bleſs and keep me, the Lord lift up the light 
of his countenance upon me, and give me peace, 
both now and ever. Amen. 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


O Gon, everlaſting father, creator and preſerver 

of all mankind, whoſe merey is over all thy 
works, and of whoſe bleſſings and mercies there is 
no end; we thy moſt humble ſervants proſtrate be- 


fore thee, want words to expreſs our thanks and 
praile 
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praiſe for the leaſt of thy benefits beſtowed upon us; 
nor durſt we preſume to approach thy divine majeſty 
with words of human invention, had not thy dear 
Son aſſured us that our prayers in his name would be 
acceptable in thy ſight ; we therefore truly ſenſible of 
our own infirmities and unworthineſs, praiſe thee for 
breathing into us immortal ſpirits, and advancing us 
to a pitch of being, which makes us capable of look- 
ing up to thee the great author of it; by which we 
obtain the high privilege of acknowledging the boun- 
ty we experience; of prailing, loving, and reſem- 
bling thy wiſdom and goodneſs, O bright original of 
all perfection] Never can we ſufficiently admire the 
unſearchable riches of that love which gave the bleſſed 
Jesus to die for ſins not his own. In him thy grace 
hath ſo exceedingly abounded, as not only to ſurpaſs 
our deſerts, but to be utterly incommenſurate to the 
wideſt graſp of humane defire. And therefore above 
all, we bleſs thee for the gracious declaration of thy 
good will made to us in our Saviour; by whom thou 
inviteſt the return of ſinners, and directeſt them in 
the way of life, We thank thee moſt gracious fa- 
ther, that we clearly perceive the way to happineſs in 
his doctrine and example; and are furniſhed with 
means to attain it by the Spirit he hath hed abroad in 
our hearts, For his fake alone we hope for a favour- 
able acceptance of theſe our addreſſes; as well 
knowing that nothing under infinite goodneſs would 
vouchſafe any regard to what is done by unprofitable 
ſervants ; much leſs to us, of all others the moſt un- 
profitable, the moſt unworthy. 

For we are aſhamed, O Gon, to reſlect upon our 
great forgetfulneſs of theſe things, and our ingrati- 
tude to thee, to whom is owing all we enjoy in this 
world, or can wiſh for in a better. Our hope 


Atandeth only in thy compaſſions, procured by the 


interceſſion of our Saviour JEsUs CHRIST. And 
accordingly under the covert of his merits, we 
83 | humbly 
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humbly approach thee, imploring thy tender mercics 
in the forgiveneſs of our fins. We are truly ſorrow- 
ful that we ſhould ever incur the guilt of a breach of 
Jaws that are holy, juſt and good, and which in all re- 
ſpects it is our intereſt as well as duty to keep in- 
violable. Accept our ſorrow, and pardon our mani- 
fold neglects and omiſſions ; our ſlight and careleſs 
performance of the duties of religion without a due 
attention of mind, | 

Forgive our not having always ſerved thee with 
a perfectly reaſonable ſervice, but often out of faſhion 
or cuſtom: without that purity of intention, ſincerity 
of heart ; that fervency of ſpirit; that zeal for thy v 
glory; that care, and diligence, and conſtancy which 0 
we ought, and which our words pretended. Paſs by t 
all offences committed through ignorance or weak- v 
neſs; all ſins of incurſion or ſurpriſe; all irregular, - 
inordinate deſires and affections; but eſpecially our 
known and choſen tranſgreſſions; for JESUS CHRIST 
his ſake. We utterly renounce them all, and what- 
ſoever is contrary to thy will; and we devote our- 
ſelves to the obedience thereof, Accept, O moſt 
merciful father, of the renewed dedication we make 
of our whole man, body, foul, and ſpirit unto thee. 
Favour theſe our holy purpoſes by thy grace, and 
aſſiſt us in the recovery of ſuch a lively image of thee 
our Gop in all righteouſneſs, mercy, and faithful- 
neſs, that we may know thy love abideth in us. 
O that Jesvs, the hope of glory, may be formed in 
us in all humility, meekneſs, charity, patience, and 
the abſolute ſurrender of ourſelves to thy good plea- 
ſure! O that the life we lead in the leſh may be 
that of him, who went about doing god! Do thou, 
O Lord, keep it ever in the purpoſe of our hearts to 
pleaſe thee for the future, and keep thy command-@ i $ 
ments always for our good. Write them in our 
minds, and put thy fear in our inward parts, that 


we never again fall from thee. Teach us, we be- 
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ſeech thee, ſeriouſly to conſider, that we came into this 


world, not to do our own will, but the will of him that 


ent us : that we are no farther Chriſtians, than as we 

give all diligence to perform our maſter's will, and 
ſincerely obey that goſpel we pretend to believe. 
Teach us duly to conſider what the ſpecial nature, 
employment, and ſatisfaction of reaſonable agents is; 
and affect us deeply with the important detign for 
which we live; that ſo, always looking upon our 
life as a ſtate of prebation, we may readily transfer 
all expectations of tru. ſatisfaCtian to that which is 
to come. We allo praiſe thee, as for the ſacrifice of 
CHRIST, ſo alſo for the deſcent of the HoLy GHrosT, 
which enabled the apoſtles to preach the glad tidings 
of ſalvation throughout the world; and to tranſmit 
to us of theſe latter ages, in ſafety and purity, thy 
word, the great charter of eternal life: the guide 
and comforter of our pilgrimage. 

And, bleſſed be thy name that thou haſt trained 
us up in thy true religion, and made us members of 
that holy church which is knit together and enlivened 
by thy inſpiration, O bleſſed Spirit and Power of the 


moſt high Gop: that thou haſt given us opportu- 


nity to know that love of thine which paſſeth know- 
ledge that we have been touched with the folly and 
miſery of our ſins: and that we have made — 

reſolutions of conforming ourſelves to thy laws for 
the time to come. Awaken our minds, we pray thee, 
to frequent and ſerious reflections upon theſe. very 
diſtinguiſhing favours; and keep alive ſuch a power- 
ful ſenſe in us of thy preſence and the love of 
CHR1sT ; that we may fear, and truſt in, and chear- 
fully obey thee : ſtudy thy approbation chiefly, and 
account it for happineſs and perfection to be like unto 
thy bleſſed ſelf. To this end let thy Spirit bear us 
up continually above all temptation by the vigour of 
our faith, the powers of love, and holy hope; that 
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no appetite of pleaſure, no deſire of falſe glory, may 
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be ſo far indulged, as thereby to youu ſtrength to 
withdraw us from our allegiance. Help us to be diſ- 
creet in ordering our affairs : uſeful in every ſtate 


and relation: obſervant of thy fatherly providence 


in what befals us; and ever prepared, ever willing 
to die, when, and as to thee ſhall ſeem good. Make 
us highly ſenſible of the frailty, ſhortneſs, and uncer- 
tainty of this life, and the importance of that which 
is immortal. Make us, under theſe impreſſions care- 
ful ſo to lead our lives, as we now clearly perceive 
we ought, and as we ſhall earneſtly wiſh we had done, 
when we come to die; that this conſideration may 
diſpoſe us to make haſte, and not delay to keep thy command- 
ments; nor any longer put off that great work, which 
can never too ſoon be undertaken. O let the re- 
membrance of our putting off this earthly tabernacle 
at no time forſake our ſpirit: never ceaſe to in- 
fluence our actions; and grant, that when we ſhall 
be gathered to our fathers, we inay be found in per- 
fect reconciliation with thy nature and will, and may 
be able to lift up our heads with joy before thee, 
O Gon, of the ſpirits of all fleſh ; well knowing 
that our redemption from fin and miſery is fulfilled ; 
and that we ſhall be for ever and ever, world without 
end, partakers of the manifeſtations of thy glory in 
beatitude incffable, inconceivable. 

And, that we may always approach thee with de- 
light, be thou Lord our helper. Let us feel it the 
joy of our hearts to think of thee, praiſe, adore, and 
give thanks unto thee. Fix in our ſouls an habitual, 
pure intention of thy glory in whatever we do. 
Give us to ſubmit willingly to thy viſitations, as the 
remedy of our fouls,. and the diſcipline of a bene- 
factor. 

And now that thou haſt pleaſed to bring us ſafely 
to the beginning of this day, for which alſo we laud 
and magnify thy goodneſs: vouchſafe, O Lord, to 
continue the blefling by the defence of thine al- 
mighty 
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mighty power ; and grant, that neither the example, 
or ſolicitations of the wicked, nor the diſtraction of 
our own affairs, nor the allurements of ſinful deſire, 
may either retard our ſpiritual progreſs, or draw us 
into the commiſſion of fin. Keep us all, O thou 
preſerver of men, this day, under a laſting conviction 


of thine univerſal knowledge. Let this truth dwell 


in our mind; that thou, our king and our God, art 
ever intimately and immediately preſent with us; 
that darkneſs and retirement are no covering from 
thy ſight; that thou never ceaſeſt day or night to 
behold our actions; that the leaſt, and moſt incon- 
ſiderable of them is not hid from thine all-ſeeing eye; 
that thou hearkneſt to the ſecret whiſpers of our 
heart ; that thou noteſt in thy book of remembrance 
our words and deeds, omiſſions and purpoſes; even 
thoſe that expired in meer intention, and wilt for 
them bring us into judgment. O may the iſſues of 
the day of recompence, the day that is coming 
upon all fleſh, be ever ſounding in our ears, and 
alarming our ſecurity and negligence ; may the ex- 
pectation of it keep us upright in heart and mind; 


render our whole converſation temperate, and make 


us diligent to embrace all opportunities of doing 
good. We intreat thy bleſſing upon us in the work 
thy providence hath aſſigned; grant that we may ſo 
behave ourſelves therein, that we bring not upon us 
at night the remembrance of an evil conſcience. 


The INTER CESSION. 
B LESS, preſerve, and defend the holy catholic 


church: and, in great mercy to the church of 
theſe nations, bleſs our Sovereign Lord King George : 
Our gracious Queen Charlotte: his Royal Highneſs 
George Prince of Males the Princeſs Dowager of 
ales, and all the Royal family. Give unto the 
King, health, long life, and proſperity. Bleſs him 
in his officers of ſtate and juſtice; and grant to 
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every of them a public ſpirit ; that without too 
quick a ſenſe of their own intereſt, or that of the 
party they eſpouſe, they may well diſcharge the ſe- 
veral truſts repoſed in them, to thy glory, and the 
good of thy people, 

Pour thy bleſſing upon our ſpiritual paſtors, and 
ſucceed their labours. Give us all grace to follow 
their admonitions, and to eſteem them highly for 
their works ſake. Remove out of the church all 
Corruption, offence, and diviſions, all tyranny and 
uſurpation over the conſciences of men ; that thoſe 
who profeſs the ſame faith, may treat each other as 
heirs of the ſame ſalvation. Bleſs our brethren of 
the Reformed churches, and thoſe alſo who unhap- 
Pily ſeparate from us; however diſtant and irrecon- 
<lleable our opinions and external communion may 
be, yet do thou, the Go p of peace and order, unite 
us in the bond of charity and holineſs. | 
* Bleſs, O Lord, we pray thee of thy goodneſs, all 
univerſities, thoſe of this land eſpecially. Preſerve 
in all the members of thoſe bodies a teachable tem- 
per, and minds always open to evidence, from what 
quarter ſoever it may happen to come. Let no man's 
reverence make them to fall. Keep them unwearied 
in the purſuit and improvement of ſcience, and grant 
they may neither be raſh to admit or propagate er- 
Tor; carnal, to diſſemble their convictions, or to 
Hold the truth in unrightcouſneſs. Aſſiſt their endea- 
vours to put a ſtop to that ſpirit of deiſm, fatality, 
falſe worſhip and ſuperſtition, immorality and pro- 
faneneſs: to that hypocriſy and form of godlineſs, 
without the power thereof, which is gone out among 
us on whom thy name is called. Be pleaſed to pity 
thoſe, who pity not themſelves: to give unrepenting, 
ignorant, careleſs and qgbſtinate ſinners, a proſpect of 
their danger, Let Iſrael according to the fleſh ac- 
knowledge him whom they have pierced ; and Jet 
the fulneſs of the gentiles glorify thee. Be m_ 
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ful, O God, the Gop of all conſolation, to thoſe 


who are in diſtreſs; to whom the adverſary ſuggeſts 


deſpair ; to thoſe who labour under poverty, ſick- 
neſs, captivity, perſecution. Sanctify their ſeveral 
afflictions to them; affording them what thou knoweſt 
the moſt effectual to promote their temporal or ſpiri- 
tual welfare. Increaſe their faith and virtue here ta 
the enlargement of their happineſs hereafter. 

Extend thy goodneſs to all our friends, benefactors, 
and all thoſe concerned in our education or ſpiritual 
attainments; recompence to them all their kindneſs 
to us an hundred- fold. Grant they may in this 
manner lift up their fouls to thee, and teach thoſe 
who come after them to love, honour, and obey thee, 
And grant us a portion in all the good prayers, ei- 
ther by them, or any others offered up in our be- 
half; and make both them and us partakers of the 
interceſſion of thy beloved Son, and the groans of the 
Holy Spirit. Pardon all our enemies and turn their 
hearts, and help us to overcome their evil with 
good. = * 

O Lord our governor, we beſeech thee, for IJE- 


sus CHRIST his fake, favourably to look upon theſe 


holy deſires, wherewith our ſouls under the preſſure 

of this mortal body, afpire towards thee : accept, 

encourage, and preſerve them ; make them reſtleſs 

and importunate, till they ſhall receive their final 

pr ny rp in the regions of eternal bliſs, 
men, 


DIRECTIONS. 


Ther, if time will permit, read and meditate upon ſome portion 
of ſcripture: and in doing this, take care not to confine your 


reading to the moral duties contained in the ſacred books ; 


becaule ſuch a partiality may induce a ſufpofition that the 

chriſtian does enough, when by his own ſtrength he endea- 

ewours to live up to the ſame.—This, GoD Fnows, is tog 

auuch the miſtake of many, 8 ſacere chriſtians, = 
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Hat contributed tos much to leſſen the great end, and is a 
dangerous method of reading the word of Gop ; by which 
wwe are taught, that the way to ETERNAL LIFE ts thro" 
FAITH in CHRIST alone, Whereas, the reader, who 18 
content with the moral parts of ſcripture, or riſks his ſal- 
vation on any paſſages, that treat only of moral duties, 
can never hope to gain a true inſight into the fall of man, 
and his redemption by Jesus CHRIST. For, as ſuch a 
one can attain to no more than a ſlight knowledge of the va- 
rrous diſeaſes of a man's ſoul ; it can't be ſuppoſed, he will 
ever imbibe any regard for Ix sus ChRIST, the great phy- 
fican of the ſoul, and reflorer of nature. He is apt to think 
tbat a little good education and converſation is all required 
#0 form @ good man. The whole of his religion is adapted 
40 the faſhion of the world: and as he ſquares his action, 
by a ſet of ſhining moralities, and refrains from the groſs 
and wifible pollutions of the world ; fo he will be apt 10 
raiſe his own eſteem on the wileneſs of thoſe, who openly 


aballodo in the mire of corruption. Ihe only remedy for this 


miflake, is to confider that the ſcripture was given to 
man, not ſo much to make us externally good and ſober, 
. *vhich might be done by the aww delivered by Moſes ; but 
to make us BELIEVE, that JIEsus is the ChRIST the Son 
of Gop ; and that believing, we might have life thro” 
his name, John xx. 21. and at all times prepare your- 
elf, for this exerciſe in fame ſuch form, as here followeth. 


A Prayer before reading the Scripture. 


ASSIST me, O Lord, with thy wiſdom, and 
& grace, that I may look upon the ſacred books 
of thy will, to be communicated to me by thy divine 
Spirit, for a lantern unto my feet, a light unto m 
paths, and a ſword for my defence, with the ſhield of 
faith, againſt temptation, fin, vice and infidelity: 
and grant me ſo to read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digeſt them, that I may diſcover the weakneſs and 
ſinfulneſs of my own nature, and rely on the bleſſed 
hope of bins life, thro' the merits of thy Son 


JEsus CHRIS, my Lord and Saviour, Amen. 
| | EJAacu- 
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EJACULATIONS. 
To be uſed occaſionally in reading the ſcripture. 


* 


L RD incline my heart to keep this law 
Lord deliver me from this judgment, fin, or 
temptation | 
"Ow vouchſafe to make my calling and election 
ſure 


Glory be thee, O Lord ! for this mercy ! 


Directions and Pꝛapers for Evening. 
| DiRECTIONS. : 


Before you go to bed, allot ſome ſhort time for prayer, that 
you may cloſe the day with the ſame religious temper and 
dewation, as you entered upon it in the morning. 


——_—— 
A 


EjJACULATIONS, 


Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, three per- 
ſons and one Gop: have mercy upon me a mi- 
ſerable ſinner. 
Let my prayer be ſet forth in thy fight, as the in- 
cenſe ; and the lifting up of my hands, be an eve- 
ning ſacrifice. 


| A Preparatory PRAYER, 
PRevent me, O Lord, in all my doings, with thy 

moſt gracious fayour, and further me with thy 
continual help, that in all my works begun, conti- 
nued, and ended in thee, I may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally by thy mercy obtain everlaſting 
life, thro' JesUs CHRIsT our Lord. Amen, 


An Evening Prayer for à ſingle or private 


| Perſon, 
M 


OST holy and ever bleſſed Lord Gop. Thou 
haſt commanded me to pray, and ſo it is my 


great 
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great duty: and haſt ſtiled thyſelf a Gop, hearing 
prayers, and ſo it is my great privilege, In obedi- 
ence to thy command, and in confidence of thy 
promiſes, I deſire in all humility and holy confi- 
&ence, to wait upon thee at this time, in and thro! 
my Lord and Saviour JEsUs CHRIST ; for his ſake 
beſeeching thee for mercy and grace; mercy for the 
pardon of my fins, without which I am of all crea- 
tures moſt miſerable ; and grace for the ſanctifying 
of my nature, and amendment of my life. Search 
me, O Lord, and try me, and whatſoever is diſ- 
pleaſing in me unto thee, remove it thence, and 
lead me in the way everlaſting. Let me value and 
mind the things that are not ſeen, more than the 
things that are ſeen ; becauſe the things that are 
ſeen are temporal, and thoſe that are not ſeen are 
eternal. Incline my heart unto thy teſtimonies, and 
not to any evil way. Let not the pleaſures nor 
troubles of this world, allure or hinder me from 
ſerving thee with chearfulneſs and delight. Pre- 
pare me for every condition, for every change, eſ- 
pecially for my great and laſt change. Give me 
grace ſo to live, that I may be neither aſhamed to 
live, nor afraid, nor unfit to die; then, when thou 
ſhalt call me hence, thou may'ſt receive me unto eter- 
nal enjoyment of thyſelf in heaven. Be very gra- 
cious.and merciful to all mankind, to all Jews, 
Turks, Pagans, and Infidels; bring them to the 
knowledge and obedience of the truth. Blefs, pro- 
ſper and protect thy church, and every member of 
it; be with it unto the end of the world, and let 
not the gates of hell prevail againſt it. Reform 
whatſoever thou ſeeſt amifs in the belief and lives 
of Chriſtians; eſpecially in theſe three nations; 
continue unto us peace, with the goſpel of peace 
for thy name ſake. Bleſs our Sovercign, and all in 
authority, with holineſs here, and happineſs kere- 


after; let all his ſubjects live under him quiet and 
| peace- 
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peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty, Let 
the miniſters of thy goſpel preach both by their 
lives and doctrine, and daily turn many unto righ- 
teouſneſs. Let none of my relations be ſtrangers 
unto thyſelf, nor = of thine afflicted ſervants be 
forgotten by thee. Relieve them according to their 
ſeveral neceſſities, and the riches of thy grace in 
thy Son. I praiſe thee for what thou haſt afford- 
ed me, thy good creatures, thy bleſſing with them, 
thy proviſion for me, and preſervation of me this 
day, and all my days: let me lie down, and take 
my reſt and ſleep, becauſe thou, Lord, makeſt me to 
dwell in —_ Whether I fleep or wake, live or 
die, let me be found thine own, to thy eternal 

lory, and my everlaſting ſalvation, through IEsus 
— our Lord, who hath taught me when L 


pray to ſay, 
Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 


An Evening-Prayer for a Family. 


O Eternal Gop, in whom we live, move, and 
have our being, thou makeſt day and night to 
ſucceed each other, for the comfort and refreſhment 
of mankind ; we yield thee thanks and praiſe for 
our protection and preſervation this day, and all the 
bleflings of this life; but above all for thine infi- 
nite love to us, in thy dear Son J=sus CurisT, 
who died for our ſins, and roſe again for our juſtifi- 
cation. 

O Lord, be pleaſed to add one bleſſing more to 
us, the bleſſing of a thankful and obedient heart, 
that we may henceforth live to thy honour and glory, 
and ſhew forth thy praiſe all the days of our life. 

O gracious Father, do thou mercifully pardon and 
forgive all the fins and offences of our lives paſt ; 
but eſpecially, whatever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in any 


Let 


of us this day, in thought, word or deed, 
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Let none of our ſins be ever laid to our charge, 
to ſhame us in this world, or to condemn us in the 
world to come; but let us have redemption through 
the blood of JESUS, even the remiſſion of all our 
tranſgreſſions; for the blood of JES us CHRIS 
cleanſeth from all ſin: and now, O Lord, we com- 
mend ourſelves, and all our relations and friends, 
unto thy bleſſed protection this night; beſeeching 
thee to preſerve us from fire, robbery, terrors of 

evil angels, or any other fear or a which for 
our ſins we have moſt juſtly deſerved. 

Let our fleep be ſweet and refreſhing to our bodies, 
and we the better able to ſerve thee, in our ſeveral 
places the day following. ys 

Good Lord, hear our prayers, and grant our re- 
queſts, and whatever elſe thou 3 to be good 
and neceſſary for us. Conduct us ſafely, through 
all the changes and chances of this mortal life, and 
when thou takeſt us hence, receive us into thy hea- 
venly kingdom; through JESUS CHRIS our Lord, 
in whoſe bleſſed name and words, we farther call 
upon thee, ſaying, | 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 


DIRECTIONS. 


Let every one, in his own heart, conſider that God is infinite 
in majefly, power and juſtice, and that man by nature, is 


baſe, weak, and corrupt : which will convince him of the 
neceſſity every one lies under, to examine his conſcience, and 
to apply unto Go, thro" the mediation of IESuS CuRIST, 
by confeſſion and fincere repentance ; for mercy and forgive- 
neſs of fins. Therefore the following form may ſerwe to 


alſiſi the devout Chriſtian in the practice of fo neceſſary an 
e added 


exerciſe, both in the morning and evening, to 
to the other prayers. 
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A Prayer for Repentance and godly Sorrow or 


Contrition. 


O Moſt glorious Lord Gop, let thine ears I pray 

thee be open to the prayer of thine unworthy 
ſervant. O do thou create in us a new, and a 
contrite heart; wound us with deep compunction, 
and repreſent unto us effectually, the folly and baſe- 
neſs, as well as the guilt, and juſt deſert of our ac- 
tions; that we, looking on him whom our fins 
have pierced, may with holy reſentment duly mourn 
againſt them, which cauſed his ſufferings, and ſeek 
our condemnation, that we may be filled with in- 
dignation againſt ourſelves, who have ungratefully 
oftended a Gon ſo gracious. 

Give us, I beſeech thee, ſuch a deep ſenſe of our 
wickedneſs, that our repentance may bear ſome 
proportion to our tranſgreſſions; that we, worthily 
lamenting our ſins, and acknowledging our wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of thee, O Gop of all mercies, 
perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs. 

O do thou impreſs on our hearts ſo tender a ſenſe 
of thy ſufferings for us, that we may feel all the 
ſorrows of thy beloved ſon, and ſuffer with him, 
throughout every period of his paſſion: and that 
thy bleſſed ſpirit may either work in us that degree 
of godly contrition, which thou haſt promiſed not 
to deſpiſe ; or ſupply the defects of it by his groans, 
which cannot be uttered. Hear us, and help us, 
and have mercy upon us, O Lord Gop of our ſal- 
vation; thro' JEsUs CHRIST, our Saviour. Amen. 


Or this. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, I humbly 
intreat thee to open my underſtanding by the 
light of thy holy Spirit; that I may gain a true 
knowledge of my ſins; that I may fee them all, in 


their proper deformity, with every cvil circumſtance 
belong 


402 Private Devotions. 


belonging to them, The experience J have had of 
my own deceitful nature, obliges me to preſs this 
petition with earneſtneſs. For, I confeſs, O Gop, 
that my paſſions very often are ſo prevailing, that 
they blind my underſtanding. | 

Afford me then, O Lord, the benefit of thy light 
and thy truth; bring to my ſight all my iniquities; 
and let no ſort of paſſion put a ſemblance of inno- 
cency upon them. I reſign the whole concern of 
my ſoul into thy hands, without any reſerve, moſt 
humbly beſeeching thee, to do with me whatever 
thou ſceſt neceſſary to my cure. Let me not de- 
ceive myſelf, with any falſe, inſufficient, or coun- 
terfeit ſorrow ; but grant me ſuch a ſincere contri- 
tion, as may prevail with thee for my forgiveneſs, 
Look upon me in much pity, and ſo ſtrengthen me 
by thy good ſpirit, that as often as I ſhall profeſs to 
repent of my ſins, that profeſſion may be ſo very much 
the genuine iſſue of the heart, that I may forth- 
with renounce every evil way, and take ſuch me- 
thods as may prove cftectual againſt all relapſes, and 
reſtore me to thy peace. 

Let me always remember, that true contrition is 
thy gift; and let thy grace excite, and make me 
both earneſt in aſking, and ſolicitous to obtain it. 
Suffer not, I beſeech thee, floth, or pretended bu- 
ſineſs to make me omit this neceſſary duty, or too 
much contract my leifure, and ſhorten the time in 
which I am to perform it. Grant, that my heart 
may be powerfully moved with moſt carneſt deſires 
of obtaining a true contrition and full converſion, 
from thee the author of all good. Suffer me upon 
no accaunt to add negligence to thoſe offences [ 
undertake to repent of ; but let fuch a real abhor- 
rence of them poſſeſs me, that I may hate them as 
hateful to thee, and fly them as the enemies of my 
falvation. To this end, let me remember, that all 


is to be given for heaven; and that, if there be ny 
thing 
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thing I cannot forſake in order to continue thy 
faithful ſervant; it is an evident token, my humi- 
liations, confeſſion and repentance are all deceit. 

O let thy powerful grace prevent in me this great 
abomination : let my dependance be entirely on 
thee, who alone art able to accompliſh it. Give 
me therefore, I humbly beſeech thee, that chriſtian 
reſolution, which will neither be weary, nor diſ- 
couraged with difficulties ; give me that true perſe- 
verance that I may purſue my cauſe whatever I 
thereby ſuffer. In mercy do thou vouchſafe to lay 
” whole duty before me, and give me a full view 
of all the obligations that are to be ſatisfied, as the 
neceſſary conditions of a ſincere repentance, and to 
crown the whole; grant me ſuch powers as are 
needful for enabling me to do as I know ; direct. 
me eſpecially in this way of ſeeking thee, that, 
never admitting any falſe hopes of pardon, I may 
be chiefly ſolicitous of faithfulneſs in tay law, and 
upon that condition expect forgiveneſs. Suffer me 
not any more to put off what is my duty at pre- 
ſent, upon the uncertainty of what is to come; 
ſince that may never arrive, and if it docs, I may 
be then through thy juſt judgment ſtill more inclin- 
ed to prolong it. L me give proof of my con- 
verſion, by thorough change of life, and a deſire of 
making recompenſe for all the injuries done by me 
to any other, in thought, word and deed. 

And pardon me, I beſeech thee, for the many 
times I have hitherto abuſed thy mercy, in pre- 
tending to repent without actual amendment; and 
this for the ſake of thine only Son JesUs CHRIST 
our Lord. 


A Form of SELT-EXJAMINATIOX. 
Concerning FAITH. 


D O] believe in God the Father, and place my 
whole dependance on him ? 
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Do I believe in, and reſign myſelf wholly to his 
will, revealed in the holy ſcriptures ? 

Do I eſteem Gop, and prefer him in all my 
thoughts, words and actions, above all things? 


Do I thoroughly deteſt all worſhip of the crea- 


ture ? 

Do I ſtedfaſtly believe that God has, an only ſon, 
that was made man ? 

Do I believe that this ſon was God from all 
eternity, and died for the fins of mankind in his 
human nature ? 

Do] ſincerely believe that the ranſom he paid to 
divine juſtice for the fins of the whole world, was 
ſufficient to open heaven gates for all men ? 

Do I heartily believe that there is no ſalvation for 
man, but through the righteouſneſs and ſacrifice of 
Jesus ChRIST ? 

Do I believe that CHRIST's righteouſneſs is im- 
puted to all believers ? | 

Do I believe that he is our only mediator, and 
will come to judge the world at the laſt day? 
Do l believe that there is a holy ſpirit, who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son ? 

Do I believe that this ſpirit is ſent to lighten, 
to comfort, to ſtrengthen, and to guide the rege- 
nerate into the way of all truth? 

Do ] believe that a man muſt be born of this ſpi- 
rit, before he can enter into the kingdom of heaven? 

Do I believe that a man can do no good thing 
without this ſpirit, operating together with his 
ſpirit ? 

Do I ſincerely ſeek for ſanctification thro' the 
HoLy Ghost, as I do for juſtification and redemp- 
tion thro' JESUS CHRIST ? | 

Do I, without wavering, believe in the holy and 
undivided Trinity or three perſons, Father, Son, 
and HoLy Ghost, in the Godhead, and that thoſe 
THREE are only ONE Gob ? 

| Hawins 


Pg 
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Having aſked yourſelf theſe queſlions, and finding yourſelf to 


have been unbelieving or doubtful, or warverirg, in re- 
gard to any of them, flop at that particular queſtion, and 
with all humility confe/s your unbelief, and ſay, Pardon 
me, good Lord! and encreaſe my faith. At thoſe 
queſtions, which you ſincerely believe, ſay, Give me grace 
to live and die in this faith. Then proceed thus, 


Concerning Wokks. 
HAVE I by ſwearing, curſing, blaſphemy, per- 
] 


ury, or any other way or means taken God's 
name ry vain, diſhonoured him, or cauſed others ſo 
to do:! 

Have I prophaned the Lord's-day, by ſervile work, 
neglect of Gop's worſhip, or by recreations, di- 
verſions, and unholy entertainments and employ- 
ments, or cauſed others ſo to do ? 

Have I been diſobedient to, or deſpiſed, or neg- 
lected thoſe to whom nature or providence has 
placed me in ſubordination, whether father, mother, 
maſter, miſtreſs, or guardian? Or have I in m 
ſtation of life, done my duty to thoſe, whom Gop 
and his good providence has committed to my care 
and charge ? | 

Have 1 wounded, maimed, murdered, or chal- 
lenged any perſon to fight ? 

__ born malice, or entertained deliberate 
thoughts or deſires of revenge ? 

Have I uſed opprobrious language to hurt any 
perſon ? 

Have I invented falſehoods and ſcandal, or ſpread 
and encouraged falſe reports? 

Do I live in a ſtate of enmity with any perſon, 
thro' my own fault ? 

Have I cauſed or ſolicited any other to Kill, or 
otherwiſe to hurt my neighbour in his perſon or 
reputation ? 

Have I been cruel or unmerciful towards any 
creature ? | Have 
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Have I refuſed or neglected to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed, 
when called upon, and in my power ? 
Have I turned my face from the 4 and needy, 
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and not relieved them according to My ability ? 

Have I abuſed or miſuſed Gop'streatures, by in- 
. temperance, or exceſs in eating or drinking, or by 
drunkenneſs and gluttony ? by extravagant living, 
or feaſting, dreſſing, and ſpending beyond my for- 
tune or eſtate? or, by forcing or enticing others 
ſo to do? 

Have I taken any thing to ſhorten my life, or 
entertained any Rong of deſtroying myſelf, before 
my appointed time ſhall come? 

Have I in thought, word or deed committed 
. adultery ? 

Have I delighted in impure thoughts? in im- 
modeſt diſcourſe, ſongs and books? in unchaſte 
embraces, and other actions tending to enflame luſt- 
ful deſires ? | 

Have I enticed, ſolicited or drawn others to acts 
of impurity ? 

Have I ſtolen other people's goods? or retained 
by violence what was not my own property? or re- 
ceived ſtolen goods ? or encouraged, or connived at 
theft? 

Have I defrauded, attempted to over- reach, or 
taken advantage of another's ignorance, weakneſs, 
or overſight in bargains, ſale, traffic or commerce? 

Have 1 been guilty of the fin of fimony ? or al- 
ſiſted others in that offence ? 

Have I given a falſe evidence before a magiſtrate, 
or . a court of juſtice ? or ſuborned any one $o to 
do 

Have I told lies, or betrayed the ſecrets of ano- 
ther to his prejudice ? 

Have I preſumed too much on the goodneſs and 
forbearing of Gop ? or, have I deſpaired of his 
mercy ? | 

DIREe- 
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DiRECTIONS. 

As you ask yourſelf theſe queſtions, and your conſcience pro- 
nounce you guilty of the fin, ſay, Pardon me, good Lord! 
and grant me thy grace, that I may never more ofend 

thee in like manner. And having thus finiſhed the exa- 
mination by the light of your conſcience, and the word of 
Gop, confeſs your guilt unto the Gop A all mercy, and 


zntercede for pardon in the manner following, ſaying I 
iuſlead of we, when uſed by a private or ſingle perſon. 


The Confeſſion. 


A Emighty and moſt merciful father; we have 
erred and ſtrayed from thy ways like loſt ſheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and deſires 
of our own hearts. We have oftended againſt thy 
holy laws. We have left undone thoſe things 
which we ought to have done; and we have done 
thoſe things which we ought not to have done; and 
there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miſerable offenders. Spare thou 
them, O Gop, which confeſs their faults. Reſtore 
thou them that are penitent; according to thy pro- 
miſes declared unto mankind in CHN’ JEsus our 
Lord. And grant, O merciful Father, for his ſake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
ſober life. To the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 


Then add the following Prayer, changing we into I, and us 
into me, when uſed by a ſingle perſon. 


A Prayer for Pardon. 


Lmighty and everlaſting Gop, who hateſt no- 
thing that thou haſt made, and doſt forgive 


the fins of all them that are penitent ; create and 


make in us new and contrite hearts, that we wor- 
thily lamenting our fins, and acknowledging our 
wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee the Gop of all 
mercy, perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs, through 
JzsUs CHRIST our Lord. The 


3 


, 
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The concluding Prayer. | 
U N TO thy mercy and protection, O Gov, I 


commit myſelf this night and evermore. O 


Lord, bleſs and keep me, and all belonging to me: 


Lord make thy face ſhine upon me, and be gracious 
unto me, Lord lift up thy countenance upon me, 
and give me peace now and for evermore. Amen. 


EJACULATIONS at going to bed. 


Y/ Ouchlate, O Lord, to keep me this night with 
out ſin, 
Give me grace to put off the old man with his 
deeds. 
In the name of JESUS CHRIST crucified, I will 
lay me down in peace, and take my reſt. : 
Into thy hands I commend my ſpirit; lighten 
mine eyes, O Lord, that I ſleep not in death. 
Live JIEsus, live, and let it be 
My life to die for love of Thee. 


Occaſional Pꝛapers. 
I dich may be added to any of the former DE vOTIOxs. 


A Prayer on CHRISTMAS Day. 


A Lmighty Gop, who haſt given us thy only be- 
gotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as 
at this time to be born of a pure virgin ; grant that 
we being regenerate, and made thy children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy 
holy ſpirit, through the ſame our Lord Jes8vs 
CHaRIsT, who liveth and reigneth with thee, and 
the ſame ſpirit, ever one GoD, world without end. 
Amen. f | 2 
A Prayer on NEW- YEARS Day. 
Almighty Gop, who madeſt thy blefled Son to 


be circumciſed, and obedient to the law for 
man; 


0 
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man; grant us the true cireumciſion of the ſpi- 
rit, that our hearts and all our members being mor- 
tified from all worldly and curnal luſts, we may in 
all things obey thy bleſſed will, through the ſame 
thy Son JesUs CHRIST our Lord. Amen. | 


A Prayer on TwELFTH-Day, being the Mam- 
feſtation of CHRIST to the Gentiles. 


O Gop, who by the leading of a ſtar, didſt ma- 
nifeſt thy only begotten Son to the Gentiles; 
mercifully grant, that we, which know thee now 
by faith, may after this life have the fruition of thy 
lorious Godhead, through JESUS CHRIST our 
Lord. Amen. : 


A Prayer on As#-WepNEsDaAY, the firſs Day 
of LENT. 


GIVE me grace, O Lord, to uſe ſuch abſti- 
nence, that my fleſh may be ſubducd to the 
ſpirit; teach me to uſe this act of diſcipline ſo, that 
it may become an act of religion, and be a means 
of improving me in all piety, and holineſs, and vir- 
tue. Forgive all my frailties and imperfections, 
and be not ſtrict to mark what I have done, or ſhall 
do amiſs, but deal with me according to thy mercy 
and loving kindneſs, and accept my imperfect ſer- 
vice, for the ſake of JEsUs CHRIST, our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer en Goop-FRTIDAV. 


I Adore thee, O bleſſed Jzsus, I acknowledge 
thee to be the Son of GoD moſt high; I behold 
thy glory ſhining through the blackeſt clouds of thy 
ſhameful ſufferings. Then thou appearedſt to be 
the choſen of Gop, even when thou waſt ſcorned 
and rejected of men. Great was the ſplendor of 
thy majeſty, under the mockery of a crown of 
thorns, and under the OR of the croſs itſelf, 
: And 
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And great was thy love, O thou lover of ſouls, who 
wouldſt ſhed thy own moſt precious blood, to work 
and confirm thy faith in our hearts, that believing on 
thee, we might have life through thy name. How 

infinitely are we indebted to thee, who had'ſt ſo 
dearly purchaſed our eternal joy with thy moſt bit- 
ter ſorrow. 

T dread to think that thy precious blood ſhould be 
loſt and ſpilt in vain for me; that ſo great a prize 
ſhould be caſt away, where with thou haſt bought 
me. O deareſt Lord, preſerve in me ſuch a lively 
ſenſe of thy grief and ſorrow, of thy pain and an- 
guiſh, that I may perfectly hate the cauſe of all thy 
torments, and look upon every fin as the moſt fear- 
ful curſe that can befal me. 

Behold, O Gop, the bleeding wounds of thy 
well-beloved Son; remember how his body was 
broken for us, and his blood poured out. hear 
his dying groans, regard his agony and bloody 
ſweat ; by his croſs and paſſion, let my ſins be 
blotted out : I have nothing to plead, if he has not 
done enough, and fulfilled all thy will. But ſince 
he hath laid down his life in obedience to thee, O 
let me, by virtue of this voluntary ſacrifice, obtain 
thy gracious pardon. | 

Fix my thoughts ſo conſtantly upon his dying 
love, and affect my heart ſo mightily therewith, 
that I may chearfully undergo any pains to be made 
like to him, in his humility, in his obedience, in 
his reſignation of himſelf to thy wiſe will and plea- 
ſure, in his meeknels, in his charity and forgive- 
neſs of his enemies, in his willingneſs to quit all 
things for thy name ſake, and to truſt both ſoul and 
body with thee in well-doing, and contented in ſuf- 
fering whatſoever it be that thou requireſt of me. 
Now to him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
our fins in his blood, and made us kings and priefts 
to Gop, even the Father; to him be glory and do- 

minion for ever and ever. Amen. Sen- 
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Sentences and Prayer on EASTER-Sux DA. 


Cuniar our paſſover is ſacrificed for us: therefore 
let us keep the feaſt. Not with old leaven, nei- 
ther with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs: but 
with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth, 
1 Cor. v. 8. 
On being raiſed from the dead, dieth no 
more: death hath no more dominion over 
him. For in that he died, he died unto fin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto Gop. Like- 


wiſe reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be dead indeed 


unto fin: but alive unto Gop, through Jesvus 
CHRIST our Lord, Rom. vi. 9. 


HRIST is riſen from the dead: and become the 
firſt-fruits of them that ſlept. For ſince by man 
came death: by man came alſo the reſurrection of 


the dead. For as in Adam all die: even ſo in 


CHRIST ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 20. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the HoLy GHosT. | 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
ſhall be world without end. Amen. 


Almighty Gop, who through thine only be- 

gotten Son JEsUs CHRIST haſt overcome death, 
and opened unto us the gate of everlaſting life ; 
we humbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial 
grace preventing us, thou doſt put into our minds 
good defires, ſo by thy continual help, we may bring 
the ſame to good eſfect, through JesUs CHRIST our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
HoLy GHosrT, ever one Gop, world without end. 


Amen. 8 
A Prayer on AscENSION-Dàx. 


Gu. we beſeech thee, almighty Gop, that like 
as we do believe thy only begotten Son our 
E Lord 
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Lord Jesus CHRIsT to have aſcended into the 
heavens ; ſo we may alſo in heart and mind thither 
aſcend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, and the — GHosT, one 
Gop, world without end. Amen. 


A Prayer on Wa1TsunDay, being the Deſcent 
of the HoLy Ghost, and on the two follow- 
ins Days. 

8 OD, who as at this time didſt teach the hearts 

of thy faithful people, by the ſending to them 
the light of thy Holy Spirit; grant us by the ſame 

Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and 

evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort, through the 

merits of CHR1sT JESUs our Saviour, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the ſame Spirit, 
one GopD, world without end. Amen. 


A Prayer on CANDLEMAs-Day, or the Puri- 
fication of the Virgin Mary, and the Pre- 
ſentation of CHRIST in the Temple. 


ALmight) and everlaſting Gop, we humbly be- 
ſeech thy majeſty, that as thy only begotten Son 
was this day preſented in the temple in ſubſtance of 
our fleſh; ſo we may be preſented unto thee with 
pure and clean hearts, by the ſame thy Son Jesvs 
CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer on LADY-DAx, or the Annuncia- 
tion of the Bleſſed Virgin Marr. 


WI beſeech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into 
our hearts, that as we have known the incar- 
nation of thy Son JESUS CHRIST by the meſſage of 
an angel ; ſo by his croſs and paſſion we may be 
brought unto the glory of his reſurrection, through 
the ſame JesUs CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 

| A 
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A Prayer on the Feaſt of St. Michal, and 
all Angels. 


Eternal Gop, who haſt appointed thy holy 

angels to be miniſtring fpirits to thoſe that are 
heirs of falvation, give thoſe bleſſed ſpirits a charge 
to protect and defend me from the malice of the devil, 
and all his evil inſtruments, and from all caſualties 
and ſad accidents. Give me grace to ſerve thee with 
the ſame diligence and chearfulneſs on earth, as the 
holy angels do in heaven: and help me alſo, O Lord, 
(as far as I am able) to join with the heavenly choir 
above, in praiſing and adoring thy excellencies and 
perfections, thy majeſty and mercy ; and when my 
fleſh and heart ſhall fail me, let thy holy angels con- 
duct my foul unto thy heavenly kingdom, where, 
with cherubims and ſeraphims, arch-angels and an- 
gels, and all the company of heaven, I may laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, world without end. 

men. 


A Prayer to be nſed upon the Days of the 
Memory of the Apoſtles and Martyrs. 


O Moſt glorious and gracious Lord Gop, through 

whom the ſouls of the faithful, after they are de- 
livered from the burden of the fleſh, are in peace and 
reſt from their labours, and their memory is blefled ; 
I praiſe and magnify thy divine majeſty, for thy ſpe- 
cial grace and goodneſs manifeſted to thy apoſtles 
and martyrs, and other holy perſons, who have glo- 
rified thy name in the time of their frail life upon 
earth. And this day we have thy ſervant ¶ Here name 
the particular Saint] in remembrance, whom thou 
haſt ſafely led through all the troubles and tempta- 
tions of this world ; and haſt now lodged with the 
reſt of thy faithful ſervants, in a paradiſe of joy and 


happineſs, until the reſtitution of all things. Teach 


fa me. 
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me, O Lord, ſo to practiſe their doctrine, and to 
imitate their holy examples, that I — united as 


a part of the ſame myſtical body, by the bands of the 
fame faith, holy hope, and never - failing charity, un- 
to our head, the Lord IE Sus, the author and finiſher 
of our faith, may, in the laſt day, have my perfect 
conſummation and bliſs, both in body and ſoul, in 
thine eternal and everlaſting kingdom, through the 
merits of JEsUs CHRIST, our Lord and only Saviour; 
to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed all praiſe and adoration, now and for ever, 
Amen. 


A Prayer to be ſaid on our Birth-Day, or Day 
of Baptiſm, 
O Moſt bleſſed and gracious Lord Gop, from 
whom (in an eſpecial manner) I have my being, 
I humbly praiſe thy name for thy py goodneſs to 
me this day, in cauſing me to be born of chriſtian 
parents, and in making me a member of thy holy 
church by baptiſm, thereby preventing and engaging 
me to the profeſſion and practice of thy holy religion. 
I alſo bleſs thee in particular, that I was born with 
perfect limbs and ſenſes, and the free uſe of reaſon 
and underſtanding, without any deficiency or de- 
formity in body or mind. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
foul, and all that is within me praiſe his holy name. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his 
benefits; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made, 
therefore will I give thanks unto thee, as long as I 
have my being. | 
O Lord, pardon the ignorance and errors, the va- 
nity and vices of my youth, and the greater faults of 
my riper years. Give me true contrition and re- 
pentance for what is paſt; and let thy Holy Spirit 
enable me to walk in newneſs of life for the future. 
Let no root of bitterneſs ſpring up in me, to inter- 
rupt my good purpoſes of amendment, or defile and 
pollute 
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pollute my mind and conſcience with guilt; but let 


the addition of my years be ſo many degrees of nearer 
approach unto thee, the Gop of my life, and foun- 
tain of happineſs; and forſake me not when I am 
old and grey-headed ; but when my ſtrength faileth 
me, be thou my ſtrength and my guide unto death; 
and after death receive my foul to reſt and peace, 
until the time of reſtitution z and then raiſe me up 
to a life of eternal glory in thy heavenly kingdom, 
_— J8sUs CHRIST our Lord and only Saviour. 
ED 


A Prayer to be uſed by a married Perſon, 


O Moſt holy Father, who in paradiſe didſt appoint 
and conſecrate the conjugal ſtate, bleſs us thy 
ſervants whom that holy ſtate has joined in the ſa- 
cred tyes of love and duty; teach us mutual for- 
bearance, tendernefs and kindneſs to one another, 
and let a perfect harmony and agreement of our af- 
feCtions be the evidence that by that holy ordinance 
thou haſt made us one: bleſs us with all temporal 
and ſpiritual bleſſings; forgive all our failings and 
infirmities, and let a ſincere and ſacred love alleviate 
and render ſupportable the cares that attend that con- 
dition of life, and fit us to be ever happy with thee, 
the Gop of peace and love; through JesUs CHRIST 
our moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. | 


The Parents Prayer for their Children. 


O Almighty and moſt merciful Father, who haſt 
promiſed children as a reward to the righteous, 
and haſt given them to me as a teſtimony of thy 
mercy, and an engagement of my duty ; be pleaſed 
to be a father unto them, and give them healthful 
bodies, underſtanding ſouls, and ſanctified ſpirits, 
that they may be thy ſervants and thy children all 
their days. Let thy great mercy and providence 


lead them through the —_— and temptations, and 
4 igno- 
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ignorances of their youth, that they may never run 
into folly and the evils of an unbridled appetite; and 
fo order the accidents of their lives, that by good edu- 
cation, careful tutors, holy examples, innocent 
company, prudent counſel, and thy reſtraining grace, 
their duty to thee may be ſecured in the midſt of a 
crooked and untoward generation: and if it ſeems 
good in thy eyes, let me be enabled to provide con- 
veniently for the ſupport of their perſons, that they 
may not be deſtitute and miſerable at my death : or 
if thou ſhalt call me off from this world by an early 
ſummons, let their portion be thy care, extend thy 
mercy and providence over their bodies and ſouls, 
that ti*-y may neither live vicious lives, nor die vio- 
Jent or untimely deaths; but let them glorify thee 
here with a free obedience, and the duties of a holy 
life; that when they have ſerved thee in their gene- 
rations, and have profited the chriſtian common- 
wealth, they may be co-heirs with JEsus, in the 
glories of thy eternal kingdom, through the ſame 
our Lord IEsus CHrIsT. Amen. 


Prayers for Perſons in Deſpair. 


1 Humbly beſeech thee, O Father, mercifully to 


look upon my infirmities; and for the glory of 
thy name, turn from me all thoſe evils that I moſt 
grievouſly have deſerved ; and grant that in all my 
troubles, I may put my whole truſt and confidence 
in thy mercy, and evermore ſerve thee in holineſs 
and pureneſs of living, to thy honour and glory, 
through JesUs CHRIST our Lord. Amen, 


LCR D, I beſeech thee, grant me grace, to reſiſt 
the temptations of the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil; and with a pure heart and quiet mind, to 
follow thee, the only true Gop, thro' JesUs CHRIS 

our Lord. Amen. 
Almighty 
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ALmighey Go, who haſt promiſed to hear the 
petitions of them that aſk in thy Son's name; 


mercifully incline thine ears unto me, that have made 


now my, prayers and ſupplications unto thee : and 
grant that thoſe things which I have faithfully aſked 
according to thy will, may effectually be obtained to 
the relief of my neceſſity, and to the ſetting forth of 
thy glory, thro' JESUS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer in Time of Sickneſs. 


Almighty Gob and merciful Father, thou art the 

author of my being; and as my lite, my health 
and ſtrength are from thee, fo they are and ought to 
be wholly at thy diſpoſal. I humbly. confels, that 
becauſe of my fins it is juſt with thee to. aflict me 
with ſickneſs and pain, yea, to cut me off from the 
land of the living. I acknowledge, O Lord, my 
ſins are many and great; the faculties of my ſou, 
and members of my body have been made the inſtru- 
ments of fin: I have not been duly thankful for, 
nor made & right uſe of the manifold bleſſings of 
health and ſtrength, of time and opportunities of 
doing and receiving good, which thou haſt vouch- 
fafed unto me: I do therefore acknowledge the juſtice - 
of thy dealings, and that the greateſt afflictions I do 
er can ſuffer here, are infinitely leis than my fins 


deſerve. 
But, O thou Father of mercies, who delighteſt 


not in the death of a ſinner, be favourable unto me, 
enter not into judgment with thy ſervant; and 


though for my ſins thou art juſtly diſpleaſed, yet, 


O Lord Gop moſt holy, O Lord moſt mighty, 
O holy and merciful Saviour, deliver me not into 
the bitter pains of eternal death. 


I know, O Lord, that afflictions riſe not out of 
T 5 the 
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the duſt, but are of thy ſending; but ſuch is thy 
mercy, that thou doſt not willingly afflict nor grieve 
the children of men; thou deſigneſt not the ruin, 
but the amendment of thoſe whom thou ſcourgeſt: 
I beſeech thee, by thy grace, ſo to ſanctify this cor- 


rection of thine unto me, that this ſickneſs of my 


body may be a means of health to my ſoul ; make 
me diligent to ſearch my heart, and to find out the 
accurſed thing, that has brought this affliction upon 
me, and make me ſenſible of my manifold provoca- 
tions, and ſo to ſincerely lament, abhor, and forſake 
them, that this correction may appear to be the ef- 
fect of thy love and pity. 
Remember, O Lord, the ſufferings of thy Son, 
who himſelf bore the afflictions, and the puniſhment 
due to our ſins: I believe in him as my alone Sa- 
viour ; my truſt is in his merits ; and J humbly beg 
for his ſake that thou wouldſt be reconciled unto me: 
heal my ſoul, O Lord, which hath ſinned againſt 
thee, and then if it be thy bleſſed will, heal my body 
alſo, and reſtore me again to a ſtate of health and 
{trength, that I may ſtill live to praife thee, and 
bring forth the fruits of repentance. 

But if in thy wiſdom thou haſt otherwiſe diſpoſed, 
if thou haſt determined that this ſickneſs ſhall be unto 
death, I beſeech thee to fit and prepare me for it; 

ive me that ſincere and hearty repentance, to which 
. haſt promiſed mercy and pardon ; wean my 
heart from the world and all its feducing vanities, 
and make me long for thoſe more excellent and 
durable joys, which are at thy right hand for ever. 
Lord, take away the ſting of death, the guilt of my 


fins, and then though I walk through the valley of | 


the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: I will lay 
me down in peace, and, Lord, when I awake up, 
let me be ſatished with thy preſence in thy glory. 
Grant this, O merciful God, for his ſake, ** - 
| ot 
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both the Redeemer and Mediator of finners, even 
Jesus CHRIST. Amen. | 


A Prayer for Patience and Relief under Aﬀifion. 


O Moſt gracious God, and merciful Father, I 

humbly adore thy goodneſs and mercy, even 
whilſt I ſuffer by thy juſtice ; for thou doſt not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men; but de- 
ſigneſt thy puniſhments as a means to keep us from 
greater evils, I heartily acknowledge, O Lord, 
that all I do or can ſuffer, is but the due reward of 
my deeds, and therefore in my greateſt afflictions I 
muſt ſtill ſay, Rrghteous art that, O Lord, and upright 
are thy judgments. But, O Lord, I beſeech thee in 
judgment remember mercy, and though my ſins have 
provoked thee to ſtrike, yet conſider my weakneſs, 
and let not thy ſtripes be more heavy or more 
laſting, than thou ſeeſt profitable for my ſoul. Give 
me, I beſeech thee, a great reverence of thy wiſ- 
dom and juſtice, an entire confidence in thy good- 
nefs and charity, and a thankful remembrance of all 
thy paſt mercies to me; and ſo patiently to endure 
what thou layeſt upon me at preſent, that it — 
bring forth in me the peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs; that ſo thefe light afflictions, which are but 
for a moment, may work for me a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, through Jesvs 
CHRIST my Saviour. Amen. | 


T6 Papers 
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Pzayers for the Holy Communion. 
DIRECTIONS. 


7. Ley that deſire to be rightly informed of the nature, de- 
fign, end and benefits of the ſacrament of the L,orD's- 
SUPPER, will find thoſe particulars ſet forth and ex- 
plained in Chapter iii. of the fourth Book, page 332. 


In the morning of the day you intend to communicate, wwher: 
you lh from your bed ſay, 


EJACULATION. 
1 Will ariſe, and go to my Father, and ſay unto 
1 him, Father, I have ſinned againft heaven and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy fon. 


When you go from home to church, Jay, 
W Ha reward ſhall I give unto the Lord, for all 


the benefits he hath done unto me! 
I will receive the cup of ſalvation, and call unto- 
the Lord. 
I will pay my vows in the preſence of all the 
people: in the courts of the Lord's houſe : even 


in the midſt of thee, O Jeruſalem. Praiſe the 


Lord. 
Being upon your knees after ſermon, ſay, 


The preparatory Prayer, 


WW Hat is man, O Lord! that thou art mindful 
of him! or the Son of man, that thou ſo 
regardeſt him, as to invite me by thy beloved Son 
to partake of thele holy myſteries, which convey 

to 


ſou 
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to the worthy communicant, the body and blood of 
CHRIST my Saviour. I am ſenſible of, and confeſs. 
my own unworthineſs, to be thus favoured by thy 
loving kindneſs : no creature can deſerve ſuch blei- 
fings : but it is thy infinite goodneſs,, O Lord! 
that beſtows this, and all mercies and graces: by thy 
free gift. It is therefore, in obedience to thy invi- 
tation and command, and not with a preſumption. 
of my own merit or righteouſneſs, that I now ap- 
proach to thy holy table, and come to- partake of 
thy bleflings conveyed in the ſacrament of CyrIsT's. 
body and blood, with a due acknowledgment of thy. 
faithfulneſs, thro” the ſame JesUs CHRIsT. Amen. 


When the Minifler goes to the Table, ſay, 


I Will waſh my hands in innocency, O Lord! and 

ſo will I go to thine altar ; that I may ſhew the- 
voice of thankſgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous. 
works, in the great things thou haſt done for my 
ſoul. Amen, 


When you offer your alms, ſay, 


My ſoul! to do good and to communicate for- 
get not, for with ſuch ſacrifices Gon js well. 
pleaſed. 


DIRECTIONS. 


Foin with the officiating miniſter ; or attend unto him, read- 
ing the SENTENCES, the Prayer for the CHURCH Mt» 
LITANT, the EXHORTATION, the CONFESSION ; re- 
ceive the ABSOLUTION with all humility, and follow: 
him in the reſt of the communion ſerwice, till he comes to 
the Prayer of CONSECRATION : then, while he receives 


- BrEaD and WIXE, /ift up your heart to Gob and 
Jay, 
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A Pray er before receiving the Bx EA. 


Acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, O Lord! and 

my ſin is ever before me: I am not worthy that 
my Lord ſhould enter under my roof; but do thou 
only ſay the word and my foul ſhall be healed, m 
iniquity waſhed away, and my body made a ft 
tabernacle for thy reception. Lord ! I believe, that 
thou art the bread which came down from heaven, 
and they that eat thereof worthily, ſhall obtain 


eternal life. 


D1iRECTIONS. 


When the miniſter preſents you with the Bread, attend ſeri- 
oufly to the form of words with which he delivers it, 
and when he has prayed to preſerve your body and ſoul ts 
eternal life, ſay a hearty Amen, but ſecretly to yourſelf, 
and when he concludes that form with theſe words, faith 
with thankſgiving, /ay, Amen, 


After receiving the Bread. 


O Lord, who feedeſt me with the bread of life, I 


offer unto thee all love, obedience and glory. 
J receive this bread as a ſacred memorial of thy ex- 
ceeding great love and painful ſufferings, — as a 
ſeal of thoſe gracious terms of mercy thou haſt pur- 
chaſed thereby, who didſt ſuffer the puniſhment due 
unto me, died for my ſins, roſe again for my juſti- 
fication, and ever liveſt to make interceſſion for me. 
I receive this conſecrated bread in remembrance of 
theſe benefits. O let nothing blot out the remem- 
brance of this thy love unto me. : 


Before receiving the Cup, ſay, 


Esvs my Saviour! thou art the true vine, the faith- 
ful are the branches. O grant me underſtand- 
ing 


1 
* 
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ing in the way of godlineſs, that I may ſo drink of 


the blood of the grape in this cup of bleſſing, that 
I may therein partake of thy blood, 


DiRECTIONS. 


Attend to the words of the miniſter, when he preſents you 
with the Cup: and when he ſays, Preſerve your body 


and ſoul unto 2 life, Jay within yourſelf a 
e 


hearty Amen. And win he concludes that prayer with 
theſe words, and be thankful, /ay, Amen. 


A Prayer after receiving the Cup, 


who by thy holy apoſtle haſt taught. 


O Lord, 

me, that the cup of bleſſing is the commu- 
nion of the blood of CHRIST, and the bread 
broken in this ſacrament is the communion of 
the body of CHRIST; I adore and magnify thy 
divine goodneſs, for this conveyance of thy grace 
into my ſoul : and beſeech thee to give me ſtrength, 
that I may from henceforth live as becomes one 
born of the ſpirit, and enliſted under the banner of 
my Saviour: thro' whoſe merits I offer up my im- 


perfect prayers. Amen. 
| EJACULATIONS 


To fill up the time till the miniſter proceeds with the 
prayers uſed after the adminiſtration of the ſacrament, 
in which you muſt always join. 


1. HAT hall I render unto the Lord, for all the 


benefits he hath done unto me © what thanks, 


what praiſes ſhall I render unto thee, my gracious 


Gon, for permitting me to drink of this fountain 
of life, the precious blood of thy dear Son ? 
2. How comfortable, O bleſſed Jzsus, is this 


cup of ſalvation to me, which was ſo bitter — 
i 
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diſtaſteful unto thee ; this is the blood of the new 
Teſtament; O let it be unto me for the remiſſion 
of ſins. Let it ſeal unto me the pardon of all my 
fins paſt, and enable me to reſiſt and conquer all 
temptations for the time to come. Let it purify 
and cleanſe my ſoul, and make it a fit habitation 
of thyſelf, and do thou take poſſeſſion of me, and 


rule and reign in me for ever. | 
3. Bleſſed Saviour, thou haſt loved us, and waſh- ” 
ed us from our fins in thy own blood; therefore to — 
thee be glory and dominion for ever and ever. | 
Amen. _ 
4. Worthy art thou, O Lamb, that waſt ſlain, — 
to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 6 
ſtrengtt, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. _—_ 
Therefore bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 4 
power, be to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and 1 
to the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. Th 
- Of 
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BOOKS printed for EDwWwARD DIII in the 
Poultry, and fold by all Bookſellers in Great- 
Britain and Ireland. 

This Day is Publiſhed, beautifully Printed in one 

large Volume in Octavo, 

THE Works of the Rev. THOMAS JoNEs, 

M. A. Late Chaplain of St. Saviour, South- 
wark, To which is prefixed, a ſhort Account of 
his Life, in a Recommendatory Preface, by the Rev. 

WILLIAM RoMaAIlNE, M. A. Lecturer of St. Dun- 

flar's in the et. 

The preaching of the wt is to them that periſh fooliſb- 
neſs, but unto us which are ſaved it is the power of 
God, 1 Cor, i. 18. 

Neatly Printed in Three Volumes Octavo, 
HE OEtconomy of the CovENANTs between 
Gop and Man. Comprehending a com- 
pou Body of Divinity. By HERMANN WiTs1vs, 
D. Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſities of 

Franeker, Utrecht, and Leyden ; and alſo Regent 

of the Divinity College of the States of Holland 

and Weſt-Frieſland. Faithfully tranſlated from the 

Latin, and carefully reviſed. 

To the PuBLic. | 

THx famous HERMANN WI᷑rs Ius, Profeſſor 

of Divinity at Utrecht, in Holland, and the 

Author of a Treatiſe entitled, The Oeconomy of the Co- 

venants between God and Man, and various other 

learned and theological Tracts, was a writer, not 
only eminent for his great talents, and particularly 


| ſolid judgment, rich imagination, and elegancy of 


compoſition z but for a deep, powerful, and evan- 


gelical ſpirituality and ſavour of godlineſs: und we 


moſt heartily concur in the recommendation of his 
Works to ſerious Chriſtians of all denominations, 
and eſpecially to Miniſters and candidates for that 
ſacred office. 

John Gill, D. D. | Thomas Hall, | John Walker, L. L. D. 


John Brine, | Wm. King, Thomas Gibbons, M. A. 
— 


To che PUBLIC. 


The late Reverend, learned, and pious Mr. Fame: 
Hervey, in his Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. II. p. 366. 
having mentioned a Work of the above Wirsius, 
adds, The Oeconomy of the Covenants, written by the 
* ſame hand, is a Body of Divinity, in its Method 
% ſo well digeſted; in its Doctrines ſo truly evan- 
66 gelical; and (what is not very uſual with our ſy- 
<6 


ematic writers) in its Language, ſo refined and 


« elegant; in its manner ſo affectionate and ani- 
„mating; that I would recommend it to every Stu- 


« dent in Divinity. I would not ſcruple to ri all 


« my reputation upon the merits of this performance : 
% and 1 cannot but lament it, as one of my greateſt 
* loſles ; that I was no ſooner acquainted with this 
© moſt excellent Author, all whoſe works have ſuch 
a delicacy of compoſition, and ſuch a ſweet ſavour 
<« of Holineſs, that I know not any compariſon more 
proper to repreſent their true character than 100 
* golden pot which had manna ; and was outward] 
« bright with burniſhed gold; inwardly, rich wah 
« heavenly food.” 3 


Extra? of a Letter fram a Clergyman in the Country 
to the Publiſher. 


THE fale of WrTs1us's Oeconomy of the Co- 
uenants increaſes among my Friends; the Tranſla- 
tion is very juſt, and the mn the Work 
merits. a place in every Chriſtian's Library : I ſhall 
do my utmoſt to recommend it at all times, and on 
all proper occaſions; no pious perſon, on earth can 
forbear teading the IIId. Book without wonder, rap- 
ture and : devotion; it exceeds all commendation : 
HERVEVY might well ſay, I would not ſcruple to 
15% all my reputation upon the merits of this performance 
for my own part, I am not aſhamed, nor afraid of 
any ſcorn and ridicule, that may be poured on me 
from any Quarter, whilſt I conſtantly aver that the 
work has not its equal in the world. 
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This Day are publiſhed, 
BOOKS in Divinity, by various Authors, 
Printed for E. DLL, in the Poultry. 


1. R. Guyſe's paraphraſe on the new Teſtament, 


1. 
32. 


3 vols. 4to. : 
Ambroſe's works, complete, in folio, 
looking unto Jeſus, 4to. 
Alleine's (Joſ.) works, 2 vol. 


Beart's meditations on the ſacrament. 


. Boſton's four-fold ſtate of man, and other works, 
. Bunyan's divine emblems, and other works, 


Cannon's cloſe view of death. 
Confeſſion of faith, large and ſmall, 
Crawford's Zion's traveller, and other works. 


. Dodd's ſermons on the miracles and parables, 4 vols. 
. Davis's hymns recommended by Dr. Gill. 
Defence of Theron and Aſpaſio, being a ſupplement 


to Mr. Hervey's dialogues. 
Durham's unſearchable riches of Chrſt, and other 
works. | 


Dictionary of the bible, 3 vols. 
. Erſkine's ſermons, 3 vols. recommended by Mr. 


Hervey. 


Goſpel ſonnets, and other works, 


. Flavel's works, in ſmall volumes. 

. Guyle's ſermons, 8vo. and 12mo. 

. Gellie's hiſtorical collections, 2 vols. 

Gutherie's great intereſt in Chriſt. 

. Hallyburton's life and great concern. 

. Howe's bleſſedneſs of the righteous. 

. Janeway's life of Janeway. 

. Jenning's ſermons, and on preaching Chriſt. 

. Lee's Sophron, or nature's characteriſtics of the 


truth, &c. 3 vols. 
Thomas a Kempis's life of Chriſt. 


. Maſon's remains and hymns, 
. Marrow of modern divinity. 
. Marſhal on ſanctification. 


Moir's ſermons on Chriſt's croſs. _ 
Muir's ſermons on various ſubjects. 


33. Owen's 


* — ́ 0 


a 
B BOOK $ Printed for F. Dix. 

33. Owen's works, viz. on the 130th pſalm, juſtifica 

tion, &c. and many other pieces. | 

34. Pearſe's beſt match.  , 

3. Scot's pſalms, of various fizes. + 

36, Scougal's life of God, and ſermons, 

37. I railh's works, 2 vols. 

38. Williſon on the ſacrament, and other works. 

39. Whitfield's 10 ſermons. ; 

40. Watſon's body of Divinity. 

41. Wilcox's ſermons, 3 vols. 8vo. 


Neatly printed in Three large Volumes, Octavo, 
Price. Bound 15 . A New Edition of 


Collection of Sermons from various important ſub- 

jects, and on divers occaſions. Preached, ſome by 

the Rev. Ebenezar Erikine, M. A. late miniſter of the 

goſpel at Stirling; and others by the Rev. Ralph Erskine, 

A. Late miniſter of the goſpel at Dumfermlin, and 

author of the goſpel ſonnets. With a recommendatory 
preface, by the Rev. Mr. Thomas Bradbury. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The univerſa! ſatisfaction that experienced chriſtians of 
all denominations have expreſſed from the peruſal of theſe 
authors; particularly the late Rev. Mr. James Hervey, in 
his Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. iii. page 358. ſays, Was I to 
* read, in order to refine my taſte. or improve my ſtile, 
< T would prefer Biſhop Atterbury's ſermons, Dr. Bates's 
4% works, or Mr. Seed's diſcourſes. But was I to read 
% with a fingle view to the edification of my heart, in true 
« faith, ſolid comfort, and evangelical holineſs, I would 
% have recourſe to Mr. Ers#ine, and take his volumes for 
«© my guide, my companion, and my own familiar 
«« friend.” And the encouragement already given to the 
ſale of theſe ſermons, leave no room to doubt, but that this 
new edition will be acceptable to the public, eſpecially as 
they contain the higheſt evangelical truths handled in a 


practical manner. 5 


The Britiſh PLuTaRcn, or Biographical Entertainer, 
being a ſelect collection of the lives at large of the moſt 
eminent men, natives of Great-Britain and Ireland, from 
the reign of Henry VIII. to George IT. both incluſive, in 
12 vols. Price ſewed 185. Bound 1 /. 45. 


